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Th^  SanSificatum  of  the  Larfs  Day. 


R«Y,  t.  lo«    J 'mas  m  the  tfirit  an  the  ImtJ^s  Da;. 


IT  is  allowed  bj  all  %bo  believe  there  is  a  God,  that  he 
ought  to  be  worihipped«  If  he  is  to  be  wortlrippedy  there  rood, 
from  the  nature  of  things,  be  fome  time  appropriated  for  thig 
purpofe.  To  grant  that  a  duty  muft  be  done,  and  no  tiroo 
allotted  for  its  perfbrmance»  involres  in  it  an  impoiSbility.* 
Wherefore  it  is  abfolutely  certain  that  G%d  mud  be  wor  (hipped 
by  all  his  rational  creatures*  and  they  muft  have  a  due  pro- 
portion of  time  for  this  high  and  important  end.  And  can 
time  be  better  employed  than  by  prayer,  homage,  adoration 
and  praife  to  our  Creator,  preferver  and  benefador.  The 
quedion  is  not,  whether  there  be  a  God,  whether  divine  wor- 
(hip  (hould  be  given  to  him,  and  whether  a  portion  of  time 
fhould  be  allowed  for  this  purpofe,  but  what  is  that  feafon  or 
portion  of  time,  which  ought  to  be  defignated  or  fet  apart  for 
this  lolemn  or  grand  defign.  Here  the  reafon  and  inve  liga- 
tion of  man  mud  be  nonplufTed.  T^'hether  a  fifth,  fixth,  or 
eighth,  or  any  other  divifion  of  ume  would  be  a  proper  pro« 
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portion  tnud  far  tranfcend  his  enquiries.  Here  Vfhtrt  the 
light  of  nature  muft  fall,  divine  revelation  has  ;»iven  us  infal- 
lible direction.  God  has  been  pleafed  to  corrcdt  all  the  waa- 
dcring  €onjcflures  of  men,  and  appoint  one  day  in  fevcn  to 
be  feparated  for  his  fp^cial  fcrvice  and  to  be  kept  holy  to 
himfelf;  and  this  has  the  honor  coafered  upon  it  in  our  text 
of  being  filled  t&c  Lord*s  day.  It  is  alfo  faid  St.  John  was  in 
the  Spirit  on  this  day.  This  may  be  predicated  of  him  both 
in  an  extraordinary,  and  in  an  ordinary  manner.  He  was  in 
the  Spirit  as  he  was  under  the  influence  of  a  divine  ^atus,  or 
a  fupematural  infpiration,  affording  him  all  the  glorious  truths 
and  grand  vidons  recorded  in  this  facred  book.  Or  he  was  in 
the  Spirit  in  an  ordinary  way,  as  is  common  with  chriiliana, 
who  have  pleafure  in  God,  delight  in  his  worlhip  ;  who  have 
lioly  exercifes  of  hearty  and  are  in  proper  frames  of  mind. 

All  that  can  be  attended  to  at  prefent  on  this  fubjeA  will  be 
briefly  to  (how, 

Firft,  that  God  has  appointed  a  feventh  part  of  time  for 
the  high  and  important  duties  of  religious  worfliip,  of  public 
adoration,  homage  and  praife. 

I 

Secondly,  confider  the  manner  in  which  this  appropriated' 
and  lanAified  time  ought  to  be  employed.    - 

As  tcfthe  firft,  it  Is  abundantly  apparent  from  tlie  x^hole 
of  divine  revelation.  This  world  may  with  propriety  be  di- 
vided into  two  epochs  or  grand  periods.  The  one  from  cre- 
ation to  a  ftill  more  wonderful  and  greater  event,  to  wit,  The 
completion  of  t;he  redemption  of  man  in  ihc  humilialion  and 
rcflirre^ion  of  the  Son  of  God.  That  pcrfonof  the  Triaiiy, 
wlio  was  the  diftinguilhcd  agent  in  caufing  the  criflcncc  of 
this  woxld,  was  aid  will  fcuverbc  the  n:cl^  pre-CDiiiienilv  dif. 
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tlngmfiied  perfohage  in  its  recovery  (rom  the  moft  pexfe<ft 

and  abfolate  ruin.  The  pferfc<aions  <tf  Godhead  were  con- 
fpicQOoflf  difplayed  in  the  ftnpendous  works  of  creation. 
Here  afanighty  power,  inconceiveablewirdom,  and  incompre* 

henfible  goodnefs  (hone  forth  with  infinite  luflre ;  but  when 
the  work  of  redemption  was  perfonncd,  all  thefe  pcifcdlions 
burft  forthwith  fupcrior  fplendor,  and  a  mnltitude  of  others 
which  never  conld  hive  been  conceived  bnt  by  its  glories. 
Intheformercrhibftioh  the  angels  of  God  fang  together  for 
joy,  the  latter  they  look  into  with  an  aftoniflinienc  at  the  won- 
ders of  God  far  tranfcending  their  conceptions  and  their 
pnu£e.  In  this  difplay  of  the  extenfion  and  plenitude  of  di- 
vine attributes  the  great  minds  of  cherubic  and  fcraphic  mil< 
lions  are  loft  and  abforbed.  All  heaven  is  flruck  mute  at 
the  exhibited  Godhead  in  the  falvation  of  man. 
» 

Both  thefe  great  periods  are  iHuftrited  by  an  appropriation 
cf  a  fcventh  portion  of  time,  for  the  worlhip  of  this  great  Cre- 
ator, and  this  glorious  Redeemer.  For  the  firft,  the  fcventh 
day  from  the  creation  was  appointed  for  the  commemeration 
of  the  fame,  and  other  adventitious  circumftances  which  arofe 
in  the  church  throughout  that  grand  era  of  more  than  four 
thoufand  years  5  for  the  fecoad,  the  firft  day  of  the  week  faas 
been  afilgned  as  a  memorial  of  Chrift  and  his  refurre^ion  for 
the  recovery  of  rumed  man,  and  which  wiU  be  continued  till 
worlds  and  time  fhall  be  no  more. 


Firft,  the  Sabbath  from  the  creation  to  the  RefurreAion  of 
Chrift  was  the  feventh  day  of  the  week.  Thus  we  read,  *«  on 
^  the  feventh  day  God  ended  his  work  which  he  had  m^d^ 
*<  and  God  blefied  the  fevonth  day  and  fandified  it."  Her< 
the  day  after  God  had  finifhed  all  his  works,  and  the  firft  day. 
of  man's  exiftence  was  let  apart  for  holy  purpofes.  It  is  pro- 
souncedi  blcfled  and  iandUfied*    Not  that  there  was  any  more 


bolinefii  infufed  into  this  portion  of  time  than  laj  otbtnr.    No 

irrational  creature  is  capable  of  inherent  holicefs.     This  is 

the  exclufive  property  of  beings  intelledual  and  immortaL 
Yet  common  exigences  have  been  appointed^  bldOTed  and  con* 

fecrated  of  God  to  promote  the  holine&  and  happincfs  of  xhM 
rational  fyllem*  Thus  the  tabernacle  was  boly^  the  temple 
holy,  all  their  utenfels  holy,  &c.  that  is,  they  were  fet  apart  for 
religious  purpofes  |  fo  the  levemh  portion  of  time  from  the 
beginning  was  ianftified  and  ble£cd  by  God  for  the  purpofe  at 
fpecialj  divine  and  public  worlhip. 

This  was  the  nfage  from  the  creation  to  Noah,  and  from 
that  period  to  Mofes  by  the  (lender  intimations  we  have  iit 
thcfe' patriarchal  ages.  We  read,  that  in  pri>ceft  of  time ^  Cain 
and  Abel  brought  their  offerings  to  the  Lord.  The  tranfla- 
tion  is  here  vague  and  uncertain.  The  original  is  clear  and 
diflinfty  "  In  the  end  of  the  days,  or  on  the  laft  of  the  days,*' 
dkat  is  on  the  lad  day  of  the  week,  or  on  the  Sabbaib,  they 
brought  their  refpedive  offerings,  and  worfbipped  God.  This 
affures  us  that  a  Sabbath  was  obferved  among  the  children 
of  Adam. 


It  is  evident  that  in  the  days  of  Noah  one  reckoning  cf  time 
was  by  weeks.  In  his  long  and  dark  confinement  in  the 
Ark,  he  fent  out  a  Dove  which  retnmcdjand  after  fcven  days 
fent  her  forth  again,  and  (he  returned  with  an  olive  leaf  in  her 
mouth  $  and  after  feven  days  he  fent  her  out  again  and  die 
returned  no  more.  This  hiftory  inftruds  us,  that  in  Noah's 
time,  days  were  numbered  by  fevens,  or  there  were  then  weeks- 
And  the  awful  folemnity  of  the  circumflances  in  which  Koah 
and'his  fiunily  were,  muft  point  out  to  us  a  patient  waiting 
for  the  facred  days,  which  could  be  none  other  than  the  Sab- 
baths they  had  been  accufiomed  to  obfcrve. 
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Qe£Mre  I  proceed  further  on  this  fobjed,  aUow  me  to  retaark, 
that  (bmc  learnei  names  hare  contended,  that  the  firft  day  of 
the  week  from  man's  creation  was  the  Sabbath  till  the  giving 
of  the  law  from  mount  Sinai-  Folio  pages  of  Bedford  and 
others  have  been  expended  upon  this  fubje^,  but  their  great 
labours  hare  had  only  a  feeble  influence  in  the  convi^on  of 
chriftiansy  and  the  great  end  deligned  hj  thefe  good  men,  bac 
been  rather  injured  than  aided  by  their  toils.  ITie  undoubted 
Ua  is  that  the  fcventh  day  of  the  week  i^as  the  Sabbath  froi9 
the  creation  to  the  promulgation  of  the  Sinai  law  j  and  froa^ 
that  period  to  the  refurredion  of  the  Saviour  there  has  been 
no  difpute  about  the  day. 

It  is  evident  the  feventb  day  of  the  week  wai  obferved  for 
facred  pnrfu>res  as  a  (landing  ufage  in  the  church  previous  to 
the  awful  folemnitles  of  the  communications  from  the  Ara^* 
bian  mountains. 

When  the  church  of  God  was  wandering  in  the  wildcmefs, 
between  Egyptian  flavery  and  tlie  promifed  land,  and  were 
xniraculcufly  fed  with  Manna  from  heaven,  they  were  appoint- 
ed twice  as  much  bread  on  the  fixth  day  of  the  week  as  any 
other.  NotwiihUanding  this,  fome  defpifers  of  the  Sabb^^ 
which  has  been  the  cafe  in  all  ages,  went  out  on  the  feventh 
day  to  look  for  the  ufual  bread,  and  not  finding  it,  received  a 
fevere  rebuke  for  their  difobedience  and  profanity,  and  the 
iiijunilionfor  tlie  obfervationof  the  Sabbath  was  repeated  to 
them.  "  Gvid  gave  you  on  the  ilxth  day  tlie  bread  of  two 
**  days  :  abide  ye  every  man  in  his  place.  Let  no  man  go 
•*  out  of  his  place  on  the  feventh  day  ;  fo  the  people  refted  on 
«« the  feventh  day/*  Thus  it  is  certain  it  was  to  be  landified 
and  kept  holy  before  the  giving  of  the  law.  When  this  grand 
event  took  place,  the  observation  of  the  Sabbath  was  inferted 
in  tlie  dccalo^pie  with  a  peculiar  defcription.  From  that  time 
to  the  commencement  of  the  nest  great  era  of  the  world,  it  is 
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allowedly  all  to  be  attended  to  by  the  church.  This  apptar5 
from  the  numerous  (UreAions  refpe^ing  it,  throu^out  thtf 
ivriuugs  of  Mefes  and  the*  Prophets,  a  detail  of  which  would 
far  exceed  our  prefent  limits. 

'  When  Chrift  arofe  from  the  dead  the  fame  proportion  of 
time  was  dill  continued  for  the  private  and  public  exercifes 
of  religion,  but  the  day  was  changed  from  the  feventh  to  the 
Jfr  firft,  which  will  and  muft  be  obferved  in  commemoration  of 
Kis  refttrredion,  the  mod  aftonilhing  event  that  ever  took  place 
in  this  world,  or  canto  the  end  of  time. 

Thi^  change,  js  demonftrated  from  the  following  confi* 
derations. 

Tlrft,  on  the  very  day  our  Lord  had  arifen,  the  difciples 
afTembled  together  in  the  evening,  and  it  is  faid  witn%  pe- 
culiar emphafes, ''  It  was  the   firft  day  of  the  week,''  and 
both  to  fandlify  that  time,  and  tins  folemn  aflembly,  Jefus 
appeared  in  the  'midft  of  them,  and  pronounced  this  bleflflng^ 
"  Peace  be  unto  you."    Their  hearts  were  filled  with  glad- 
ii|f^  an4  he  reiterated  the  benedidion.      Then  he  confirmed 
I^Mr  commifiion  to  go  forth  and  preach   ialvation  to  a  ruined 
"    world,  and  that  all  their  fins  liquid  be  remitted  upon  the  terms 
prtPofed  in  the  gofpeL    Thus  the  .fipll  chriftian  fabbath  re- 
ceived a  glorious  fandification. 

Secondly,  juft  eight  days  after  this  folemnity,  the  difcipleg 
again  met,  and  Chrift  met  with  them,  and  repeated,  tlie  fame 
blefiing,  **  Peace  be  unto  you,"  again  fandifying  the  time 
and  their  afiembly  as  .before.  Something  very  remarkable 
took  place  on  this  Lord's  day  evening,  to  wit,  removing  the 
unbelief  of  Thomas,  and  affording  him  all  the  evidence  he 
defired  and  filling  his  heart  with  joy,  fo  that  his  foul  burft 
forth  m  raptures,  crying  out|  ^  My  Ldrd  and  my  God,"^ 
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Tfairdlf f  the  day  of  Fentecoft  was  alfo  a  great  day  among 
the  followers  of  Chrifi,  and  ibis  was  on  the  firft  day  of  the 
week.  Pentecoft  was  always  fifty  days  from  the  paffover, 
therefore  as  our  Lord  arofe  the  day  after  the  ^paiTover,  this 
diftinguiflied  period  fell  oot  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week. 
Chrift  by  his  Spirit  was  prefent  in  this  great  afiembly 
when  three  thou£uid  were  converted  by  the  preaching  of  St. 
P^ter,  and  initiated  into  the  chri(tian  church  by  the  holy  or- 
dinance of  baptifm.  This  ^as  a  great  fabbath»  and  pcrhap's 
ihere  will  never  be  fuch  another,  till  the  time  wiU  come  that 
a  nation  will'be  new  bom  at  once.  Bnt  the  argument  is  the 
firft  day  of  the  week  was  in  an  effedual  manner  the  fabbath 
t»f  chri^ans  or  the  great  day  of  the  Lord.  And  allow  this 
addition  that  Peter's  converts,  ever  aftapB|iltinued  in  his 
dddrine  ;^>ne  of  which  muft  evidently  be,  their  obiervance 
of  this  day  as  holy  time,  in  commemoration  of  Chrift  and  for 
Ae  ^mboks  of  rcHgion* 

Fourthly,  in  St.  Paul's  hiftory  we  have  a  remarkable  in-, 
fiance  of  his  celebration  of  the  firft  day  of  the  week  as  the 
chriftian  fiibbath.  In  his  joumeybg,  he  came  unto  Troas 
and  waited  for  the  aiTembling  of  the  difciples.  They  ^^ 
met  feven  days  before,  no  doubt  for  their  ufual  wqpAip,^^^^ 
he  tarried  for  their  facramental  occaflon,  therefore  thus  w^^» 
read,  **  On  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  when  the  difciples  canxc 
^  together  to  break  breid^  Paul  preached  unto  them,  and 
•*  continued  his  fpeech  until  midnight."  This  (hows  us,  the 
firft  day  of  the  week  was  their  fabbath  and  the  feafon  of  tlicir 
holy  communion.  I  will  make  no  otiier  remarks  from 
this,  and  all  the  preceding  obfervations  on  ihe  firft  day  of  the 
week  as  tlic  chriftian  fabbath,  only  that  the  evening  \va.^  a 
folemnand  moft  important  portion  of  holy  time. 

Fifthly,  an  argument  of  great  force  to  fliow  the  firft  da  ■  of 
ihc  week  15  the  chriftirin  fabbath,   is  JciivcJ   frcr;  St.  Piui's 


dEre^on  ttf  th«  Corinthiaa  tod  other  ehiircbei»  fcfpeAing  aa 

imporunt  daty,  which  maft  be  performed  in  their   folenfl 

aeetings  for  publici  worfhip.      Thus  he  fpeaks,  **  Now  for 

**  the  coUe^Hon  of  the  ikiats»  as  I  have  giTen  order  to  the 

^  churches  of  Galatia»  eren  fo  do  je.     Upon  the  firft  day  of 

<*  the  weeky  let  every  one  of  you  lay  by  him  in  ftore»  as   God 

M  hath  profpered  him/'     It  is  here  a  granted  cafe*  that  all  the 
chrifUan  churches  alTembled  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week  as 

their  fabbath  to  perform  public  worfhip ;   hence  he  enjoined 

this  as  a  duty  incumbent  on  them  at  that  feafon.      From  theft 

things  it  is  evident  that  the  firft  day  of  the  week  was  the  chrif- 

tian  iabbatht  and  that  it  was  a  ftanding  uiage  among  the  chriC^^ 

tiaos,  and  placing  all  thefe  things  in  one  view,  it  is  evident 

the  firft  day  ofjM  week  ought  firmly  to  be  held  by  chriftians» 

and  duly  (an^fied  as  their  fabbath. 

Fading  by  a  multitude  of  arguments  employed  b|^chrit 
tian  writers  in  fiivor  of  the  firft  day  of  the*week  to  be^bfer- 
ved  as  a  common  and  public  day  for  religious  woxfhip,  the 
whole  is  folly  eftablilhed  in 

The  firft  place  frdm  our  text,  wherein  it  is  in  ftriking  Ian* 

^Redenominated  the  Lord's  day.  That  is,  it  was  inftituted  by 

^I^Lord  for  holy  purpofes  ;  as  we  fay  the  Lord's  fupper»  the 

Lord's  uble,  the  cup  of  the  Lord,  the  Lord's  prayer,  &c.  all 

which  (how,  thefe  things  were  peculiar  to  him  and  matters  of 

his  fpecial  divine  inftitution,  and  therefore  obligatory  upon 
all  chriftians.  * 

Agreeably  to  our  Lord's  appropriation  of  the  firft  day  of 
the  week  for  religious  fcrvice,  and  the  pradtce  of  the  apof- 
tle's  from  the  very  day  of  his  refurre^ion,  this  day  has  been 
obferved  by  chrillians  as  the  fabbath  throughout  all  ages 
from  the  beginning  of  chriftianlty  down  to  the  preient  time, 
and  will  continue  to  be  lah«5li{icd  to  the  end  of  the  world. 


[25  3 

Having  laid  before  you  thcfe  few  cotflidenitioBs  fbr  the 
tefrefliment  of  your  insnds>  the  conlinnatioa  of  your  j^ith> 

and  ths  encouragemeQC  of  your  pradice,  in  the  obiervance  of 

the  day  of  our  Xxurd's  reforredion   as  the  boly  fabbatfay  I 

proceed 

Seeondlyi  to  confider  the  manner  in  which  this,  appropri- 
«ted  and  ikndified  time  ought  to  be  employed. 

Let  it  be  here  obferTed,  we  are  allowed  as  great  a  portion 
©f  the  twenty  four  hours  ef  the  (.ord's  day  for  reft  by  flecp, 
refrefliment  by  food,  talcing  eare  of  our  cattle,  Soc,  as  on 
other  days.  We  are  allowed  alfo  all  the  works  of  neceffity, 
fuch  as  defending  onrfelvcs  againft  thieves,  robbers  and  ene* 
mies,  eztinguifliing  fires,  falling  in  the  open  feas,  keeping 
furnaces  in  blaft,  Szc.  Befides  thefc,  the  works  jaftly  implied 
in  th«,  term  mercj^ought  to  be  performed  on  this  day,  fuch 
as  vifiting  the  fick,  adminiftering  to  their  comfort,  and  reliev- 
ing the  didrelTes  of  the  poor.  All  tliefe  and  more  than  caa 
be  enumerated  are  works  of  mercy.  It  is  the  duty  of  Phy- 
ficians.  Surgeons,  and  all  the  train  of  that  line  to  vifit  their 
patients  and  go  when  called*  but  I  apprehend  they  ought  not 
to  tarry  from  public  wor&ip  more  than  what  evident  *^nc« 
xe/Ety  requires* 

Thefe  allowances  being  made,  which  could  be  eaCIy  et 
tabliihed  from  fcripture  and  reafon,  but  I  prcfume  they  are 
perfectly  obvious  to  the  judgment,  confcience,  and  feelings 
of  ercry  chriftian.  llierefore  I  pafs  on  to  the  plain  duties 
of  fandifying  the  Lord's  day. 

Sl  John  was  in  the  Spirit  on  this  day.  We  fhall  under- 
Hand  it  at  prefenti  a  fpiritual  and   holy  frame  of  mind,  in 

D 


'4 


pratf eal  pexibnnaiice  of  relatxre  duties  bnwtea'(ni9  reafStiv^ 
ble  creature  and  another^  completes  the  whole  fam  of  nata*- 
ral  religion. 

The  relation  of  sr  radonal    crettttre^  capable    of  feeling. 
its   exiHence  and  dependence  upon  its  Creatort   upholder, 
and  bene&dor,  muft  furely  acknowledge  thn  dependent  ezift- 
ence,  and  be  under  obligations  of  gratitude,  fuppRcation  and 

•praife.. 

But  divide  reyelatioa  far  fnrpaiTes  all  diat  natural  religion 
can  didate,  and  herein  we  have  not  only  enjoined  the  obliga- 
ting nature  of  prayer,  but  infallible  directions  refpeding  it 
and  its  objsd,  the  manner  in- which  it  ought  to  be  petformed, 
and,  the  motircs  and  encouragements  to  the  iame. 

• 

It  is  not  only  a  duty,  but  an  high  honor  conferred  upon  the; 
creature  by  poGti^e  inftitution,  and  ix  is  an  aftonifliing  privi- 
ledge,  in  the  wondi'ous  condefcenfion  of  hearen,  granted  to 
fi'nners.  To  bow  before  the  nujedy  of  Go4>to  acknowUdge 
oUr  dependence  upon  him,  to  make  known  our  wants,  and  of- 
fcr  up  the  defires  of  our 'Hearts,  to  him,  is  an  honor,  dignity, 
ani  glory  conferred  ppon  the  human  race,  tranfcending  their, 
conception  and  their  praife. 

However  wonderful  it  may  be,  as  all  that,  flows  from  God 
is  wonders.,  the  commandmeAc  ought  to  be  embraced  with^ 
profound    adoration ;  <*  Pray  without  ceafmg,  pray  always 
<*  with  all  prayer  and  fupplication.'*    The   import  of  thcfc 
precepts  will  hereafter  be  explained. 

The  bed  definition  or  defcription  of  prayer  is  in  beautiful 
fimplicity  given  in  our  chatechifm,  **  The  ojSerIng  up  our  de- 
•*  fires  to  Codi  for  things  agreeable  to  his  mU,  in  the  nanoe 


1st)' 

^^Cbriic'*'  hi  other  «woTd«,  prayer  is  an  cxprcffion  of  the 
h^art,  (t§f\\At  of  oor-wknts,  ackncvledgmg  our  dq>cndencc 
upon  trod,  znd  in  faith   of  his  infinite  fufiiciency,  through 

Chrift  Jefos  to  fapply  the  fame. 

...      ,   , 

In  tfaefedaTs  of  gofpel  light,  no  chriftian  will  dare  to  object 
againft  the  dnty-of  prayer,  becaofe  God  is  onmificient  and  im* 
mutable.     Prayer  was  nerer  defigned  to  inform  God  of  any 
thingof  which  he  was  ignorant.     Tlie  thought  difrobes    the 
divine  charaAer,  mutilates  his  omnifciency,  and  fuch  a  depre- 
ciation tftiplieatesbkfpiiemy.   (Neither  is  prayer  intended  to 
move  God  to  change.     He  is  the   Lord  who  changeth  not. 
But  its  tnlention  is  to  encreafe  our  own  knowledge  in  yarious 
wtfy%6tSf  and  that  we  ourfelves  fliould  be  moved  and  changed  i 
brought^iear  to  Go(d»  humbkd  tn  his  fight,  conformed  to  bis 
pleafure,   and  thus    rendered    meet    for  the     reception  of 
Ueffings.     Wherefore  the  whole  cfied  of  .prayer   is  to  be  on 
ourfehes  ;  and  its  nature  is  1.0  declare  the  glory  of  God,  to 
fbew  forth  his  perfeAions,  and  to  raifc  the  creature  to  become 
an  objeA  ofbkffings. 

God  has  fixed  a  fpecial  conCUcation  and  rule  for  the  con- 
duct of  his  rational  <;reatnres  in  this  wotld»  and  given  a  fnre 
revdation  of  the  fame.  A  part  of  this  eftablifhment  is,  that 
his  people  fhould  feci  his  falnefs,  be  fcnGble  of  their  own  wants, 
and  apply  to  him  in  flncerity  of  beart,  agreeably  to  the  man- 
F^r  of  Lis  dircftion,  by  fervent  prayer  and  fupplication  for  all 
ihing<»  necel&ry  for  them.  Before  God  delivered  th«?  children 
of  Ifrael  out  of  Egypt,  they  were  brought  to  feci  their  evil  cafe, 
and  to  cry  unto  hiiu  because  of  llieir.  hard  bondage.  In  tho 
fame  manner  previous  to  that  grea;  deliverance  brought  for 
them  at  the  red  f«a,  when  the  fea  was  in  front  and  thre  Egyp- 
tian army  on  their  rear,  andall  things  portended  their  imme- 
«liate  dertru-fdcn.  la  this  u*::7neai'.ou:»  liwuauoa,  th^y  prayed 


and  cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  God  qoicklf  fcnt  them  relief, 
and  they  fcon  faw  thdr  entmies  oveiwhelnied  ia.  the  fea. 
Thus  the  defc'^lei  of  Jefus  when  in  a  dreadful  ilormy  the  £bip 
covered  wiih  waves  and  juQ  ready  to  fink,  in  this  difirefs,  they 
prayed  faying,  **  Lord,  fave  as,  we  periih.'*  The  winds  and 
waves  were  checked  and  tl)ere  wa&  a  great  calm.  The  woman 
of  Canaan  before  (he  obtained  healing  for  her  dat|;htcr, 
«amc  to  the  feet  of  Jelus,  and  in  eamcft  fuppiication  cxicd, 
*•  Lord  help  me.'*  The  prpdij^al  foa  becomes  fenfible  of  his 
wants,  bows  before  his  father,  confcifes  his  mifconduft  and 
reqoefts  the  loweil  flatioa  btnath  his  roof,  in  orderto  his 
obtaining  mercy. 

Hezekiah  wlien  tlie  foAtence  of  death  had  been  pafied  upon 
him,  turned  his  face  towards  the  wall,  wept  and  prayed  unto 
the  Lord ;  his  prayers  were  heard,  his  life  fpared  and  fifteen 
years  were  added  to  his  days. 

•    •  •      .  # 

Innumerable  are  the  inftanccs  to  fbew  that  prayer  is  the 
confiitution  of  God  in  refpefl  to  finful  men,  for  thetr  obtaining 
favours  and  bleffings.  The  Pfulmid  fo  (Irougly  illudratcs 
this  point,  Uiat  he  declares  its:  origin  is  in  the  natnre  of  God, 
and  he  enters  ii  in  his  bock  as  a  part  of  the  divine  charader. 
**  lie  is  a  prayer  hearing  Gfi>d,  and  to  him  aU  flefii  iball  come.'' 

In  our  text,  every  m'"tivc,  argument,  and  encouragement 
are  combined  to  imprcls  upon  the  hearts  of  chriftians  the  high 
impcrtance  and  abfo!ute  ncccfiity  of  .this 'duty.  *«  The  cCec- 
luul  fervent  pi ayer  of  a  lightecus  man  avaikth  much.'*  In 
thefe  words  the  :ipoPwle  n^x  only  exIiOTts- to  prayer  in  general, 
but  to  extraordinary  piaycis  in  fpecial  caf  js.  •*  Is  any  among 
**  you  a^licted,  let  liijn  |»rs»y  :  Is  any  iick  among  you,  let 
"  him  fend  for  the  eldcis,  (cr  [rcfbytcrs)  of  the  church,  and 
**  kt  ihem  piciy  over  Liui."     Aficr  this  he  gives  ihcro  a   dif- 
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^  To  pray  one  for  gnother  that 
they  might  be  bealed/'  Thus  let  pcrfons  fee)  a  due  iieiifibility 
of  their  wantSi  a  proper  dependence  upon  Godiaad  offer  up 
the  defires  of  their  hearu  in  the  way  of  his  ordination^  an4 
they  have  certain  grounds  of  afiiired  hope  t}uic  their  believing 
vilhes  will  not  be  diiappointed. 

In  this  apoftolic  aflertion  refpeAix^  praycr^  ^^  thingi 
wxgbt  to  command  the  attention  of  chriftians. 

Brft,  the  nature  of  prayer,  it  ought  to  be  tfffQmltfirvenU 

Secondly,  the  qualification  of  the  perfon,  '<  a  righUws  man^\ 

TUrdly,  the  eSed  of  the  addrefles,  they  avail  much. 

A  few  obfenrations  on  each  member  of  the  text  will  termi* 
sute  the  fubjed. 

The  firft  obferration  in  the  text,  regards  the  nature  of  pray* 
cr,  it  is  to  be  effeQual^  fervent^  In  the  original  there  is  but  one 
word  ezpreffing  this  quality*  It  is  too  ftrong  to  be  exprefled 
by  any  Englifii  term,  hence  our  tranflators  chofe  two.  The 
word  effeilual  wasxather  an  unhappy  feledi(Mi^  becaufe  itfeems 
to  impofe  a  tautology  on  the  ientence*  What  is  effe^ual  avai* 
ktb  much.  No  other  idea  can  be  comtnunicated  hereby,  than 
that  which  is  effectual  is  prevalent.  The  only  Englifh  term 
€xpreflive  of  the  original,  long  fince  introduced  for  the  en« 
richxnentof  ou^Hanguage  is  derived  from  it,  the  word  ener* 
giticaL  **  The  energetical  prayer  of  a  righteous  n^an  availcth 
**  much.'*  The  term  (ignifies  that  which  is  in-ivrcughfy  im- 
porting the  efficacy  or  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghoil  powerful* 
ly  exciting  fuch  a  prayer  in  the  heart.    Hence  a  right  ^nd  ac- 
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ceptable  prayer  is  pouring  out  the  dcfires  of  the  foul  in  faidi 
before  God.  There  is  no  proper  prayer,  only  what  is  of  this 
nature  and  complexion*  All  prayers  of  this  nature  will  fure- 
ly  be  heard  and  anfwercd.  That  is,  they  will  be  anfwered 
direAly  in  the  things  prayed  for,  or  perfeftty  fulfilled  in  blef* 
iings,  which  are  moft  for  God's  glory  and  the  creature's  good. 
This  lies  at  the  foundation,  and  is  the  elTence  of  every  true 
prayer,  thatGodmay  gflorlfy  himfelf,  promote  the  happinefs  of 
the  moral  fyftem,  and  every  individual  compofing  the  fame. 
Our  fuecefs  in  praysr  may  be  always  known  by  the  views  of 
the  mind,  the  fenfibility  of  the  heart,  the  fubmiflion  of  the 
will,  and  fervor  of  the  affe(aions.  When  God  intends  blef- 
fings  to  his  people,  whether  temporal  or  fpiritual,  it  is  his  ufual 
method  to  raife  in  them,  a  fenfe  of  their  necedities,  create  in 
them,  eafneft  defires,  and  in  confequence  of  their  feelings  and 
fervent  fupplications,  their  minds  are  calmed,  or  the  favours 
are  beftowed.  Let  us  then  always  pray  with  a.proper  fenfibili- 
ty of  our  wants,  and  a  fuiuble  dependence  upon  the  divine 
alUufficiency,  power  and  goodnefs  through  Cbrifl:,  and  dl&p- 
pointments  will  not  take  place.  Let  us  efpecially  cultivate 
that  powerful  in-wrought  prayer  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which 
maketh  interceiHon  with  groanings  that  cannot  be  uttered* 
IVe  muft  command  onr  fouls  to  attention  in  this  duty.  The 
Pfalmift  faysi  ^  I  Kft  up  my  heart  to  thee.**  The  heart  which 
xifes  in  energetic  prayer,  to  God  by  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift  makes 
a  mdft  acceptable  offering.  It  is  like  the  afcenfion  of  the 
fweet  perfumes  from  the  ancient  cenfors  of  incenfc  ;  to  which 
Solomon  alluded  when  he  fald,  "  Who  is  this  that  comcth 
**  in  pillars  •ffmoke  perfumed  with  myrrh  and  frankinccnfe  ?** 
Therefore  whatever  we  lack,  whether  wifdom  or  any  thing 
elfe,  let  us  in  faithful  humility  prefent  our  requefts  to  God,  in 
full  affurancc,  •*  He  gives  liberally  and  upbraids  not."  The 
more  earaed  and  fervent  any  foul  is  in  prayer  to  God,  the 
more  will  he  lovt  him.     Thus  faitli  the  PialmiA  in  all  the  glow 
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•r  animated  affedion^  ''I  loTe  the  Lord  becaufe  he  hath 
^  heard  zny  voice  and  xny  fupplications ;  becaufe  he  hath 
**  inclined  his  ear  unto  me,  therefore  will  I  call  upon  him  as  long 
«•  as  I  lire."  Whatever  our  wants  are  let  us  afk  of  God  fervent- 
ly and  not  doubt  a  denial.  ^  Whatfoever  things  ye  defire,  when 
«« ye  pray,  believe  tliat  ye  (hall  receive  them,  and  ye  (hall  have 
"  them.  This  is  the  confidence  that  we  have  concerning  him» 
**  that  if  we  aik  any  thing  according  to  his  win,  he  hear- 
•*  etli  usr"  If  we  want  temporal  comforts,  let  us  in  prayer 
believe,  he  feeds  the  ravens  and  clothes  the  lilies  of  the  field. 
If  fpiritual  blefllngs,  «  Let  us  come  boldly  to  the  throne  of 
**  grace,  that  we  may  obtain  mercy,  and  find  help  in  time  of 
•*  need."  When  we  pray,  let  our  faith  be  in  excrcife  ai\d  our 
confidence  firm.  **  Afk  in  faith  nothing  wavering  ;  for  he 
**  that  wavereth  is  like  a^  wave,  of  the  fea  driven  with  the  wind 
«  and  tofTed.?' 

XJnbeliermay  be  faid  to  be  the  canter  worm  of  prayers.  Its 
inifgiving  language  is,  **  Can  the  Lord  prepare  a  table  in  this 
^  wildemefs  i  If  the  Lord  {hould  open  the  windows  of  heaven 
**  can  this  thing  be  ?"  Unbelief  in  prayer  has  its  foundation  in 
fcraples,  hefitations  and  corruptions,  which  cannot  now  be  at- 
tended to.  Some  future  time  when  the  heart  of  unbelief  will 
be  confidered,  thefe  things  will  come  into  review.  To  illuf- 
trate  the  form,  fervency,  and  fenfibility  of  prayer,  all  which 
is  placed  before  us,  in  the  lives  of  the  fcripture  faints,  fuch  as 
Jacob,  Mofes,  Noah,  David,  Daniel,  and  Job,  mud  at  prefent 
be  omitted^to  make  r(iom  for  »  , 

Second,  confideration  in  our  text,  to  wit,  the  qualification 
of  the  praying  perfon,  **  a  righteous  man.' 
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By  righteous  man  is  evidently  not  to  be  underftood,  one 
who  is  perfeAly  righteous,  but  a  perfon  juft  fimilar  to  our- 
felves.    This  he  inftances  in  the  cafe  of  £lias,<<  A  man  fub- 


«*je6t  tolitc  paflions  aswe  ire.**    He  was  a  good  man^  yrf 
fubjed  to  fins  and   infirmities  like  others-     Wherefore  hf 
righteous  man  here  iniift  be  underftood,  one  who  is  erangeli^ 
cally  righteous,  one  who  is  renewed  by  the  power  of  divine 
grace,  united  to  Chrift  by  faith,  cloathed  by  his  righteoufnef^, 
and  entered  into  the  way  of  fandification.     The  perfon  who 
is  thus  righteous  in  a  Gofpel  view  of  this  tenti,  tho'  far  from 
perfe^on,  his  prayer^  off(ired  by  faith  thro*  the  mediation  of 
Chriflr,  will  furely  find  acceptance.     Abel   received  the  diving 
teftimony  in  favour  of  his  o£Ferings  and   prayers,  while   hi^ 
brother  was  rejedled,  and  his  prefentt  of  gratitude  and  praife 
From  an  infidel  he^rt.     Allow  me  to  make  this  remark,  tha! 
Cain  believed  not  in  a  facrifice  for  his  fin.     Hence  his  offer- 
ing was  an  imaginary  gratitude  to  God,   without  any  fenf^ 
of  hisfinfulnefs  and  unworthinefs.     And  the  reception  of  his 
brother's  offering,  which  was  of  the  facrifical  and  bloody  na- 
l«re»  which  exhibited  his  belief  of  the  atoning  blood  of  a  me- 
diator»  filled  his  whole  foul  with  indign  atioa  and  purpofes  of 
revengt.     The  fpirit  of  Abel  is  in  all  believers,  and  the  fpirit 
of  Caia  would  flill  murder  all  the  friends  of  God.     <<  By  faith 
**  Abel  offered  unto  God,  a  more  excellent  facrifice  than  Cain 
"  by  which  he  obtained  witnefs  that  he  was    righteous,  God 
**  teflifying  his  gifts,"     If  we  would  expe<5t  our  prayers   to  be 
heard,  let  us  fee  to  it,  that  we  be  righteous  perfons.     None 
other  will  prevail  or  find  acceptance  with  God. 

A  queftion  here  arifes  whether  God  hath  made  any  promi- 
fes  to  the  prayers  of  the  unrcgcnerate  ?  This  is  ittipoflible  in 
the  very  nature  of  things.  If  threatenings  maybe  confidered 
as  promifes,  the  whole  bible  is  filled  with  thefe  againfl  all  who 
entertain  evil  in  their  heart.  For  God  to  grant  good  to  ihoft, 
the  ebullitions  and  feelings  of  whofe  hearts  are  pcrfe^ly  at  en- 
mity againft  him,  common  fenfe  and  all  nature  rife  againfl  the 
fappofltion.     And  the  wicked  themfclves  pofTTs  the  convJc- 
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doni  df  thctr  0«m  e^tifcitiieeiiliowcyer  fitipid  tndfteottd  Aef 
may  be,  tha^  they  cannot  be  heard.  They  know  amidft  aS 
the  pains  and  anguifk  of  their  bodieft»  whsterer  their  wiihet 
and  tormen^ng  anxiety  may  be  for  relief^  the  defiret  of  their 
hearts  are  notraifed  to  Ood,  mlore,  faith  or  a  dependence  on 
him  m  the  forms  of  his  appoinitmeiity  thtoogb  |e&s  Chrift* 
The  old  and  new  teSament  dechoTy  ^  Ood  wiH  not  take  fin* 
^ners  by  the  hand  $  he  w9l  nM  hear  fisnera.  Thofe  who 
**  regard  iniquity  in  their  heact^  the  Lord  will  not  hear*  God 
«  will  not  hear  the  cry  of  the  Igrpocrice  when  ito«bU  cometh 
^  upon  him.  The  Lord  is  far  from  the  wicked^  bitt  hou-etb 
*  she  prayer  of  the  rig^iteon^'^ 

Thirdly,  we  proceed  to  lead  yoar  conGderation  of  the  effeds 
of  addreiles  made  to  heaven,  /A^rmMx/ imn^. 

EflFe^ual  fervent  prayer  is  powerful  and  prevailcth  with 
Ood.  The  foul  in  this  praying  frame*  is  brought  to  that 
ftate>  on  which  God  will  furely  beftow  his  bleOiags.  Hence 
prayer  properly  offered  will  never  fail  of  a  proper  iffeA.  Be- 
fore God  grants  his  favors*  it  is  hie  ufual  method,  to  bring 
his  people  into  a  fenGble,  ferveott  and  praying  condition*  and 
to  open  wide  their  mouths*  that  in  this  way  they  may  be  pre- 
pared for  the  reception  of  the  defired  fupplies.  Prayer,  fays 
one*  Is  the  key,  by  which  the  righteous  open  and  lock  heaven 
at  pleafare.  This  is  beautifolly  exemplified  in  the  cliaradler 
oi*  Elijah  in  onr  coniexx.  He  prayed  and  it  rained  not,  he 
prayed  again  and  the  rains  defcended.  ARonifhing  is  the 
poWer  attributed  to  prayer  in  the  holy  fcriptuies.  God  con« 
defcends  to  fpeak  as  if  his  hands  were  confined  hereby.  In 
the  cale  of  the  angel  wre(Uing  with  Jacob*  He  faid,  <*  Let  me 
•«  go  for  the  d^y  breaketh."  Jacob  replied,  "  I  will  not  let  thee 
**  go,  except  thou  blcfs  me.  And  thus  he  had  (Irengih  and 
**  power  with  God  and  prevailed*"    The  efficacy  of  the  prayer 


ofMofcs  IS  very  remarkable.  God  intf eats  htm  to  let 
alone  bj  folemn  and  great  promifes.  Thus  faith  the 
Lord»  ^  Let  me  alone  that  my  wrath  may  wax  hot  againft 
^  them,  and  that  I  may  confl^me  them,  and  I  will  make  of 
^  thee  a  great  nation/'  The  expreffion  by  which  God  enjoins 
it  upon  hit  people  in  the  prophet  ITai^  is  very  (Irong, 
when  he  fays,  ^  Command  ye  me/'  Such  phrafes,  while  they 
enconragey  mad  be  admired  witka  holy  reverence,  and  not 
ftrained  too  far,  left  the  fpirit  of  prayer  degenerate  into  un^^ 
godly  rudenefk.  Thefe  things  are  wonders  of  condefcen(io» 
on  the  part  of  the  Moil  High,  and  point  to  us,  how  highly  he 
honors  the  duty  of  prayer.  Its  importance^  prevalency  an^ 
efficacy  would  be  eafy  to  expatiate  upon. 

Bat  theft  general  meditations  upon  prayer  will  be  clofed  at 
prefent  with  a  few  words  of  exhortation. 

We  here  fee  the  great  influence  of  tWs  duty  when  rightTf 
performed,  and  how  highly  it  is  refpedled  by  God  himfelf. 
This  therefore  (hould  be  a  fufficient  motive  to  engage  us  in^ 
the  diligent  pradlice  of  it.  It  becomes  fuch  guilty,  empty^ 
and  neceflitous  creatures  as  we  are,  to  bow  with  all  humilityr 
and  yet  with  holy  confidence  before  God,  as  knowing  that  he 
is  both  able  and  willing  to  fatisfy'all  our  ju(l  deQres,  and  to 
caufe  his  grace  to  abound  toward  his  people.  Whatever  we 
want  let  us  aik  it  of  him  in  faith,  and  we  (hall  not  be  denied. 
We  may  always  be  importunate,  when  we  are  fure  the  things 
we  with  arc  agreeable  to  his  will.  There  is  no  want,  ii# 
pofTiblc  want  or  defire  of  a  right  kind  can  arife  in  our  breads 
or  is  felt  there,  to  which  there  is  not  a  promifed  fupply,  if 
the  petition  be  bclicvingly  prefented.  *«  Godlinefs  has  the 
"  promife  of  the  life  that  now  is  and  of  that  which  is  to  come." 
Whatever  our  neceflitics  are,  let  us  with  fervent,  fenfible  ad- 
drefTes  make  them  known  to  God.     What  is  your  petition. 
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and  what  Is  your  reqaeft>  and  thcj  (hall  not  be  reje^ed.  Is  it 
temp<}^  bleffings  that  you  want,  feek  the  Lord  and  fear  be* 
fore  him,  **  He  will  blefs  your  bafket  and  your  (lore.  He 
**  will  open  unto  thee  his  good  treafure ;  the  heaven  to  give 
'*  the  rain  unto  thy  land  in  his  feafon,  and  to  blefs  adi  the 
«  work  of  thy  hand.  The  mercy  of  the  Lord  is  from  erer- 
<*  lading  to  everlafting  upon  them  that  fear  hijn>  and  hia 
^  righteoufnefs  unto  children's  children.  Wealth  and  riches 
'^  fhdll  be  in  his  houfe^  and  his  ri^hteoufhefi  endyreth  forever*'* 

Is  it  fpiritual  bleflings  that  we  need^  God  knows  of  theie 
we  are  extremely  deftitute.  And  what  ts  dill  worfe,  we  are 
not  duly  fendble  of  our  lamentable  condition ;  neither  are 
fervently  petitioning  the  throne  of  grace  for  ourfelves»  our 
families,  our  children,  or  others.  How  many  among  us  are  li- 
ving under  the  load  of  all  their  guilt,  and  abfolutely  infenHble  that 
they  carry  a  weight  fufficient  to  fink  them  to  utter  deftrudion* 
Let  all  fuch  after  fo  long  a  time  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
lay  your  fins  to  heart,  and  repent  and  pray  that  your  fins  may 
be  forgiven  you.  **  Awake  thou  that  fleepeth  and  arife  from 
^'  the  dead,  and  Chrid  (hall  give  you  light.  Call  upon  me 
"  faith  the  Lord,  and  I  will  anfwer  and  fliew  thee  great  and 
<«  mighty  things  which  thou  knowcft  not." 

How  many  doubting  chriftians  are  there  among  us,  fufpen- 
ded  between  hopes  and  fears  with  regard  to  their  immortal 
intereft.  Let  all  fuch  be  more  diligent,  faithful  and  fervent 
in  prayer,  and  if  you  are  the  children  of  grace,  you  (hall  furely 
be  comforted,  **  Ye  fhall  feek  me  and  find  me,  faith  the  Lord, 
**  when  you  fearch  for  me  with  all  your  heart.  Call  upon  me 
**  in  the  day  of  trouble,  and  I  will  deliver,  you,  and  thou  fbalt 

glorify  me." 

Finally,  all  who  have  a^y  regard  for  the  profperity  of  Zion, 
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.«rIio  define  a  revnral  ofpradicml  and  experimental  relink  iu 
.  this  day  of  finall  things*  let  thcsi  be  exhorted  to  be  earneft 
and  abundent  in  prayer  to  God,  with  whom  the  refidue  of  the 
ffmt  is.  Be  aflured  if  ever  there  be  a  revival  of  vital  piety,  it 
mrin  be  ufliered  in  by  an  outpouring  of  a  fpirit  of  prayer  and 
/application.  **  Therefore^  for  Zion's  £ike»  let  us  not  hold  our 
^  peace,  and  for  Jerufalem's  fake,  let  us  not  reft,  until  the 
^  righteoufneis  thereof  go  forth  as  brightnefs,  and  the  (alvatioa 
^  thereof  as  a  lamp  that  burneth."  And  may  our  hearts  ever 
be  directed  into  the  love  of  God  and  the  patient  waiting  of 
Jefiis* 


*. 
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The  Duty  of  Secret  Ptayer* 
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Matt,  yu  6.  But  fhou^  nxfken  tbonprayeft^  entir  -iftU  thy  chfcf^ 
mnd  mihen  thorn  kaft  Jhut  tfy  door'f  pray  to  tbyFatber  ^kh  is  (n 
ffcret,  ami  tBj  Fatbtr  nuUch  fietb  in  ficret  JhiU  rtward  tbti-- 

cf€nly»  '  "'  :  • 


WHEN  Jcfas  Chrift,  the  Saviour  of  the  workl,  entered  upbn 
his  paUic  miniftrfy  the  Scribes  and  Phariifif^nRrere  the  moll 
diOinguiflicd  chara^crs  in  the  JeWiOi  chWch/'Thi^  Wt^-* 
confidered  by  the  inafs  of  tlie  people  as  peribns  of  cxf^ordi* 
nary  piety  and  goodnefs.  They  wre'adtniiW  for  tEe'drtino- 
doxy  of  thcirprihciplcs,  the  ftriflnefs  of  their  ni'6Mls,'ahd  the" 
zeal  and  fervency  of  their '  devotions.  Bnt  ^11  that  for  wbicH' 
men  highly  efteemed  them  was  an  abomination  in  the  'fight  df 
an  heart  fearchini;  God.  Thus  oar  Lord  views  them  in  thefe 
very  points  for  which  they  were  held  iti  admiration,  and  on 
which  their  reputation  was  eftablifhed.  '  H^  aiTiiFcs  his  hearers 
«*  That  except!  yoiir  righteoufcefs  IhaU  exceed  tfie  righteoufncfs 


••  •'  • 
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/<  of  die  Scribes  and  Fharifees,  ye  fhall  b  n»  cafe  enter  mm 
'^^  the  Etngdom  of  heaven.'*  In  the  preceding  chapter  he  ex* 
poies  and  refutei  both  their  dodrines  and  moralst  clearlj  point- 
mg  out  thedangerous  fitUac  j  of  the  one  and  the  bafe  hypocriff 
of  the  other. 

.  tn  this  he  confiders  thdr  condud  and  the  oftentatious  ends 
they,  aded  irom,  in  religious  duties.  When  they  gave  alms»  it 
^asnot  from  jove  to  God.  or  eharity  to  the  poor»  but  merely 
lo.be  fern  and  catch  the  empty  appUufe  of  men.  When  they 
prayed  it  was  for  the  iame  purpofe ;  they  (lopd  in  the  Syna- 
go^'ues  or  in  the  comers  of  the  ftreetSy  but  all  was  for  mere 
ihow  and  to  obtain  a  name  asperfons  of  high  diftindion  in  re* 
ligion.  Chrift  declares  his  abhorrence  of  all  fuch  abominations 
and  commands  his  difciples  to  perform  tibeir  aUns  without  of- 
tentntion,  and  their  fecret  prayers  in  a  private  manner.  It  is 
fbcret  perfonal  prayer  made  publicly  before  fpedators,  that 
our  Lord  here  condemns  in  thefe  Fharifees,  and  enjoins  both 
the  duty  and  the  mode  of  performing  the  lame  in  the  words  of 
our  text ;  **  But  thou,  when  thou  prayefti  enter  into  thy  clofety 
4f  and  when  thou  hast  ihut  thy  door,  pray  to  thy  Father  which 
**  is  in  fecret»  and  thy  Father  which  feetb  in  fecret  ihall  reward 
thee  openly*.  How  beautiful  is  this.divine  diredion,  it  chanxUP 
the  pious  hearty  and  gives  pleafura  to  the  foul  of  fincerity. 

Fcayer  may  be  contemplated  as  of  two  kinds,  publicor  focial, 
and  perfonal  or  (ecret.  The  former  will  be  attended  to  in  iu 
proper  place;,. the  latter  is  to  be  the  fubjed  of  our  prefent  con- 
fidcration* 

t 

Perfonal  er  ieeret  prayer  is  that  wherein  none  joins  or  13 
prefent.  The  perfoa  is  alone  by  himfelff  fcparated  from  the 
view  and  focicty  of  others.  None  is  prefent  but  the  omuifcio 
cut,  and  omniprefeat  Cod  U)  whom  he  ottus  bis  addrefles.  Kc 
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xeprefeiits  what  are  bisperCmal  feelingSt  yicwsy.wttitt  aB< 
dcfires.  And  this  is  the  kind  of  prayer  taaght  os  in  <mr  text* 
In  this  duty  we  are  to  be  asfccret  and  as  much  unobferred  as 
inay  be.  By  dofet  and  ihuttisg  oor  door»  is  evidently  intand- 
ed  any  place  of  privacy  or  retirement,  whether  it  be  the  hoole* 
chamber  or  bam»  the  field  or  woods.  The  diredion  to  us  is  Co 
be  alone.  To  affeft  obfenration  in  this  fervice  is  finful  and 
•diotts  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  an  evidence  of  grtfs  hy poerify. 
This  was  the  condemnation  of  the  Phari(ees>  and  the  command* 
inent  of  onr  Lord  is  to  his  diiciplest  "  Be  not  ye  as  the  Bypo» 
crites." 

This  difconrfe  of  Cbrift  abont  prayer^  plainly  implies  Aat 
it  is  tbeindifpeitfid>Ie  daty  of  all  to  pray  to  God,  and  that  it  is 
particularly  incumbent  npon  every  one  to  pray  by  himfeH^ 
The  Pharifees  are  no  where  blamed  for  praying,  but  for  their 
•dentation  or  affefling  obfervation  in  their  peribnal  devotions. 
When  the  manner  of  performing  a  duty  is  direAed  and  en« 
Joined*  furely  the  doty  itielf  is  commanded. 

Pirayer  m  general  whether  private  or  public  is  a  mod  folemn 
wSt  of  adoration,  in  which  we  reprefent  to  God  our  abfolute 
dependence  upon  htm,  a  ienfe  of  our  wants  and  nece&Sties,  a 
belief  of  his  all-fufficiencf  to  lupply  them,  and  wherein  we 
hun^bly  implore  him  for  this  purpofe.  In  fome  of  thefe 
pardcularSf  prayer  differs  from  pnufe  which  U  an'a^of 
adoration  alfo.  Praife  is  an  a6t  of  adoration  in  which 
we  afcribe  to  Gad,  his  names,  titles,  attributes  and 
works,  and  all  his  glory  $  but  prayer  is  a  reprefenution  of  our 
waats  before  God,  and  offering  up  in  faith  the  d^fires  of  our 
fouls  for  a  fupply  of  the  iame. 

The  fenfe  and  feeling  of  our  wants  at  beft  is  btft  very  weak 
and  imperfieA»  both  in  regard  to  the  things  we  need  and  the 
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jgreamefi'  cf  btxr'neceflity.  Our  real  concepdons  of  diefe  m^t* 
ters>'alsisT  how- feeble  in  coxnparifon'of  what  they  ought  to  be! 
'  but  Gocllpeifcfiljr  undtrflands  and  knows  what  is  mod  proper 
and  expedient  to  be  beflowed  upon  us.  And  blcfled  be  his 
nainet  he' confers  not  according  to  oi!kr  con  traded  fuppllcationft 
tilt  he  gives  Ubexally  and  upbraids  not* 

We  fliall  here  make  a  few  obfervations. 

*■   ■ 

rirfty  to  knprefs.  upon,  cTexy  confdencei  the  importance  of 
prayer,  keeping  in  view  the  e£FeA  it  has  upon  this  fecret  duty. 

«  ;  Secondly,  place, before  you,  from  reafon  and  reyelationi^tlie 
irrefragable  obligs^tion  every  p^fon  is  usder  to  pezform 
fecret  prayer,  or  to  pray  by  and.fqr  himielf. 

'  ■»■■  ■•.,!«,.,.  •,,• 

•  ■  .      «•       ■  *••,         .1  t        t  i        '  1  •■4....' 

Firft,  to  ixnprefs  upon  the  conicience,  the  neccflity  of  this 
duty.  Is  it  Qpt  a  ;thing  exceedingly  rational,  fit  and.  fuitiible, 
arifing  from  the  rejauon  of  creatures  to  their  Cod  i  Wheili^r 
we  confider  our  own  itate  and  condition,  or  the  charadlcr  of 
our.  Creator,  Preferver  and  Benefadlor,  noUiing  can  be  brought 
inte  view  of  fuperior  fuiitablenefs  and  propncty. 

Our  owi^  (late  and  condition  maiilfcfts  the  fitnefs  \^  ith  fucn 
a  glare  of  light,  Uiat  to  negledt  it^  exhibits  sin  awfully  wicked 
ifjpirit  and  a  reprobate  temper. 

Firft,  are  we  not  poor,  indigent  and  dependent  creatures  ? 
Have  we  any  fund  in  our  nature  either  of  fubfiftence  or  hap- 
pinffs  ?  Are  we  not  in  ourfelves  ab^c^ute  weakhefs  and  infuf- 
'  ficiency  ?  -Is  it  riot  then  meet,  that  we  fhould  acknowledge 
truth  that  things  are  with  us  as  they  really  (land  ?  Is  not  God 
in  reafon  the  firft  and  mod  proper  being  to  whom  it  becomes 
'lis  to  make  *fuch  an  acknowledgMdent  ?  It  is  only  by  prayer, 
ty  an  hibnble  declaration  of  our  irae  fiate,  and  a  repiefemition 
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cTour  d4)endSfiht'diFcti'iiaftahces,  tirithan  oQr  wants  and  deplora- 
blcncceflities  we  cah  open  the  fainc  to  the  only  feunttun  of  relief. 
'Wherefore  to  reftrain  prayer  h  to  ipurn  at  the  acknowledge* 
xncnt  of  our  being  indigent,  defolate  and  dependent  creatures. 
It  is  defpifing  a  confcffioh  offz&i  required  by  infinite  author!- 
ty,  and  is  not  onlyninbeconiingy  bat  profane  and  very  abiurd. 

Secondly,  prayci  is  flic  dftty  of  every  individual,  originating 
from  the  nature  and  chirtAcr  of  God,  Let  reafon  anf«eer 
this  queftion,  "  Is  it  riot  in  God,  we  live,  move  and  have  our 
«  beisg."  Can  any  creature  breathe,  exert  a  fingle  movement, 
fupply  his  wants,  or  fi'mifh  himfelfa  fupport,  comfort  and 
happinefs.  God  is  the  fountains  from  whence  every  good 
flows,  acknowledged  or  not.  It  is  rational  then,  that  a  fuffi- 
ciency  in  this  fource  for  a  fupply  of  the  wants  of  all  creation 
Ihould  be  confeflcd,  which  is  the  great  employment  of  prayer. 

If  there  be  two  things  certain,  our  dependence  upon  God, 
and  his  fufficiency  to  anfwer  all  our  fenfibilitles,  does  not  reafon 
di»5late  the  fuitablc  ftatemcnt  of  this  whole  fitnation  before 
him  ?  This  only  can  be  done  by  a  praying  reprefcntation* 
God  knows  whether  there  i&a  feeling  of  chefe  things  previous 
to  tJic  acknowledgment,  but  even  the  abfeice  of  it,  cannot 
take  away  the  propriety  and  con  decency  of  fuch  a  confedion. 
If  we  have  any  refpedt  to  God,  we  fhall  from  the  nature  and 
manner  of  its  operation,  adore  him  by  prayer,  and  wifli  for 
grace,  fupport,  peace,  confolation  and  felicity  from  him. 

Thirdly,  prayer  difpofes  and  prepares  the  heart  for  the  re- 
ception of  mercies.  We  are  often  indifpofed  and  unprepared 
for  blelTings.  If  in  this  temper,  they  could  be  conferred,  how 
could  tliey  be  accepted,  but  with  all  the  indecency  of  an  unfec- 
*ling  and  ungrateful  heart  ?  A  great  caufe  of  pcrfons  not  making 
pre  per  :  flams  for  fdvouj  s  is,  iliey  were  neither  difpofcd  or 
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prepared  by  a  fenribilitj  of  tbeir  fiate  or  waHtt-tereceiTe  th«n> 
Hence  innamerable  mercies  of  God  are  loft  upon  tts,  becaule 
of  the  abfeace  of  a  prepared  heart. 

This  preparation  of  heart  originates  from  a  fenfe  of  our 
dependence!  onr  wants  and  aeceffides.  Mercies  beftowed  in 
coniequence  of  chefe  impreffions  are  entertained  with  proprie* 
tjrand  icratitudey  and  the  foul  exhalts  the  glory  of  God.  The 
fxame  of  mind  forms  the  fool  to  be  a  recipient  of  faTi^urs  defign- 
ed«  It  reduces  the  perfon  to  the  ftate  and  circamftanccs  in  which 
he  ought  to  be.  He  feels  as  he  ought ;  feels  his  unworthinefs ; 
and  that  it  would  be  juft  in  God  to  frown  on  his  requefts  and 
Ipurn  him  from  his  prefence. 

Thus  pray^  fits  the  heart  for  the  receipt  of  mercies  quickens 
and  reviTes  ity  and  prepares  for  their  reception.  It  tends  to 
our  comfort  and  refrefiiment.  to  dired  our  hearts  and  eyes  to 
Cody  and  in  this  way  to  bring  in  a  world  of  hope  and  confi- 
dence to  the  ibuL— I  proceed,-— 

Secondly,  to  place  before  yon»  the  gnat  design  of  oar  Sa« 
viour's  inftrudion,  the  irrefragable  obligation  every  perfon  is 
under  to  perform  fecret  prayer,  or  to  pray  for  and  by  himielf. 

Will  any  fuppofc  themfclves  acquitted  from  this  obligation 
by  being  prefent  in  the  prayers  of  ^e  family  or  church. 
They  may  ignorantly  impofe  on  themfelyes,  that  nothing  more 
in  the  way  of  prayer  is  requifite.  But  let  them  remember  our 
Lord  here  requires  fomething  different,  and  that  there  is  fuch 
an  emphafis  laid  upon  it  that  it  would  feem  to  exalt  it  in  fome 
refpeds  above  all  the  variations  of  focial  and  public  prayer. 
Let  every  thing  be  done  in  order.  The  one  is  to  be  done,  and 
the  other  not  left  undone.  Family,  fbcial  and  congregational 
prayer  is  to  be  performed,  but  private  and  perfonal  prayer  is 
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periups  of  greater  coo&quence.  One  thiagti  ccrtauoy  in  neg» 
led  ^df  the  laiteTf  ibefbnnerwiU  be  of  no  avail.  To  ikow 
tkatperibnal  prayer  if  of  eflcndalcooftquence  to  onr  £dt»- 

»  be  oUcnred. 


Tirftf  peribnal  religion  is  of  the-higheft  concern  to  oTerjr  m* 
difidual.  The  firft  attention  of  each  one  ooghtto  be. about 
and  lor  himfel^  He  oti^bt  to  be  concerned  for  hit  cbildrent 
fiunily  and  fociety,  to  ftek  and  pray  for  their  peace,  profperity* 
and  ialvation*  Yet  in  religion  every  one  muft  attend  to  hia 
own  ca&f  whether  he  is  parent  or  child,  mafter  or  lenrantf  or 
whatever  diCUnAion  may  be  attributed  to  his  indiridual  ch^i* 
ra^er»  this  is  a  firft  thing  obligatory  apon  him,  to  cake  care  of 
his  own  fouL  Would  every  individual  attend  to  his  own  fid* 
varion,  the  whole  world  wotild  be  happy.  If  the  (bul  of  any 
other  were  more  precious  and  important  than  a  perfons  own» 
this  might  change  the  complexion  of  his  anxiety ;  but  there  is 
no  fttch  thing  in  nature,  reafon  or  revelation.  Although  God 
hath  ordained  the  ialvation  of  others  every  man's  concerUy 
yet  he  h|th  enjoined  upon  each,  that  his  own  foul  (hould  re- 
quire his  primary  atuntion.  If  he  lofes  that,  a  world,  and  a 
thouCud  worlds  cannot  make  compenfatlon  Let  every 
one  remember  the  care  of  his  own  ibul  is  committed  to  him. 

Now  ff  a  man's  concern  with  God  and  religion  be  in  the 
firft  place  of  peribnal  moment,  it  muft  furely  follow,  that  per- 
fonal  religion  is  of  the  higheft  confequence.  Hence  fecret 
prayer  as  an  eflential  branch  of  piety  muft  be  attended  to  by 
every  individual.  Whatever  may  be  his  devotion  in  the  pray- 
ers of  the  family,  church  or  ibciety,  it  cannot  plead  ao  apology 
for  the  negled  of  this  duty.  An  attention  to  this  fecret  duty 
prepares  him  for  this  public  fervi^e.  And  If  this  be  dirregard- 
ed,  all  his  public  exhibitions  of  adoration,  howercr  ipicudti  aau 
Ihowy  ia  the  eye^  of  meni  will  be  nothlcg  before  Go:I. 


oi8eeo<i^9  lU  the  .feafenf  which  can  be  adduced  for  public 
ltid4b^4l  worfliip,  apply  it^ih  imefiftaUe  forces  to  mculcate 
die  ^ty -of  ferret  prayer.-  ^Are  we  to  pray  with  and  for  others* 
abfurdity  icfelf  cannot  fey^  We  toe.'ndt  to  pray  fer  ourfdves* 
Th:  reafonabltners  of  the  duty  of  prayer  arifes  from  the  nature 
and  Cftte  cf  man ;  from  his^neeelBties  wants  and  dependence. 
It  there  any  fountahi'  ro  itiSftfArth  either  of  being,  comfortt 
fiipport  er  felicity  t  AB  oaCUre  arilest  and  the  decifion  is,  there 
is  MAW.  Ihis  fliow3  it  to  be  a  mod  meet  and  rational  proce* 
dare,  that  we  fliould  by  prayer  and  fupplication  make  appK- 
tetton  to  God*  ^ho  is-tte  only  fource  firom  which  fupplies  can 
be  had*  Is  every  indiTidual  wanting!  needy  and  dependent, 
hence  it  is  evident  to  demonftratioot  that  every  individual 
coght  to  pray.  Young  and  old,  male  and  female,  bond  and 
free,  from  the  highed  to  the  loweft  ranks  of  mankindi  all  are 
under  this  indifpenfable  obligation. 

Thirdly,  every  man's  cafe  in  innumerable  inflances  is  pecu. 
liar.  There  may  be  a  Hmilitude  in  the  cafes  of  others,*  to  our 
Own,  yet  it  can  hardly  be  found  that  the  circumRances  of  even 
any  two  perfons  can  for  any  trme  continue  the  fame.  Every 
person  bas  a  peculiarity  of  difficulties,  temptations,  doubts  and 
diftrc/Tcs,  ^  Inch  can  be  exprefled  to  no  cnc  but  God.  They* 
ought  to  be  opened  to  none  other.  Therefore  it  is  the  duty 
cf  every  perfon  td  pray  fecretly  and  by  himfelf. 

Fourthly.  Secret  prayer  h  efpeciallya  perfons  own  a<fl,  and 
IS  more  cyprcfliTe  of  cUity  and  obedience  ta  feme  rcfpe^s,  than 
family,  fecial  or  public  prayer.  '  When  we  unite  with  others, 
v.hether  we  lead  or  follow,  we  ought'  to"  make  the  duty  our 
cwn.  Wc  may  afford  our  prefence  in  foci^l  adorations,  and 
mt  a  fingle  cxcrcife  of  prayer*  in  our  hearts.  Social  prayers 
become  our  own,  when  the  feelings  of  our  fouls  go  fcrih  with 
tlie  oiTt-rcd  petitions. 


[49l 

Btttfecret  mdperfimd  f/njtr  if  more  int&e  tatiirc  cfitoar 

tmn  ad.    T&e  eonceptioost  wordt»  fentimenu  and  operadoni 

«f  our  muds  are  in  an  nareftraiaed  maimer  oor  own.    There- 

fiirt  thif  kind  of  prafer  maaifcAt  m  diftingatibing  refpcA  and 

obedience  to  God*    Peribm  may  and  do  attend  public  worfhip 

in  the  church  from  a  thoa&nd  finiftei  motives';  from  politicat 

«onfiderations»  from  a  love  of  decencj  and  apphnfei  from  edu* 

•aiioni  from  fear  of  finfjinlaritjrf  difrcpoution,  ftc.    But  none 

of  thefe  rcafoas  can  infloence  in  the  prefent  talis*    It  cannot 

he perfbnned  for  the  fekeof  fiifiiion  orftow,  hot  from  afeeling 

of  daty.    It  Mt  be  bur  conft tnt  praAice  fome  higher  motive 

muft  fway  the  miad  than  thole  mentioned.    And  thns  it  is  a 

greater  proof  of  obedience  and  regard  to  the  commandmenu 

ofChrift.    The  ftaied  confcicncioos  pradice  of  this  duty,  ei- 

iber  fliows  a  pcrfoasi  love  to  God  fupremely  or  a  fear  anj 

tendemefs  ofheart^  which  prohibiu  difobedience.    The  latter 

na^rnot  be  deemed  perhaps  a  motive  of  the  moft  exalted  kind* 

yet  however  this  mav  be,  it  manifcfts  a  (tate  and  temper  of 

mind  vaftly  foperior  to  that,  by  which  a  perfon  calls  off  fear 

and  reftrains  prayer  before  God.    The  conclufion  in  the  latter 

cafe  is,  the  pcribn  is  given  over  of  God,  and  is  pteparing  for 

fwift  dcftni^ticn. 

Fifthly,  a  fpecies  of  hypocrify  will  attend  us  in  all  our  {cx^ 
vices  in  this  iroperfedt  and  corrupted  ftate,  but  peradventure 
Icfs  hypocrify  can  enter  into  this  doty  than  others.  He  mud  be 
a  hypocrite  of  an  enormous  Gze,  who  can  be  a  hypocrite  alone 
when  there  is  no  raoilvs  or  inducement  to  it,  none  to  applaad, 
or  praife  his  devotions :  none  but  God  is  prefent,  and  all  know 

that  fincerity  is  with  him  the  only  acceptable  offering In 

private  the  foul  as  it  were  undrefTes,  laysafide  9II  the  pomp  of 
public  homage,  and  unrefervedly  pours  out  his  whole  heart,  in 
all  its  wants,  diilrefles,  and  defires-     Ic  is  here  freed  from  the 

• 

G 
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reftra  int  of  the  public  eye,  an  d  all  critical  obfcrvaiion.    Here 
he  enjoys jpeifc^  liberty  to  unbcfom  and  unburden  himfelf. 
He  may  here  pray  and  paufe,  mediute  a  while,  and  pray 
%ain.     Secret  prayer  is  not  only  a  duty,  but  it  is  a  high  and 
eminent  privilege.     How  precious  is  it  to  retire  from  every 
eye,  how  fweet  to  lell  his  whole  heart,  and  to  converfe  with 
God. — The  gofpel  miniftcr,  who  has  prayed  a  whole  day.  and 
led  the  deyotions  of  his  congregation,  twenty  minutes  retire- 
ment haf  often  given  him  more  fpiritual  pleafure,  joy   and  de. 
light  than  all  his  public  performances.     In  the  former  he  has 
done  his  duty,  the  imperfections,  hypocrify  and  meannefs  of 
which  caufes  him  to  weep  in  fecret,  .but  in  private  converfe 
with  God*  where  he  can  open  his  whole  foul,  and    fpread  all 
that  is  in  it  before  heaven,  here  is  pleafure  and   confolation 
that  the  world  cannot  know.     And  this  which  is  the  experience 
of  Godly  minifters,  it  may  often  be  the  cafe  with  pions  chrli- 
tians.     You  have  prayed,  you  have  heard,  your  fouls  have/ 
been  inftruAed  and  refrtihed  by  the  ordinances  of  the  church, 
but  have  you  not  feic  more  extatic  pleafure  in  a  few  moments 
retirement  than  in  all  thcfe  public  offices.     Wherefore  fecrcl 
prayer  and  holy  meditation  is  a  daty  of  the  higheft  importance, 
for  all  who  wifli  for  holinefs  and  happinefs. 

Having  attended  to  this  matter  on  common  and  rational 
confiderations,  let  us  review  what  the  fcripturcs  declare  both 
in  precept  and  example.  Our  Lord's  injunction  In  the  text  Is 
nothing  more  tlian  a  correction  of  foolifh  oftcatation,  and  a 
reduClion  of  this  diity  to  its  proper  place  in  the  fyftem  of  reli* 
gion.  Secret  prayer  was  not  a  new  inflitution,  but  in  force 
from  ll^c  nature  of  things,  and  by  revelation  from  Adam  to 
Mofes,  from  Moles  to  Chrid,  and  its  obligation  niufl  continue 
with  the  exigence  of  the  v/orld.  Let  us  cad  our  minds  to  the 
ancient  fcrij  tuies  on  this  head,  nnJ  wc  will  find  it  neither  a 
novel  nor  merely  achriAian  doClrine.  It  was  always  a  duty» 
andalway:  in  pia^l'ticc  by  \1iq  people  of  God.     Did  not   Abrn- 
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luun's  (errant  pray  a1one»  when  be  came  to  the  place  where  he 

was  to  find  a  wife  for  bis  inafter's  ibn  ?  Did  not  Ifaac  go  out 

to  pray  and  meditate  in  the  field  i   Did  not  J^cob  weep  and 

make  fupplication  in  folitude^  on  his  waj  to  Bethel  I  Time 

would  fail. me  to  mention  Mofes,  Aaron>  Samuel,  Noak 

Daniel  and  Job^  who  in  fecret  were  powerful  interceflbrs 

,  with  God.    Hannah  prayed  alone   at  the  time  of  ofiering 

incenfe.     David  arofe  at  midnight  to  pezform  this  fecret  (er- 

vice.    Cornelius  was  a  devout  perfon   and  a  man  of  prajcr. 

Peter  to  be  in  private  went  up  to  the  houfe  top  to  pray.  But  of 

all  the  inilancts  of  fecret  prayer  our  Lord's  example^  as  in  all 

other  things  dunes  forth  with  brilliant  luftre.    We   read  of  his 

going  to  a  mounuiui  to  the  wildernefsy  to  a.  garden  and  other 

private  places  to  pray  and  converfe  with  his  Father.    Hb 

rofe  before  dayt  rtdred  at  night  for  this  purpofe.     He  wat 

fervent  in  his  devotions,  and  fometimes  offered  up  his  f  upplica* 

tions  with  ftrong  cries  and  tears.     All  pious  people,  in  all  agest 

have  made  confcience  of  this  duty.     To  this  we  have  a  beautiful 

allufion  in  the  revelation,  of  an  Angel,  "  S.:aadiag  at  the  alur 

<*  ofincenfe  before  the  throne  that  he  (houlJoffcrit  with  the  pray* 

<*  ers  of  all  faints.''     If  we  refped  the  corx.mandaicnu  c)f  God» 

the  condud  of  the  wife  and  good,  throughout  all  ^ges,  it  muft 

be  allowed  that  fecret  prayer  is  an  indiipeufible  du  ty,  and  the 

negledt  of  it  involves  the  higheft  degree  of  criminality. 

* 

A  word  or  two  muft  dofe  the  fubjeA. 

AU  will  acknowledge  every  thing  fald  upon  tins  obvioas 
duty  to  be  juft,  rational,  fcriptural  and  proper.  Are  there 
any  who  negleA  it,  their  mifcondud  cannot  be  proved  by  mcn^ 
but  all  is  open  to  the  all  feeing  God.  Such  negligence  is  re« 
proached  by  the  brutal  creation.  The  moil  ftupid  animals 
feel  their  wants  and  tlieir  dependence  upon  the  hand  of  their 
fupplier.  ^*  The  Ox  knows Iiis  owner  and  the  Afs.his  mafter's 
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**  erib/'  bat  drcudfol  ii  the  thpngbt,  God'i  pedplct 
confideri  pray,  nor  are  they  tbankfuh    Thofe  who  have  IWed  f 
IBnltitnde  of  years  in  the  non-performance  cf  this  duty,  it  is 
'ftareely  v^orth  while  to  addrefs  them  ;  but  this  ezhortatioA 
{ball  be  particularly  direded  tp  the  children  and  youth  of  this 
flock.    I  atn»  zoy  precious  young  fricndsi  going  off  the  Qage  of 
life>  and  you  are  coming  on  to  uke  the  pJace  of  your  Fathers 
in  Church  and  State  ;  remember  you  are  God's  and  abfolutclf 
dependent  upon  him.    In  him  you  livcymove  anc  have  your 
being.    You  are  not  your  ow  n^  you  are  God's  by  creation, 
Chrift's  by  baptifm,  and  you  belong  to  the   Holy   Trinity 
for  your  prefervadon.    God  bears  you  on  his  hand»  if  he 
^thdraws  it  for  a  moment,  you  fink  and  perifli  forever.    Have 
you  ever  had  a  feeling  fentiment  of  jour  dependence  i  If  you 
have  Godly  parents,  they  have  tanght  you  to  pray  ;  they  have 
prayed  with  you  alone,  and  put  praying  words  into  your  ^der 
mouths.    My  counfel  is  when    you  pray,  to  confider  what  the 
words  import  and  meau.    What  do  you  a(k,  when  ycu  pray 
that  God  would  preftrve  and  blefs  you  ?  Does  it  not   impcrt 
that  you  are  poor  helple&  and  needy  creatures,  and  that  God, 
alone  is  the  only  fource  of  fupplies^   When  you  a(k  the 
forgivenefs  of  your  fins.    This  implies  a  knowledge  and  fenfi- 
bility  of  your  guilt,  that  you  defcrve  to  be  rcjciScd  of  him 
forever.     When  you  cry  for  the  faoiftification  of  your  natures, 
you  mult  be  fenfible  this  isa  bleffing  which  God  only  can  bcRow. 

My  dear  youth,  my  hope,  the  hope  of  your  parents  and  the 
hope  of  the  world,  allow  me  to  entreat  you  to  pray.  The 
taflc  is  not  hard.  When  you  awake  in  the  morning,  let  your 
thoughts  be  turned  to  God  in  praife  and  gratitude  for  his 
watchfulcare  of  your  prefcrvation  in  your  (lumbering  and  un- 
guarded hours.  Withouthis  guardian  proteflion,  fieep  would 
have  been  your  death,  and  your  beds  your  grave.  In  the 
evening,  you  (hould  recoiled  the  mercies  of  heaven  thiough 
the  dayi  atid  by  prayer  and  gratitude  offer  up  your  evening 
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fltafiirey  if  I  kfc  mj  de«r  people  and  tbeir  chSdren  all  at 
prayer.    Should  I  arriye  at  HeaTen  to  make  the  report,  that! 
idl  my  CO  "gregation,  parenu  and  chttdren  were  a  praying- 
people,  the  oeleftial  ardifs  wo^wgimih  (bngs  of  praife« 
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8  E  R  MO  N-  IV. 


The  Duty  of  Family  Prayer. 


JoAuasair.  15*    jlsfirtneandmyHotfifm,'e't»UlftrvitheL$rd» 

RELIGION  in  all  its  dodrinesy  commandments  and  du- 
ties) is  a  moft  rcafonable  thing.  Nothing  is  required  of  man- 
kind) but  what  right  reafon  fupports.  Family  woHhip  is  that 
branch  of  our  holy  religion  to  which  your  ferious  attention 
with  all  friendlincfs  and  tendemels  is  at  prefent  invited.  If 
this  can  be  a  duty  demonftrat€d  from  the  reafon  of  things, 
and  the  date  of  fociety^  and  the  fame  confirmed  by  the  practice 
of  pious  people,  and  all  rerelation  pours  in  its  influence)  for  itt 
coiroboration)  then  I  truft)  chriftians  will  no  longer  treat  it 
with  negled.  We  enter  upon  this  duty,  with  high  ezpedla- 
tion,  aid  propofe  nothing  le(s,  than  to  colled  all  reafon  and 
revelation  in  iu  farour. 

Confider  the  determination  of  Jofliua  in  our  text.  He  was 
the  greateff  charader  in  military,  civil  and  religious  refpcas  of 
that  age.    He  was  the  immediate  fucceiibr  of  Moiet)  exalted 
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aboTt  aU  d»  chikbtoof  mcBf  to  conTerfe  with  God  face  to 
fjicey  as  a  friend.  This  Jofliua  commanded  three  million  of' 
the  beft  people*  that  erer  conftitnted  the  liraclitiih  nation^ 
which  were  dignified  with  the  title  of  being  the  pecaliar  people 
of  God.  Was  this  estriordinarf  man,  pre-eminent  in  all  his 
relations?  He  (lands  thus  diftingnifhed  in  religion.  And. 
among  all  the  duties  ofptety*  his  fSunilx  fervice  ihines  with 
a  brilliant  luftro.  He  comes  forth  before  the  whole  nation* 
which  he  had  lo^g  dveded,  inftroAedt  comforted  and  led  to 
the  pofleffionof  tl^  promi&d  land,  with  this  dtTine  refolution. 
*<  As  for  me.  and  ttyhoole,  we  will  fenre  the  Lord."  O  I 
that  the  great  men  of  the  eardi  coold  be  mduced  to  imitate 
this  great  example. 

This  chapter  is  the  conclofion  of  the  life  and  adminiftration 

of  Joihoa.     He  recapitulates  to  them  in  brief  narration^  the 

wonders  God  had  performed  for  them  and  their  &thers«     He 

leaves  his  Uft  charge  with  them*  to  fenre  the  Lord :  Religion 

hp  reflgns  to  their  choice.     All  religion  muft  be  a  free  and 

voluntarj  elcdioxL     He  ftates  to  them  his  own  puiyofe  in  the 

words  of  our  uztt  both  with  refped  to  his  perfonal  and  family 

CvodUnefs. 

••     ".  *  ■      ■  . .  ■ 
We  (haQ  confidett 

Firft,  the  duty  of  fiimily  prayer. 

Secondly 9  (how  the  confequences  arifiilg  from  the  perform. 
aace  of  this  fervice,  and  the  negleft  of  it.    As  to  the 

-  Fir&«  in  fuch  an  afTembly  as  this,  there  can  be  no  neceffity 
of  defcribing  what  a  family  is,  or  whufe  bufinefs  it  is  to  lead 
in  the  worfhip  of  it.  Every  one  knows  that  the  head  of  the 
family  or  fome  perfon  deputed  by  him^  is  to  be  the  mouth  in 
this  fervice. 
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FirOft  if  fiuBiUmare  ftid«tieft  (kpcndime  upon  God»  M^  m^ 
{inauiig  ftom  his  inftitotioa  in  die  nature  of  thiiigs»  and  eojoy 
xiippottanideft.  and  ;idirantagi«  to  oniee  in  focial  adoradony  tbtd 
family  woriUpira^doty  of  diTdne  ordinadon.  That  families 
are  fociedesarifiag  ii«ni  the  nunre  of  thingiy  and  from  the 
fuperintandisg  providanco  of  heaivenr  Bone  can  deny  ;  then  die 
heads  of  thofe  familiet  have  gi eat  aodiority  and  adTantagei» 
each  one  haa  power  tO'i^raxa  and  dked  all  wider  hit  roof ; 
t»  indiifl  penalties  opofi  children  and  itrvaats,  who  rtMt 
his  authority)  and  to  ejeA  die  refra^lory  ftom  his  houlcbold. 
He  poiTeftcs  an  aMbltite  intcrcft  in  the  aSMNons  of  his  family  ; 
hence  he  enjoys  the  meft  ptr&A'  advaatagci  to  engage  thetf 
willingly  and  freely  in  this  pleafing  duty.  A  duty  happy  t^ 
him  and  a  blefling  to  all  in  his  hoafc.  Blefled  is  the  houfe 
where  God  is  acknowkd g^ed  and  dwells^ 

Tc  wiU  be  granted  by  att  who  profefs  the  cbriAian  naniey 
that  aU  the  gifts  of  God  and  all  talents  reeemd  from  him, 
ought  to  be  im  proved  in  obedience  to  his  will ;  but  are  not  the 
advam:nge!f«and  opportunides  of;dWine  homage  In  a  family 
capacity,  diftingnifliing  talents.  I  commit  thia  argument  to 
the  head  of  every  family.  You  love  your  dear  families  and 
wiHi  their  profperity  ;  O  !  that  Ged  would  perfuadeyou  to  the 
pleafuie  of  praying  with  them. 

Secondly,  all  who  have  fit  opportunities  for  the  worfliip  of 
God,  ought  carefully  to  improve  the  fame.  Families  have 
thcfe  opportunities  in  perfi^Aion.  Hear  the  word  of  God  in 
the  matter.  <«  I  will  diat  men  pray  every  where,  lifting  up 
'*  holy  hands  without  wrath  and  doubting.  Continue  in  prayer 
**  and  watch  in  the  fame,  with  thankfgiving,  and  whatever  ye 
••  do  in  word  or  deed,  do  all  in  ihe  name  of  the  Lord  Jcfus, 
"  gi'^'icg  thanks  unto  Cod  and  the  Father  by  him  ;  continue 
•*  inlantjn  prayer,  praying  always  with  all  prayer  and  fup- 
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^  pitcadon  in  the  fpirit»  and  watching  therennto  with  all  perfe- 
^  Tcrance,  and  fupplication  for  all  faints ;  pray  without  cea* 
**  fingyin  evei7  thing  give  thanks,  for  this  is  the  will  of  God 
^*  in  Chrift  Jefus  concerning  you.''  To  this  tide  of  revelation» 
many  dreams  will  he  added  in  the  fequel  which  I  hope  will 
bear  down  all  oppofition  to  tUt  doArinc. 

If  it  be  the  duty  of  chriftlans  to  pray  every  where  proper 
and  conirenienty  to  continucin  prayer,  be  inftant  therein,  and 
to  pray  always  with  all  prayer,  and  that  withotit  ceaifing,  theHb 
things  clearly  (how,  that  at  all  times  we  (hould  poflefs  a  pray* 
ing  frame  of  heart,  and  be  ready  on  all  fit  occafions  to  perbrm 
devotional  fervice.  Then  ic  evidently  follows  that  they  ought 
Co  worfliip  God  in  their  fimilies. 

TUrdly,  families  are  the  fubjef^s  of  many  mercies,  guilty  of 
many  fins,  and  have  innnmemerable  wanb ;  hence  it  is  obliga« 
tory  upon  them  to  acknowledge  the  favours  oiP  heaven  in  the 
moft  grateful  praifes^  mourn  over  and  confefi  their  fins,  and  ia 
all  humility  and  eari^eftnefs  implore  the  fupply  of  their  nccefli- 
ties.  Reafon  and  the  common  feelings  of  mankind  didslte 
thefe  matters.  And  all  heads  of  families  who  live  under  the 
light  of  di vine  revdation,  under  proper  goipel  tnflrudh'on,  and 
yet  habitually  neglect  this  important  branch  of  religiouy  they 
live  under  the  condemnation  of  their  own  judgments,  and  the 
frequent  reproaches  of  their  confciences.  Well  might  God 
by  the  Prophet  Ifiiiah,  exclaim  againft  a  wicked  and  prayerlefii 
people  faymg,  "  Hear,  O  I  Heavens,  and  give  ear,  O !  Earth, 
•<  for  the  Lord  hath  fpoken,  I  have  nouriihed  and  brought  up. 
<*  children,  and  they  have  rebelled  againft  me*  The  Ox  know- 
<«  eth  his  owner  and  the  Afs  his  matters  Crib,  but  Urael  doth 
**  not  know,  my  people  do  not  confider.'' 

rourtbly,  heads  of  families  are  commanded  to  teach  tbeir 
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fj^ildren  to  pra>%  to  bring  them  up  in  the  nortore  and  atocK 
viuon  of  the  Lord»  to  inftruA  them  in  the  fear  of  God.  and  to 
(rain  thezn  up  in  the  waj  wherein  they  fhould  go.  Therefore 
they  mud  fureiy  pray  with  and  for  them.  It  is  the  duty  oF 
families  ^to  look  to  Heaven,  that  adl  the  good  things  of  provi- 
dence may  be  fundified  to  them,  and  prayer  is  the  fpecial  ap. 
pointment  of  heaven  for  this  purpofc.  Huibands  and  wives  are 
enjoined  to  dwell  together  as  heirtof  thegrace  of  life*  ■*<  That 
i*  their  prayers  may  not  be  hindered."  This  fully  proves  that 
they  are  to  pray  together.  l{o  man  omits  tliis  duly  fur  con- 
fdeace  fake. 

■  ■ 

»  The  fcripture  iVints  were  fhiniofc  examples  of  this  devotional 
fervice  both  in  the  Old  Tcftament  and  in  the  New.  Wc|  read 
that  Abraham»  the  fother  of  the  faithful,   builc  an  Altar  at 

• 

fihadiem,  ami  when  he  removed  to  Bethel,  he  built  auotlier 
there,  and  ealled  upon  the  name  ox  the  Lord*  And  ^his .  was 
done  wiih  Ijiii  family.  He  there  'worlhipped  Cod  with  his 
houfehold.  l^Iis  pbus  care  of  the  religions  i:i(creU>  of  ^s 
family  tsfpokenof  in  thj  bigheft  terms  of  recomiiieiidatipg^ 
*.*  Iiknowiiim,  faith  the  Lord,  tliat  he  will  command  bis  qhiU 
^'dren,  andhis)ioufchold  ait^r  him,  and  they  ihall  keep  the 
«*  way  of  the  Lord."  What  is  it  to  keep  the  way  of  the 
Lord  ?  It  is  walking  with  him  in  die  pradlicc  of  every  duty. 
For  families  to  keep  his  ways,  muft  iuteiid  the  faithful  main- 
-tenance  cf  religion  i:i  them  and  this  cannot  be  done,  without 
family  devotion  and  prayer.  Ifaac  and  Jaccb,  had  tlicir  ref* 
pedive  altars,  at  which  they  worfhipped  with  thtir  families.— v 
JoGiua  in  our  text,  is  a  dillinguiiling  example,  whcfe  r  JbJutloa 
was,  that  tho'all  llratllhculd depart  ficmthe  adoration  of  Gcdi 
yet  he  and  his  houfc  would  feivc  the  Loid.— David  is  a  re« 
markablc  indar.ce  to  -our  purpole  ;  he  had  brought  the  Aik  tq 
its  place,  and  i'pcut  tlic  day  in  ^^ublic  homage,  then  iie  ix-turned 
heme,  "  To  blels  his  hcullhcld.''  This  can  admit  of  no 
oiluT  conlt;  ucllon,  cn'.y  to  pr:«y  and  woi(hip  v*iih  U^  family* 


-fi^Qbeen  Efifierand  ber  maidcnt*  <<Fafte<I  and  pra3red  to^ 
^gether.^— Job  continually  offered  up  facrifices  with,  or  a&i 
cording  ta  the  number  of  his  children.— -Daniel  went  into  hii 
I«m&»^<  And  kneeled  upon  his  knees  three  times  a  day  and 
**  prayed  and  gave  thanks  to  his  God»  as  he  did  aforetime .''«-^ 
Cornelius  feared  the  Ijord  -with  all  his  houfe,  &  he  prayed  in  the 
faine.*-But  abore  all  examples  to  inforce  this  duty,  the  con- 
duA  of  our  precious  Sayiour^  holds  a  pre-eminent  ratdc.  His 
difciples  were  his  family^  and  we  often  find  him  praying  with* 
then. 

Now  a  duty  thus  enjoined  by  reafon  and  revelation,  and  by 
the  examples  of  Godly  meui  cannot  be  negleded*  but  at  the 
certain  difpleafureofthe  mo&High.'  ''God  will  pour  out 
**  his  fury  upon  the  families,  that  call  not  on  his  name." 
Let  prayerlefs  families  hear  this  threatening,  tremble,  lepeul 
and  reform* 

I  proceed—!^ 

Secondly,  to  dired  your  attentions  to  the  confequenees  of 
pezforming  or  negleding  this  fenrice.    The  blefled  confequen- 
ees and  great  benefits  flowing  firom  the  fmcere  and  confcienci- 
ous  performance  of  this  fiimily  fervice,  can  now  only  be  hinte^ 
at,  and  the  enlargement  left  to  the  contemplations  of  your  own 
minds.     It  b  beneficial  in  every  point  of  view.    li  tends  tQ 
nromoic  the  umporal  intereft  of  families,  to  reftrain  from  vice 
and  extravagance,  to  encourage  induftry,  frugality,  fobriety, 
and  to  excite  integrity  prudence  and  good  order.— It  promotes 
i!;e  moral  virtues^   affe^ion  between  parents  and  children, 
prevents  innumerable  broils  and  much  unbappinefs,  it  calms 
the  tumultuous  paflions,  creates  compofure  of  xhmd,  and  ihcds 
abroad  through  the  faoufe,  peace,  harmony  and  tranquility 

It  will  Arengtlien  in  reftraining  temptations  to  difhoneftyy 
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Uitotfk  and  cxccfs,  i^illcncrcafc  humanity,  tendcrncfs,  chariif 
and  every  virtue.  With  rcfpe<fl  to  all  the  paru  of  a  family  the 
tdvanuges  of  focial  worfhip  are  exceeding  great,  to  hulbands^ 
wivei,  children  and  other  domeftics.  ^  Where  is  no  fear  of  Cod^ 
there  can  be  ao  happinefs. 

A  ipecial  benefit  of  family  prayer,  is  its  tendency  to  revive 
nnd  promote  vital  and  practical  religion.  Families  are  the 
fountains  of  all  other  focieties,  of  congregations,  towns  and 
nations.  Of  what  infinite  importance  ia  it  then  to  the  interefls 
of  piety  in  the  world,  that  religion  (liould  be  cultivated  and 
pradifed  in  them  ?  If  negleded  here,  it  muQ  vaniOi  from  the 
earth.  Therefore,  for  God's  fake,  for  the  fake  of  religion,  for 
the  fake  of  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  as  we  value  the  ialvation 
of  our  families  and  our  own  fouls,  let  us  attend  to  the 
morning  and  evening  facrifice,  to  the  daily  offering  of  prayer 
and  thankfgiving. 

An  eminent  benefit  of  this  domeflic  worfhip,  rs  its  tendency 
to  form  our  families  for  the  better  underftanding ,  and  impro- 
ving the  public  or  congregational  erercifcs  of  religion.  They 
vill  hereby  be  led  to  reverence  and  fan^lify  the  fabbath,  to 
conda£l  with  decency  and  gravity  in  the  houfe  of  God,  to 
give  a  ferious  attention  to  thr  preaching  of  the  wcrd,  and  tlius 
divine  fervice  is  likely  to  become  ufeful  to  them.  It  has  been 
often  remarked  that  the  children  of  praying  families  behave 
better  in  church  than  others.  It  is  well  obferved  by  a  certain 
author,  "  That  a  holy  well  governed  family,  is  a  preparative 
«  for  a  holy  and  well  governed  church.*'  Family  worfliip,  is 
like  the  prophet^s  "  Catling  fait  into  the  fountain,"  it  fweetens 
all  the  dreams,  and  renders  themfalutary  and  ufeful. 

A  compofcd  attention  to  daily  prayer,  will  greatly  tend  to 
imprcfs  a  fenfe  of  God  and  divine  things  upon  the  foul,  to  raife 
qi  the  nnnd  high  and  exalted  thoughts  of  the  glorious  pcrfcc- 


tbnt  and  txcelleQcttS'  of-  the  great  SuprexnCf  axkd  to  kave  --ai 
influence  upon  the  whok  of  pur  daily  walk  and  converfatioa* 
When  we  begin  the  day  with  God»  there  ia  ground  to  hopo 
we  will  <«  Be  in  his  fear  all  the  day  long.''  Thus  I  haw 
briefly  ftated  before  you  fbme  of  the  benefits  flowing  from  the 
Godly  praSice  of  £imily  worfliip.  It  is  beneficial  for  our  teooo 
pOtal  and  (piritual  intereft,  for  this  world  and  the  nezt^  for  uom 
and  eternity.  It  is  profitable  to  our  own  fouIs»  to  the  fonk  of 
our  families,  and  the  church  of  Chrift..  Now  a  tluty  of  fiidi 
high  coniequenge  mod  furely  be  incumbent  upon  all  govern* 
ors  of  houfeholds. 

Butletus  alfoconfiderfor  a  moment»  the  unhappy  con* 
fequences  of  negle&ing  this  divine  fervice* 

They  are  furely  without  the  fpecial  favour  of  God  in  diis 
life.  They  can  hope  for  no  blefCngs  from  heaven,  foeing  they 
deiire  them  not.  Their  ftate  may  be  declared  in  the  language 
of  Bildad  the  Shuhif!,  **  Surely  fuch  are  the  dwellingf 
**  of  the  wicked,  and  this  is  the  place  of  him  that  knoweth  not 
*^  God/'— If  God  be  not  worfliipped  in  a  houici  there  is  dan* 
ger  of  its  becoming  the  refldence  of  Satan.  Vice  and  iniquity* 
fecuricy  and  fin  will  probably  prevail  in  it.  The  common 
mercies  they  enjoy,  frequently  prove  a  fnare,  and  are  often  gives 
them  in  a  way  of  judgment,  and  contribute  to  the  hardening 
of  their  hearts,  and  the  blinding  their  eyes.«-Children  arc 
trained  up  without  religious  in(lru^ion>  withoutthe  knowledge* 
reverence  and  fear  of  God. 

What  will  be  the  deplorable  condition  of  fuch  families,  when 
they  (hall  have  entered  into  eternity,  pafied  trial  before  the  grand 
tribunal,  and  their  eternal  deftiny  irreverfably  fixed  ?  Will  not 
praycrlefs  parents  curfe  the  day  they  were  conftituted  heads  of 
hottfeholds  ?  Will  not  children  curfe  the  parents  who  bad  been 
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9k  hifUkirShiti  61  tKetr  eziftence  i  Tbds  tKeyftaHrmk  dofwrnxii^ 
dat  the  preflhreof  Almightj  wrath,  dwell  in  devouring  flames^ 

Vbrpbemhlkg  God  and  curfin^  oite  another  throughtut  the 
fihwauiifj^  ikges  of  eternity.  Hear  thif  alt  ye  negle^ers  of 
Giod  ahdyotfr  Atty.  When  bis  wrath  Is  kindled  but  a  little» 
jre  Asm  perifli  from  tfie  way.  What  will  you  do  when  hii 
fbry  (Hal!  he  pbttred  out  open  you  to  the  utterttioft  ?  At  bii 
]^elence  tfiehSlb  £ill  dov^»  and  before  him  the  rocks  are  oiel* 
led  away.  Who  then  can  fuftain  the  ftorms  of  his  wrath  ^- 
^ll^illctft  off  them  that  turned  from  the  Lord,  and  thoft 
^  that  have  not  fought  the  Lordy  nor  enquired  after  him. 
**  The  wicked  £iy,  what  is  the  Almighty  that  we  fhould  ferve 
^  bhnt  a^d  what  profit  (halt  we  have,  7  we  pray  unto  him* 
^  Thou  haft  not  called  upon  me*  O !  Jacobf  thou  haft  been 
**  weary  of  me^  O  i  Ifrael,  but  thou  haft  made  me  to  ferve  with 
**  thy  fins,  thou  haft  wearied  me  with  thine  iniquities.'^ 

Let  us  relinquifli  the  gloomy  ideas  refpeding  the  unhappy 
houfcs  where  the  voice  of  prayer  is  not  heard.  And  O  !  that 
:il}  heads  of  families  would  immediately  adopt  the  refolution 
of  the  Pxalmift  andfay,  **  My  voice  (halt  thou  hear  in  the 
**  morning,  O  !  Lord,  in  the  morning  will  I  dirc^S  my  prayer 
'*  to  thee,  and  will  look  up."  Or  the  determination  of  Jofhuar 
tliat  aged  general,  who,  if  his  whole  hoft  (hoald  depart,  would 
ftand  finguiar  and  alone  for  God  ;  **  But  as  for  me  and  my 
"  houfe  we  will  ferve  the  Lord." 

Twc  adilre/Tcs  to  two  different  heads  of  families  fhail  clofc 
thibdifcouriit. 

Fiift,  '>^  xI:^ro  who  pra^ife  this  duty.  Thcfe  of  you  who 
arc  cor.iV.icncious  and  faithful  in  this  precious  fcrvice,  I  cordi- 
ally congratnlatc  you,  that  God  has  difpofcd  your  hearts  to  a 
d*je  attention  to  tlie  fame.    Fraife  the  Lord  for  all  his  favopts 
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^ai  grace*    Everf  blefling  and  ewery  good  and .  p^rfe^  gi(^ 
comes  down  from  aboTCi  thorcfare  let  your  he^ts  bfs  ^lle^ 
with  gn^citade  to  Go^  who  hath  thus  formed  ^our  judgemenU 
2nd  difpofed  your  mi&^s  to  tbif  exalted  and  holy  d\xty. — ^Flead 
eameftly  for  an  increi^e  of  grace  to  be  more  fervent  and  di- 
ligent.   Think  not  you  have  performed  the  wholf^  iervice» 
when  yon. have  bowed  the  knee,  and  prononpccd  th^s  it^u^d  of 
praying  words,  bvit  be  careful  that  four  addrf lies  arif^  from  f 
ienfibiHtyof  heart  and  from  a  feelixjg  of  foul    If  yoqr  family 
devotions  are  a  dull  formality,  what  can  be  e zpeAe<f  from  thp 
reft  i  They  kneel,  they  hear,  they  rift,  ancj  are  ftlll  the  fam<j. 
Not  a  devout  fentiment  of  prayer  or  thankfulnefs,  confcflio^ 
^f  (Inor  prjtife  have  ^iccn  a^wajpened  in  fjbcir  mf^^    Why  ? 
Becaufe  no  fuch  thing  was  in  your  own.    If  J^R  .^Qt)ld  bax^ 
your  &niilies    devout,   be  devout  yourfdVfefip    If  you  wiQ| 
ifx^m  to  %1  lovj,  humiliatiojPs  jEi^d  gratitude,  feel  thefe  gracef 
ip  your  oym  foul^*    ^  feeling  heart  will  caule  feeling  lips» 
\hele  will  create  a  devotional  fpLrit  all  around.    When  you 
have  performed  your  beft  prayci-s,  beware  of  a  dependence  on 
them.     Guard  agaioft  felfrightcoufnefs.     Subftitttte  them  not 
intheroom  of  ChrilL     But  when  you  have  done  your  beft» 
(UU  fed  and  acknowledge  yourfelves  unprofitable  fervants.— • 
**  The  end  of  all  things  is  at  hand,  be  yt  therefore  ibber  and 
«<  and  watch  unto  prayer/'— Let  not  your  prayers  be  long  and 
tedious,  but  weighty,  feeling  and  folemn.     Mumble  not  over 
your  family  prayers  in  a  low  and  indiftinA  voice,  like  a  popilh 
fater  noficff  but  confidsr  yourfelves    leading  the  devotion  of 
others,  and  raife  your  voices  to  a  decent  pitch  that  all  may 
hear.     Remember  our  Lord's  declaration,  <*  Where  two  or 
^'  three  are  gathered  together  in  my  mme,  there  am  I  in  the 
**  midll  of  dum,  to  blels  them." 

A  fi^coud  addrefs  muftbe  direfled  to  thofe  heads  of  families 
who  have  hitherto  omitted  this  duty.  This  (hall  be  (hoit. 
Vaia  are  the  words  of  man.     They  are  as  llraws  ca!l  againfta 


Imzen  waD/whichcanbeof  no  avail  onlers  accompanied  bf 
Che  Almigfaty  power  of  God.  "  A  Paul  may  plant  and  an 
*<ApolIos  water»  but  it  is  God  who  muft  give  the  increafc." 
My  dear  fellow  mortals,  I  know  you  cannot  deny  the 
obligation  of  the  duty»  you  cannot  by  all  the  exertion  of  geni« 
us  offer  any  excufe  approbated  by  your  own  minds  and  fatisfy- 
ing  to  your  own  confciences.  Thr  advantages  of  this  homage, 
and  the  dangers  of  negleding  h  have  been  dated  before  you  ; 
I  fhall  bring  forward  no  more  encouragements,  nor  terrors 
Upon  the  fubjed.  The  whole  matter  is  left  with  God  and  your 
•wn  foulsy  the  blood  of  which  I  pray  may  not  be  found  in  mj 
Ikirts.  Yet  I  cannot  refrain  from  recommending  to  your  fe« 
rtons  condderation  our  text  with  its  connexion,  **  If  it  feem 
**  evil  to  you  to  fcrve  the  Lord,  after  all  the  reafons  and  in* 
*  ducements  laid  before  you,  chufe  'this  day  whom  you  wiO 
^  ferve,  but  atf  for  me  and  my  houfe,  ire  will  ferve  the  Lord." 
Bear  in  mind  the  words  of  the  Prophet  «<  If  Gpd  be  God| 
«<  follow  htmi'  btti  if  bal  be  God  then  follow  him." 


•  I 
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SERMON    V« 


The  Great  Importance  of  Family  Gavernmeni. 


6anu  iiL  13.     For  I  have  told  him,  that  t  nuiU  judgt  his  houfi 
forevcTffir  tbfi  iniquity  nuhich  be  knonuetb^  hecaufi  his  fins  tMuU 
tbcmfihct  vik,  ^nd  be  rejlrained  them  not* 


WERE  I  aiked »  ^hat  is  th€  greateft  bltflixig  or  the  greateft 
carfe  to  mankind  ?  My  anfwer  would  be,  the  proper  or  impro« 
per  government  of  families.     Where  families  are  wifely  and 
flsiUully  governed,  it  is  a  fuperior  blcfljng  to  the  world.     It 
cau&s  heavenly  dews  to  dcfcend  like  rain  upon  the  mown 
grafs.     Celeftial  favours  are  iliowered  dov  n  upon  governors 
and  governed  ;  the   love  and  promiies  of  God  will  dwell  ia 
that  honfe.     And  it  is  blefled  individuals,  that  form  a  blefled 
churchy  town  or  common  wealth.    As  the  well  government 
of  famiUes  tends  to  the  profperity  and  happinefs  of  the  worlds 
to  the  reverfe  is  the  mod  deadly  curfe.    A  hoft  of  the  eviU 
which  infeft  the  human  race  derive  iheir  origin  from  the  de« 
rangementi  Ul-govcrnment  and  miimanagemc&t>  of  fiuBihci# 


Tfhe^  Iweome  Kheoir  ef  Sataii^  where  igiionmee»  Ixnitifliiidi^ 
ienru4itt]r-aad  every  TiceprevaiL  -Here  envy,  ftrife,  conten- 
tioQ^pridetXoveteufneis/reTeDgef  with  all  ihe  abominadoiuii 
vtkkh  have  conuminated  human  nature,  contbnalty  refide* 
From  the  wickedne&cif  famSies,  th^  wtckiMiBeis  of  fociaty  both 
ia  church  and  llate  proceeds.  How  important  and  aeceflary  a 
work  isttt  taca.l  Tale  into  thefe  corrupted  fonnuin$  i  If  ihefis 
fojrces  of  evil  could  be  purified,  and  the  viciuufneft  of  fiuniliet 
^firtdf  it  wonld  prevent  many  of  the  cdkmti  ics  of  the  earth* 
•Multitudes  of  the  judgmenu  which  fall  upon  the  world  are 
•cauf^dby  the  ill-government  of  houfeholds.  Of  which  we 
luve^kd  a^ful  ia.laace  ia  the  mi:lancboly  ftory  before  us. 

Xli  feems  upon  the  whole  to'have  been  a  man  of  fome  de* 
•gree  of  piety,  but  wasgrofs-y  deficient  and  finfiil  in  one  point, 
'towitinthe  govemmsat  of  his  family.    And  his  evil  con- 
4iuAhere,  brought  the  judgement  of  God  npon  hittfelfand 
:Us  pofterity.    Hence  the  Lord  appears  in  vifion  to  young 
Samuel,  and  mikes  known  to  Jiim  the  things  that  Were  quick. 
ly  to  come  to  pafs,  refpe<$ling  Ifrael  in  general  and  the  family 
of  Eli  in  particular.    ^*  Behold,  iaith  the  Lord,  I  will  do  a 
^  thingin  IfraeL  at  which  both  the  ears  of  everf  006  fhmt 
**  heareth  it  (hall  tingle/'    This  tremendous  judgement  we 
iiave  upon  record  in  the  next  chapter,  when  the  amy  of  Ifrael 
was  defeated  by  the  Philiftines,  and  the  Ark  of  God  ta^cea. 
But  all  the  remaining  part  of  the  vifion  is  agatnft  Eli  and  hit 
Jioufe.    From  this  our  teit  is  taken.    **  For  I  have  told  him, 
^  that  I  ikAI  judge  his  houfe  forever,  for  the  iniquity  which  he 
^  knoweth,  becauie  his  Tons  made  themfelves  vile,  and  here- 
M  Arained  them  not.**    This  is  the  denunciation  of  heaven 
Sigainft  this  wicked  and  nngovemed  family.    The  Lord  had 
lieretofore  informed  him  by  a  prophet,  and  preadmoniflied 
bim  of  the  privileges,  favours  and  honors  which  he  enjoyed,  of 
the  bafe  condud  of  his  children,  his  indulgence  and  allowance 


^Jtemin  dieir  iniqofeotti  cottrfe<»  and  that  the  jaft  paj^tLuifmi' 
of  dime  Tcngeance  fliould  be  inflided  upon  him  and  theniw  He 
vaf  not  poniOied  without  doe  wuTung»  and  he  had  time  giveo 
for  repefitance  and  refonnatioo*    God  had  faid  to  him  by  tho 
propheu  ^  Whertfere  Uek  ye  at  siy  lacrifice,  and  at  my 
^  oSeringf  nvfaioh  I  have  commanded  in  mj  babkationt  and 
M  hottoreft  thjr  iboi  above  me.     Behold  the  day  is  come  that 
^  I  wtU  cut  off  thf  arm  and  the  arm  of  thy  .fatliers  booTey  and 
^  there  fhall  not  be  an  old  man  in  thy  houfe  forever,  and  the 
^  man  of  thine»  whom  I  (hall  not  cut  off  from  mj  altar»  ihall 
"be  to  confume  thine  eyesy and  to  grieve  thy  heart,  and  all 
^  the  cncreafe  of  thy  hoofe  (hall  die  in  the  flower  of  their  age.*^ 
Thos  he  .was  previoufly  and  fully  ac^aatnted  with  his  fins  for 
which  he  was  to  fuffier.    He  itnew  that  he  had  not  governed 
Hb  fiunilsTt  according  to  reafon,  nor  according  to  the  power  i»' 
Us  hands,  nor  agreeably  to  the  commandments  of  God.  There-^ 
fcre  it  was  determined,  that  he  (hould  be  made  a  public  ei* 
ample  to  all  future  generations,  that  rulers  of  families  might 
fear  and  tremble,  and  avoid  his  unhappy  conduct* 

But  here  enquiry  may  arife^  did  not  Eli  govern  hts  family  i 

Did  he  not  reprove  his  Ions  for  their  ill  behaviour  ?  And  what 

snore  could  be  required  ?  It  is  true  he  rebuked  his  ions,  but  it 

was  in  a  manner  altogether  unbecommg:  a  parent  veAed  with 

bis  authoxity.    He  treated  his  wicked  children,  as  many  care- 

lefs  heads  of  families  in  our  day  treat  theirs.    Perhaps  they  fay 

ta their  children  guilty  of  the  Uackeft  crime,    ««  Tbefe  things 

diat  ye  do^^my  children  are  not  right,  they  arenot  of  good  re* 

port  therefore  be  advifedto  refrain/''  What  fort  of  reproofs  dfd 

Eli  adaunifter,  when  his  fonshad  been  guilty  oTfuch  attrocious 

abonunations,  that  decency  prohibtu  the  repetition.    He  fpoke 

in  fcft  and  timid  language  <*  Why  do  ye  fuch  things  ?  For 

*  I  bear  of  your  evil  doings  by  all  the  people.     Nay,  my 

f*l«BSi  for  it  if  no  goodreportytfaat  I  hear  \  ye  make  the  Lord's 


^  peop\t  to  tniSgtets.^    Obrerve  the  tesfderftefs  and  lenity  tf 
every  word,  as  tho*  he  fe  ared  and  reverenced  his  children,  W* 
ther  than  thej  hrm.     Soitte  may  be  ready  to  fay,  vrhat  conld 
he  have  done  more  ?  T^ey  were  arrived  to  the  age  of  men^ 
tnd  pad  that  corredion  which  might  be  propet  for  chitdrem 
The  anfwer  in  this  cafe  (hsdl  be  a  reference  to  God  himfelfl^ 
He  is  an  infinitely  fit  and  wife  judge,  and  his  judgement  wai 
quite  otherwi&f     It  appears  exceedingly  probabk,  from  Eli's 
temper  and  charadler,  that  when  they  were  children,  he  was 
finfully  carelefs  and  indulgent,  and  did  not  even  then  inftni^ 
corred  and  govern  them  as  he  oughts     But  God  is  not  dif* 
pleafeil,  becaufe  he  reproved  them,  but  becaufe  he  did  not  re* 
|>ukethem  fharply,  and  exert  his  authority  in  retraining  er 
punifhing  them  according  to  their  deferts.     **  His  fons   made 
*'  themfelves  vile,  and  he  reftrained  them  not."  It  is  more  than 
I>robable  had  they  been  ruled  by  a  proper  difcipline,  when 
young,  and  not  been  allowed  in  an  exceflSve  licenfc  or  left  to 
their  own  heads,  when  they  became  men,  they  would  not  have 
ja^ed  the  flagitious  part  they  did.    Attend  to  the  declarations 
of  heaven,  God  will  pour  out  his  judgments,  becaufe  they  were 
not  now  reftrained,  even  in  their  ftate  of  manhood.     Eli  had 
it  in  his  power  as  a  father,  as  an  ecclefiailical  and  civil  cBicCr, 
if  he  could  not  reclaim  them,  to  have  depofed  them  from  the 
priefthood,  banifhed  them  from  his  family,  or  to  have  executed 
upon  them  the  laws  of  the  land  ;  to  have  brought  them  before 
the  elders  of  the  city,  and  there  accufcd  them  of  tlieir  crimeSf 
difobedience  and  rebellion,  and  they  would  have  been  ftoncd  to 
death,  and  thus  he  would  have  averted  evil  from  his  houfe* 
and  the  bleiUng  of  God  would  ftill  have  attended  him  and  his 
family,  and  it  might  have   fufpcnded  the  awful  judgments 
which  fell  on  the  nation.     But  he  granted  them  all  indulgence 
in  their  childhood,  and  reftrained  them  not  when  they  grew  up, 
therefore  for  this  iniquity  will  the  Lord  "  Judge  his  houfe  for- 
**  ever."    0  I  how  dreadful  a  curfe  is  this,  to  be  infli^ed,  not 


fr. 


00^  Upon  himfelf)  but  likewife  upon  his  unhappy  pefterfff 
condnually  i  Should  not  this  alarm  the  attention  of  all  headi 
offamiSeSyleft  being  defefktre  in  point  of  government,  we 
flumld  procure  the  angry  refentments  of  heaven,  not  merely  to 
ourfelvei ,  but  alfo  to  our  miferable  offspring.  This  was  evident* 
If  Eli^s  uuhappy  cafe,  that  God  was  incen'cd  againft  him  for 
not  governing  his  houfe  with  that  holy  difcipline  which  was  his 
duty^  This  eafy  man  when  his  children  offended,  ftems  to 
hane  taken  Ho  notice  thereof ;  when  their  heinous  condud  was 
foch,  that  they  ought  to  have  been  expelled  from  his  family 
or  put  to  death,  all  he  faid  to  thefe  mifcreants,  who  were  the 
vileft  of  the  vile,  was,  *\  Nay,  my  fons,  this  is  no  good  report 
•«  that  I  hear."  And  perhaps,  he  would  not  have  faid  fo  much 
as  this,  only  that  the  people  kept  dunning  in  his  ears  the  enor* 
mous  wlckednefs  of  his  fons.  Wherefore,  my  brethren.  Ictus 
all  be  folemnly  exhorted  from  this  melancholy  example  to 
govern  our  houfeholds  according  to  reafon  and  the  word  of 
God. 

In  order  to  the  well  govemmg  of  any  family,  three  things  ap- 
pear to  be  abiblutely  neceffary ;  authority,  wifdom  and  religion. 
Tiiofe  who  have  entered  into  the  office  of  governors  of  fam- 
ilies, whether  they  have  undertaken  it  from  rational  or  paf- 
fionate  motives,  their  duty  now,  is  to  feek  after  and  cultivate 
thofe  qualificationsiSw'hich  may  enable  them  to  fill  their  office 
\vlth  propriety  and  ufefuincfs. 

Firft,  thofe  who  arc  governors,  let  them  maintain  a  juft, 
tender  and  dignified  authority  in  their  houfcs.  This  was 
Eli's  fin,  he  had  a  family,  but  no  authority  therein.  Where 
there  isadeftitutlon  of  this,you  will  be  lightly  efteemedby 
thofe  whom  you  ought  to  rule.  When  your  authority  is  loft 
you  poflefs  no  longer  the  power  of  government.  If  you  defire 
the  fmiles  and  bleffings  of  heaven  upon  yourfelves  and  fami- 
lies, endeavour  to  keep,  maintain  and  fupport  a  proper  authori- 


tfin  ibcnL  littycmrhoarehoU  knew  jcm  antlierity  it  moit* 
fa  affomed  poweri  but  that  ic  arifes  from  the  nature  and  relai* 
don  of  things*  that  icis  an  ordinance  of  God,  and  be  it  the 
pod  of  order  and  not  of  c<mfufion,  ^d  therefore  it  is  ne* 
ccflaryy  that  order  and  decency  fliottld  be  preferved  in  thr 
vbolc  hooftt  and  that  e^crf  one  (hould  know  bis  place  ao4 
cheerfolly  perform  his  dntjr.  At  fi:  (eafon*  pUf  and  recrea«^ 
tion  is  as  neceflanr  for  childreriv  at  care«  indultrf ,  fobriety  and' 
attention  in  more  advance d  lift.  The  fuperintendence  of  the 
parent  b  only  to  fee  th«it  propriety  be  refpofted  in  all  theft 
natters.  When  it  is  expedient  to  manifeft  your  authority  to^ 
your  children  and  o  hsr  domeftiei,  let  them  kno>^  as  far  aa 
5EOU  are  capable,  that  you  are  influenced  by  reafon,  and  front 
obedience  to  God.  Nothing  can  better  Aipport  your  authority 
dian  a  due  obfervance  of  this  rule.  The  more  carefully  yo« 
are  governed  by  reafon  and  the  fear  of  God  yourfelves,  the 
greater  will  be  your  influence  over  thofe  entrufted  to  your  in- 
fjiedion.  Guard  agwnft  that  too  general  weakneft  of  our 
nature,  a  bnrfting  forth  of  intemperate  paflions,  and  indifcreet 
words  before  your  children.  Nothing  has  a  greater  tendency 
CO  depreciate  our  authority  than  this.  Children  begin  t^ 
reafon,  fooner  than  we  are  often  apt  to  imagine,  aftd  they  be. 
holding  us  tranfgreffing  reafon  by  foolifli  paflion,^'it  not  only 
teaches  them  to  be  paffionate  and  irratigpal,  but  too  oftexj 
brings  upcncurfclves  a  reduAion  of  our  ^wor.  And  it  is  a 
humiliating  cjrcumftance  to  a  parent,  when  he  muft  afk  par. 
don  of  his  child.  This  does  not  appear  to  be  the  feeble  fpiri^ 
ted  EU'5  crime  ;  and  he  was  not  a  man  dcftiute  of  pafSons, 
for  the  lad  exertion  of  them  has  always  been  produced  as  the 
higheft  lymptom  of  his-  r^igion,  that  when  he  heard  of  the 
capture  of  the  Ark  of  God,  his  pafiions  of  a  pious  complexion 
arofe  fo  high,  that  he  fainted,  fell  backward  from  his  feat,  and 
the  fiiU  ended  his  days.— Wherefore  watch  over  your  paflions. 
They  are  like  the  waves  of  the  icatuftfiil  in  the  fbuly  but  too 


C7o3 

0Aeii  become  like  boifterGOswindsy  that  overwhelm  k  inde^ 
4SrOdioii«  Vr  herefbre  a  rational  and  moderate  courft  in  tlui  bu- 
Jinel's  lies  between  a  hanghtyrigour*  a  fupercilious  frownf  and 
a  domineering  afped  on  the  one  band«  and  angry  heats» 
fbnd  indolgenoesy  and  eafy  weaknefs  on  the  other.  I  readily 
grant  it  is  difficolt  for  our  corrupt  natures  to  maintain  at  all 
tiroes  that  dignified  equanimity  of  fouly  livhich  reafon*  com- 
monfcbftand  thcholy  feiiptnrcsdire^^,  but  this  is  what  we 
flways  ought  to  be  aiming  at»  praying  {otf  and  making  out 
polar  flar. 

Sceondlyt  would  we  wifli  for  orderly  and  well  governed 
fiimilies,  wifdrm  is  of  leading  importance.  Wifdom  iar  of  die 
IKmoft  moment  in  all  things  to  dircA.  Henc^  We  flioufd  hU 
Vour  for  prudence  and  (killfulneis  in  this  matter.  The  perfon 
who  undertakes  to  be  the  head  of  a  family,  undertakes  to  go- 
^m  the  fame.  In  order  wifely  to  peiform  our  doty  herein 
mt  ought  to  acquaint  omfelves  with  the  different  tempers  and 
rfifpofidon^  of  thofe  who  are  vmder  our  care,  not  to  treat  every 
Me  jufli  in  the  iame  way,  but  as  prudence  and  difcrttion  may 
dired.  Some  are  more  intelligent,  and  feme  more  dul],fome 
Isorc  forward  and  impertinent,  feme  backward  and  bafhful  ; 
Ibme  of  tender,  and  others  of  Aubbc  m  difpofitionf.  Each  ono 
io  various'  »fpe6h  requires  a  different  treatment.  Some  art 
teA  mani^ed  by  love;  and  gentlenefs*  while  others  have  need 
•f  (harpneCs  and  feverity. — We  moft  al/b  obferve  a  due  diA 
tindion  between  di  Jerent  faults,  and  proportion  our  rebukes 
and  reprebenfionstothe  fame ;  and  not  aft  according  to  the 
Cttfiom  of  too  many,  be  rigidly  fevere  for  a  fmall  ofience»  and 
licarcelyuke  notice  of  one  which  is  much  greater.  It  is  an 
sCfieAbg  maitm,  ^  That  our  minds,  fpiriis  and  tempers,  are 
^not  always  at  our  right  hand."  There  is  a  family  jufticc 
which  ought  to  be  maintained,  as  well  as  public  jnftice  in  the 
common  wealth.  And  when  an  equity  of  difpenfation  mcen* 
furesisnttkcptups  family  go vcramcat  fuff?n  injury  and  i« 
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endangered.    Let  us  be  careftd  that  we  fhew  ourfelves  wife 

parentSyand  that  love  holds  the  dominion  in  all  our  ezercifes 

of  goyenunent.    Where  our  families  fee  that  their  good  is  our 

babitual  end,  thej  will  be  the  more  readily  induced  to  yield  a 

ready  obedience.     If  we  would  have  others  reverence  proprie* 

ty  and  good  order,  let  us  be  careAil  to  refpcd  them  ourfelves. 

Is  he  fit  to  reftrain  others  from  pai&on,  dronkenefi,  and  unfeem- 

lycondad^  who  cannot  reftrain  himfelf  ?  Will  net  inferiort 

defpife  reproof  for  crimesi  of  which,  they  fee  the  fuperiors  no* 

torioufly  guilty  ? 

Thirdly,  would  you  maintsun  a  right  and  chriftian  Govern* 
snent  in  your  houfes,  religion  is  an  eflential  requifite.  Mem 
anions  generally  follow  the  prevailing  bent  of  their  difpoC- 
tions.  If  we  are  governed  by  true  piety  ourfelves,  it  will  have 
a  mighty  influence  upon  the  good  order  of  thofe  under 
our  infpe^ion.  Let  our  own  fouls  be  in  fubje6lion  to 
God  and  Jefus  Chrift>  and  (how  a  more  fteady  obedience  to 
the  divine  precepts,  than  we  can  ezpeft  any  fhould  yield  to 
ours.  If  we  venture  to  difobcy  Jehovah  why  fhould  othen 
fear  to  difobey  us  ?  Are  we  more  capable  of  punifliing  mii^ 
condud,  or  bountifully  rewardmg  obedience  than  the  moft 
High  ?  Take  heed  then  that  the  honor  and  authority  of  Go4 
be  fupported  in  your  families,  and  be  more  tender  in  your  re* 
bukcs  for  faults  againft  yourfelves,  than  thofe  which  are  againft 
the  Majefty  of  Heaven  and  Earth.  This  was  the  iniquity  of 
Eli,  that  his  children  greatly  difbonored  God,  and  he  reftrain- 
ed  them  not.  Let  us  be  eameft  for  the  falvation  of  the  im* 
mortal  fouls  of  our  families,  and  be  more  careful  to  provide  for 
them,  an  intereft  in  heaven,  than  an  inheritance  upon  earth. 
Let  us  not  only  pray  with  and  exhort  them,  but  alfo  teach 
them  to  pray.  Let  us  frequently  be  dropping  things  in  their 
prefence,  which  may  have  a  tendency  to  awaken  their  attea>i 
tion  to  God,  their  fouls  and  eternity. 


I  knoWf  my  deir  brethren,  hj  long  eiperieiMi  dm  It  ii 
eafier  to  preach  than  praAife.  A  nan  can  with  facility  form 
an  excellent  effay  in  his  ftndy,  from  which  in  pradical  life 
hit  deviations  are-nomtroBfi*  However  this  may  be,  it  is  iife« 
fid  to  have  a  good  copfbefeve  us.  ThoVwe  may  never  be 
id>k  pa rfeOIy  to  imiti^  the  maftevs  line,  yet  it  may  be  df  die 
liigheft  improvement  and  advantage  to  the  'leanei'f  dFteo  t» 
4k  catting  his  eye  upon  it* 

I  fliaU  ttowcottclttde  this  diicourle  withfome  motives  to 
imprefs  the  obferration  of  this  fnbje6t  upon  every  head  of  ft 
faonf ehdd  that  we  may  be  all  induced  to  pradtift  it  as  far  aa 
In  our  power. 

If  there  were  a  proper  government  of  families  maintained 
what  blei&ngs  might  we  not  ezped  would  redound  from  it  .to 
fociety,  to  church,  and  ftate,  to  families  themfelves  and  the 
world  ?  Nature  itfilf  fhould  deeply  engage  us  in  the  carefill 
and  diligent  education  and  government  of  our  houfeholds. 
Tour  children  are  as  it  were  parts  of  yourfelves,  your  under* 
Handing  and  feelings,  difpofe  you  to  love  and  provide  for  them 
as  yoorfelves.  Can  you  then  be  negligent  of  their  greateft  con- 
cerns, their  u&fulnefs  and  comfort  in  this  world,  and  their 
felicity  in  the  next*  Can  you  bear  the  thought  of  manlfefting 
to  your  children  mere  animal  affefbion  ?  This  the  brutes  of  the 
field  and  the  birds  of  the  air  exhibit  to  an  higher  degree  in  re* 
fpe^  to  their  offspring,  but  as  foon  as  they  are  able  to  (hlft  for 
their  own  fuftenance,  the  appearance  is,  they  are  remembered 
no  more  1  Confider  my  brethren,  it  is  not  mere  animals  we 
have,  to  tame  and  govern,  but  to  educate  and  train  rational 
and  inmiorul  beings  for  the  fervice  of  God,  and  the  happinefs 
of  ibciety.  Nature  teaches  children  fome  things  without  our 
a^ftance,  but  the  God  of  Nature  hath  intruded  the  moft  eC- 
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fitetial  things  to  our  care.  It  is  govSfhmeati  diCcipUntf  an  J 
educationf  that  forms  the  man.  If  we  only  mftrudl  them  how 
to  get  a  living  for  a  few  days  or  years  in  the  worlds  and  they 
are  not  taught  the  knowledge  of  themfelves,  of  God  and  Jefos 
Chrift,  and  the  way  to  heaven»  <:an  they  feel  any  fentiments  of 
gratitude  to  yt>u  in  eternity  for  their  cziftence,  yea,  perhapSf 
they  will  rather  curfe  the  day  of  their  birth  forever.  It  is  in 
the  power  of  parents  to  do  their  families  the  greateft  kindnefs  or 
injury.  Aid  them  to  an  holy  acquaintance  ivith  Godi  and  to  an 
interefi  in  the  precious  Saviouriandyou  do  more  for  them  than 
'sf  you  made  them  prefidents  of  nations  or  kings  of  the  earth. 
If  you  only  inftruft  them  for  worldly  and  ungodly  purpofes, 
they  are  as  likely  to  perifli  as  if  you  had  fold  them  to  Satao. 
Many  in  ancient  times  facrificed  their  children  in  the  burning 
brafs  of  Moloch's  image,  what  do  they  better  in  modern  times, 
who  negleA  the  religious  governmentf  and  rational  and  chrif- 
tian  education  of  their  children  ?  The  way  to  manage  and 
bring  up  our  offspring  for  God  and  happine(s»  and  the  way 
to  bring  them  up  for  deftrudtion  are  clearly  reprefented  unto 
us  in  the  oracles  of  truth.  When  we  indulge  them  in  licen- 
cious  courfesj  wink  at  their  vices,  teach  them  the  firll  princi- 
ples of  gambling,  and  indulge  them  in  infernal  orgies,  and 
bachanalian  routs,  what  could  we  do  more  for  their  everlafting 
ruin,  if  we  had  dudied  their  dc(lru<5bion  ?  Can  it  be  probable  that 
fuch  children  will  be  found  in  heaven,  more  than  that  Hophni 
and  Phineas,  thofe  two  vile  fous  of  Eli  are  there  ?  Let  us  be 
exhorted  to  take  warning  and  learn  every  one  to  govern  his 
ownhoufe.  If  he  be  worfe  than  an  infidel  who  provides  sot 
food  and  raiment  for  his  houfehold,  what  mud  the  monfler  be, 
who  allows  his  children  in  all  manner  of  wickednefs  ?  Nay,  it 
would  take  the  pencil  of  a  Seraph,  t©  draw  the  piflure  of  fuck 
awful,  inhifman,  and  barbarous  parents.  I  entreat  you,  my 
dear  fellow  immortals,  by  the  mercies  of  God,  by  the  precious 
fouls  of  your  dear  children,  that  you  be  not  found  fuch  fathers 
as  Eli,  or  fuch  unnatural  monftcrs  as  dcftroy  thtl*  offbpring. 


Bxert  ibe  wadmhr  In  ycmr  families  wbith  Gk>d  hath  itmtteA 

you  witbf  reftrain  your  children  from  Tice*  (et  before  tbeai 

examples  of  piety  and  virtiie»  brin^  diem  np  in  the  nurture 
aM  admonition  of  the  Lord^  fo  that  if  they  periA,  ihcr  blood 

may  not  be  found  in  ytmr  ikitts.    Let  the  counfel  of  Soldmos 

be  engraven  upon  every  parental  heart,  **  Train  up  a  child  in 

« the  way  he  Ihould  gOiaiid  when  be  becomes  old»  he  wSl  not 

^  depart  ibeiefroDlib*'. 
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t*  * 


S^me  Duties  of  Parents  to  their  Little  Children. 


£pbe<  Yit  4*    And  ye  fathers  prwfoke  mi  your  children  U  ^rathf 
tut  bring  them  up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  9/ the  Lord. 

RELIGION  isof  fuchanatnrey  that  ic  extends  to  ewerj 
age  and  every  charader.  Not  only  docs  it  command  the  at* 
tention  of  the  mature  in  age»  but  younger  years  arc  to  be  4i- 
rededby  it.  And  lictle  ones^  the  fweet  lambs  of  the  churchy 
teforc  they  can  appear  to  us  to  think,  or  reafon,  are  to  be  ta* 
ken  into  its  guardianfhip.  O  I  how  precious  is  the  church  of 
Chrift  I  It  fpreads  its  wings  orer  the  whole  body  of  the  faith- 
ful,  but  inthefofteft  and  tendereft  manner  broods  the  young. 
A  great  truft  is  committed  to  parents  ;  every  infant,  thrown 
into  their  fond  embraces  by  heaven,  is  ever  attended  with  this 
pleafing  commifiion,  **  firing  up  this  babe,  and  nourifh  it  for 
<' immortality  ;  you  feel  it  in  your  arms  a  precious  creature, 
<<  and  it  is  given  to  you  to  render  it  ufeful  in  the  world  and 
V  to  form  itfor  eternal  felicity/'    The  tender  charge  is  folemn, 


•t 


fi^s,  ^  LdrdU  ^th  pteofoM  I  imdenake  the  bufmeis,  it  (hall  hi 
tttf  ddigbty  t»  do  aJl  ii»  ID7  poworto  itttWer  the  gift,  ndfsKr 
fit  «T  troft." 

ABowxne  hette  to  niAMf  due  MHaric  arifiAg  from  lon^  et- 
perieace  and  mudl  ofalhrvatioii.    That  a  peopfe  accuftomcA  V 
to  fae^  the  4^ff^*  of  pace,  to  be  taoght  the  firft  pfindplti 
andexpcviinenttdTiews  and  exercifes  of  internal  and  Thai  rcli* 
^D,  att  which  mc  iairifible  to  their  fellow  men,  th^j  will  beaf 
in  thi«  vefjf>e6fcrtho  nod  cloft  and  feflrchrag  pvenchia^^  bur 
yidua  the  tifible  parts  of  rdigioil  and  external  dotief  are  ex' 
liakied  and  incmlcatodyoo&e  more  ^tedand  offiendod  than 
thefe.    Their  hearts  are  anKMig  the  fiiA  to  prononnce  it  carnal 
and  legal  preaching*    Multkiides  in  all  oar  congregations^  wifh 
their  miniftflrs  to  dwell  mdreopcnr  the  moral  duties,  and  vifi* 
ble  virtues  of  piety  than  they  generally  do.    This  ha*  its  fin« 
ifler  origin  an  two  nootives;  (he  one  is,  that  in  this,  diey  will 
be  eqnal  to  their  neighhoars  %  and  in  the  other*  they  will  ftand 
OA  iftparent  and  vifible  ground  in  certain  refpeds  fuperior  to 
many  blazing  and  ezperfmentad  profefibrs.    l^e  fubtilties,  and 
tortooas  windings  of  the  human  heart  are  exceeding  hard  to 
unfold ;  fomr  are  all  for  inyifiUe  exercifes,  and  for  exporimen- 
tai  preacbiag,  and  others  for  ihoraRty,  and  the  exterior  duties 
of  rdigion.    Both  in  certain  refpeAs  are  right,  and  both 
strong.    What  God  hai  joined  together  ought  not  to  be 
putafonder.   The  fq>aration  is  dangerous  and  ruinous.  The 
one  cannot  focure  the  glory  of  God  and  the  happinefs  of  the 
creattn'^  witiieut'  the  other.     No  internal  experiences,  be  they 
what  they  may,    can   introduce    to    heaven,  without  the 
vifible  works  of  righteoufnefs,  where  there  is  time  for  their 
aaaifeftatton ;  and  no  outward  exhibitions  of  morality,  howe- 
ver fphixded,  without  hollncfi  cf  heart,  will  ever  bring  the 
(btd  Cb  the  fruMon  of  God. 
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t  fear  tfade  i«iiMu1cf»  heFWo*^  jaft  and  proper  m  them&lr^f 
are  tftrapng  tne  from  my  fobjedy  one  defign  of  vriiich  h  t» 
{bow  that  the  nature  and  eride nces  of  trne  religion  confift 
much  in  the  faithful  performance  of  relative  duties.  And 
minifters  are  not  onlj  to  warn  againft  jerfonal  tad  relativef 
bat  aUb  againft  every  inquity^hidPisa  tranfgreflSon  of 
the  law  of  Chrift.  Let  minifter»  ever  have  the  folemtr 
charge  given  by  God  to  Esekiel  upon  thdr  minds,  *'  O I 
**  Son  of  nun,  I  have  fet  thee  a  watchman  onto  the  hoote 
*^  of  Ifraely  therefore  thou  (halt  hear  the  word  frotA  my  moothr 
^  and  warn  them  from  me  ;  when  I  iay  onto  the  wieked»  O  I* 
^  wicked  man,  thou  (halt  fordy  die  i  If  thou  doft  not  fpeak  to- 
**  warn  the  wicked  from  his  way,  that  wicked  man  flial!  die 
<<in  his  iniquity,  but  his  blood  will  I  require  at  thy  hand  | 
'<  neverthelefs,  if  thou  warn  the  wicked  of  his  way  to  turn 
•*  from  it ;  if  be  do  not  turn  from  his  way,  he  fhall  die  in  his 
**  iniquity,  but  thou  haft  delivered  thy  foul."  O  !  that  God 
would  imprefs  thefe  fentiments  upon  my  heart,  and  that  I 
might  fee  them  engraven  upon  my  hands,  that  they  may  be 
ever  before  me,  while  I  treat  of  the  relative  and  moral  duties 
of  our  holy  religion.— >One  of  thefe  duties  muft  engrofs  your 
attention  for  the  prefent.  The  words  of  our  text  evidently 
contain  a  comprehenfive  and  compleat  exhortation  to  parenlir 
relpeAing  the  education  of  their  offspring.  The  proper  and 
wile  education  of  children,  in  all  the  extenfion  of  ufefrLlncTsf 
arifes  far  beyond  our  conception.  They  are  hereby  formed 
to  be  bleflings  in  this  world,  and  often  to  be  ftars  of  glory  in 
the  next.  The  evil  and  unhappy  confequences  of  oroiffionor 
negligence  in  this  bufmels  are  beyond  the  powers  of  imagina* 
tioD  to  defcribe. 

The  divine  counfel  given,  is  addrefTed  to  parents  in  general, 
who  are  here  defigoated  by  the  term  fathers.  Although  fa« 
thers  ?re  only  ezpre(red,  yet  undoubtedly  mothers  are  hareia 
included.    Thefuperior  paient  often  involves  the  inferior* 
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Perhaps  the  Holy  Spirit  fekAed  the  wotd/atiersf  becaoTe  it  i9 
probable  they  are  moft  apt  to  deviate  froiUf  and  negle^  the 
counfel  here  adminiftered*  The  matter  of  thi?  exhortation 
vholly  rcfpedts  the  education  of  children.  **  They  are  not  to 
**  provoke  their  chiidren  to  wrath.''  This  cannot  be  onder* 
fiood  as  the  practice  of  fome  would  feem  to  ezpouad  it,  that  pa* 
tents  ought  by  no  aneans  to  do  thofe  things  which  may  dif- 
pleaie  their  children,  and  rather  than  their  children  fiiould  be 
'Crofled  or  diifatisfied,  they  negled  their  duty.  When  they  do 
evil  they  mud  not  be  chidcd,  and  when  guilty  of  mifchief,  they 
muft  not  be  correded.  The  apodles  meaning  is  evidently 
this,  and  it  is  the  conilruflion  of  common  fenfe.  We  are  not 
1>y  paflionate,  unresfonable,  morofe,  and  humorfbme  com- 
•mandsy  improperly  on  our  part,  to  irritate  their  tempers  or 
provoke  them  to  wrath.  We  ought  to  watch  againft  their  ill 
Immours  as  well  as  againft  our  own.— <<  But  bring  them  up 
^in  tile  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord.''  The  word 
VMTtutt  (ignifxes  nourifhment  in  its  utmoft  eztenti  both  with  re« 
gard  to  their  bodies  and  minds.  Nature  dlreds  that  we  (hould 
feed  and  cloath  their  bodies,  reafbn  dilates  that  we  fhonld  nou- 
rifh  and  inftrud  their  minds,  and  the  holy  fcriptures  command 
■that  we  ffaould  fumifh  their  immortal  fouls  with  divine  know- 
ledge and  train  them  up  ia  the  fear  of  God.  The  words,  "  0/ 
tiff  Lord/*  oug^t  to  have  a  powerful  influence  upon  chriftian? 
in  the  extenfivc  circle  of  the  education  of  their  offspring,  both 
in  refpe6t  to  their  minds  and  bodies,  and  in  regard  to  their 
moral,  civil  and  religious  inftrudlion.  The  word  admomtton 
Intends  to  exprefs  the  counfel,  advice,  and  diretflion,  which  it 
1)ehoves  us  to  afford  them,  in  all  the  relations  which  they  do 
or  may  fuftain  m  life,  efpecially  in  regard  to  fpritual  duties  to- 
wards God  and  Jefus  Chrift  with  a  view  to  their  acquifition 
of  eternal  falvation.  This  is  not  merely  on  occafional  bufinefs, 
but  ought  to  be  a  habitual  pradice  as  far  as  in  our  power,  con- 
£(lent  with  other  duties  and  avocations,  that  we  give  our  chil- 


1192 

drenall  fuitable  Inftru^ion  forfiiM  and  eterntty.— The  word 
rendered  Mng  uff  iignifies  to  fofter  or  noorifh  thcmnj^ 
and  intimates  that  rational  and  religious  nouriihineiit  oi^ht  to 
be  adminittered  to  their  minds»  as  well  as  common  provifions 
10  their  bodies.  The  latfier  ifaaU  not  be  much  attended  to»  be« 
i0|r  g  natural  duty,  and  generaUj  wdl  obferved  and  in  iome 
Ciles  perhaps  even  to  ezcefs,  but  the  former  (hall  employ  the 
lew  obfiqnratioas  that  will  be  naade  on  the  fiibje^ 

Firft,  one  of  the  primary  duties  of  cbriftian  parents  is  openly 
to  acknowledge  Gods  right  unto  their  children,  tarly  dediea« 
Cifig  them  by  faith  to  him'  in  the  holy  ordinance  of  baptifiii» 
hoping  and  trufting  in  ChriQ,  that  he  will  beftow  upon  them 
the  ikving  bleilings  of  the  covenant  of  grace.    Was  the  ordi- 
nance of  circumcifion  profitable  to  the  Jewifh  church  in  every 
way  ?  So  alfo  is  baptiiin  which  was  inftitutedin  the  room  there- 
of.    Hereby  tibey  are  initiated  into  the  vifible  church,  brought 
into  a  covenant  relation  with  God,  are  placed  under  the  blcf- 
iuigs  granted  to  his  people,  and  are  by  parents,  under  the 
watch  of  the  church,  to  be  educaud  for  God.    Children  are 
now  as  capable  of  a  covenant  reladon  to  God  as  when  in  an- 
cient times  they  were  circumcifed.    Neither  the  (acrament  nor 
the  fubjeiEk  of  it  has  been  abrogate<l  to  this  day,  only  the  form 
of  it  has  been  changed  from  a  typical  and  bloody  rite,  to  a  mod- 
erate uie  of  pure  water.    Children  are  furely  as  capable  of  this 
relation  now,  as  they  were  when  that  covenant  was  made  in  the 
twenty  niilth  chapter  of  Deuter9aomy»  **  Ye  ftand  this  day» 
"all  of  you  before  the  Lord  your  tiod,  your  little  ones,  your 
**  wives  Sec.  tliat  thou  (houldft  enter  into  covenant  with  the 
^<  Lord  J^Y  ^^^9  ^^^  ^^^  ^^'  oath."    Thefe  little  ones  were 
entered- ij)tQ  the  covenant,  and  no  rcafon  can  be  advanced^ 
why  they^rc  not  ftill  as  capable  of  that  bleffing  as  they  were 
then ;  efpecially  as  ChriCl  commanded  little  children  to  be 
brought  to  him  and   iharply  rebuked  thofe   who  forbade  it. 
And  in  tellimony  of  his  approbation  of  the  dedication  of  chil« 
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^o  to  lum»  *'  He  toolc  them  Into  his  armSf  and  blelTed  them* 
<'anddeclared»  of  fuch  is  the  Kingdcm  of  God.''  Are  Gttle  onet 
capable  fubjeds  of  the  bilefllngs  of  Heaven*  Sureljthis  was 
the  opinion  of  our  Lord«  Do  they  pertain  to  the  Kingdom  of 
God  i  Whether  by  this  phrafe  may  be  meant  the  Kingdom  of 
the  Chnrch  on  earth,  or  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  it  amounts 
to  the  fame  thing«  I  apprehend  the  declaration  of  our  Lordt 
ought  to  be  taken  in  the  mod  extenfive  latitude  as  compre« 
hending  both.  This  lays  aconfblofary  foundation  for  all  bc« 
Ueving  parents,  who  have  dedicated  their  infant  feed  to  God^ 
to  enjoy  a  fatisfying  liope,  that  if  they  die  in  infancy,  they  are 
iandified  and  tranflated  to  glory.  It  is  probable,  heaven  is 
much  more  peopled  with  little  ones,  with  the  lambs  of  the  flock« 
than  we  are  ready  to  imagine* 

Secondly,  feeing  children  very  early  begin  to  manifeft 
an  evil  temper,  and  the  corruption  of  their  nature,  it  is  the 
part  of  parents  by  all  pcflible  means  to  reftrain  and  guard 
againil  it.  The  habits  of  (in  are  of  an  encreadng  nature,  and 
are  to  be  fupprefled  as  far  as  poflible.  It  is  eaHeft  to  bend  the 
tree  while  it  is  young.  But  if  after  parents  have  done  in 
wifdom  and  prudence  what  was  in  their  power,  the  children 
(hould  turn  out  froward  and  evilly  difpofed,  they  may  have 
much  confolation  and  peace  in  their  minds  that  they  have  per« 
formed  their  duty.  Alas !  how  far  from  right  is  the  conduft 
of  many  parents,  who,  before  the  little  ones  can  well  walk,  will 
learn  them  to  beat  the  floor  that  hurt  them,  and  teach  them  to 
torment  and  mutilate  flies  and  other  infeds,  and  a  train  of  fuch 
improprieties,  hereby  nourifhing  in  them,  a  fpirlt  of  revenge, 
maHce,  and  cruelty,  while  they  know  not  what  they  do. 

As  foon  as  chudren  are  capable  of  any  inftradion,  or  when 
they  begin  to  take  in  the  knowledge  of  common  things,  parents 
fhould  begin  to  iiiftil  Into  their  tender  minds,  a  difference  be- 
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tweeii  right  mnd  wrongs  feme  rudineots  of  mond  tnd  religiouji 

import.    A  heathen   could  once  (kj^    ^  A  reiSel  will  long 

retain  a  fayor  of  that  liquor  with  which  it  is  fiift  feafoned.** 

Hence  it  is  of  high  importance  that  their  infant  underftandingt 

fliould  be  earlj  tinctured  with  wholefome  and  virtuous  prin- 

ciplesi  which  may  have  a  happy  influence  upon  them  through* 

o^t  the  whole  of  their  after  lives.  **  Train  up  a  childt'*  fays  the 

wife  man»  ^*  In  the  way  he  fliould  go,  and  vdien    he  becoroet 

*«  old  he  will  not  depart  therefrom.**    This  not  mere  ly  expret 

les  a  comuiandment  to  employ  proper  means  to  promote  their 

temporal  intereft,  but  alfo  to  ufe  every  rational  and  fcriptuial 

method  of  inftrudion  to  advance  their  fpiritual  and  eternal  in- 

tereft.    "  Bring  them  up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of 

*  the  Lord.'' 

Thirdly,  parents  ought*  neither  to  aA  nor  fpeak  before 
their  cbildren*  things  which  would  be  of  dangerous  confe- 
quence  for  them  to  follow.  Example  has  generally  a  greater 
influence  upon  perfons  than  precept*  and  more  efpecially  upon 
the  minds  of  youth.  That  is  the  age  of  imitation.  And  as 
they  are  naturally  prone  to  evil*  fo  any  thing  bad  prefcnted 
before  them*  catches  like  fire  on  fuperadded  fuel.  Wherefore 
parents  ought  to  be  pleafant  and  circumfpcd  in  all  their  walk 
and  converfation  before  them*  not  giving  an  undue  loofe  to 
their  tongues*  nor  indulging  themielves  in  any  bafe  or  wicked 
frivolity  in  tlieir  prefence.  How  awful  is  the  condudl  of  luch 
who  can  curfe  and  fwear  and  iffue  forth  the  fpumc  of  hell  in 
tonentsof  obfcenity  before  their  children.  Can  they  expefi  any 
thing  elfe,  but  that  they  will  learn  and  imitate  their  abomina- 
tions  ?  Beware  of  backbiting*  reviling*  and  ilandering  where 
they  are*  or  you  will  teach  them  to  be  talebearers*  tatlers  and 
fliuderers*  and  form  them  lo  be  ibe  plagues  of  fociety. 

Fourthly*  parents  mufl  take  heed  that  they  do  not  etercife 


tSteAtf  for  trifleSf  tnd  fliow  themfelve s  too  xsacb  oflhidcd  tr 
childifli  uadTeiteadety  left  they  ihould  di(guft  and  provokr ' 
their  children  to  wraih»  weaken  their  own  influence  and  mar 
their  authortcy  over  them.  Rarely  vpill  they  receive  nfeful* 
inftra<5lion  from  thofe  for  whom  they  have  no  proper  regard. 
Wherefore  as  parents  tender  the  weal  of  their  childrep  both  i«^ 
this  world  and  in  that  which  is  to  come»  they  ought  to  concil* 
iate  their  affedions»  and  ingratiate  thenifelves  into  their  flavour 
mnd  efteem,  convince  them  of  wrong,  and  induce  them  to 
that  which  is  right,  rather  by  rational  and  porfuafive  confide^' 
rations,  than  by  the  furions  or  gloomy  aufterity  of  authority.' 
However  young,  they  muft  be  ruled  as  creatures  pofieiTed  of 
reafon*  If  they  perceive  that  your  advice,  counfels  and  ejchon 
tions  flow  ifrom  a  juft  affeftion  and  efteem,  for  they  become' 
earlier  fond  of  efteem  than  we  are  apt  to  conceive,  then  they 
will  be  more  ready  to  give  a  llftening  ear,  imbibe,  and  heartily* 
yidd  obedience  to  your  infirudions.  How  unhappy,  and 
how  much  to  blame  are  thofe,  who  never  manifeft  any  go« 
remnentf  only  when  it  is  accompanied  with  anger,  corruption' 
aad  ill-nature  2 

nfUily,  parena  (hould  guard  againft  an  allowance  of  their 
chQdrtA  in  an  exceffive  boldneis  and  impudent  familiarity* 
with  them  \  neither  on  the  other  hand,  ihould  they  eilrange' 
themfclves  from  them,  nor  keep  them  at  too  great  or  a  fearful 
diftance.    Extremes  in  all  thbgs,  are  to  be  avoided  as  much* 
as  poffible.    Meeknefs,  tendemefr  and  kindnefs,  ought  ever  to 
preGde  on  their  lips.    All  reftraints,  commands  and  rational 
andnlgencies,  fliould  appear  to  proceed  from  love  and  for  their 
good*    This  is  a  likely  courfe  to  render  themfelves  amiable' 
and  refpedable  in  the  eyes  of  their  children,  and  fo  to  educate' 
them  in  the  ways  of  righteoufnefi  and  in  an  abhorrence  of  inx- 
qnity.    This  tends  to  render  them  upright  and  Hncere  in  your 
prefence,  as  well  as  fiiithful  and  diligent  in  your  abfence.    Pa* 


rents,  w&o  condaA  ^di  proprietf  tow  rdls  their  children,  HUEf 
Ciftlf  fliow  their  authority  when  they  commit  faults  worthy 
of  corredioo.     They  will  fed  the  convidion,  that  it  is  the 
fink  which  caofes  difpleafure,  and  that  the  parents  treatment 
of  them  is  defigned  for  their  amendment,  improvement  and. 
good. 

• 

Si^xdiljr,  parents  ought  to  endeavom-  to  bring  up  their  off- 
^mng  in  obedience  to  themfelves,  to  bow  their  wilU  by  timef, 
«o  reclaim  their  deviations  from  propriety,  and  implant   inr 
dietr  little  fools  the  feeds  of  every  virtu;.     Parents  (hould- 
ftndy  to  know  the  will  of  God,  and  be  confciencioufly  perfuz* 
dedythat  they  urge  nothing  upon  them,  but  what  is  agreeable 
thereto*  and  warranted  by  the  di^tes  of  reafon.     Alas  I 
many  children  are  allowed  io  long  their  own  head,  and  to  have- 
tfaeirown  will,  that  when  it  becomes  abfolutely  necefTary  that 
authority  fhoiild  be  exerted,  it  is  an  arduous  tafk   either  to 
reftrain  or  fubdue  them.    Yea,  at  lengtl],  fome  wax  fo  refrac* 
tory  and  ungovernable,  that  they  cfcapc  beyond  tlie  power 
of  difciplincy  and  had  tli:y  have  been  duly  managed  in  feafon^^ 
might  have  been  formed  to  be  ofefu!  members  of  fociety  ;  but 
an  over  and  too  long  indulgence  has  been  their  ruin.     Where- 
fore parents  fbould  early  begin  in  tender  aflcAiony  and  in   the 
wifeft  manner,  to  (how  them  the  excellencies    of  obediencer 
bow  pleafing  to  God,  and  their  parents,  and  how  comfortable 
and  happy  it  will  be  to  themfelves,  as  alfo  the  great  evil  of 
ftubbomnefs,  wiUulnefs  and  difobedience* 

Seventhly,  parents  fliculd  as  much  as  poffible  feparate  tlieiV 
children  from  bad  company.  Evil  communication  cormpts- 
good  manners.  Young  perfons  infcnfibly  flide  into  an  imita- 
tion of  thofe  they  make  their  rompjtnions.  Hence  it  is  of 
great  confequence  in  the  education  of  children  that  they  fliould 
be  prefervcd  from  hearing  profanity,  and  have  r.o  oppottunitic'' 
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«f  behoUEog  the  exteroal  eepies of  Tice.    But  asa  dfffira  tt 

fellowdiip  and  fociety  is  connatural  to  us  from  oar  cradlei^ 
ttuiocumbent  upon  parents,  to  have  an  eye  upon  the  con^ 
pany  of  their  children,  and  fee  that  it  be  fnch;  from  which  thef 
item  not  evil,  but  rather  that  they  may  imbibe  from  it  the 
{Irinciples  of  decency,  and  virtuei  and  which  may  be  likely  ta 
recommend  to  ihem  the  pleafure,  beauty  and  adranuges  of 
piety. 

Etghthlf  ;  patents  ought  frequently  to  inculcate  upon  ther 
Siinds  of  their  children  the  eiamples  of  early  religion  recorded 
in  the  fcriptures,  fuch  as  the  hiftories  of  young  Samuel,  Jofiah* 
Obadiah,  Timothy,  and  others.  This  would  have  an  ezcellettt 
effed  in  refiraining  from  vice,  rendering  their  confcience  ten- 
der, and  inducing  them  to  feek  after  piety  in  their  youth.  Chil* 
dren  ihonld  haVe  their  hearts  deeply  imprefTed  with  a  great 
reverence  for  the  holy  fcriptures ;  and  when  the  db^neif 
truths  and  duties  of  religion  are  fpoken  of,  it  ought  always  to 
be  with  folemnity,  gravity  and  feriouibefs  ;fo  that  even  before 
children  can  underftand  holy  things,  they  may  have  a  reverence 
of  them  upon  their  minds. 

L^iH^p  parents  ought  to  pray  with  and  for  their  children^ 
!^Jthem  to  pray,  and  as  foon  as  expedient  caufc  them  to 
^public  worlhip,  to  refpeS  God's  faoduaries  and  fab- 
Thcy  (hould  hear  their  parents  recommending  fre* 
qiiently  g'X)d  people  and  perfons  eminent  for  piety  and  God* 
Jinefs  of  their  acquaintance.  Thefc  recommendations  they 
willeafily  receive.  Before  they  can  underftand  dodrines,  they 
can  learn  in  general  what  kind  of  perfons  are  mod  happy  or 
mo^  miferable.  If  you  poiTefs  tliem  of  good  and  honorable 
thoughts  of  fuch  as  fear  God,  they  will  be  ufually  afterwards 
difpofed  to  think  refpedfully  of  them.  They  will  wifh  to  hear 
pious  miniftersand  to  be  fach  chrillians* 
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It  ditAiBieyniybretlirait  tltatttaic  ^omtuindi  iae  a%nipN 
17  to  break  off  this  imporuat  fBbjeAy  and  leave  it  with  fcarcely 

t&aoatSnesof  it  dravn.  May  the  few  obfervations  which 
Bare  been  nowinade»  fink  deep  into  the  hearts  and  influence 
tlirprufticeof  alL  We  fhonld  hereby  diftinguifliingly  rexrt 
cur  conntry  and  otir  God|  we  (hoold  have  orderly  families 
andpiotts  congregations.  It  wonld  exceedingly  tend  to  pro- 
mote inoraIity»  and  virtue,  and  pradHcal  religioa  <<  Ye  fathers 
^  provoke  not  yoor  children  to  wrath,  but  bring  them  -up  in 
^tbenortnre  and  admoutiott  of  the  Lord*'* 
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SERMON    VIL 


Thi  Duty  qfChildrm  to  Parents. 


CoL  ilk  to.    CiiUrm  obey y$mr parents  in  all  tiing/tfir  this  U 

^*iU  f  leafing  t9  the  Lord. 


AMONG  all  the  branchet  which  fpring  from  religions  rooe» 
Aone  produces  flowers  more  amiable  and  beautiful  than  docile 
Ipnd  obedient  children.  The  e£Eedls  of  religion  wherefoever 
ijiey  appeary  are  always  charming  in  the  view  of  the  pious  mindy 
kat  is  yoath  they  (bine  with  a  peculiar  luftre.  The  fruits  moft 
loveljto  the  fight  frequently  grow  upon  (mail  trees  ;  fo  piety 
aSinrds  a  moft  pleafing  afped,  when  it  appears  in  tender  years. 
How  melancholy  the  thought  to  behold  multitudes  of  amiable 
youth  adozned  with  every  agreeable  qualification  of  mind  and 
body,  fo  that  did  Jefus  look  upon  them  as  he  did  upon  the 
young  man  in  the  gofpel,  he  would  love  them,  yet  in  them 
there  is  one  thing  lacking  ?  A  well  proportioned  body  and  a 
beaytifol  fet  of  features^  what  are  they  i  Like  the  flowers  of 
the  field  they  (bon  vanifli  away.  A  well  accomplifhed  mind, 
.what  is  it  withbul  religion  i  The  former  will  quickly  be  too 
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loatlifotte  fer  tbs  fights  and  the  prey  of  wonnf,  aftd  the  latter 
anuft  be  tbruft  down  into  eternal  bnrnings,  and  be  united  with 
the  accuried  company  of  devils  and  damned  fpiritf » inhere  the 
finoke  of  their  torment  (hall  afcend  forever  and  ever.  In  few 
congregations  can  there  be  obferved  a  more  Icrvdj  and  beautiful 
dafs  of  youth  than  in  tliis,  but  alas  I  how  many  are  deftitutc 
of  the  one  thing  needful  i  O  !  why,  my  precious  children* 
will  you  ad  fuch  a  part  againft  yourfelves,  and  caft  a  gloomy 
cloud  over  all  your  excellencies*  by  negleding  to  put  on  the 
attire  of  pure  and  undefiled  religion,  T&liich  would  be  the  richeft 
ornament  of  the  whole  ?  As  the  head  is  the  ornament  of  ihe 
body»  fo  religion  would  be  a  crown  more  excellent  than  gold 
to  all  your  other  qualities^  of  which  you  are  the  fubjcAs.  O  I 
that  m  any  could  be  perfuaded  to  give  up  their  names  to 
Chrifly  tojointhemfelves  unto  the  Lord*  and  bring  forth  the 
fruits  of  piety  in  their  hearts  and  lives.  Could  you  be  prevai* 
led  upon  from  the  principles  of  love  to  God  and  faith  in  Jefus» 
to  perform  all  the  focial  duties  incumbent  upon  you,  efpecial- 
ly  the  exalted  duty  of  obedience  to  parents*  for  this  will  be 
truly  well  pleafing  to  God. 

The  duty  enjoined  in  our  text  is  one  of  the  firft  perhaps,  of 
which  human  nature  is  capable.  *«  Children  obey  your  parents 
«  in  all  things,  for  this  is  well  pleafirg  to  f  he  Lord."  Parents 
are  among  the  earlieft  ohjeds  of  a  child's  knowledge  and  atten- 
tion ;  he  becomes  foonefl  acquainted  with  them,  locks  to  them 
with  a  fond  affedion,  and  feems  to  expedl  fupport  and  prctedicn 
from  them,  leans  upon  and  repofes  confidence  in  thern.  Tbus 
nature  dilates  the  firft  lines  of  filial  duty,  even  before  a  due 
fenfe  of  the  conne<5lion  is  formed.  When  a  child  is  fonr.ewhat 
grown,  acquired  a  few  ideas,  and  arrived  at  fome  meafure  of 
underdanding,  he  mufl  begin  to  be  fenfible  of  the  cbligations 
he  is  under  to  his  parents.  When  he  can  confider  their  tender 
and  difintercded  affedion*  their  Inceflant  caie  and  labour*  in 
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aHirfingt  educattngy  ind  providing  for  theiDi  during  diat  ftatA 
in  which  he  had  neither  difcretion  or  (Irength  to  provide  for 
himrelf,  the  feelings  of  hit  own  heart  will  declare  to  him,  that 
he  owes  to  them  many  peculiar  duties.  The  facred  oracles  of 
God  dwell  much  upon  the  dutifulnefs  of  children  to  parent8> 
and  greatly  exhibit  in  ftrong  colourings  the  angry  difpleafure 
«f  heaven  againft  the  refradory  and  difobedient.  Peradven- 
ture  no  text  more  comprehenfive  of  this  relative  obligation^ 
than  the  one  feleded  for  the  fubjed  of  this  difcourfe.  When 
the  Holy  Spirit  exprefles  fummarily  the  duties  jof  children  ta 
their  parents,  the  term  obedience  is  generally  employed. 
^'  Children  obey  your  parents  in  the  Lord  for  this  is  right/' 
The  word  obedience  muft  be  taken  in  the  mod  eztenfive  latitude, 
compriii^g  every  thing  contained  in  the  term  dutiiiilncfs. 
**  Children  be  dutiful  to  your  parents  in  all  things,  for  this  is 
«  well  pleating  to  God."  They  muft  in  all  things  be  dutiful ; 
not  merely  in  fome  things  or  fuch  as  they  pleafe,  which  is  the 
unhappy  cafe  with  too  many  froward  children,  but  in  every 
matter  commanded  by  the  parent,  which  is  not  plainly  con- 
trary to  the  will  of  God.  When  parents  are  fo  fociiih  or 
wicked,  as  to  iffue  orders  of  this  nature,  then  God  is  to  be 
•beyed  rather  than  man.  No  other  filial  difobedience  is  ex-* 
culiible  from  fm  but  this.  But  when  the  child  fweetly  and 
x^adily  performs  his  duty  in  all  things,  it  is  well  pleafmg  unto 
the  Lord.  Not  only  pleafing,  but  well  pleating  unto  him« 
It  is  a  thing  agreeable  to  the  mind  of  heaven,  and  mod  ac« 
cepuble  to  the  Mod  High. 

When  God  commands  children  to  be  dutiful  to  their  parents, 
and  they  comply  with  the  requitition,  they  not  only  obey 
their  parents,  but  God  ;  not  enly  are  they  pleating  to  their 
fathers  according  to  the  flelh,  but  well  pleating  to  the  Father 
of  their  immortal  fpirits.  Hence  this  dutifulnefs  hath  a  pecu«* 
liar  promiTe  aimexed  to  it.  <*  Honor  thy  father' and  thy  mo- 
"tber,  which  is  the  firft  commandment  with  promife,  that  it 
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M  fna J  be  well  urith  thee»  asd  thou  mayeft  lin  long  tm  tlxci 
«« earth.^ 

All  that  fliall  be  attended  to  it  prefcnt,  vill  Only  be  a  few  ob- 
fervations  upon  fome  of  the  brandhes  cf  filial  duttfulnefs.  And 
O !  diat  the  children  and  youth  of  this  floA  may  receive  and 
tinderftand  the  fatme,  lay  themvp  in  their  hearts  and  continv- 
ally  pradife  them  in  their  lives. 

lie  prft  branch  I  &all  mention,  is  that  chfldren  Ihould  on* 
JKgnedly  love  their  parents.  Next  to  the  Sugreme  God,  none 
ftoold  podefc  a  fuperior  (hare  of  their  efteeni  and  affe^iom 
Remember  wl^t  love  yovr  owe  tiiem  in  reafon  and  jnftice  for 
all  their  love,  care  and  tendemefs  to  you.  How  great  has 
^lleen  their  anxiety  and  trouble  in  your  nurfing  and  education  f 
How  many  have  been  the  wakeful  nights  they  have  watched 
your  (iclc  pillow  with  tearful  eyes  and  Ueeding  hearts,  left  you 
fhould  die,  and  not  live  ?  They  take  your  happine(s  o^  mifc 
ry  to  be  in  a  great  meafure  the  happinefs  and  mifery  of  their 
own  lives.  Let  not  children  therefore  deprive  their  parents 
of  comfort,  by  their  mifcondud-^let  them  not  render  them 
miferable,  by  ruining  themfelves.  Tho'  they  (hould  chides 
reftrain  from,  and  even  corred  you  for  doing  amifs,  let  not 
any  of  chefe  things  abate  your  afTcdion  to  them.  Theie  are 
duties  which  God  requires  of  them,  and  they  are  performed 
for  your  good,  in  order  to  form  you  for  ufefulnefs  in  the 
world,  and  to  promote  your  happineis«  It  is  an  evidence  of  a 
froward  child,  that  loves  his  parents  the  lefs,  becaufe  he  is  re* 
buked  for  doing  wrong,  or  redrained  from  having  his  own 
perverfe  will.  Even  though  you  (hould  perceive  many  faults 
and  infirmities  in  your  parents,  you  muft  manifeft  your  du« 
tifulaffe^ion  by  bearing  with,  and  covering  thefe  failings  and 
weakneffes.  Chihlixn  who  aft  this  part  area  blefling  to  their 
parents,  and  comfort  ar.d  rejoice  their  hearts.  Let  children 
icmark  the  awful  judgements  of  heaven  up«n  thofe  who  have 
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•MKhdedthemTelres  httAj  and  wickedly.  What  wastSedread^  . 
fn\  face  of  thofe  unhappy  children^  who  ran  forth  and  ridiculed 
and  mocked  the  aged  prophet  as  he  paffed  by,  crying  out  upon 
him,  <<  Go  up»  bald  head»  go  up»  bald  head/'   Bears  from  the 
woods  rufhed  forth*  and  deftroyed  forty  and  two  of  them.    A9 
mwful  puniQtment  for  an  awful  crime.-* Wicked  ones  who  difrc^^ 
gard   and  hate  their  parents,  to  what  fhameful  and  ondmely 
deaths  are  they  often  brought  ?  Did  not  Abfolem  periih  by  a^ 
Qnufual  death  for  this  fin  ?  Let  monfters  of  ungrateful  childreiy 
who  hate  their  parents,  and  wi(h  them  dead  for  the  lake  of 
their  honors  and  {Hx>perty,  tremble  when  they  read  bis  hiftc^ 
fy,  and  the  bleedings  of  hU  fathers  heart.    What  was  the 
condud^  of  the  wicked  fons  of  Jacob  ?   What  was  the  unnattu 
ral  difpoOtion  they  (bowed  towards  their  brother  and  aged 
Either  ?    Their  want  of  natural  affedion,  and  indulgence  of « 
the  odious  paffion  of  hatred,  had  well  nigh  dellroyed  Jofepht 
and  brought  down  the  grey  hairs  of  their  unhappy  father 
with  forrow  to  the  grave.     How  (hould  fuch  ingrates  of  chil* 
dren  (land  aghaft  and  fliudder,  when  they  hear  fuch  words  as 
thefc  iifuing.  in  a  Toice  of  thunder  from  the  mouth  of  Jehovah, 
•*  Curfed  be  he  that  fetteth  light  by  his  faihcx  or  mother,  and 
•*  all  the  people  (hall  fay,  amen/' 

Secondly,  the  next  particular  branch  of  dutifulnefs  is  honor. 
Children  muft  honor  their  parents  in  thought,  word  and  be- 
haviour. They  muft  not  even  think  difhonorably  or  contempt- 
ttottfly  of  them  in  their  hearts,  lliey  muft  not  fpcak  rudely 
or  irreverently  to  them,  or  refpe^ing  them.  They  muft  by  no* 
means  behave  themfelves  in  an  impudent  or  unbecoming  man- 
ner before  them;  Yea,  tho'  your  parents  be  never  fo  poor  m^ 
the  world,  feeble  in  their  underftandtngs,  and  even  ungodly, 
aotwithftanding  you  cannot  honor  them,  a»  rich,  and  wife, 
and  pious,  yet  you  muft  fiill  honor  and  refpeathem  as  parents* 
wo^ld  you  deftre  to  be  found  well  plea(ing  to  the  Lord.  Re* 
r^thot  Ae  whole  willaf  heaveofor  the  dire^lion  of  snaa^ 


when  comprifed  in  ten  commandments »  this  is  one,  ^nel  a  y6^ 
Tj  diftinguiihing  one  too,  for  it  has  a  promife  annexed.  **  Hon- 
•*  or  thy  father  and  thy  mother,  that  thy  days  may  be  long  in 
«« the  land  "  "A  fon,"  fays  God,  by  the  prophet,  "  Hon^ 
•«  oreth  his  father."  T  he  words  feem  to  have  a  peculiar  cm- 
pfaafis,  as  if  he  could  be  no  fon,  who  did  it  not.  And  furely 
thoie  who  rtfufe  to  give  honor  to  their  parents,  are  unworthy 
of  the  filial  charafler.  Tremendous  was  the  curfe  which  fell 
upon  Ham  for  diflionoring  his  father,  that  a  fcrvant  of  fervants 
ihould  he  be,  and  his  children  after  him. — Good  children  will 
rife  up  and  call  their  mother  bleffed.  The  good  breeding, 
politenefs,  and  dutifulnefs  of  Solomon  to  his  mother,  is  recor- 
ded for  our  in(lru6Hon  and  imitation.  **  Bathiheba  went  in 
'*  unto  king  Solomon,  and  the  king  rofe  up  to  meet  her,  and 
•*  bowed  himfelf  unto  her,  and  fat  down  on  his  throne,  and 
^  caufed  a  feat  to  be  fat  for  the  kings  mother,  and  (he  fat 
•*  on  his  right  hand."  Here  is  an  example  for  children  to 
teach  them  how  they  fliould  treat  and  honor  their  parents. 
Let  this  copy  be  conftantly  imitated  by  all.  Then  you  will 
acquire  the  charafter  of  wife  children,  that  make  glad  your 
parents.  «  A  wife  fon  maketh  a  glad  father,  but  a  foolifh  fon 
•*is  the  heavinefs  of  his  mother."  The  ftrongcft  images  in 
nature  are  portrayed  to  view  in  the  condemnation  of  children 
difrefpcdful  to  their  parents.  **The  eye  that  mockcth  at  his 
**  father  and  dcfpifeLli  to  obey  his  mother,  the  ravtns  of  the 
**  valley  ihall  pick  it  out,  and  the  young  eagles  (hall  eat  it." 

Thirdly,  the  text  in  our  extended  contemplations  is  reduced 
to  a  particular  place  in  the  enumeration.  Obedience  is  an 
univerfal  term,  and  inclufive  of  every  thing,  yet  at  prefent* 
we  will  treat  it  in  a  more  limited  fituation.  "  Obey  your  pa- 
•*  rents  in  all  things,  for  this  is  well  pleating  unto  the  Lord;" 
When  we  are  introduced  into  this  world,  it  is  in  a  (late  of 
weaknefs  beyond  other  animals,  and  abfolutely  unfit  to 
lioiiri(h,  provide  for,  or  govern  ourfelves ;  hente  God  in  the 
^onttituiion  of  nature  kath  made  provifion  for  thefe  circtun- 
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ftnces  of  feeble  man.  From  thii  fittiation  originsCes  ia  a 
great  meafure  the  proprietyy  reafon  and  neceflity  of  obi^dience 
to  parents.  In  order  to  obey  their  commands  and  refrain 
from  what  they  forbids  nothing  more  is  requifite  than  a  nato* 
ral  and  predominant  eiire  to  pleafe  them.  One  would  fup* 
pofe  this  was  the  eafieft  thing  in  the  world.  To  take  pleafare 
to  pleafe,  and  to  feel  it  grievous  to  give  them  offence,  can  any 
thing  poffibly  be  eafier  than  this  ?  The  yoke  of  Chrift  is  cafy 
and  his  burden  h  light.  And  of  all  the  parts  of  the  yokt 
fiirely  none  can  be  more  foft  and  pleafant  than  for  children  ' 
cheerfully  to  obey  their  parents.  To  good  children  it  is  de* 
light  and  happinefs.  To  be  deprived  of  this  privilege  thef 
could  have  neither  comfort  nor  plea(iire.  They  feel  this 
counfel  the  joy  of  their  hearts.  **  Hearken  to  thy  father  that 
**  begat  thee,  and  defpife  not  thy  mother  when  (he  is  dd/* 
An  heathen  philofopher  could  fay,  <'  To  pay  honor  to  parents 
and  make  them  the  returns  of  obedience,  is  only  to  difcharge 
the  oldeft,  bed,  and  greated  of  debts."  This  obedience  is  fo 
interwoven  in  the  conftitution,  that  not  to  conduct  accordingly, 
feems  to  be  a  contradiction  to  inilindive  nature.  Nothing 
ftrange  then  that  an  awful  doom  is  pronounced  upon  difobedi- 
ent  children.  They  are  always  inrolled  with  the  mod  heinous 
ftnners.  In  the  catalogue  formed  by  St.  Paul  they  are  ranked 
vith  the  mod  atrocious  tranfgrefTors.  The  difobedieat  to 
parents,  are  claffed  with  murderers^  haters  ef  God^  covenant 
hreakersf  3cc.  This  fame  apodle  in  another  epidle  makes  up 
another  lid,  like  an  inrolment  of  hell,  but  alas,  it  is  drawn 
from  life  in  this  wretched  world.  Look  into  the  black  return. 
**  Blafphemers,  traitors,  truce-breakers,  and  difobedient  to 
^  parents  "  This  one  fm  will  croud  evil  children  amongd  the 
word  orders  in  the  infernal  regions.  Wherefore,  my  precious 
immortal  youth,  guard  againd  difobedience  as  a  mod  damna* 
ble  crime,  and  tarry  not  on  the  fulphurious  pl^ns  of  Sodom. 
If  you  hare  ever  been  guilty  of  this  dreadful  offence,  repent, 
and  fly  to  the  blood  of  parificati«n  or  you  perifh  forev^.    Im« 


ipeliatdy  bow  jenit  hearts  to  the  ord»r  of  heaven.  **Ttm 
^  every  man  his  Sither,  and  every  man  hU  mother/'  Here  k 
will  be  enqairedy  muft  children  obey  their  pareats  when  they 
are  come  to  foil  maturity  of  age  ?  The  anfwer  here  is  plain* 
God  hath  placed  parents  over  you,  and  without  an  exempted 
caft»  enjoined  your  obedience  i  and  are  you  wifer  than  Jehovah  t 
^me  will  be  ready  to  rife  on  tip-toe  to  aik»  how  long  ase 
children  under  the  command  and  government  of  parents  { 
The  aUfwer  here  cannot  be  reduced  to  perfed[  definitionr  XDorm 
than  the  colours  of  the  rainbow  can  be  ezadly  difcriminated*. 
I^tit  be  obfcrved»  they  are  never  free,  from  love>  honor  and 
reverence  till  death  diilblves  the  relation,  but  there  are  various 
degrees  of  parental  overfighty  which  prudence  muft  adjuft  to 
the  varying  circumftances  of  children^.  Some  are  to  teach, 
them  to  go  and  (peak ;  fome  to  teach  them  to  read»  labour  and 
good  manners ;  fome  to  teach  them  the  fear  of  God,  and  the 
principles  of  religion ;  fome  to  fettle  them  in  the  world,  and  to- 
put  them  into  a  ftate  of  making  a  livelihood  for  themfelTcs. 
When  things  are  thus  far  advanced,  parental  duty  appears  to 
be  clofiog,  their  obl^ations  of  AnSt  obedience  ceafing,  and 
they  take  the  place  of  an  independent  reference  to  God.  Only 
let  children,  who  have  rifen  into  honor,  wifdom,  learning  and 
power  above  their  parents,  recoUeft  the  conduct  of  the  greateft 
mere  man  that  ever  appeared  in  our  world.  With  all  the 
favours  of  heaven  and  wonders  he  wrought,  he  did  not  feet 
bimfelf  exalted  above  the  voice  of  reafoa,  the  counfel  and 
tdvice  of  a  father.  **  Mofes  hearkened  to  bis  father-in-law» 
«« and  did  aU  that  he  faid.'' 

Fourthly,  another  branch  <f  filial  dntifulnefs,  is  a  willing- 
nrfs  aad  pleafure  to  receive  inftnidion  from  parents.  Blefied 
are  the  parents  difpo&d  to  give  religious  inftru^ion  to  their 
oflfTpring,  and  bleffed  are  the  children  who  are  ready  to  receive 
it.  Thefe  are  matters  of  the  higheft  command  to  parents, 
and  of  the  laft  importance  to  children.  Let  every  child  hear- 
ken to  the  voice  of  heaven  in  the  advice  of  Solomon^  which  if* 


a  eondel  to  all  cbildrcii»'  **  My  foa  hear  the  InftniAioa  of  thy 
<*  {acher»  and  forfake  act  the  law  of  thy  mother,  for  they  (hall 
^  be  an  ornament  of  grace  unto  thine  head  and  chains  about 
^  thy  neck.'*    What  an  encouragement  to  parents,  to  feel  their 
Aildren  willing  to  learn  how  they  fhould  acquire  knowledge 
^mmon,  ciril  and  divine.     If  they  depart  before  them,  how 
cheerfully  fhould  they  with  fweet  refignaUon  commit  them  to 
the  arms  of  Jefus.     If  parents  (hould  die  firft,  with  what  hopes- 
nay  they  leave  them  behind,  in  the  comfortable  ezpedlationf 
that  after  they  have  ferved  their  generation  accoxding  to  the 
will  of  God  they  wiU  meet  with  them  in  glory.    But  wh4^ 
tber  they  live  or  die,  or  their  parents  lire  or  die,  how  pleafin^ 
die  thought,  that  all  are  and  will  be  with  God.    Whereforer 
mj  dearly  beloved  cUidren  and  yomb^  the  hope  of  the  churciF 
jnd  the  hope  of  the  world,  allow  me  to  entreat  you  by  tht 
love  of  your  parents  and  by  the  mercies  of  God,  that  you  liften- 
^  to  the  bftruaioo  of  your  father,  and  give  heed  to  the  b^ 
*•  of  Ay  mother.'^ 

Iifihly,  anothef  pott  of  dotifolnefi  is,  padently  to  fubmie 
to  the  corrc^ion  of  your  parents.  This  is  one  of  the  mod  re^ 
lifiant  and  painful  duties  of  children.  But,  my  de^  little 
ooesb  it  is  neceSury  for  your  comfort,  ufefulnefs  and  happinefs. 
The  direftions  of  heaven  are  wifdom.  God  enjoins  the  mes* 
fore,  and  often  the  recipient  of  the  feourge  is  lets  affiled  thaa 
the  adminiftrator.  O  that  it  could  be  impre&d  upon  your 
infant  minds,  that  the  parents  muft  hate  you  who  corred  you 
not  for  your  faults.  This  is  nature,  reafon  and  fcripture,  and 
riper  ye^rs  will  blefs  God  for  the  feverity.  Can  there  be  a. 
child  fo  loflln  unnatural  affeflion  as  to  wifii  his  parents  (hould 
hate  and  abhor  him.  But  the  father  who  oorre<fleth  not  his 
child  is  confidered  by  infinite  wifdom  as  a  hater  of  him.  Hear- 
ken to  the  heavenly  adjudication.  **  He  that  fpareth  the  rod 
**  haMi  his  fon,  but  he  that  loveth  him  chafteneth  him  by* 
**  times.    Fooli(hne&  is  bound  up  in  the  heart  of  a  child,  but 
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«« tbc  tt>d  of  c«rrc^fcn  will  drive  it  far  from  him.  Withhold 
^  not  corrcdion  from  the  child,  for  if  thou  beateft  him  with  m 
^  rod,  he  ihall  not  die  ;  thou  (halt  beat  him  with  a  rod  and 
^  deliver  his  foul  from  helL  Chaften  thy  fon  while  there  is 
*  hope,  and  let  not  thy  foul  fpare  for  his  crying,"  O  that 
children  could  be  induced  to  confider,  that  corredion  appointed 
by  God  however  painful  to  themfelves  and  parentSi  is  for  their 
higheft  ufe  and  benefit* 

Sixthly,  another  branch  of  this  dutifulnefs  is^^that  childrea 
ihoold  only  afTociate,  and  make  intimates  and  companions  of 
thofey  who  are  agreeable  to  their  parents  choice.  Bad  compa* 
ny  t^jrouth  is  the  greateft  evil  in  fociety.  All  the  confeffions 
of  criminals  brought  to  a  (hamefiil  end^  principally  confiftof 
three  artides,  difobedience  to  parents,  wicked  company,  and 
iabbath  breaking.  Evil  company  is  the  dellrudion  of  y«uth. 
Other  things  flay  their  tboufands,  but  this  its  ten  thonfdnds* 
Ruft  corrodes  the  mod  poliflied  fteel,  fo  evil  communication 
corrupts  good  manners.  Let  not  children  enter  into  the 
ftcreu  of  the  wicked,  and  let  not  their  honor  be  united  witk 
them.  It  is  impofOble  to  detail  all  the  duties  of  the  filial  rela- 
tion^ let  this  dofe  the  colledlion.  Imitate  your  parents  in  all 
that  is  good,  avoid  every  thing  in  ihcm  wrong,  pray  for  them^ 
pray  for  yourfelves,  dedicate  yourfelves  to  God  in  Chrift,  re. 
nounce  fin,  and  engage  to  walk  in  faith  and  holine&,  thea  you 
will  be  ufeful  in  the  world  and  happy  forever. 

The  fubje^  clof*.s  with  the  laft  advice  of  minifterial  and  the 
who'e  foul  of  parental  counfel.  "  Be  ye  followers  of  God  as 
•*  dear  children,  and  walk  in  love,  as  Chrift  hath  alfo  loved 
"you.**  Remember  and  imitate  the  charadler  of  the  child 
Samuel,  who  grew  up  in  favor  with  God  and  man* 


SERMON      VIII. 


Some  Duties  Incumbent  upon  Youth. 


Ecclefi.  xii.  I.  !•  Reminder  now  thy  Creator  in  tin  it^s  ff 
thy  ToMthy  nvhi/e  the  evil  days  come  nctt  nor  the  years  draw  nigb% 
when  tkoujhalt  fay^  1  lave  no  p/ea/ure  in  them  ;  white  thejum^ 
or  the  lights  or  the  tnoon^  or  tiejiart  he  not  darkened^  nor  th§ 
ehuds  return  after  the  rain* 

NO  addrefs  in  facred  writ  is  more  dite^ly  pointed,  or  more 
fblemnly  made  to  the  rifing  generation,  than  the  words  before 
us.  It  was  the  laft  counlel  of  an  o]d  man,  and  this,  and  a 
few  following  difcourfcs,  arc  the  laft  perhaps,  you  will  ever 
bear  from  your  aged  pallor.  Atlow  me  to  take  for  my  copy  at 
prefent,  the  lall  aJdrcfs  of  one  of  the  oldeft  and  wifed  preach- 
ers.  This  counfel  is  dtredled  to  thofe  in  the  morning  and 
bloom  of  life,  whofe  a(5live  and  voliiile  fpirits  bear  them  on  to 
the  gratification  of  every  delire. 


This  addrefs  in  our  text,  burfts  forth  in  a  very  abrupt  form» 
delivers,  a  ftrong  inteiference  with  the  views  and  pleafurcs  of 
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'ytiaih.  In  this  fodden  inpoUc»  confifts  much  of  us  Rrengtk, 
beaueyV  and  vigor.  It  feems  intended  to  ftorm  the  attendoo, 
and  command  the  mod  thongbtlefi  to  take  notice.  Young  peo- 

.  pie  mad  furely  feel  the  fpirit  and  power  of  this  addrefs.     It  is 
pointed  like  a  dagger  to  the  finful  pleafures  of  the  hearts  of 

~  youth.  It  (hikes  death  into  their  carnal  delights,  and  raifes  their 
hearts,  contrary  to  their  native  bent,  from  earth  to  heaven, 
iheds  darknefs  on  teneflrial  things,  and  elevates  their  fouls  t» 
God- 
Solomon  had  defcnbed  every  worldly  wi(h  and  carnal  defire 
cf  his,  as  fully  gratified*  Jie  had  enjoyed  the  full  round  of 
riches,  pleafures  and  honorsf  as  far  as  this  narrow, life  could 
afibrd  indulgence.  He  was  the  perfon  fingled  out  and  defigna- 
ted  by  God,  for  this  wonderful  fcene.  No  ma  mnarked  out  for  the 
full  eztenfion  of  earthly  pleafures,  but  himfelf ;  none  in  this  line 
ever  preceded  him,  nor  will  there  be  fuch  another  inftance  t6 
the  end  of  time.  Everything  that  can  be  comprehended  in 
the  term  pleafure,  Solomon  enjoyed  in  the  utmoft  extent. 
Peace,  heakh,  riches,  honors,  and  the  utmoft  gratification  of 
human  defires  were  all  his  own.  No  carnal  man  can  poffibl j 
wiifh  for  more  than  Solomon  podeilcd.  When  he  became  old, 
and  was  glutted  with  enjoyment,  what  was  his  account  of  the 
whole  ?  A  fum  which  he  might  have  cad  up  long  before. 
Hearken  to  the  footing  of  his  account.  «  Vanity  of  vanities 
**  all-  is  vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit.'*  Vanity  and  vexatiout 
what  can  form  a  more  bitter  and  detefta  ble  compofition  for 
Efe  than  this  i  This  was  Solomon's  portion,  when  he  drunk  in 
pleafure  in  all  its  fulnefs,  v/hat  then  mud  be  tiie  mifery  of 
thofe  who  only  fip  at  the  rills,  and  never  had  a  fingle  draft 
cf  his  delight.  And  all  the  plciifurable  taking  world  may  be 
afiured  diey  never  will.  A  fermon  could  not  develope  the 
pleafures  of  5(7/3wr'/j  in  childhood,  youth  and  riper  age,  and 
the  miferics  and  toiniint  of  his  Jill  days.  If!  fliould  live, 
any  yourtg- friends,  I  vrould  vvifli  f  o  lead  you  through  this  ex. 
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tfaoqrdmary  G{e  of  pleafnre  aod  fin»  and  of  ^dom  and  follip 
of -which  there  has  been  none  like  it^  nor  will  there  be  ano* 
ther.    Forgive  xne  this  excurfion   and  deviation  from  the 
fttbjefl  in  viewer    You  are  read7  to  fay^  that  all  old  men  will 
pafs  the  fame  reflexions  on  life,  and  make  a  fifiilar.  regret^ . 
that  they  have  pafied  through  the  world  under  a  kind  of  en* 
€hantment>  which  the  approaches  of  deaih  diflblve,  and  thef 
awake  to  think  of  God  and  religion  when  their  heart  ftrings  • 
are  breakkig.    I  readily  grant  death  is  an  awakening  jperiod» 
and  I  alfo  affirm  the  whole  Ufe  is  little  enough  to  prepare  for 
it.— The  young  and  gay  will  laugh  atevery  thing  ferious,  and 
will  fay,  the  religious  language  of  the  aged>  is  the  refult  of 
chagrin^F  )dtfappointment»  or  furfeited  repitition  of  enjoyments. .. 
To  fucb»  I  canr  only -fay,  <*  Take  the  unhappy  reins  on  your 
necksf  range  through  the  fields  of  pleafure>  tafte  of  every  fox* 
bidden  tree»  enjoy  yourfelves^-abandon  religion,  banifh  deaths  . 
heaven,  eternity,  and  hell  from  your  thoughts,  and  forbid  their 
htmlion  to  mar  your  pleafures  ;  finifli  life  in  a  thoughtlefs  and. ' 
jovial  fwing  ;''  but,  O  youth, be  aflured  of  this,  **  God  willbring  . 
^  youinto  judgment/'   This  thought  is  excluded  in  the  hoursof 
IBirtfa  and  lawlefs  pleafures,  but  hereafter  it  will  bite  like  an  adder  * 
and  fling  like  a  ferpent.  I  wifh  this  one  idea  could  be  imprcfled-: 
on  the  hearts  ef  youth,  **  Remember  that  all  your  condud  ia 
life,  and  every  period  of  its  pleafures  Qod  will  bring,  into 
judgment  in  the  prefence  of  the  whole  univerfe.'^ 

llie  great  things  enjoined  upon  youth  in  thisfubje^l  is  the* 
flainduty  of  remembrance  of  God  and  ftveral  reafons  to  en-r^ 
force  their  eompliaace  with  it*  - 

The  duty  is  to  remember  their  Creator,  ^nd  immecfiately  to 
jierform  every  nutter  and  thing  implied  in  this  remembrance. 
The  original  word  is  Cnatorti  ftrongly  intimating  a  Trinity  of  ■ 
p«ifoiis  in  the  Godhead  to  which  their  attention  Ihould  be  turw 
Bed  I  they  Ihoaldftmemjbier  the  Father  their  maker,  the  Soa 
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their  redeemeri  and  the  Holr  Gboft  their  fanflifier,  which 
comprehends  in  it  the  whole  of  religion.  The  reafons  enforcing 
the  duty  of  the  text  (hall  be  the  principal  obje6(ofyour  atten* 
^on^and  no  more  (hall  he  faid  about  the  duty  itfelf»  than  mere- 
ly to  afcertain  the  nature  of  it  in  general*  It  moll  evidently 
ittvolTes  in  it  the  following  particulars. 

Pirft,  that  you  ever  bear  fully  in  your  mind  that  there  is  a 
God,  glorious  in  the  perfons  of  Godhead  and  in  all  his  attri* 
butes.  You  muft  furely  feel  he  is  your  fupreme  and  rightful 
fovereign.  You  did  not  give  yourfelves  enftence  by  your  own 
will  or  power.  AH  the  being  and  faculties  you  poiTefs  are 
from  God.  You  muft  then  be  wholly  God's.  He  has  a  more 
abfolute  property  in  you»  and  a  more  unlimited  claim  upon 
you  and  your  fervices,  than  it  is  poffible  you  (hould  have  upon 
any  thing  you  call  your  own.  Therefore  he  has  an  indifputa* 
ble  right  to  give  you  laws,  and  prefcribe  your  duty  towards 
himfelfy  and  towards  all  the  creatures  with  which  you  Aand 
ConneAed. 

Secondly,  another  thhig  involved  in  the  remembrance  of 
your  Creator,  is  that  you  owe  him  duty  and  affedion  to  the  ut- 
xnoCl  of  your  power.  This  is  a  debt  due  to  him,  for  what  he 
is  in  himfelf,  and  from  your  relation  to  him.  Is  God  y^ur 
Creator,  Redeemer,  and  Sanctifier  ?  Can  any  love  be  denied, 
or  any  duty  fupprelfed  which  he  requires  ?  Reafon,  confcienrc, 
and  all  that  is  in  man,  efpecially  the  whole  foul  of  youth  tnuii 
acknowledge,  that  we  are  wholly  the  Lord's.  Every  young 
perfon  in  my  audience,  is  filently  faying  in  his  heart,  *•  I  am 
his,  I  am  wholly  his,  created  by  his  power  and  preferved  by 
his  goodnefs." 

Thirdly,  this  refle^on  implies  in  it  a  feeling  fenfe  of  your 
abfolute  dependence  upon  him  for  die  life  that  now  is  and  for 
ihaX  which  is  to  come.    The  firearos  of  this  world  waa  ia» 
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nrcrt  before  youth/ of  which  many  drink  but  arc  never  fetif. 
fied.  Youth  in  this  world  wifli  to  have  happinefs  under  their 
controul,  but  foon  their  ihow  of  independency  on  God  will  be 
over,  and  fipping  at  ercated  ciftcms  mull  fail  They  muft 
feel,  or  they  will  feel  comfort  no  more,  ««  That  from  him 
••  fprings  fulnefs  of  joy."  If,  mj  precious  youth,  you  plunge 
into  the  ocean  of  iniquity,  you  are  loft,  you  are  damned 
forever. 

Fourthly,  this  remembrance  imph'cs  a  folcmn  enquiry  how 
you  ftand  with  your  creator,  your  Saviour  and  your  God.  Is 
it  peace  or  war,  friendfhip  or  enmity  ?  My  dear  young  friends, 
you  know  not  the  impor^  of  this  enquiry.  Have  you  repented 
of  fin,  ficd  to  the  blood  of  Jefus  for  deliverence—^are  you  hum* 
bled  for  original  and  aAual  tranfgreilion,  and  are  the  wonders 
of  divine  mercy  all  the  ground  of  your  hope  ?  Attend  to  die 
th  ara^er  of  God,  his  holy  law,  the  exceeding  great  evil  of  fin, 
and  the  only  method  of  recovery  through  the  atoning  merits 
of  Jcfus  Chrlft.  The  waftiing  of  the  blooJ  of  the  Redeemer 
is  as  neceifary  for  the  young  as  the  old.  By  this  blood  you 
muft  be  cleanfed,  and  in  the  faith  cf  it,  you  mnfl  hop  for  etcr- 
nal  life.  Would  to  God,  the  fcriptural  declarations  refpedling 
thcfe  important  matters  might  be  effedually  impre/Ted  on  every 
young  and  tender  mind.  However  few  your  years,  tJiefc  are 
the  eflential  terms  of  eternal  life,  you  muft  repent  and  believe 
the  Gofpel.  ••  All  men  are  commanded  every  where  to  repent, 
••  the  young  as  well  as  the  old,  the  youth  in  all  the  flower  of 
•*  his  bloom,  as  well  as  the  man  of  grey  hairs."  There  is  no 
exception  here,  all  muft  repent  or  perilh.  Our  Lord's  deci- 
fion  is,  "  Except  ye  repent,  ye  (hall  all  likcwife  perifli."  S6 
likcwilc  faith  enters  into  the  eflence  of  falvation.  fctemal 
life  by  the  conftitution  of  heaven,  is  infallibly  chained  to  faith, 
and  eternal  damnation  to  unbclif  and  impenitence.  I'he  fum 
of  all  religion  which  our  Lord  delivered  to  his  difcipUi,  when 
he  fcnt  them  forth  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  every  creature,  is 
this,  **  He  thatbelicveth  and  is  bapt^Ted  (hall  be  faved,"  but 
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how    tremendonOy  strfbl    if  dbc  ^reverfe   parr   of  tfacir 
commiflSon  ?     Who    can    pronouQce    it    without   horror. 

It  (hould  ftrike  terror  into  every  fouU  '*He  that  be*^ 
**  lieveth  not  (hall  be  damned.'*  Wherefore  kt  the  counfel  in 
the  text  be  powerfully  felt  by  every  youthful  mind,  as  a  xnat^ 
ter  of  the  firft  and  higheft  importance.  **  Remember  thy  Cre- 
••  ators  in  the  days  of  thy  youth."  Remember  the  charader 
of  the  Lord  of  univerlal  nature  ;  he  is  not  a  man,  he  is  nota- 
weak  and  impotent  creature,  but  the  Creator  of  the  ends  of 
the  earthy  whofe  arm  is  full  of  power  ;.  his  look  ihakes  the 
earth  to  Its  center;  his  anger  makes  the  pillars  of  heaven  to 
tremble  ;^  the  hills  raelt  and  the  mountains  efcape  from  before 
htm.  Wherefore  my  beloved  children^  •^  Acquaint  yourfelves 
^  with  him  and  be  at  peace,  and- thereby  good  ihaU  come  uii* 
•*  to  you." 

I  proceed  to  die  fecond  part  of  A\t  difcourfe,  to  endea- 
vour to  inforee  the  duty  on  every  young  and  tender  mind* 
It  is  impofSble  in  the  range  of  a  narrow  difcourfe  to  pafs  the 
limits  of  our  text.    The  field  of  reafon  and  the  extent  of  revc^ 
lation  upon  this  fubje^i  the  life  of  a  Mftthuialall  could  not. 
exhibit. 

Firfty  the  date  of  your  birth  is  recommendied  to  your  con« 
iiderarion ;  that  you  have  come  into  the  world,  (hapen  in  (iny 
and  brought  forth  in  iBtqnity»  and  your  firfl  entrance  int« 
exigence  is  under  the  charader  of  children  of  wrath*  It  is  an 
awful  thought  for  recolleAiony  that  you  ^re  by  nature  guilty 
and  obnoxious  in  the  fight  of  unftained  purity.  This  is  the 
fundamental  reafon  of  circumcifion,  baptism  and  the  dedica* 
tion  of  children  to  God^  The  declaration  of  heaven  is  on  the 
one  hand,  **  That  by  one  man's  difobedicnce  many  were  made 
**  fmners.  That  the  judgment  came  upon  all  men  to  con- 
**  demnation  ;  all  are  under  the  curfe,"  and  the  demands  of 
juftice  re(b  upon  the  children  who  have  never  (inned  after  the 
fimilitude  of  Adam's  tranfgrei&on»  as  well  as  others.    And  on- 
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the  ether  handy  aU  muft  repent^  from  the  yoongeft  to  the 
olileft»and  torn  onto<}od1ii  the  way  appomted. 

SeGOOdlff  the  remembrance  in  the  text,  (eems  to  imply  & 
matnral  difpofitlon  of  unmindfolneis  of  God.  Were  we  born 
whb  z  right  temper*  it  would  be  as  nataral  to  love  God,  obey 
hb  commands  and  avoid  what  he  forbids,  as  to  exhibit 
defire  for  food  and  drink.  That  out  firft  appearances  of  adion 
«re  not  to  love  and  ferve  God,  are  certain  evidences,  that 
onr  nataral  propenfities  are  wrong,  wherefore  upon  this  fup- 
pofition  we  are  called  upon  to  remember  our  Creator  while 
w«  are  young.  And  this  remembrance  implies  every  temper, 
-taxrclk  and  dnty  which  conftitutes  real  piety  and  true  reli- 
|Rm.  Wherefore,  let  children  and  youth  who  would  wifb  for 
happinefs  and  the  favour  of  God  comply  with  this  divine 
^ouniel. 

Thirdly,  remember,  while  you  continue  in  your  native  and 
wicked  temper,  God  cannot  be  your  friend,  but  enemy.  **  He 
♦  is  angry  with  the  wicked  every  day.  If  they  turn  not,  he 
^  will  whet  his  fword,  he  hath  bent  his  bow,  and  made  it  rea- 
^dy,"  Therefore  you  are  liable,  however  young,  while  re- 
maining impenitent  and  unbelieving  to  be  turned  into  hell 
1«th  an  that  forget  God.  While  this  is  your  charaftcr,  no- 
diing  keeps  you  from  this  awful  doom,  but  the  wonderful  pa- 
tience and  forbearance  of  God.  He  mod  furely  has  power 
enough  and  provocation  enough  to  fend  you  to  perdition  every 
moment  you  remain  out  of  Chrift.  There  is  the  greaicil 
reafon  therefore  that  you  (hould  remember  your  Creator  in  the 
days  of  your  youth. 

Yon  know  not,  my  dear  friends,  but  that  you  may  die 
young.  You  have  no  more  fecurity  for  life,  than  the  moft 
aged  perfon  loit  ering  under  the  burden  of  many  years  and  in. 
firmities.  This  is  a  truth  the  young  can  hardly  be  perfuaded 
to  fed  or  believe,     Nay^  the  very  ftrength  of  your  conditU' 
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tion  and  heut  of  blood  ezpofes  yea  to  many  fatal  difealb.  As 
many  die  in  youth  as  in  other  periods  of  life.  God  may  take 
away  your  breath  every  day  and  evciy  hour  juft  at  his  plea» 
fure.  Now  as  this  is  the  fituation  of  every  individual^  what  aa 
argument  of  irrefiftible  force  is  it  to  induce  yon  to  remember 
your  Creator  and  your  fouls  in  the  days  of  your  youth* 


If  you  are  not  difpofed  to  attend  to  religion  now,  there 
be  no  future  period  of  life,  in  whichf  if  left  to  yourfelves,  yott 
Will  be  more»  or  even  fo  much  inclined  to  this  duty.  If  mo- 
tives and  arguments  can  have  any  influence,  thefe  are  as  ftrong 
and  powerful  now,  as  they  can  be  at  any  time  hereafter.  The 
rcafons  drawn  from  the  uncertainty  of  life— the  commandite 
authority  of  Gcd — ^the  precioufnefs  of  the  foul— the  importance 
of  (alvation  ;  and  your  own  intereft,  are  all  as  weighty  and 
forcible  now,  as  they  ever  will  or  can  be.  Thefe  can  nerer  in* 
crcafe.  But  it  is  an  awful  and  alarming  faA,  that  your  indif- 
pofitinn  to  attend  to  religion  increafes  daily  through  tteiy 
period  of  life.  Your  years  grow  not  fader  than  the  hardneft 
of  heart,  bltndnefs  of  minJ,  and  flupidity  of  confcience.  This 
arifes  fiom  various  cau(es.  From  the  native  ah'enation  of  the 
foul  from  God  ;  the  longer  it  conunues  unre&raincd,  the 
Oronger  it  becomes.  It  arifes  alfo  from  the  force  of  fcnfual 
plcafurcs  and  fiom  the  nature  of  a  worldly  temper.  The 
niorc  fuch  plcafurcs  arc  indulged,  the  greater  power  they  ac- 
quire. Thi  longer  our  attachments  to  the  world  are  indulged* 
the  greater  the  ditHcuI:>'  to  renounce  them.  This  fatal  temper 
likcvlfe  gains  (Ircngthfrom  ihc  delufive  and  fafcinating  hopes 
of  a  mori  coni'ci:i^iu  icalbn  for  engaging  in  religion.  This 
j-.clurnf:!  i\  I*  always  r.f  a  growing  nature.  The  longer  we  put 
oti  :ht  civ*ccris  <  fnir  fruls,  rhe  motives  for  fo  doing  accnmu* 
Lt",  :":1  ,h'.:'h  tlr-.'-s  the  fcrnc  and  all  i^lcft  forever.  Hence 
I  ijI.c?:  ■  .il*  cn:'.  i-Ta:i.-ns  into  one  view,  youth  will  ceve^ 
hiv.  J  n;*':j  cnnvc.ici.:  opportunity  or  a  better  difpoAtion  for 
liif  f!nKir.l;:aT  re  .  f  your  Creator,  if  left  to  yonrfelves,  than 
i'..v  I  i^;".i.i.     *•  .\  u  ii  ihe  accci-lcj  liire,  ff;«a;  is  the  day,  of 
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••JWvatlon."  You  mnft  enter  upon  falvation  now,  or  it  it 
probable  jou  never  wilL  Weigh  the  arguments  placed  before 
you ;  if  tbefe  cannot  influence  you  at  prrfent,  it  is  certain 
their  itnprefljons  will  become  weaker  every  day.  Then  think 
for  a  moment  what  is  likely  to  be  the  confequence.  That  yoa 
mo  ft  make  your  bed  in  everlafting  forrows.  God  only  can 
torn  the  heart  from  yoothful  pleaforts  and  finfol  amufements 
and  form  it  by  his  grace  for  his  love  and  fervice»  therefore  be 
intreated  to  remember  your  creator  in  the  days  of  your  youth. 
The  effedlual  grace  of  God  in  your  repentance  and  converfion» 
ihould  be  improved  by  you  as  an  irreiiftible  argument  to  cauia 
you  to  remember  him. 

This  fubjea  mH  dofe  with  a  few  obfervations  on  the  mo- 
tives in  our  text  employed  to  excite  young  people  to  tliis  gicat 
duty,  the  remembrance  of  God  and  their  Saviour.  Rememr 
ber, «  while  the  evil  days  con>c  not  nor  the  years  draw  nigh, 
«  when  they  (hall fay,  I  have  nopleafure  in  them."  By  evil  days 
is  generally  and  rightly  underftood  times  of  ficknefb,  calamity, 
pains  and  death.  Perform  this  duty,  make  your  peace  wiih  your 
Maker,  embrace  the  Redeemer,  relinquifh  fin,  and  engage  in 
the  ways  of  piety  in  the  prime  of  life.  Thefe  things  are  to 
be  done  while  you  are  young.  They  ought  not  to  be  poft- 
poned  for  a  day.  Evil  days  are  fad  hading  on,  in  which  we 
will  find  no  pleafure.  God  is  long  fuffering  and  Grants  fpace 
for  repentance.  And  it  concerns  all  to  attend  to  it  immediate- 
ly and  prepare  for  their  latter  end.  Old  age  will  advance  and 
thefe  will  be  years  of  unpleafamnefs.  Barzillai  could  not  then 
relifh  any  oKthe  delights  of  icnfe.  There  you  will  be  ioatied 
with  infirmities,  palfies,  pains  and  weaknelFcs  of  a  thoufand 
forms  ;  your  (Irength  will  become  labour  and  forrc\f.  We 
ihall  have  then  parted  with  the  moil  of  our  dear  friends  and 
relations,  and  the  refidue  may  have  become  wearltd  oi  us. 
This  is  Si  tormenting  feeling.  It  is  worfe  than  die  pangs  of 
death.     Wifh  not  to  be  old,  but  wi(h  to  be  good*    Become 
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^tr^^J  reli^ou^  ^  tlien  if  you  lire  jon  will  Ihe  to  theXora, 
**  and  if  jou  die  y  oo  will  die  to  the  Lord,  fo  that  whether  jtm 

>  live  or  die  yo«i  will  be  the  Lord's/'  Blefled  are  the  youth  who  ax« 
die  favorites  of  heaven  and  united  to  Jefiis.  CooCder  how  grofii 
ihe  abfurdityi  and  how  baie  the  iiigratitudei  to  give  our  (brength 

•  and  die  flower  t)£our  days  to  Satan*  and  to  hope  that  God  will 
accept  the  dregs  and  ref ufe  of  life.  This  will  be  ofBering  the  tonit 
the  lame*  and  the  fickfor  iacrificet  whidi  will  furely  be  rejeded* 
How  can  we  exped  God  will  lupport  and  comfort  us  in  ag& 
when  we  ienred  him  not  while  we  were  young.  Fredous  was 
the  experience  «f  the  Fialmift  when  he  could  iay»  ^  O  God 
<*  thou  haft  taught  me  from  my  youth ;  now  alio  when  I  am 
^  old  and  grey-headed^  forfake  me  not." 

An  argument  to  enforce  religion  upon  tender  minds,  is  tdkta 
in  ftrong  figurative  expreffions  from  the  luminaries  of  heaven 
and  the  clouds  of  the  air.  **  While  the  fun,  or  the  light,  or 
**  the  moon,  or  the  ftars  be  not  darkened^  nor*  the  clouds  re- 
«tum  after  the  rain.'*  All  thefe  bright  luminaries  be- 
come dim  to  the  aged,  throogh  failure  of  fight  and  all  the 
powers  of  nature.  Their  underftaadiags,  memories  an4 
all  their  faculties  fail.  The  beauty  and  pleafure  of  all  thefe 
things  are  pafled  away.  Then  the  clouds  return  after  the 
rain.  No  fooner  is  one  cloud  blown  over  tlian  another  fuc« 
ceeds  ;  thus  the  aged  arc  no  fooner  relieved  from  one  di^^afe 
and  pain  than  they  are  feized  with  another.  'Ilieir  ailments 
are  like  a  continual  dropping  in  a  rainy  day.  Let  all  thelc 
things  be  placed  together  to  engage  youth  in  an  early  attt:n- 
tion  to  religion.  'ITie  commandment  of  your  bleeding  Saviour 
■is,  «*  Seek  firft  the  kingdom  of  God  aad  the  riijhteoufneft 
«*  thereof.**  And  thofe  tliat  fcdc  me  early  (hall  f^nd  me. 
'«*  Remember  now  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youtJi,  while 
•*  the  evil  days  come  not,  nor  the  years  draw  nigh  when  thou 
^  (halt  fay,  I  have  no  pleafure  in  lliem  ;  while  die  fun,  or  the 
«<  light,  or  the  moon,  or  the  Itars  be  not  darkened,  nor  the 
**  clouds  retsua  after  the  rain." 


.It  not  the  thongfat  tranfporting  that  you  Ihould  all  cdjqj  . 
ihr  felicitj  and  glories  of  Jieateti  forever  i    ^ 

■ 

O  that  it  might  be  a  portion  of  my  blifi  ta  behold  you  io  -^ 
the  celeftial  world  I  That  yoo  might  fee  me  there  as  you  now  ~ 
do  b  this  facred  de(k>  and  that  I  might  behold  you  in  thefe 
^PPT  regions,  as  I  now  behold  you  before  me.    Then  bleflbd  • 

iBJaifter'^tpfT  cbiMi«P'itid  rtcmaUy  gkmotu  y^utlk 


SERMON      IX. 


How^.^jdh  may  become  Hoj^  and  Happy. 


ffa.  cxix.  9.  Whcc^mith  Jliall  a  yotmg  man  cUanfe  his  ruay  f  By 
taking  heed  thereto  according  to  thy  nwrd, 

I 

THE  holf  fcripturcs  arc  the  fource  of  all  divine  wifHom 

and  faving  knowledge  to  the  children  of  men.  They  arc  pro- 
fitable for  doiflrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  inftradlion 
in  righteoufnefs.  They  arc  of  the  moft  cxtenfive  fpirltual  ufc, 
containing  all  things  ncceflary  for  to  know  and  believe  con- 
cerning God,  ourfelves,  the  way  of  lialvation  for  fmncrs,  and 
the  graces,  virtues  and  duties  for  acquiring  the  fame.  They 
are  perfeAly  calculated  to  difplay  the  charafler  of  God  t  the 
holinefs  of  the  divine  law,  the  evil  and  turpitude  of  fm,  the 
recovery  of  fmncrs  through  the  atonement  and  intcrcefiion  of 
Chriil,  the  way  of  faith  and  obedience,  and  to  rectify  and  re- 
form what  is  amifs  in  the  fouL  So  th^t  the  man  of  God  or 
the  true  Chriftian  may  be  thoroughly  furnifhed  for  the  per- 
formance of  every  good  work. 

This  excellent  Fialm  (himng  with  peculiar  luftre  among  all 


t  107  ] 

At  Pftlinit>f  DstTidy  principally  confifts  in  prai&s  and  cne#' 
finiaxns  on  divine  revelation.'  The  Pfalmift  here  in  the  moft 
perfuafive  language  recommends  the  great  ufefulnefs  of  the 
fcriptures,  from  his  own  example  and  the  dilUnguilhcd  blct 
fings  he  had  experienced  in  them.  How  often  does  he  cx- 
prefs  his  moft  ardent  defires,  for  a  more  intimate  acquaintance 
with  thefe  precious  oracles,  and  to  be  more  conformed  to  their 
inftruAions  ?  *<  Deal  with  thy  fervant  according  to  thy  mer- 
**  cios,  and  leach  me  thy  ftatutes.  I  am  thy  fervant,  give  me 
<*  underftanding  that  I  may  know  thy  teftimonies.  O  how  I 
*f  love  thy  law  j  it  is  my  meditauon  all  the  day." 

There  is  no  lefs  than  ten  words  employed  in  this  long  Pfalm 
eipreilive  of  the  glories  and  advantages  of  divine  revelation* 
And  what  is  very  remarkable,  there  is  not  a  verfe  in 
which  one  of  thefe  terms  is  not  ufcd,  a  very  few  excepted,  yet 
they  are  fo  placed  and  tranfpofed,  tliat  the  moft  accurate  reader 
feels  no  tedious  repitition,  but  every  phrafe  appears  with  beau- 
ty and  affords  him  the  higheft  pleafure  and  delight. 

It  is  ftiled  God's  lanVf  becaufe  the  fcriptures  are  given  by 
die  fupreme  and  fovereign  legiflator— his  w^/,  becaufe  they 
contain  the  order  of  his  difpenlations,  and  the  courfe  of  man's 
obedience — his  commandment sy  becaufe  iffued  by  the  moft  ab^ 
folute  authority — his  ujilmoniesy  becaufe  attefted  or  witneffed 
to  the  world  \>^  the  moft  irrefragable  evidence — bis  precepts^ 
becaufe  they  are  the  prefcriptions  of  heaven  to  man — his  ivord^ 
becaufe  they  are  the  declarations  of  his  will — \i\9>  judgment s^ 
becaufe  by  them  we  (b.ill  be  judged — his  righteoufnefs^  becaufe 
holy,juft  and  good,  and  the  ftanJard  of  perfeft  juftice — his 
ftatutes^  becaufe  fixed,  immutable  and  of  perpetual  obligation — 
his  truths  becaufe  they  are  faithful  fayings  and  founded  on 
principles  of  eternal  verity. 

Ntw  diefe  oracles  which  are  *fcribed  in  fnch  a  variety  of 
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cbaraAerSy  tiliibit  complete  rules  of  diiedHon  in  eveff  cafSk. 
In  all  difficulties  in  whidi  perTons  may  be  involved,  here  it- 
inftrudion  for  deliverancet  or  how  to  bear  them  with  patience^, 
and  improve  them  for  their  greateft  good.  In  our  text  they 
give  dire^ons  of  the  higbeft  importance,  to  witrhow  the  rifisg 
geperation  may  become  holy  and  uieful  in  the  worldr  and  b% 
happy  forever.  «  Wherewith  fliaU  a  young  man  cleanfe  hit  way  I 
<<  By  talcing  heed  thereto  according  to  thy  word."  My  youn^ 
fViends»  I  hope,  will  grant  their  attention  to  a  fubjeA  of  fuciv 
infinite  magnitude.  It  is  long  dnce  it  was  (aid  by  the  wifeft  of 
meuy  that  youth  is  folly  and  vanity*  I  will  not  enter  into  the 
common  eflay,  that  youth  is  worfe  in  diis  age  than  formerly. 
Every  one,  even  the  mod  ignorant,  is  continually  giving  lec- 
tures on  this  topic.  This  is  not  by  any  means  a  general  truth  . 
there  may  be  particular  places  where  one  generation  may  be 
worfe  than  a  preceding,  fo  there  may  be  places  where  a  gene- 
ration arifes  better  than  the  one  which  went  before  it.  But 
however  this  matter  may  be,  there  is  in  the  words  before  us  an 
import^t  queftion  afked,  and  a  iatisfadory  anfwer  given  for 
the  diredion  of  the  rifing  generation* 

There  are  various  things  of  high  importance  contained  is 
the  queftion,  **  How  fhall  a  young  man  cleanfe  his  way  V*  By 
way,  when  ufed  in  this  figurative  feafe,  expreilive  of  the  moral 
temper  and  charader,  is  generally  meant  the  bias  and  inclina- 
tion of  the  heart,  and  the  courfe  and  prevailing  tenor  of  the 
life.  If  the  habitual  turn  of  the  heart  be  to  that  which  is  good 
and  the  external  converfation  fuch  as  becometh  the  gofpel,  thea 
his  waj  is  right  with  God,  or  it  is  in  its  meafure  clean.  But 
if  the  heart  be  commonly  difpofed  to  evil,  and  the  converfation 
ungodly,  tliis  proves  his  way  to  be  unclean,  or  corrupt  and 
vipious. 

To  cleaftfrf  in  a  moral  or  religious  fenfe,  HgniHes  to  reform 
and  aunend  that  which  is  amifi  both  in  heart  and  condudL  To 
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Sctondly,  here  they  arc  taught  how  they  may  get  their 
natures  changed,  cleanfed  and  fandlified.     **  Thofe  ii^ho  feek 
*  me  early,  faith  the  Lord,  (hall  find  me."    That  is,  thofe  who 
feek  God  in  the  method  appointed  in  the  fcriptures,  will  furely 
obtain  their  defires.     Thofe  who  feck  God,  by  repentance  of 
fin,  forfaking  their  iniquities,  repairing  to  the  blood  of  Jefus 
by  faith,  coai  micting  their  fouls  into  his  hands,  looking  to  his 
tighteoufnefs  alone  for  juftification,  and  to  his  grace  for  fandU 
fication,  giving  up  their  hearts  in  love  to  God,  and  refolving; 
to  walk  in  all  the  commandments  of  the  Lord.    This  is  the 
fara  of  that  fceking  God  contained  in  the  bible.     The  young 
have  really  as  much  need  of  efieAual  grace,  of  converfion^ 
faith,  repentance,  &c.  as  any  other  finncrs.     Hence  the  young 
man  in  tlie  gofpel  who  was  poflciFed  of  fo  many  natural  and 
amiable   accomplifliments,  that  Jefus  loved  him,  yet  his  way 
wanted  cleanfing  ;  there  w:w  one  thing  lacking;  his  foul  was 
not  adorned  with  the  beauties  of  holineft.      Hearken  to  the 
Toice  of  Solomon  to  his  pupil.      "My  fon,  if  thou  wilt  hear 
•*  my  words,  and  hide  my  commandments  with  thee,  fo  that 
«*thou  incline  thine  ear  unto  ^ifdom,  and  apply  thy  heart  to 
•«  underftanding  :  yea,  if  thou  cried  after  knowledge,  and  liftcft 
**  up  thy  voice  forunderftanding,if  thoufeekcfther  as  filver  and 
*•  fearchell  for  her  as  for  hid  treafures  ;  then  (halt  thou  under- 
*•  (land  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  find  the  kno^^ledge  of  God.'* 
The  fcriptures  teach  you  to  pray  to  God,  to  wor(hip  him,  to 
fubmit  to  his  will,  to  honor  your  parents,  to  love  your  brothers 
and  fibers,  to  love  all  mankind,  and  to  do  good  unto  all  as 
you  have  opportunity,  and  fill  all  your  ftations  and  relations 
in  life  with  fdiihfulnefs  and  propriety.     Thefc  are  a  few  (»f  tlie 
counfels  of  die  divine  oracles  to  the  children  of  men.     They 
are  as  fafficient  now  as  they  were  in  the  times  cf  Timothy, 
*<  to  make  them  wife  unto  falvation.*'     Would  youth  be  com- 
fortable in  life,  ufcful  and  honorable  in  the  world,  have  peace 
and  hope  in  death,  and  finally  be  brought  to   thofe  regions 

where  rivers  of  bleffcdncfs  eternally  flow,  "  Let  them  take  heed 
*•  unto  their  way  according  :o  the  word  of  God." 
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A  brief  addrcfs  to  thofc  who  are  young  will  conclude  thk 
difcourfe  I  have  often  addtefled  your  fathers  in  the  days  of 
their  youth,  and  this  will  probably  be  among  my  lail  direded 
to  you  in  this  particular  form. 

My  dear  children  and  amiable  youth,  all  thatihall  be  faid 
at  prefent  will  flow  from  the  moft  fincere  intention  to  promote 
your  felicity  in  this  world  and  in  the  next.     Your  blifs  and  mi« 
iery,  life  and  death,  are  placed  before  you,  and  this  day  yoa 
are  iblemnly  called  upon  to  make  your  eledicn.     Confider 
what  is  your  ftate  and  practice.     Confider  you  are  in   the 
bands  of  a  God  of  infinite  power  to  punifli  or  to  icward.   Coa. 
fider  whether  you  hare  molt  need  of  God,  or  God   of  yoa« 
What  will  be  your  final  deftiny  if  you  continue  in  fm,  impeni* 
tent  and  unbelieving,  negle<5lers  of  God,  defpifers  of  Jefus 
Chrift  and  of  your  own  immorul  fouls  ?  You  certainly  know  you 
muddies  and  pais  to  judgment,  and  thefe  awful  events  may  take 
place  refpeding  you,  while  you  are  in  all  the  bloom  of  life,  and 
in  an  hour  when  you  think  not.     You  have  attended  the  fune- 
rals of  multitudes  of  perfons  younger  than  yourfelves.    Where- 
fore be  exhorted  in  this  your  day  to  attend   to  the  things  of 
your  peace.     God  is  ftretchtng  out  his   companionate  arms 
unto  you,  the  precious  blood  of  the  Saviour,  which  was  flied 
for  your  falvation,  is  calling  upon  you;  the  Holy  Ghofl  is 
driving  with  you ;  minifcets,  arc  calling  upon  you,  pniying 
for  you  and  weeping  over  you.      Your  pious  p^i rents,  in  all 
the  tender  language  of  perfuafion,   and  with  bowclh  yearning 
for   yocr  fouls,  are  preffing  the  things  of  religicn  upon  you. 
Yea,  all  the  holy  angels,  and  the  whole  church  in  heaven  and 
earth,  foliciloufiy  urging  you  to  come  and  drliik  of  tlie  waters 
of  life  tVedy.     Now  what  do  you  fay  to  all  tlief-  mighty  invi- 
tations ?  V/ill  you  hear  or  will  you  forbear  ?  If  you  refufc  to 
cleanfe  your  way  according  to  ihe  word  of  God,  remember 
the  terrible  dcnur.iijifions   of  divine  wrath   againft  all  fuch. 
«*  Bccaufc  I  i.i\e  called  and  yc  have  rcfufed.  I  have  Itretclied 
**out  my  hiUid  a.iJ  lU  ir.an  rc^^trded  ;  but  )c  fct  at  iiOb^ht 
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^^^  mj  coonTd  zn3  would  none  of  mj  reproof:  I  alfb  will 

*  laugh  at  your  calamity  and  mock  when  your  fear  cometh  i 
^  when  your  fear  cometh  as  defolatloni  and  your  dellrudion 
<*  as  a  whirlwind,  then  (hall  they  call  upon  me,  but  I  will  not 
^  anfwer ;  they  will  fiek  me  early  but  they  (hall  not  find  me.** 
To  avoid  thcfe  awfnl  calamities,  I  befeech  yoa  by  all  that  is- 
lacred,  by  the  ha^inne(s  of  heaven  and  the  torments  of  the 
damned,  that  you  would  hearken  to  **  Wifdom  crying  without^ 
^qttering  her  voice  in  the  (Ireets;  turn  ye  at  my  reproof;' 
^  behold,  I  win  pour  eut  my  fjMrit  unto  you,  I  will  make 

*  known  my  words  unto  you.  Hear  and  your  fouls  (hall- 
«*  live."  My  dear  youths  I  leave  you  to  God^  and  your  owi> 
ftrious  thoughts* 


I  ^mm         U        t 


SERMON      X. 


Sober  mindednefs  wa'^mly  recommended  to  thojt 

who  arc  YOung. 


Tit.  ii.  6.  Tctmg  men  Uke^ife  exhort  to  h  fiber  viinded. 

VARIOUS  and  cxtenfive  are  the  duties  incumbent  upon 
the  sninifters  of  the  gofpel.  So  numerous,  important,  and 
folemn,  that  the  apodle  after  a  review  and  confideration  of 
them,  exclaims,  *«  Who  is  fufficient  for  thefe  things  V*  They  4 
Are  to  teach  tlie  whole  counfel  of  God  ;  every  do<5lnne,  duty 
and  virtue  contained  in  the  fcriptures.  They  are  with  propri- 
ety to  addrefs  every  rank,  from  the  highjft  dignity  of  honor 
to  the  loweft  grade  of  mankind.  From  thofe  who  fway  fcep- 
tres  and  fit  on  tlirones,  down  to  the  poor  and  thofe  who  fit 
on  dunghills  ;  all  thefe  various  degiees  are  to  be  in{lru(5led  by 
them.  How  much  need  have  tbey  of  aB  kinds  of  learning 
and  wifdom,  common  and  uncommon,  to  enable  ihem  to 
adapt  their  inflruiflion  to  an  infinity  of  cafes.  St.  Paul  taught 
people  of  every  clafs,  rich  and  poor,  learned  and  unleai-ned, 
nffnifters  and  people,  fervants  and  children.  He  inftru«Sed  min- 
iftershow  and  to  whom  they  ihould  preach.,  jSe  gave  diredions 
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and  coanfels  to  Timothy  and  Ticus  relathre  to  things  of  the 
highcft  imporunce.  He  fozneiimcs  prefcribes  to  them  the 
fubjc^s  on  which  they  ihould  p/each,  and  mentions  the  vari- 
ous claffes  of  mankind  to  which  they  were  to  addrefs  them- 
fclves^  and  how  their  exhortations  ought  to  be  ordered.  In 
this  chapter  Titus  is  coonfelled  to  preach  the  duties  incumbent 
ou  every  age  and  fez.  He  muft  teach  aged  men  how  thej 
ought  to  condud  :  **  fo  that  their  hoary  head  being  found  in 
«<  the  waj  of  righteoufnefs  migHt  be  a  crown  of  glory  to  them.^ 
The  aged  women  alio  he  was  to  inftrud,  **  that  they  may  be 
"  in  behaviour  as  becometh  holinefs.  That  the  young  women 
**  (huuld  be  fober,  difcreet,  chade,  keepers  at  home,  good*  &c* 
••  Young  men  likewife,  exhort  to  be  fobcr  minded."  Thus 
miniders  fhot^d  be  particular  in  their  preaching.  That  by 
touching  every  ones  cafe,  Uiey  may  afFe^  the  tonfciences  of 
all.  They  muft  give  to  e|)cry  one  his  portion  in  due  feafun. 
Alas,  how  few  are  difpofed  to  take  their  portion,  and  how 
ready  are  we  to  make  application  to  others  of  that  wluch  \ve 
ought  to  take  to  ourfclves  ? 

The  young  perfonsto  whom  Titus  is  to  addrefs  himfelf,  he 
is  to  exhort.  This  word  implies  inftrudion,  dire<5Hon  and  pcr- 
fuafion.  In  order  to  exhort  any  perfon  to  the  performance  of 
Us  duty,  he  muft  be  firft  taught  the  nature,  ufe  and  advant:4ged 
of  it ;  in  the  nert  place  he  muft  be  directed  how  to  comply 
therev^ith  and  reduce  the  inftrudHcn  to  pradlicc  ;  then  perfuaft- 
on,  commonly  called  exhortation,  is  necefiliry — in  which  mo- 
tives and  confiderations  are  ufed,  with  the  tendcreft  applica- 
tion to  the  paflions,  to  influence  and  induce  pcrfons  to  yield 
a  willirg  obedience.  Here  the  benefits  and  blc flings  of  com- 
pliance witli  duty,  and  the  dangers  of  non  compliance  are  to 
bs  nrged  and  preffed  upon  the  confcicnce  by  every  argument. 

The  exiiortation  is  here  direfled  to  thofe  who  are  young,  and 
tlie  duty  to  which  they  are  to  give  their  attention  is  to  htfib:r< 
tnindifd*    The  whok  doty  iocombcDt  upon  youth  is  compre- 
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hepded  in  thU  fingU  phrafe.  Aod  no  doobt  lainite  wirdbnr- 
fekded  this  terin«  as  the  reverfe  of  it  is  too  incident  to  the 
young,  to  witj  levityt  vanity,  felly  and  mconfidenuion.  And 
I  hope,  my  dear  young  friends,  you  will  fuffer  thi&  exhortation 
to  be  prefled  upon  you  with  all  eameftneist  as  it  is  the  counfel 
of  an  tnfpired  apoftle,  yea,  of  God  your  Maker  hin(ii^.  And 
according  to  your  conformity  to  it  or  otberwiie,  you  will  be 
finally  judged  and  fo  {aved  or  loft  to  all  eternity.  The  whole 
•f  this  fubje£t  will  be  confined  to  theie  two  things, 

Firll,  the  explanation  of  fober  mindednefs. 

Secondly,  to  lay  before  the  younger  part  of  my  audience, 
feme  of  the  innumerable  motives  which  ihould  engage  them 
to  be  fober  minci^d. 

None  who  are  acquainted  with  the  nature  and  condud  of 
youtliy  and  the  ilate  of  the  world  in  general,  can  deem  fucb 
a  fubjeft  either  unfeafonable  or  impertinent. 

Firit  your  attention  is  invited  to  the  explanation  of  fober 
mindcdnefs,  to  which  the  young  are  exhorted. 

Flrfl  it  may  be  obferved,  that  this  phrafe  imports  a  found 
mind,  and  thus  it  is  rendered  in  another  epiftle.  <^  For  God 
"  hath  not  given  us  the  fpirit  of  fear,  but  of  power,  of  love,  and 
"  of  a  found  mind.''  A  found  mind  is  oppofed  to  one  that  is 
diforderid  and  corrupted ;  and  this  is  unhappily  the  cafe  of 
every  mind  by  nature.  We  are  born  unholy  and  unclean,  vv^ 
tiated  and  depraved.  '*  We  were  fhapen  in  fin  and  brought 
^*  forth  in  iniquity.  God  made  man  upright  but  he  hath 
**  fought  out  many  inventions.'*  By  reafon  of  our  apoftacy 
our  minds  arc  become  the  abodes  of  darknefs,  confudon  and 
diibrdcr.  Thofe  powers  which  were  firft  formed  for  fubje^ioxr 
have  ufurped  the  government  in  the  foul ;  the  inferior  paffions 
and  fcnfidve  appetites  now  rule  over  the  fuperior  faculties  of 
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tcaCbn  and  nnderftandmg.  Reafbn,  which  was  fonned  to  g6. 
'^ttn  and  dired  in  the  hmnan  mind,  is  e jeded  from  its  throne ; 
the  nnderftanding  is  orerwhelnied  in  cloads  of  darknefs ;  and 
the  lower  propenfities  and  affedions  bear  fway  and  triomph ; 
hence  all  is  anarchy  and  derangexncnt  in  the  foul.  In  order 
to  become  of  a  found  mind,  thefe  maladies  muft  be  healed, 
and  thefe  dtforders  rouft  be  re^ified.  And  this  is  done  by 
regeneration,  repentance  and  faith  ;  by  a  reftoration  oFthe  loft 
image  of  God ;  of  divine  love  and  holinefs.  Hereby  die  mind 
becomes  found,  and  thus  perfons  are  formed  to  be  fober  minded. 

Secondly,  it  implies  in  it  confideration  and  thoughtfulnefs. 

The  heart  is  naturally  full  of  vain,  foreign  and  impertinent 

thoughts.     When,  my  young  friends,  will  you  command  home 

your  roving  minds,  and  begin  to  think  foberly  and  ferioufly  as 

you  ought  to  think  ?  When  will  you  turn  your  minds  to  mat« 

ters  of  infinite  moment  ? — ^to   think  with  anxious  folicitude 

about  the  concerns  of  your  everlading  peace  ?   <<  Thus  faith 

^*  the  Lord  of  hofts,  confider  your  ways/'     Enter  into  your 

hearts  and  lives,  and  confider  whether  they  are  right  with  God 

according  to  the  Gofpel.     Confider  for  what  your  capacities 

were  created ;  for  die  fervice  of  your  generation,  for  ufcfulncfs 

in  die  world,  for  the  enjoyment  of  God  and  happinefs  forever 

Confider  whether  it  be  not  full  lime  for  the  youngcft  of  yoa 

to  meditate  upon  the  defign  of  your  creation,  and  reflect  how 

you  have  h'ved  and  what  yon  have  been  doing.     Your  pa  (Ted 

years  are  gone  as  a  tale  that  is  told.     Surely  the  fcafon  is  come, 

that  the  youngeil  of  you  (hould  awake  from  your  ilumbers'of 

folly^  and  turn  from  your  excurfions  in  the  fields  of  delufion, 

and  begin  to  exercife  your  thoughts  upon  religion  and  the 

falvation  of  your  fouls.      When  the  ape  file  ilfues  forth  this 

admonition  to  youth,  that  they  (kould  be  fober  minded,  it  is 

the  fame  tiling  a^  to  exhort  them  to  be  religious.      And  O 

that  Go  J  would  imprefs  the  counfcls   upon   yci:r  hcirt;.,    i:i 

fuch  a  manner,  that  you  would  not  allow  younclvfs  peace, 

nor  indulge  your  eyes  in  flccp,  nor   your  eyelids  in  fluniLwr, 
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lill  this  moft  important  matter  be  fecured,  that  you  are  wholly 
redaced  to  the  rentinciation  of  youthful  lufts,  your  fouls  dedi* 
cated  to  God,  and  by  faith  repofed  in  the  bofom  of  your  pre- 
cious faviour.     Remember,  all  youthful  fellies,  all  manner  of 
im  and  blafphemy  (hall  be  forgiven,  and  heaven  *wili  not^  and 
earth  and  hell  r</x;/7^/ pluck  you  out  of  his  hands.     Confide^ 
death  is  approaching, — eternity  opening, — and  before  the  fuir 
concludes  tJie  day,  you  may  launch  into  that  future  and  un- 
known world — yon  may  pafs  the  bourne  from  whence  there 
is  no  return  I     "  O  that  you  vsrere  wife,  that  you  under  flood 
**  this,  that  you  would  confider  your  latter  end."     You  know 
that  multitudes  have  launched  out  of  this  (late  by  unforefeen 
and  unexpeded  deaths.     Accidents,  which  no  human  powers 
can  provide  againll,  have  inftantly  broken  the  thread  of  life, 
and  in  a  moment  opened  the  gates  of  eternity.     My  children, 
many  deaths  you  have  already  efcaped,  and  whether  ever  you 
will  efcape  another  is  v^-iih  a  fovereign  God,  who  gives  not  aa 
account  to  any  of  his  matters.     Confider,  God  may  not  prc- 
fcrve  you  from  another,  and  it  is  an  abfolute  certainty  you  can- 
not preferve  yourfelves  ;  wherefore,  immediately  receive  the 
divine  counfcl  and  turn  unto  the  Lord.     "  Turn  ye,  turn  ye, 
"  for  why  will  you  die  ?"  There  is  no  caufe  why  you  fhould 
perifli,  but  what  arifcs  from  yourfelves.     There  is  enough  in 
your  heavenly  father's  houfe,  and   an  abundance  to  fpare. 
Inftantly   give  yourfelves  up  to  the  blefled  Jefus,  who  poured 
out  his  foul  unto  deaih  for  you.       He  is  the  compaffionatc 
Saviour  of  youth  ;  loved  children  ;  took  ihcra  into  his  divine 
arms ;  laiJ  his  blefled  liands  upon  tliem  ;  and  declared  that 
of  fiich  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.     Thofe  who  deny  children 
the  blelTcd  dedication  to  the  arms  of  Jcfus,  I   pafs  ihcm  over 
to  tlicir  ignorance  and  their  mafter  ;  but  Chrift  is  merciful  t« 
little  (^ncs,  v;hntevfjr  may  be  the  ignorance,  delufion,  and  pcr- 
vcTlvriieri  c;f  unhappy  parents,  deftitute  of  natural  afTcdlion. 
Arc  not  children  of  the  church  God's  children  i—wcre   they 
i.o:  hi'.,  iiud  dt  vDicd  to  bin:,  in  ail  the  forms  of  vifiblc  inftitu- 


fioa  ia  iJhe  Tiflble  chnrch^  from  Adam  to  Abrabanif  from 
Abraham  to  Mofes  and  from  Mofes  to  Chriil,  and  of  fuch  has 
not  Clirift  declared  tlie  kingdom  of  heaven  to  confift  ?    God 
forbid  that  true  and  rational  chridians  (hould  prohibit  their 
infant  feed  from  the  precious  ordinance,  initiating  them  into 
the  church>  and  placing  them  under  the  bkfTings  of  the  cove- 
nant of  mercy.     Miftaken,  mifinformed  and  deluded  parents, 
defpife  die  ordinance  of  baptifm,  fome  negled  it  altogether, 
and  fome  have  contradkd  it  into  the  narrow  limits  of  adults. 
But  can  any  make  void  the  mercy  and  grace  of  God  ?  Igno- 
ranty  weak  and  unnatural  parents  cannot.     The  covenant  of 
grace  re{b>  upon  a  firmer  foundation,  than  tlic  feeble  opinions 
of  men.     This  I  purpofe  to  demonilrate  with  the  leave  of 
divine  providence,  in  fome  future  difcourfe,  that  thofe  who 
deny  baptifm  altogether,  and   tliofe  who  deny  it  to  infantSj^ 
are  grofsly  criminal  before  God>  have  departed  from  the  trulh^ 
and  muft  fall  under  the  difpleafure  of  heaven.     It  is  an    infi- 
nite mercy,  that  tho'  they  may  deprive  their  children  of  cove- 
xumt  Ueflxngs  in  the  vifible  church,  and  wickedly  fcreen  tliem- 
felvesfrom  many  gofpel  duties,  yet  I  have  always  confidercd 
the  former  as  more  confident  than  the  latter.     This  is  a  devia- 
tim  which  I  rouft  relinquish,  and  refer  to  future  attention. 

Thirdly,  another  thing  implied  in  fober  mlndednefs  is  cau- 
doD,  circumfpedtion,  and  prudence.     How  arduous  the  ta/k 
to  reduce  youth  to  thefe  virtues  ?    The  word  fober  minded, 
is  fbmetimes  rendered    difcreet  as  in   the  verfe  preceding  our 
text*    This  I  apprehend  would  be  a  leading  ftep  to  true  reli- 
gion, and  perhaps  it  is  a  condituent   of  its   nature.     Nothing 
can  form  us  to  wifdora  and  difcretion  equal  to  religion.  This  is 
one  of  the  higheft  evidences  which  can  be  afforded  of  real  pie- 
ty .Thus  fays  St.  Paul, "  Walk  circumfpeftly,  not  as  fools,  but 
*«as  wife  redeeming  the  time."     The  refelutlon  of  the  Pfalm- 
ift  was,  *•  1  will  behave  myfelf  wifely  in  a  pcife'il  way.'*     To 
this  Solomon  often  exhorts  ;  '<  My  fon,  be  wife,  therefore  get 
'*  wifilom,  get  undcrftaoding  ?*'    Thofe  who  are  voung  and 
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.^Amtteaterinfttpafl  the  tuoaltooos  ocean  of  tbii  -trorU,  'fkt 

'beftadvicecanbegivettyou,  isto  takevifiloni  for  your  coun- 

fellor»  aod  cnie  religion  for  your  inoiuCor.    Theie  will  be  asa 

pillarofcloud  to  fcreen  you  by  day»  and  as  a  pillar  of  light 

i  Co  dircd  your  pachs.throuj^h  ihifr  dark  and  dreary   ^ildernels* 

Fourthly,  humility  is  another  eflential  ingredient  of  a  fober 

:Ynind«     Theret'ore  St.  Peter  exhorts  youth»  ^To  be  doatbed 

'<»  with  humility."     Perhaps  more  young  people  are  ruined 

•by  pride  than  by  any  other  fin.     Let  not  the  beautiful  glory 

ia  his  beauty^  nor  the  ingenious  in  his ,  wit»  **  But  if  any  maa 

'^  will  glory,  let  him  glory  in  the  Lord.*'     Our    Saviout'e 

diredionisj  *<  Learn  ofme^  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  ol 

'«  hoaru*» 

rifKhly,  purity  and  cfaallity  tu-e  inrolred  in  and  muft  Mt 
benegleded  in  the  explanation  of  a- fober  mind.  Remember 
our  apoftle  declares^  **  Fonucation»  vnekaxmefst  asd  lafiei* 
'*  vtoufnefsy  youthful  lufts.''  Abftain  from  erery  appearance 
of  thele  things,  and  ^^  Even  from  the  garment  fpotted  by  the 
^  fleih."  Hear  the  warning  voice  of  Solomon,  **  Come  not 
<«  near  her'faoufe,  whofe  feet  go  down  to  deatb»  and  her  ftepB 
<<  take  hold  on  hell,  lea^V  thou  mourn  at  laft^  when  thy  fleft 
u  suQd  ihy  bod)  are  coufumed.*' 

Sixthly,  fober  mindednefs  implies  (leadintfls  and  compofure 
in  oppofition  to  an  airy,  fickle  and  giddy  temper.  **  My  heart 
«  is  fixed,  faith  the  Pfalmift,  truaing  in  the  Lord/'  Eftablilb 
<*  your  hearts  therefore,  and  be  not  as  Reuben,  unftable  ae 
«•  water,  for  fuch  will  never  excel.**  Halt  not  between  opin- 
ions, but  come  to  a  conclufion,  to  be  for  God  or  the  enemy* 
Chufe  you  this  day  whom  you  will  ferve,  the  Saviour  OT 
Deftroycr  of  your  fouls.    I  muft  not  omit,  to  ob&rve, 

Seventhlyi  that  gravity,  fincerityt  fenoufnefs,  and  an  orderly 
conduit  arc  involved  ia  a  fober  miad.    He  who  is  l^ieus  sa 


tSa  maiiaenf  gran  ta  Hi  ieportmeotf  and  upright  and  fincet«r. 
ia  his  dealings,  is  noronly ^ofoallf  ftiled  a  fober,  bnt  a  good'' 
Bno.    Think  not,  O  yoatUt  I  iroald  {>er(aade  joa  to  afliune  a 
dark  couatenaace*  a  down  caft  look,  and  a. gloomy  phiz,    0(^ 
idl  people  in  the  worid,  thefe  are  the  moft  dangerous  ;  if  thef . 
laife  the  fuUen  brow  •  to  a  finile,  iajury  follows  after.    And  > 
icmember  religion  is  a  fweet,  pleaiant  and  cheerful  thing.    It 
%rtads  pleafive  over  the  face,  and  renders  the  conduA  eafy  and 
aaccflaUe.    In  it  is  the  command  of  hea^iien,  ^  That  we  ferre 
^God  with  joyfhlnefi  and  gladneft  of  hearty  in  the  abundance  • 
**  of  all  tiungs.*^     Fleafare  enters  into  the  efience  of  religiony. 
yet  there  is  a  ^de  difference  between  a-  religious  cheerfulnda. 
and  a  vain  frothineft.  • 

But  harbg  thus  explained  the  nature  of  fobermindednefs,  I 
yioceedt* 

Secondly,  to  by  before  the  younger'  part  of  my  audience,  at 
ft w  of  the  innumerable  motives,  which  xfliould  induce  them 
ta  become  fobermtnded.  •  The   topics,  from  which  fobexmind* 
adnefs  might  be  urged  upon '  you,  are  many  indeed.     But  I 
have  fo  £m'  enlarged  on  the  former  head,  that  brevity  here  is 
expedient.  •  You  will  all,  my  dear  youth,  acknowledge,  that 
yott  are  fianers  and  guilty  before  God.     You  are  all  by  nature. 
children  of  difbbedience  and  children  of  wrath,  and  the  fcnp* 
tores  have  concluded  you  all  under  fin.    An  awful  fentence  of 
deadi  ispaflcd  upon  you.-  Yet  blefled  be  the  moft  high,  there 
it  a 'Way  of -mercy  aad  grace  revealed  in  the  Gofp^J,  whereby 
joutnay  be  recovered  from  the  ruin  of  your  fall,  reAored  to 
die  favour  of  God,  and  made  everlaftingly  happv.  You  are 
dierefbre  called  upon  to  repent  and  believe  :he  gofpel.     Hear- 
ken to  the  voice  of  divine  perfuafion  and  tend'-r  compafli.n. 
Turn  unto  the  Lord  with  all  your  heart,  and  become   fuher 
minded.     In  this  way  you  will  be  conjfortable  in  life,  hnve 
lope  ia  dsatb^  and  be  happy  forever.    You  arc  here  in  this 
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jfk  in  a  (late  of  probation,  and  if  yon  Cincertly  engage  in  re& 
giony  heaven  will  be  yonr  portion  ;  but  if  you  continue  in  iin« 
impenitent  and  unconverted^  after  taking  a  few  turns  cf  levity 
on  this  mortal  ftage,  then  you  muft  fink  down  into  the  regions 
cf  interminable  defpair.  The  longer  you  perfevere  in  coarfe» 
of  folly  and  iniquity,  the  more  difRcult  it  will  be  to  relinquiih . 
them.  Be  intreated  now  in  this  yonr  day,  iblemnly  to  attend 
to  the  things  of  your  peace.  God  is  calling  upon  youi— min- 
iftcrs  are  calling  upon  you — the  Holy  Ghoft  is  now  moving 
upon  the  hearts  of  many.  Refill  not  his  motions,  led  God 
ftouldfwcar  in  his  wrath,  my  fpirit  fball  no  more  drive  witli 
you,  neither  fliall  you  enter  into  n:y  reft.  Recollc<fl  for  a  mo- 
ment, what  Chriil  Jefus  has  done  to  accompli (h  your  falvation. 
Did  he  not  defcend  from  the  glories  of  heaven — lorfake  the  ad- 
oration of  angelic  hofts — come  down  into  this  wretched  world 
—-veil  his  divinity  in  humanity,  and  (liruud  all  his  inBnite  ex- 
cellencies in  the  humiliating  form  of  a  fervant  ?  Did  he  not 
continually  go  about  doing  good — ^teaching  guilty  man  the 
Tvay  of  life — taking  little  ones  into  his  ai  ms — laying  his  hands 
Ijpon  them^ — blefling  diem  and  declaring,  that  of  fuch  is  llie 
kingdom  of  God  ?  Remember  his  poverty,  cruel  mockings  and 
excruciating  fuflFerings.  Contemplate  him  in  the  garden  of  Ge- 
thefemene,  agonizing  under  the  awful  weight  of  your  iniquities^' 
the  prefTure  of  which  was  fuch,  that  caufcd  his  blood  to  forfake 
its  ufual  channels  and  fall  in  clotted  drops  to  the  ground. 
Sehold  him  betrayed  by  one  of  liis  defciples,  in  the  bafell  and 
mod  deceitful  treachery,  with  the  tender  and  warmell  fignal 
of  friendfliip.  Follow  him  to  tlie  pretorium  and  to  the  high 
priefts  hall  ;  fee  him  arraigned  before  Pilate's  unequal  bar ; 
barbaroufly  accufed,  and  unjuftly  and  inhumanly  condemned 
—view  him  ftrippcd  of  his  owti  raiment,  dreffcd'in  the 
mock  robes  of  royalty,  inftead  of  a  fceptre,  a  reed  is  put  into  his 
band,  and  inftead  of  a  golden,  a  thorny  crown  is  fixed  on  his 
head,  and  here  he  is  moli  contemptuoufly  ridiculed  in  aU  his 
o£Sces,  he  is  fmitteni  tantali&dy  and  when  malice  liad  exhauf- 
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ie<"sH  its  ftotvsi  as  the  hft  and  lowed  emtlon  ef  metamdkp 

be  is  fpit  upon.  Bdiold  him  dragged  from  this  honor  of 
contempt,  hurried  out  of  the  city,  away  to  Golgotha*  there 
nailed  to  the  crofs,  the  delicate  and  nervous  parts  of  the  body^ 
the  hands  and  feet  pierced  through  hj  the  rugged  fteel,  fu£> 
pendcd  in  this  tremendous  plight  between  heaven  and  earth, 
foriaken  by  his  God,  and  all  hell  let  loofe  upon  him.  He  is 
here  dill  fcornfully  mocked,  his  iide  pierced  with  a  fpear. 
While  the  fun  is  hiding  his  face  from  the  fcene^  all  nature  in 
convulHon  under  the  foot  of  the  crofs,  he  is  praying  for  his 
murderers,  expiring  and  (bedding  his  blood  for  the  atonement 
•f  their  fins. 

All  this,  and  infinitely  more  than  can  be  defcribed,  did  the 
fon  of  God,  my  dear  young  friends,  undergo  and  fuffer  for 
you.  Are  you  able  now  to  withlland  this  mighty  colledion 
of  motives,  dill  proceed  on  in  fin,  in  impenitence,  and  unbelief; 
defpife  like  the  barbarous  Jews,  the  blood  of  falvation  ;  tram- 
ple It  uiukr  foot,  and  make  the  defperate  plunge  into  damna- 
tion ?  Stop,  my  children,  halt,  paufe,  confider  for  a  moment. 
Heaven  is  clofing,  hcU  is  opening  before  you ;  be  entreated 
and  bcfought  by  all  the  blood  of  God,  fhed  on  Calvary's  hill, 
that  you  lay  your  ways  to  heart,  ceafe  from  evil  and  imm^i« 
ately  become  fober  minded.  Others  are  bathing  in  this  blood 
and  drinking  in  the  ftreams  of  life  eternal,  and  why  fhould  not 
you  ?  This  is  the. laft  particular  addrefs,  you  will  ever  proba^ 
bly  he:ir  from  my  aged  lips.  And  I  (hall  clofe  it  all  in  the 
words  of  Abraliam's  fcrvant  to  the  houfc  of  Laban  ;  "  If 
«  you  will  deal  kindly  and  truly  with  my  matter  tell  mc,  if 
"  not,  tell  me,  that  I  may  turn  to  the  right  hand,  or  to  the 
«*  left."  O  I  ctuldreui  turn  unto  the  Lordi  and  become  fober- 
minded. 
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t  Cor.  X.  %t-    maitr thtr^orejt eat  tr  dritiit  «!•  v>hjlfieva<r 

p  ihi*  MU  the  glory  tfGod* 

THESE  words  contaun  a  g^eral  refolation  of  aD  cafes  oT 
confctence  and  dtSciilties  that  had  arifen  in  the  Corinthian 
Church  refpeding  the  tatingf  of  meats,  which  had  been  oflFered 
to  idols.    It  was  the  common  pradtice  of  the  heathen^  firft  t#- 
o£Eer  meat  in  their  pagan  worfhip  on  the  alters  of  their  gods^ 
aadafterwardsfellit  in  the  public  markets.    As  this  was  aa 
nfual  praAice  in  the  city  of  Corinth,  it  created  no  fmall  per* 
plezity  among  the  chriOians.    Wherefore  the  Apoftle  enterr 
fuUjT  into  thisfubjed,  and  ftates  the  duty  of  every  dafs  of  chrif« 
dans,  the  weak  and  the  ftrong,  thofe  who  thought  they  might 
cat  thefe  meats,  and  thofe  who  were  of  a  different  opinion^ 
And  here  he  furas  up  the  whole  matter  in  this  general  maxim 
or  rale  in  our  text.    This  was  defigned  not  merely  for  the 
dire^on  of  this  church  in  a  particular  inftance,  but  for  the 
government  of  all  chriftiana  throughout  all  generations  in  the 
general  and  habitual  coodudl  of  their  lives.    A  principle 
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•«f  fii^reme  refpeft  to  the  glory  of  Ood  nuft  reigii  h  the  hesirv 
rmud  prefide  over  the  whole  tenor  of  their  praAict.  The  mere 
.burfainet'h  of  an  adion  is  not  always  to  be  confideredi  hot  tfa» 
expediency  of  itlikewife  maft  be  taken  into  riew.  There  are 
feme  things  which  are  duty  without  hefiUtion,  but  there  art 
snuny  things  in  which  time>  place»  and  a  variety  ofcircBinftan* 
ces  mu(l  be  attended  to,  in  order  to  our  detennining»  whether 
the  performance  of  them  be  for  the  honor  of  God* 

This  rule  is  laid  down  by  St.  Paul  as  the  fiaondard  of  all 
•our  afHons*  The  lowed  and  mod  common*  as  wdl  as  the 
highed  and  mod  important.  There  are  no  branches  of  coidnft 
exempted  irom  this  authority.  A  negledl  of  or  a  difreiped  t» 
this  rule»  is  as  real  rebellion  againft  the  principles  of  reafbii\| 
as  thofe  of  revelation. 

TUs  maxim  plainly  fuppofest  that  the  glory  of  Godt  ought 
to  be  fo  much  the  ground  of  human  a^ons,  that  none  can  be 
morally  good  or  virtuous,  which  originate  not  from  this  fource. 
IVhete  the  heart  is  deditute  of  this  principle  and  not  governed 
by  it»  all  mud  be  wrong*  vicious,  and  finful.  The  chief  end  ef 
man  ti  to  glorify  God»  and  the  infallable  comeAkm  is  the  t&t 
jqyment  of  him  forever* 

The  dodrine  in  our  ten  is  evidently  this,  that  all  our  aOIons 
ought  to  be  done  to  the  glory  of  God««*This  does  not  fuppofii 
we  are  always  to  have  this  objeA  in  ^w,  or  immedbitely 
•contemplate  it  previous  to  the  performance  of  every  aAion. 
This  would  be  an  impoffible  fuppofition.  We  know  not  that 
angels  or  the  fpiriu  of  jud  men  made  perfeft,  or  that  even  the 
man  Chrid  Jefus,  called  upon  this  principle  to  lead  him  in  tlte 
performance  of  ewry  atton*  It  is  enough  for  us  finful  and  very 
imperfed  creatures  to  know,  that  the  glory  of  God,  ought  to 
ht  our  habitual  and  prevalent  end,  though  not  continually  ex*' 
crcifed  and  breught  into  view.  If  this  be  the  habit  of  the  flmk 
^  iramc  of  the  bearti  and  maintain  a  prevalency  in  the  coo- 
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«ufiuian»  it  furely  cofit]C&  the  fouL  with  fiJvmtioD>  nctiintli* 
ftanding  all  the  deviatioDit  relaxations,  departures,  negligen- 
defy  and  the  wliole  train  of  infirmities  which  are  our  conftant 
attendants. 

When  it  is  here  affirmed  ilmt  whatfoeTcr  we  do  ought  to 
have  a  refped  to  the  glory  of  God*  the  meaning  does  not  ex- 
elude  a  proper  and  rational  regard  to  ourfelves«  We  ought 
to  love  ourfelvesy  for  this  is  the  conftituted  flandard  of  love  to 
our  neighbor.  We  affirm  without  heiitation  that  perfons 
ought  to  regard  themfclves,  their  own  intereft,  and  the  happi- 
Siefs  of  their  families  and  near  and  dear  conne^onsj  only  let 
reafon  and  religion  fix  every  thing  in  iu  proper  place  and 
Arder. 

This  apodolic  maxim  does  not  mean  to  exclude,  a  juft  reC 
peA  to  the  futiu^e  recompence  of  reward.  If  we  regard  the 
glory  of  God  and  our  own  future  exi(lence>  all  thefe  things  are 
admitted  to  their  proper  fituation,  both  by  reafon  and  reveliT 
lion.  The  great  features  of  beauty  confift  in  light  and  (bade> 
aad  exhibited  in  proper  time  and  place*  That  perfons  owa 
inteied  (hould  influence  them  in  matters  natural,  civil,  moral 
and  religious,  cannot  be  denied  by  any  perfon  in  tlie  exercift 
of  reafon,  who  believes  in  divine  revelation.  The  pafljons  of 
hope  and  ficar  are  continually  brought  before  us  to  influence 
oar  aiflions,.  both  in  the  natural  and  Chnflian  fyflem.  The 
great  queftioo  is,  whether  (df  interefl,  or  the  love  of  God» 
ought  to  hold  the  fupreme  influence  in  our  condu<ft.  Nature* 
even  corrupted  nature,  admitting  a  glimpfe  of  the  light  of 
reafon  over  the  darkncfs,  points  the  latter  to  be  the  direftorial 
feat.  Were  this  order  to  be  xevcrfed,  and  the  reins  furrcnder. 
ed  to  fclfintereft,  feparate  and  independant,  this  would  be 
giving  ihe  chariot  of  the  fun,  of  all  reditude  and  propriety,  tO 
the  filly,  (Toud  and  ambitious  boy  Phaeton,  and  throwing  the 
whole  woxld  into  a  blaze.  If  the  leading  refpe^,  and  the  fitft 
principle:*  of  duty,  are  perverted  from  God,  notliing  but  confu- 
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fibOt  dUbrder  and  unhappinefs  can  follow*  Tf  any  circmnnaii* 
ces  could  alter  this  fupreme  right,  it  might  be  altogether  abo« 
liflied  ;  a  right  \9hich  may  be  impaired,  may  alfo  be  extinguiflk 
ed  ;  and  this  would  reduce  heaven  to  earth ;  and  in  this  fitua* 
don  all  would  be  hell. 

The  Ue^d  pnnciple  in  onr  text  places  all  things  in  the&r 
proper  order,  God  as  fupreme,  and  all  intelligent  creatures  in 
their  refpe^ive  ftations,  commanding  and  diffufirg  happinefs 
to  the  ntmoft  extenfion  of  creation.  The  anions  <{  comnion* 
civil,  and  religions  life,  muft  all  originate  from  this  principle. 
Thefe  gire  life  its  vahxe  in  a  fpiritual  and  moial  view,  and 
ndfe  the  meaniwft  adlions,  even  a  cup  of  cold  water,  to  an  eter- 
oal  reward.  If  any  inferior  principle  leads  our  crndudl,  and  ha- 
bitually direds  our  anions,  whether  felf  iniered,  felf-lovc,  or 
vhatever  elfc,  our  anions  however  fplendJd  and  fiiow  y  before 
the  world*  there  is  no  Tirtne  and  goodnefs  in  them  before  God. 
They  are  mere  tinfel  and  appearance,  and  have  no  reality  ia 
•Aem. 

There  are  three  things  which  form  a6lions  for  the  glory  o£ 
God.  Firft,  they  muft  be  lawful ;  fecondly,  expedient  and 
froper  in  time  and  place ;  thirdly,  they  mud  be  impregnated 
with  a  fupreme  refpe€l  to  the  honor  of  God  in  their  pcrfbr- 
ttonce.  If  anions  be  unlawful  no  goodnefs  of  intention  caa 
wtsaiu  them  virtuous  ^  If  the  motives  be  fmifter,  no  pcrfcaioa 
tf  external  materiality,  can  give  them  value ;  all  mud  be  tine* 
tiired  with  an  habitual  and  predominant  refpecl  to  God,  or  be 
an  abomination  in  the  divine  fight. 

Thefe  things  being  obferved  in  illuftration  of  the  principle 
in  the  text,  I  proceed  to  oflfer  fome  things  fartlier  in  confii*^ 
snation  aad  eftablilhroent  of  its  truth. 

lufti  this  doarine  is  confirmed  by  all  thofe  paCagcs  of 
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IcriptorCf  \7h1ch  declare  that  chriftiaas  oog^t  not  to  live  V^ 
themfirWes.  Their  own  individual  interefi  and  perfonal  ad- 
vantage, ought  not  to  be  their  chief  end  in  life,  and  the  ulu» 
Biate  view  in  their  anions.  An  aphorifm  of  the  gofpel  ist 
*<  that  believers  fhould  not  live  to  themfelves.  None  of  u% 
**  faith  St.  Paul,  liveth  tohimfelf,  and  no  man  dieth  to  himfelf  ; 
**  for  whether  we  live»  we  live  unto  the  Lord ;  and  whetfaeV 
^  we  die*  we  die  unto  the  Lord  ;  whether  we  live  therefore  or 
«  die,  we  are  the  Lord's."  All  know  that  to  live  loourfelvest 
is  to  adt  under  the  influence  of  a, principle  to  pleafe  and  ibrve 
ourfelves,  or  our  own  corrupt  propenfities  and  inclination^ 
to  promote  our  own  feparate  btereft  and  happinefs,  aiide  from 
the  honor  of  God«  Whether  our  own  individual  happineft 
'be  prefent  or  future,  in  ezclufion  of  a  fupreme  refped  to  Godp 
the  iflue  will  he  the  fame.  If  we  are  not  to  live,  and  eat  and 
xlrink  for  ourfelves,  it  muft  be  for  the  glory  of  God.  No  other 
idea  can  enter  into  the  heart  of  man,  of  living  to  God*  bat 
Jiving  with  a  view  to  glorify  i  bin. 

Secondly,  the  do&ine  of  the  text  is  illuftrated  and  efiah. 
liflied  by  all  thofe  fcriptures  which  ftate  it  the  duty  of  man  to 
intend  the  glory  of  God  as  the  higheft  end  of  all  his  a^oni. 
**  If  any  man  fpeak,  let  him  fpeak  as  the  oracles  of  God  ;  if 
**  any  man  miniiUr,  let  him  do  it  as  of  the  ability  which  Ood 
««  giveth,  that  God  in  all  things  may  be  glorified,  thro*  }tCu$ 
**  Chrift,  to  whom  be  praife  and  dominion  forever  and  ever/' 
This  (hows  us  that  the  ultimate  end  of  all  our  adions,  ought 
to  be  the  great  Supreme* 

Another  thing  of  equal  import  is  aflerted  >^ich  regard  t* 
ChrifUans ;  ^  Ye  are  not  your  own,  for  ye  are  bought  with  a 
^  price,  therefore  glorify  God  in  your  body  and  in  your  fpirit, 
*^  which  are  God's."  Remark  here,  chrillians  are  not  their 
own,  but  God's,  his  right  and  property,  not  merely  by  creation 
but  by  redemption  and  iandification.    The  inference  isf  we 
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not  our  own;  no  member  or  faculty  is  to  be  dSTpofeif  of' 
according  to  our  carnal  pleafure,  but  all  we  have  and  aref 
aauft  be  confecrated  to  CM.    They  are  his  under  every  view* 
sod  ought  to  be  devoted  to  his  glory  in  sdl  refpeAs. 

-  Thirdly,  this  do^rine  is  evinced  from  all  thofe  fcripturev 
which  (how  that  God  ought  to  be  loved  above  all  creatures. 
The  true  reafon  of  love  is  the  excellency  and  amiablenefs  of 
ftny  objed  f  and  it  ought  to  be  ever  proportioned  to  the  mea* 
fure  of  worthinefs.  Agreeable  to  this  idea>  the  fcriptures  teach 
«s  to  love  God  with  all  our  hearts,  and  our  neighbor  as  our- 
lUves.  We  are  to  love  God  to  the  titmoft  of  our  capacity, 
becaufe  he  is  infinitely  amiable  ;  but  this  is  not  due  to  ourfelves 
sor  to  any  other  creature.  To  love  ourfelves  more  than  Godr 
is  the  Iburce  of  all  evil ;  but  to  love  God  fupremely  is  the 
foundation  of  all  virtue  and  goodnefs«  lo  this  coniiAs  not 
only  religion  but  happinefs.  All  real  happinefs  is  acquired 
in  fubferviency  to  the  k>ve»  glory  and  majefty  of  God.  It 
would  be  eafy  to  ihew  in  a  demonftrativc  manner,  how  the 
denial  of  fopreme  love  to  God  tends  to  the  ruin  of  the  divine 
charaAer,  and  the  fubverfion  of  his  throne.  For  God  to  re- 
linquifli  this  requifition^  would  be  to  relinquifli  his  honor  and 
Ae  glory  of  his  nanie» 

Fonrthly,  this  doArihe  h  manifefted  from  the  example  ef 
Jefus  Cbrtft  as  Mediator.  It  was  his  meat  and  drinic  to  do 
the  will  of  his  heavenly  Father*  He  glorified  him  upon  earth. 
The  condud  of  all  the  glorified  faints  in  heaven,  the  teftimony 
of  all  true  faints  in  this  world,  yea,  the  holy  angels,  cherubim 
and  (eraphim,  unite  in  the  affirmation  of  this  dodlrine.  Thus 
^aks  St.  John,  ^  Every  creature  which  is  in  heaven  and  on 
^  the  earth,  and  under  the  earth,  and  fuch  as  are  in  the  fea* 
^  and  all  that  are  in  them>  heard  I  faying,  bleffing  and  honoF 
^  and  glory  and  power  be  unto  him  that  fitteth  upon  the  throne^ 
•»  and  nntatbe  lamb  forever  and  ever/* 


~      VMM      ^ 

'■"T  :  :-ii->  TT^c-:d,  but  the  infiBrcircc  from,  and 
;  .  .  -^  r   .  -:'.:.  :s  -r  ue  jjrtjatsil  importance. 

.>;.*.•*  rrosj  r'lis  fui-jrcr,  ±ac  thtjfe  actions  in  whzck 
-      ...... ^  ... ,  ...^  j/  -2^.  hsiirt  ij  ur.Iv  to  ouncirej,  our 

^*.         •-.  i  l::x:  -.  u  •:  :vt  MrrT.ffiV,  cin  have  do  true  virtue  or 

ct         .  :v-     \  ..-.  r:  .ircr.f  a  fibcrd'nare  rr:oeA  tc 

oh^.  i    -    -:  -^  -^'r^  ":  rr  *.^r-._^-r.   =  "■.  ■.1ir»?r:i'*G  of  the 

*c  -      :-.         :     ^-.i !  :^7  *  n-  love  to 

<^\  .  .     :  ..:•.?•-:  2  I.:  r\  j.-s-Ij.  n  of  the 

.-."...  -•^iiL-m-..-:-     y^c;  sr  ri,  where  a 
<»    «.        J  ^  ..    •..-   •  'c    .:,  .:.iS;L:.  i£.i  ^rveining 

"...  n  r.»  ^::^j  .::  v.rr,  ar^a  they 

■    -  .:.!  .■^'  :*""•.  .-b:::  tiid  of 

.  .    ^    uv.M>  :-.'•  i'i^m  refpeft 

•  -   -  i-c.."^  .-?    ..I'-.i  '.-o  virtue. 

■  -  /  .     >  :>.:  .-.."v.-ni-al 
«.    .     ::  ::  ••  ^,  are 


to  «■ 


•    1  •     /*  ■ 

.   »       ■..'•"■■.  •'■-•!   ^'.n■/T-. 

,..    'o- '.*■  ir^'  Jj  .  .  ens  IS 

*'..•  ■.'.•i:>'i  •>.  there  :5 

.    ■.  .       !.•*•,.     ...Jtf        lill     V   5^'     Vt 

'     ..    '«  :-r  :>k::s  ciP.  be  i.cihirg 
.  ■»    -      ,.1  ■■'.<-*  jin' *  ii*  I'.ttcr,  cr 

s      .,   .    *      ■!  ;    V  ;i^  ij^?   fo   vi'iked,  I 

I    ,1     '.  ,^     oi    •..-...  ''».4-  !   t.M  :0 'i.-tn.'us  a  trar.i,:icfib;, 

^v4.tu.  ..i    V   r^rciiJiJ '•-•i^'f.'-'     Ar J  t^U?  :rc7  ■£:-:: 


conftnQolly  worrying  to  make  themfelres  bettert  tnd  fitthefl»- 
felves  for  the  reception  of  Chrilt.  Bat  be  aiTured,  O  finnersy 
you  will  never  be  better  by  all  your  mailings,  tears  and  cries,  dU 
you  go  to  JeJ'us  poor  and  mifcrable,  wretched  and  naked  "ti* 
you  are,  until  you  become  wafhed  and  cleanfed  by  his  blood. 
Wait  n«t  for  dclufive  irapoffibilities  ;  (land  ncft  in  the  vain  «•  ' 
pe^lation  of  making  yourfclves  better  by  your  fadings*  prayers 
and  mortidcationsy  but  ind^ntly  in  all  your  corruptions  lay 
hold  on  an  offered  faviour  ;  flee  from  Sodom  to  Zoar— tarry 
not  on  the  fulphurious  plain-— efcape  to  the  mountain — look 
not  behind  you.  Chrid  never  fays,  make  yourfclves  better 
and  then  come ;  but  his  language  uniformly  is,  «  Come  unto 
««  me  and  I  will  give  you  reft.  Ho,  every  one  that  thirfteth, 
<«  conic  ye  to  the  waters  ;  and  he  that  hath  no  money,  come 
♦<  yc,  buy  and  eat;  yea,  come,  buy  wine  and  milk  without  mo. 
**  ney  ;ind  without  price." 

Thirdly,  \vc  lu-re  learn  that  all  acceptable  duties  in  their 
▼sry  nature,  involve  in  them  true  refpc:<5t  and  a  fmcerc  love  to 
God.  Mike  the  tree  good  and  the  fruit  will  be  good.  Our 
prayers,  in  our  ayipcarance,  pofturc  and  words,  fuppofe  a  ref- 
pcc:  to  God.  You  would  think  it  (Irange  to  fee  a  pcrfon  ict 
about  to  pray,  and  worfhip  tlie  God  of  Ifrael,  and  at  the  fame 
time  dec)  ue  he  diJ  net  inrcnd  to  (how  him  any  rcfpe6l, 
nrhniv  rcvererice.  8i!ch  a  declaration- would  even  fliock  the 
depravity  of  man.  Hence  all  prayers,  public  homage  and 
relii!;i->us  performances,  proceed  upon  the  fuppofition  of  a  rcf- 
pefl  and  love  to  God.  And  where  this  is  not  their  foundation 
they  cannot  ni^et  wiili  acceptance.  **  Wliatfoever  therefore  ye 
**  do,  whether  ye  cat  or  diink,  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God.'* 

•*  Fourthly,  it  appears  from  this  dofhioe,  that  as  there  is  no 
▼mue  in  the  doings  of  the  wicked  and  impenitent,  there  can 
be  no  promii«s  of  grace  and  falvation  made  to  pcrformanoes 
oxiginaiing  from  an  heart  full  of  enmity  and  infinccrity.    The 
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fvrj  foppoifitioDof ipectal  grace,  and  faving  fiivoYirs,c(moe)f(ccl 
vnxh  fttch  exercifesy  implies  not  only  an  abfurdity,  but  fome- 
tfaing  very  unfavourable  to  the  divine  charader.^  It  feems  to 
imply  that  God  has  no  regard  to  fincerity  aad  resd  goodnefs, 
saore  than  to  finful  and  wicked  defires ;  that  he  is  as  well  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  (how  of  piety  as  its  reality  ;  yea,  that  he  ftand»^ 
at  ready  to  reward  the  former  with  grace  and  faLvation  as  the 
latter*  Can  it  be  credible  to  any  perfon  who  has  even  tolcra- 
Ue  ipeculative  notions  of  the  divine  perfcftions,  of  the  evil  of 
fia  or  the  deiperate  wickednefs  of  the  human  heart?  Would 
not  fuch  promiies  demolifh  the  diftindion  between  virtue  and 
vicei between  right  and  wrong?  Can  God  approve  of  fm  a» 
well  as  holinefs,  and  fet  as  high  a  value  upon  inin>ical  paflionSy- 
as  friendly  affeAions.  Hence  let  this  gofpel  truth  be  held  up* 
flrongly  to  the  view  of  faints  and  fmners  $  the  former  have  an 
experimental  knowledge  of  it  while  the  latter  doubt.  **  It  is 
<<  not  of  him  that  willeth,  nor  of  him  that  nmneth,  but  of  God 
••who  (beweth  mercy.** 

Fifthly,  we  are  from  this  do^rine  inftrudled  in  the  beft  of 
all  fciences,  the  nature  of  true  religion.  It  confifls  in  a  genu- 
ine refpeA  to  the  intereft  and  glory  of  God.  This  is  the  foul 
and  fpint  of  all  piety.  In  the  abfence  of  this,  all  appearances 
of  religion  are  like  the  deaf  fhell,  fair  outwardly  but  emptineft 
within.  Without  charity  or  divine  love  all  is  nothing.  For 
God*s  fake,  for  the  fake  of  our  immortal  fouls,  let  us  not  de* 
ceive  ourfelves— the  judge  is  at  the  door,  and  our  deftiny  will 
bie  inftantly  decided.  God  will  not  be  mocked,  and  impofitioa 
cannot  enter  into  his  prefence,  therefore  wander  no  longer  in 
the  fafcinating  wilds  of  deception.  He  will  never  accept  {ecia* 
ing  virtue  for  real.  He  is  a  jealous  God  and  his  name  is  jea* 
lous,and  he  will  fuffer  none  to  be  preferred  before  him.  If 
we  prefer  ourfelves  or  any  other  creature,  he  will  furely  right 
himfelf  upon  us  in  due  time;  he  will  tnanifeft  that  his  glory 
ihall  not  be  given  to  another.    Confider  this,  all  ye  that  forget 
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96o4  left  he  t«u  jrott  to  pccec  and  tberate  iMoe  t»  delinr. 

Sizchlfyperfons  may  here  learn  in  a  general  meafure  to  efli«  . 
mate  the  degree  of  piety  and  religion  there  is  in  their  habituii 
courfe  of  life.  Thefe  are  exa<Sly  as  the  degrees  of  refpe^  thcgr 
bear  to  the  glory  of  God.  The  more  regard  there  is  in  oor 
condud  to  the  honor  of  the  MoH  High,  there  is  the  more  reli- 
gion. If  there  be  little  love  to  God,  there  is  litt}e  religion  ia 
llie  fouU  however  numeronsi  pompons  and  ezpenfive  the  exter* 
nal  exhibitions  of  it  may  be.  By  this  rule  of  eftimation»  alait 
how  little  religion  is  even  in  the  beft  $  and  in  what  multitude^ 
none  at  all  ?  They  eat  and  drink,  and  live  entirely  for  them- 
tfelvcs,  as  if  they  were  tndependantly  their  own»  and  none  was 
Lord  over  them.  Let  us,  therefore,  my  hearers,  look  into  die 
leading  views  and  motives  of  our  lives.  Some  perhaps  may 
obtain  t3ie  greateft  blefling  which  at  prefent  can  be  beftowedy 
to  wit,  a  fell  conviAion  that  we  have  no  religion,  that  we  are 
dead  in  trefpafles  and  fins.  And  others,  in  whom  there  is 
ibme  good  thing  towards  the  Lord,  nuy  be  humbled  for  their 
declenfions,  said  aroufed  from  their  flumbers,  to  a  clofer  walk 
with  God.  How  many  have  reafon  to  lament  the  lofs  of  their 
-l^rft  love.  **  Wherefore  let  us  remember  from  whence  we  havo 
***  fallen,  and  do  our  fir  ft  woiks,  left  Jefas  Chrift  fhould  come 
"^  quickly,  and  remove  his  candleflick  out  of  his  place."  Sleep 
4iot  as  do  others,  but  watch  and  be  fober.  See  that  you  live 
not  to  yourfelves,  but  to  the  Lord  who  hath  redeemed  you. 

Thofe  who  know  in  their  own  confciences  that  you  are  de& 

^tute  of  all  love  and  refped  to  the  glory  of  God,  furely  it  is  high 

lime  for  you  to  confider  your  ways,  if  you  have  been  all  your 

days  enemies  to  God  and  negle^ers  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift» 

BOW  after  fo  long  a  time,  **  Hear  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  and 
^repent  left   you   all  likewife    perilh    ;  repent  and    believe 

^  the  gofpel  ;   repent   and   be    converted  that    your    fins 

may  be  blotted  out/'     Confider  if  you  give  not  glory  to 

Godf   bis  jealottfy  and  vengeance  will  finoke  againft  yoa 


.«»odxtridaf  I  hoc  IP'  you  ram   uifto  him  %iith  jaat  ^ti^ 

'  bearts,  your  fouls  fhall  live.     "  Turn  ye,  turn  ye,  for  why  will 

you  die."     Let  our  text  be  engraven  on  the  palms  of  your 

hands,  that  it  may  be  continually  before  you.     **  Whethert 

^therefore,  ye  eat  or  drink,  or  whatfoever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the 

^  glory  of  God.*' 
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^elf-txtminatim  4  Mcefa^  tothd 

Holy  Ornimurmn^ 


WS  fliall  not  tt<h7  attend  niefely  to  the  words  of  otir  text^ 
IM  with  them  take  a  brief  view  of  the  inftitotion  of  the  Lord's 
fiipper  !o  genet  aL  From  the  ftventeenth  to  the  twenty- third 
^ttxtt  of  this  chapter,  die  blefled  Apoftle  had  been  Ibarplj 
teproving  thefe  Corinthian  chriftians  for  their  irreguIaritieSf 
mdecencies,  and  wicked  condu^  at  the  facred  table.  Their 
abominable  practice  was  fuch,  as  not  only  brought  reproach 
upon  chriftianity,  and  difgrace  upon  themfelves,  bttt  fubverted 
the  very  defign  of  this  divine  inftitution.  They  waited  not 
One  for  another,  they  fat  not  down  together  wit^  an  holy 
reverence,  like  Chrift  and  his  difciples,  but  they  ruflied  to 
the  plac^  where  the  ordinance  was  to  be  oelebrated»  in  a 
ftrange*  diforderly  manner.  Surely  they  could  have  very 
little  mppearanec  oft  religious  affembly,  when  every  one  as 

S 
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liecamc,toofc,cataiid  drank  to  ciccfc    ••When  ye  com 

*•  together  therefore    into  one  place,  this  is  not  to  eat  the 
u  Lord's  fnpper ;  for  in  eaung  every^-^^^^^^ 
"thcrhis.owtv^jlms   igft  djc -^wfal -n^fcarriagcs  of  this 
church  upon  record,  not  for  our  imitation,  but  for  our  war* 
ning  and  caution.    This  is  the  reafon   Sc.  Paul  adminifterf 
fuch  fevere  rebukes.     **  What,  have  yoo  not  houfes  to  eat  and 
«' drink  in  ?  or  dcTinfe  ye  the  church  of  God  i  What  (halll  iaj 
^  to  you  ?  iball   I  praife  you   in  this  ?  I    praifc  you  not.** 
Hence  he  declares  to  them,  that  for  this  caufe,  the  judgments 
of  Heaven  had  fallen  upon  them.     ^  For  this  caufe,  many 
«<  are  weak  and  iickly  among  you,  and  many  deep.''    Thus 
they  came  together,  "not  for  the  better,  but  for  the  worfe.** 
The  ordinance  as  managed  by  them,  was  fo  far  from  being 
honored,  or  improved  for  their  edification  and  fpiritual  bene* 
fit,  that  it  was  difgraced  and  they  themfelves  fnffered  the  grea* 
tell  injury,  and  were  expofed  to  the  juft  condemnation  of  God, 
^Fh\s  (hows  us  that  duties  not  peffofmed  in  a  manner  agreed* 
ble  to  the  will  of  Heaven,  are  not  confideied  as  duties  at  all^ 
neither  can  they   meet  with   the  divine  approbation.     The 
Apollle  dcclaies  that  tliefe  p^ple,  whatever  they  -might-pro- 
^  fefs  did  not  eat  the  Lord's  fupper."      Many  a  prayer  has 
heen  (aid,  when  the  perfons  did  not  pray  ;  many  a  facrament 
received,  and  yet  not  duly  celebrated.      God  requires  not 
merely  a  refp€<ll  to  the  matter,  but  likewife  to  tlie  manner  of 
performing  duty  in  order  to  hi  s  acceptance*     A  Ancere  heart 
and  well  informed  mind  will  be  attentive  to,  and  very  careful 
«n  this  head. 

The  apoftle  after  teftifying  againft  the  dreadful  mifconduA 
of  thefe  Chriftians,  refers  them  to  the  original  inflilution  of 
it  by  Chrid.  He  acquaints  them  with  the  nature  of  the  ordi. 
nance  in  all  its  parts.  He  flates  b<:fbre  them  the  autlior  of  it^ 
the  time  \ihen  it  was  inllitutcdf  the  prayers  to  accompany  it» 
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tfie  ficramenta!)  fyitibols  and  aiftions,  the  temper  of  the  heait>  • 

"the  views  of  the  mind,  and  every  thing  appertaining  to  the 

right  and  worthy  celebration  of  tiie  fame.     Next  he  proceeds 

to  reprefent  to  th'eni  th^  fin'and  danger  of  an  unbecoming  and 

■  difllonorable  parti(!spation  of  it.     This  he  does  in  the  preceding 

and  fubfeqnent  verfes  to'our  text.     In  the  one  he  fays,  "  Who- 

**  foever  (hkU  eat  the  bread  of  the  Lord  unworthily,  fhall  be 

^  guilty  of  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord."'    And  in  the 

"Other,  **  He  thar  eatethr  and  drinketh  unworthily^  eateth  and 

Mdrinketh  damnation  to  himfelf';  not  difcerning  the  Lord's 

•»  body.*'    A  very  conciie  explication  of  thefe  words  is  all  we 

can  attend  to  at  prefent.    The  principal  things  contained  hcr9> 

in  arc,  whatsis  meant  by  iht  term^  wnvortirfyr  and  tparthify  ; 

what  to  6e  gmUy  •  of  the  blood  of  the  Lord  ?  what  is  that  damnd'- 

|bxr»  that  unworthy  partakers  eat  and  drink  to  themfelves  ? 

Rrft,  in  regard  to  the  word  unworthily.  ATI  are  unworthy 
m  a  certain  fenfe.  All  are  unworthy  of  the  favour  and  the 
grace  of  God;  unworthy  of  the  lead  of  all^his  mercies. 
There  is  no  merit  in  any  fmner/fan^ified  ot  unfanAified.  Th^ 
•riginat-fignifies  an  wmuetnepy  unfitnefs^  unfultahknefs^  unprepOi- 
ndmfu'  Taeat  and-  drinkr unworthily  is  to  attend  upon  the 
trdinance  in  an  unprepared  and'Unfuitable  manxier;  in  fucha 
temper  and  under  the  infiluence*of  fucb  habits  and'pradices  as 
are  altogether  unbecoming  the  n^ture^  ufe^  and  end  of  the  in- 
ftittttion«  Both  coming  unfitly,  and  flaying  away,  are  heinous 
and  condemning  fins  ;  but  the  Apoftle  feems  to  intimate  that 
the  former  is  the  moft  bafe  and  aggravated^ 

^Sht  ynotd  nmrthf  RgtA&H  zn  attendance  upon  this  fa'crai 
aent  in  away  of  preparednefs  and  meetnefs  according  to  the 
yofpd*-  Perfons  are  worthy  receivers  in  the  fight  of  Gody 
when  they  conxe  prepared,  having  fome  proper  meafure  of 
chriftian  knowledgei  fniuble  frames  of  mind,  meet  defires, 
and  a  due  lenfe  of  their  need  of  the  fool  purifying  bloody 


ht  z  worthy  reraver  who  approaebei  the  Tacred  ubk  with 
vrftreneei  humilitj  and  devoiioo,  under  a  feeling  fenfe  of  hit 
finfblneffr  and  great  onworthinefs,  tbo'  be  hat  many  fcruples 
fem  and  donbcs  refpeding  hit  ftate-  Affiarance  of  grace  bow* 
•rer  defirable  i»  not  neceflary  to  a  worthy  and  accepuble  per« 
Ibrmance  of  this  duty.  Even  a  degreee  of  backwardne6» 
dnllneft  and  deadnds  in  tigs  ii^icet  if  tbefe  things  be  involun- 
tary and  laniented>  do  not  render  as  unworthy  receiveF&  Ont 
defign  of  the  ordinance  is  to  ftrengthen  the  weak,  encourage 
ibt  fearful*  diflipate  our  giooQis  and  doubtSf  ^nd  inercafe  oi|r 
topes.  Wl^efore  all  who  have  been  faithful  in  felf-examin^  • 
tioa»  humbling  themfelves  for  their  finst  cafting  tbeir  foyh 
Vipoa  a  criicified  Redeemer,  and  endeavoring  after  a  due  pre* 
paration  of  heart,  although  they  ftiU  find  much  corruption  an^ 
perplexity  of  fpint^  yet  they  ought  to  come ',  the  weak  in  faith 
•we  muft  receive* 

Secondly,  we  are  to  enquire  what  ts  intended  by  being  guilty 
of  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord.  Unworthy  partakers  im- 
pUcitlj  approve  of  the  condu<ft  of  the  Jews  in  crucifytn  g  tb^ 
Saviour  of  the  world.  It  is  implcitly  dcfpifing  and  rejecting  his 
atonement,  mediation  and  righteoofnefs*  It  is  like  dabbing 
the  mafter  at  his  own  feaft.  And  unless  deep  repentance  take 
place,  damnation  will  be  the  confequence.  Many  who  killed 
the  prince  of  life,  denied  and  delivered  him  up  in  the  prefence 
cf  Pilate,  were  brought  to  evangelical  repentance  by  the 
preaching  of  Peter  at  the  gate  of  the  temple  called  Beautiful, 
If  the  fins  of  thofe  vriio  adually  imbrued  their  hands  in  his 
blood  were  pardoned,  then  furdy  unworthy  partakers,  however 
grofs  and  wicked  their  participation  may  be,  tho'  they  (hould 
lb  &r  diflionor  the  ordmance  as  to  drink  common  healths  at 
the  table,  which  has  been  done  m  modem  times,  yet  even  thefe 
wretches  of  profanity,  upon  their  repenunce,  may  obtain  for- 
givenefs.    Uowonky  partaking  is  far  diftaat  from  the  nnpar- 
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p  bii  Sayfoof,  defirooi  te  renounce  himfelf  and  his  own  riglite* 
^nfnefs,  and  to  reft  upon  the  mere  mercy  of  God  as  revealed  hi 
J»e  GofpeU  refolving  to  deny  every  carnal  luft»  to  ftrive  againft 
every  unruly  paffion,  and  to  walk  with  God  in  duty ;  then  he 

ought  to  draw  near  to  the  facred  board  and  partake  of  the  IVnU 
bols  of  his  Lord's  fufferings. 

Secondly,  the  word  examine,  fignifies  to  try  or  prove,  wad 
this  is  his  own  peribnal  duty.  It  is  not  enough  that  be  if 
examined  by  the  minifter  or  reprefentatives  of  the  church  howe* 
ver  they  may  approve  of  him  or  not ;  this  is  an  injundlion  incum* 
bent  upon  each  individual.  This  is  not  a  fervice  to  be  performed 
once  in  a  perfon's  life,  but  it  is  ordained  as  a  (landing  prepara- 
tive to  the  facrament.  It  is  true  there  may  be  more  or  left 
aime  for  this  performance  according  to  a  variety  of  providential 
incidents,  yet  it  ought  ever  to  be  remembered  as  a  preparative 
duty.  Let  a  man  exami  ne  h  imfelf  as  to  the  difpofition  of  hit 
llearty  the  prevailing  tenor  of  his  life,  his  thoughts,  wordSf 
andaAions;  his  faith,  love  and  repentance)  mourn  over  and 
confefs  to  God  what  is  amifs,  and  folemnly  purpofe  a  better 
and  more  circumfpedt  condud  in  future,  and  **  fo  let  him  eat 
^  of  this  bread  and  drink  of  this  cup."  Let  him  pafs  thro* 
me  duty  to  another  that  Chrift  maj  be  obeyed  and  his  own 
^[nritual  interell  promoted 

Thirdly  obferve,  felf-examlnation  is  a  common  duty,  fome« 
vrtoLt  like  prayer,  incumbent  upon  chrillians  at  all  times. 
^  Examine  yourfelves  whether  you  be  in  the  faith,  prove  your 
<<  own  felves.  Let  us  fearch  and  try  our  ways.  I  commune 
**  with  mine  own  heart  faid  Afaph,  and  my  fplrit  made  diligent 
^  fearch.**  But  it  is  here  conftituted  and  made  a  fpecial  duty 
previous  to  our  attendance  upon  the  Lord's  fupper.  Can  any 
chriftian  approach  the  table  without  previous  prayer ;  fo  nti« 
^er  let  him  do  it  without  felf-  examination,  leil  be  be  found 
difobedient  to  God,  and  it  prove  to  bim  as  a  barren  ordinance. 


Vbunhly  oUtrre*  the  moft  unportant  part  of  this  iuijt  >& 
why  the  manner  m  which  it  fhould  be  performed.  It  is  not  v 
Matter  fuddenly  to  be  nilhed  into,  without  fcrioos  thought 
or  conf^ieration,  nor  haftily  pafled  over  as  of  little  moment. 
Choofe  a  proper  place  of  retirement,  and  time  for  the  purpofe^ 
tnd  enter  not  upon  it,  as  is  the  cafe  with  too  many,  with  pre. 
poffciCons  and  precondnfions  in  your  favour.  Engage  in  it 
trfdi  tome  proper  underftandin^  of  the  fcriptures,  and  a  deter* 
fldoation  tfaef  (hall  be  the  (hmdard  of  the  trial.  Confider  well 
ihe  operations  of  your  own  minds,  and  how  you  have  felt  yoot 
lieartsiQcUeed  to  good  or  evil ;  whether  you  have  yielded  to 
imptitioM  or  refifted  them.  Let  your  ibals  be  awakened 
and  arottfedto  all  attention  in  the  inveRigation  of  yoi3rfelve% 
jour  tempers  and  lives.  Be  impartial  and  honell  as  far  at 
foflible  in  the  fiearchy  Accompany  all  your  reflexions  witk 
ibleroo  and  fervent  prayer.  Strive  with  your  reluXant  hearlA 
sad  compel  them  to  the  work.  Keep  them  from  wandering 
smd  trifling,  and  efpecially  guard  againd  deceit.  **  Keep  thf 
^  heart  with  all  diligence  for  out  of  it  are  the  iffiies  ef  life«^ 

A  fifth  obfervation  is,  that  we  fiiould  attend  to  the  thlngp 
about  which  we  fliould  examine  ourfelves.  Thefc  are  elegantly 
fiimmed  up  in  our  ffaorter  catechifm  in  the  anfwer  to  this  quei^ 
lion,  **  What  is  required  to  the  worthy  receiving  of  the  Lord^ 
••fupper  ?  It  is  required  that  they  examine  themfelves  of  their 
**  knowledge  to  difccrn  the  Lord's  body,  of  theit  faith  to 
**  feed  upon  him,  of  tlicir  repentance,  lore  and  new  obedi- 
'«*  ence,  left  coming  unworthily,  they  cat  and  drink  judgment 
*«  to  themfelves."  The  compend  is  important  and  the  arrange* 
ment  bcauiiful.  The  Brft  matter  of  this  examination  is  of  our 
knowledge.  The  apollle  fully  fuggcfts  to  us  that  we  muft  have 
a  coropeiency  hereof  to  difcern  the  Lord's  body.  Know. 
ledge  may  ht  confidcrcd  as  of  two  kinds,  dc<ftrinal  and  expert- 
mental.  By  the  former  is  meant  an  undcrftandig  of  the  truths 
of  ihc  gofpcl  J  by  the  latter  an  acquainuace  with  the  power  of 


%dBt»  fte  Itean  tad  ctaihfcience.    This  looinle Jge  iroM 

teem  QioxAd  proceed  thus  far  at  lead ;  that  we  fhould  have 

'^fbine proper  viewsof  tfae.peife6fors  ofGod  and  his  law;  of 

the  cvH  t)f  iin  and  cut  otm  niifetable  ftate  by  rnture  and  prac- 

Uccyof  the  extent  and  cScmcy  of  the  remedial  provifion  for 

the  (alvation  of  finners  through  the  Ailnefs  of  the  atonement 

•ciFJefiis  CSnift  ;  and  fone  jnft  apprchenficns  of  the  nature^ 

defigDrand-ofe  of  thfs  holi^  ordinance.   The  liibre  perfons 

liaTe  of  this  knowledge  and  experimental  acquaintance  with 

divine  tmthy  they  are  Irkely  to  have  the  clearer  jdifcemment 

0f  the  Lor d'«  tody*  (be  intention  iOf  his  Aiflerlngs  and  dea||^ 

'  -mskd  the  more  comfort  ;a&d  joy  in  Ae  hdy  .coimmunion. 

Secondly^  we  are  to  enqni^  into  onr^ifh  to  feed  upos 

him.    We  approacli  (tot  the  table  of  the  JLord  merely  to  eat 

a  fmall  morfel  of  bread  or  drink  a  little  quantity  of  wine,  -but  to 

ihew  fbrtli  his  death,  and  to  feed  upon  his  body  and  blood,  for 

our  fpiritual  nourlihment  and  {;rowth  inf^ace,  and  this  onl^ 

can  be  done  by  faith.  Chrifi  is  often  fpojten  of  binder  the  figure 

of  brtady  and  it  is  neceflary  weiboiild  eat  thirbread  of  life,  and 

•fitith  is  the  means  by  which  itmuft  be  done.  Bread  is  neeeffiuy 

for  the  fuftenanct  of  oor  mortal  bodies,  to  fiiith  in  Jefos  Chrift 

4s  of  equal  importance  to  the  ialvation  ofoor  immortal  fouls. 

Without  fiiith  it  is  ynpoflible  that  any  ftould  be  faved.    Hence 

we  Ihould  fincerely  enquire  whether  we  are  poOkffcd  of  this 

igrace.    Have  we  b^enxonvioced  ofoor  fin  and  mifery»  onr 

inability  to. deliver  ourfclve*'?-  Have  we  fled  to  Jefus  of  Na- 

aareth»  and  nnfeignedly  accepted  him  as  the  Lord  oor  righte- 

oufnefs  ?  -*Have  we  embraced  him  in  aU  :his  officesi  and  do  we 

wait  upon  and  truft  in  him  alone  for  eternal  life  ? 

Thirdly,  our  repentance  -muft  be  eramined  into.    We  muft 
come  to  the  Lord's  table  fonowing  and  mourning  over  our 
.  fins,  confefling  our  iniquities,  with  real  purpofes  of  heart  to 
rarry  on  a  conftant  war  againft  our  corruptions. 

T 


A  fourth  branch  of  examination  refpcAs  our  love  ;  lovcii# 
Gody  love  to  the  Saviour,  and  love  to  our  neighbour. ,  Do 
we  love  God  fuprsmely  ?  Is  the  bleiTed  Redeemer  precious  \m 
us  as  he  is  to  them  that  believe  ?— and  are  we  ciiltiyating  love 
to  our  neighbour,  or  loving  him  as  ourfelves  ?  , 

•  -  •    -  ■ 

Laftly,  we  fhould  enquire  into  our  new  obedience  i  whether 

our  obedience  arifes  from  new  views,  new  principles  and  npw 

.inodves.    Do  we  make  choice  of  the  law  of  God  tor  the  rule 

of  our  life  ?  Do  we  delight  in  it  after  the  inward  man  I   Are 

we  hopeftly  endeavouring  after  conformity,  thereto. ?— Thus 

*  we  (hould  examine  ourfelves  as  a  duty  preparative  to  out  ce* 

lebration  of  the  fupper  of  the  Lord,  left  coming  unworthily 

we  eat  and  drink  judgment  to  ourfelves. 

■  But  it  is  time   that  this  fubjed  fhould  be  brought    to  a 
conclufion.     And  this  (hkll  be  done  in  a  brief  exhortation. 

:  Let  all  be  Solemnly  exhorted  to  the  pra^ice  of  this  impor- 
tant duty  of  felf-examination.  Be  not  flothful  and  carelefs  in 
■  a  matter  of  fuch  momentous  confequence.  Beware  you  at- 
tend not  upon  this  ordinance  through  formality,  or  as  cuHom 
leads  tlic  way.  But  engage  in  it  in  fclf-dedtcation,  renewing 
your  covenant  with  God,  fetting  to  it  tljs  feal,  that  God  is 
true.  Maintain  a  deep  fenfe  of  your  exceeding  great  finful- 
nefs  and  unworthincfs.  Lotith  and  abhcr  youriclves  and  repent 
around'the'facred  board  with  a  broken  heart.  Look  on  him 
whom  ybti  have  pierced  and  crucified  by  your  iniquities,  and 
mourn  irf1>itterrte6,  with  all  that  melting  feeling,  and  fiticcrity, 
vbich  afllidls  the  foul  of  him  who  mourns  for  a  firll  born  child. 

ConfiJer  the  fins  you  have  been  guilty  of  fince  the  lad  time 
of  communicating  ;  the  pafTions  which  have  burft  forth  ;  the 
corruptions  that  have  been  indulged,  and  acknowledge  them 
in  deep  contrition  before  God.  Let  us  lay  afidc  malice,  envy, 
wiath  Had  cverv  b.iP:  propenfity  and  incHnationj  and  wait   on 
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<B^I«HiMi'Savi(Hir  IB  faith  and  lore,  in  tbfi  eTCTCtfe  cfe^y 
jTacei  and  with  full  psrpofe  of  foul  to  live  in  the  practice  of 
crery  vinne.  "  Purge  out  the  old  leaven,  that  ye  may  be  a. 
**  new  tamp  as  ye  are  unleaTenedi  for  Chrift  our  paflbrer  is 
**  lacrificed  for  vs.  '  T&erefi)re''ietut1cec|)  (he  feaft  not  with 
*■  the  old  leaven,  neither  with  the  leaven  of  malice  and 
**  wickedneC^  but  «ith  the  tmleavened  bread  of  fiaccrity  and 
*twth.*^ 


-  ^^^^T''mf^9y^mm^iw^^n*7^^\^!!^ni$J^^JS. 
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Rememlfcring  Chrifi  oM^  Us  T^U. 


Luke  xrli.  16.     7*/6//  ^  /«  ^ttkemiranci  ef  me^ 

TO  love,  receive  and  truTi:  in  the  precious  Redeenler  of  the 
^rld>  Co  commit  oar  fotils  to  his  holy  keeping,  and  reft  folely 
en  Us  atoning  merits  for  eternal  life,  i^  tlie  abfolute  duty  of 
all  the  cliildren  of  men,  to  whom  the  revelation  of  his  name  is- 
made  known.  Ali  who  enjoy  the  light  of  the  gofpel*  ought 
to  have  hb  charader  engraven  upon  their  hearts  in  everlafUng 
xemenibrance.  And  the  happy  individuals  who  have  fek  the 
power  of  his  grace  and  tafted  his  loving  kindnels»  is  it  poflible 
they  flrould  ever  forget  hinti  \  Alas  I  they  forget  and  neglc^ 
him  often/  But  wonder,  0  Heaven  !  and  be  aflonifhed,  O 
Earth'!  he  ttcVcr either fo^gett  6r  tieglcds  you.  However 
carelcTs,  O !  dxriftiatifs,  you  may  be  at  feafons  with  refpefl  tor 
tha  bteSed  Saviour,  the  Shepherd  of  Ifrae}^  who  nevef  flam- 
tMTf  itor  fleeptf,  ceafes  not  for  t  idometft  bis  watch  over  yoo/ 

*  Thus  iaith  the  Lor(i»  the  Redeemer  of  Ifrael,— Can  a  wo^ 

• 

^  mant  fd^et  her  flicking  child,  that  fhe  fhould  not  have  com' 
^  paiSon  ona  the  fon  of  her  womb ;  jrea»  they  may  forg«(,  ft! 


*V Witt  i  QOttatfflt  thee.  Behold  I  ha^  graven  thee-  npett  Af 
•*  palmt  of  my  hatrds ;  thy  walls  arc  continually  before  me." 
HearkeHf  0 1  believen»  to  the  declarations  of  him*  who  was 
crucified  and  fhed  his  blood  for  you.  **  Tou  (hall  feed  in  the 
^  ways,  and  your  paflures  fliall  be  b  the  liigh  places.  Tou 
^  (fasLll  not  faungsr  nor  thirft,  neither  ihall  th?  h^at,  nor  the 
*<  fun  tokkcjeu :  for  he  that  hath  mercy  00  jt^t^  (hall  lead  j9u  ; 
••  eren  by  the  fpringt  of  water  (hall  be  guide  you."  Docs  the 
bleflri  Jx-^vs  thas  remember  his  dear  people,  and  are  they  uxk* 
mEtidlal  of  him  7  How  (hould  this  awaken  all  their  (enfibXtiesy 
and  h-jtiifli  theif  ftupfdlnconfiderution^  andcani'e  floods  of  tears 
to  guih  (rom  t&e!r  repenting  eyes  i  Bat  for  the  fupport  of 
poor,  fcible  and  forgetful  believers,  hearken  to  tli:s  fweet  de- 
claration of  yoiir  all'  fuScieat  intercaJcr.  **  Like  as  a  faibcr 
*(  picietli  his  childreiiy  Co  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that  fear  him^ 
*>  for  he  knoweth  our  fnime  ;  he  remenlbercth  that  we  are 
'^  dad."  His  remembrances  in  his  life  and  death,  and  when  his 
faving  bfood  was  flowing  from  every  Teint  are  too  numerous 
for  a  prcfent  recital,  the  whole  of  which  is  comprciled  ia  the 
ordinance  we  are  now  about  to  celebrate.  This  was  his  laft 
fupper  on  earth,  and  an  illuftrious  inftance  of  his  infinite  and 
dying  love  for  his  church.  This  he  left  as  a  laQ  public  gift^ 
aa4.  ^  didinguifhing  memorial  of  himfelf,  by  which  in  fymbo- 
Ileal  reprcfcntations,  he  is  to  be  exhibited  in  all  that  he  did 
and  fuScred  for  apoflate  man,  until  the  confumption  of  all 
things,  ChriH  intended  this  inftitntioa  for  the -fupport,  cQ- 
couragement  and  comfort  of  his  Cbarchy  to  <)uicken  them  iis 
daty».to  rcfirefh  them  in  their  journey  thro'  the  wilderacft  to  he- 
a  pilkr  of  (hade  by  day»  of  light  by  night,  to  be  btead  in  tW 
wUdernefs,  and  water  from  the  rock.  Uenc'c  d)c  great  com- 
maodmentin  thi^  ordinance  is,  **Thts  do  in  remembrance 
*^of  mc.*'  How  fweet  the  precept ;  how  cndeanng  the  recol-. 
le^cn  of  all  his  hunuiiation  and  fufferings,  to  accomplifh  the 
falvatj(9S:  ^ laenaod  their  reAomiiea to  the  peace,  fiivoor  aod 
e^ayai^iM5ifGoJ*    Tbo  enjoy OMOI  <flf  God^i  b^w  gfei^  the., 


idea  ?  a  happincfs,  higher  than  heaTen»  broader  than  the  earthf 
and  more  ezteuiive  than  the  iea.  And  this,     O  rememberer  of 

Cbrill,  aad  moie  than  this,  will  be  the  portion  of  thj  foul  for* 
ever.  ^ 

There  b  an  awful  refidue  in  the  converted  foul  of  proneneft , 
to  a  forgetfulnefs  of  Jefus ;  to  alleviate  and  check  this  difeafe 
was  one  thing  deflgned  in  this  (acred  tnCtitution.  OarLord»  wh^ 
knew  all  things,  knew  how  apt  the  hearts  of  his  people  would 
be  to  forget  him  amidft  the  throng  of  their  corruptions  and  the 
croud  of  fenfible  objeAs ;  their  pleafures  and  worldly  bufmefs  ^ 
^heiefore  he  appointed  and  left  this  memorial  of  himfelf.— 
Men  do  not  ufually  neglie^  the  remembrances,  the  mortal 
rings  and  dying  fignatures  of  their  departed  relatives  and 
friends.     Chrift  has  here  left  his  church  a  token  of  his  friend- 
ihip  and  a  dying  memorial  of  all  he  did  for  the  recovery  of  the 
fpiritual  life  they  had  loll,  aud  their  relloralion  to  the  favour  of 
God  and  forfeited  felicity • 

It  would  be  impoflible  to  enter  inlo  t!i2  nature,  defignst 
tifes,  benefits  and  purpofesof  this  holy  ordinance  in  a  fingle 
difcourfe  ;  therefore  all  that  will  claim  your  attention  at  pre- 
feiit  (hall  l>e  only  a  few  meditations  on  the  duty  enjoined,  and 
the  manner  of  performing  it,  agreeable  to  the  commandment 
in  our  rcxt,  ••  This  do  in  remembrance  of  me/* 

Firft,  with  regard  to  the  obligations  of  the  duty  itfelf,  thefc 
can  be  fcruplcd  by  none,  who  give  any  credit  to  the  authority 
and  power  invefted  in  our  Lord.  It  was  not  intended  as  a 
temporary  ordinance,  fuch  as  wafiiing  of  feet,  and  fome  other 
things  performed  by  our  Saviour,  but  never  afterwards  pradH- 
ftd  by  his'  apoftles ;  but  it  was  ordained  to  be  of  ftandingufe 
in  the  Church  throughout  all  generations.  Hence  it  was  a  du- 
ty obferved  by  the  apoflolic  and  all  fucceeding  churches  down 
!to  die  prefent  day*  I  -grant  there  have  been  fome  in  all  ages 
and  many  an  the  prefent  d9.y»  ^ho  have  and  do  confider  it  as  a 
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temporary  inftitutioQ  which  was  adopted  for  the  iDtroduAiMi 
of  chriilianity*  but  not  to  be  of  perpetual  order.  To  reuil  their 
various  opinions,  and  their  ncglefl  of  ihis  ordinancet  and  their 
ftrange  fpiritual  condrudions  conceiningit  might  exhibit  fomc 
veadingi  but  furely  could  not  promote  your  comfort  or,  edifi- 
cation. 

An  attendance  upon  this  facrament  is  plainly  binding  npo« 
all  chrilixans ;  it  was  commanded  by  cur  Loid,  pra^lifed  by 
the  apoftles  and  all  primitive  Churches,  and  in  the  faith  and 
under  the  fenfc  and  affurance  of  thefe  obligations  we  continue 
in  all  good  confcience  to  celebrate  the  fame.  It  is  honoring 
Chrift  J^fus,  his  fufferings  and- death,  and  he  affuredly  gives 
his  bleding  to  all  thofe  who  faithfully  wait  upon  him  herein. 
It  is  glorifying  God  in  the  recolledlionof  his  only  begotten  fon, 
whom  he  gave  and  made  a  facrifice  for  the  fins  of  men.  To 
remember  Jefus  at  the  facred  tabic  Is  complying  with  the  will 
of  heaven.  And  to  obey  is  better  than  all  burnt  offerings. 
Did  God  remember  us  from  eternity,  did  he  in  lime  f«(k  forth  his 
dear  Son  to  be  a  propitiation  for  fm,  did  he  remember  hi&  pro- 
mife  to  Abraham  and  the  patriarchs,  did  Jcfus  bleed  and  die 
for  us,  and  (ball  we  not  remember  the  author  of  out  falvation 
with  hearts  overflowing  with  love,  gratitude  :md  praife  ?  Did 
the  blcfTed  Redeemer  remember  us,  when  we  lay  in  our  own 
blood,  and  there  was  no  eye  to  pity  us,  nor  h:md  to  help  u^« 
and  can  we  ever  ceafe  from  remembering  hi/n  ?  Was  he  cru- 
cified for  our  tranfgreffions  ;  did  he  rife  again  for  o.ii  jaPiifica* 
lion ;  did  he  procure  for  us,  who  were  dead  in  titrpiifcs  and 
fms,  iifr,  iinmortality  and  a  heaveiay  iniici  Irai:*.  r.  Did  he  in- 
fiitute  this  precious  ordinance  as  a  m^inoii*:!  or  his  whole  nie^ 
diatorial  charaifler,  of  all  thr.t  he  upderw.nt  from  his  leaving 
his  Fathei's  bofom,  till  his  aicenfion  to  glory,  and  OnU  we  be 
fuch  ingrates  as  not  to  remcnihcr  him  in  ±h  i'LJu;c  o£  his 
love?  "  If  I  forget  ihee,  O  J^ius,  let.  mf  rl'^'u  haul  for;;t:t  iier 
•*  cu;ining ;  if  I  do  net  remember  thee,  ict  my  tc;;rne  c!tave 
"  to  the  roof  of  my  mouih.*^     Surely  to  maiilpi^  r^^noo^  ttfr 


Ae^illbreementcffa  Aity»trhefe  the  commanflments  ;irefe 
yepeated  «tid  plain,  that  they  can  ndther  ht  eiraded  or  denied, 
toold  anfwer  xm>  important  purpofe.    Whertfore  I  proceed* 

Seeondlyy  to  eonfider  the  nanber  in  ^hich  this  duty  ought 
to  be  performed.  It  is  a  matter  of  infinite  moment  that  Chrift 
be  properly  remembered  at  his  table.  This  ordinance  can 
hardly  be  celebrated  by  us  without  f#me  confideratton  of  the 
SaTiour  ;  but  to  remember  hlai  in  fuch  a  way  as  to  be  approved 
by  him  as  worthy  parulters,  is  not  a  matter  of  eafy  attainment. 

'Would  we  perform  this  duty  in  an  acceptable  manner,  we 
are  t#  engage  in  it  with  compofure  of  mind,-— with  an  holy 
reverence  in  our  heartsr^with  hungering  and  thirfting  defires 
after  greater  meafures  of  grace,— with  exalted  ezpe^ations^ 
—in  theexercife  of  faith,— love,— bomilityt— repentance,  and 
purpofes  of  future  obedience. 

Firft,  we  are  to  approach  this  holy  table  in  remembrance  of 
our  dear  Redeemer,  with  compofure  of  mind.  Our  hearts 
often  prove  like  a  deceitful  bow,  and  our  thoughts  wander  in- 
to a  thoufand  impertinences.  Scarcely  any  thing  more  difi- 
c4iU  than  to  ^-atch  and  keep  the  heart.  Yet  this  we  arc  ho- 
neftly  to  endeavour  vhile  we  are  employed  in  this  iblemn  duty. 
We  fhould  bebanifhing  all  worldly,  carnal,  and  trifling 
thoughts.  "When  any  of  thcfe  vanities  will  intrude  upon  our 
4)evotions,  we  (hould  repel  them  as  Nehemiah  did  the  meflen- 
^ers  of  his  enemies  who  where  fcnt  to  divert  him  from  the 
•work  of  the  Lord.  "  lam  doing  a  great  work,  why  (hould 
"the  work  ceafe,  while  I  leave  it  and  come  down  to  you?'* 
Thus  let  us  expel  all  vain  and  improper  thoughts  from  our 
ibuls. 

Secmiuly,  we  ouglit  to  rem*mber  to  attend  this  ordinance 
with  an  holy  revcrcn-e  in  our  hearts.  We  (liould  reverence 
•ttcdy  reverence  the  bleiTed  Jefus,  and  maintain  a  due  refpe^ 


r  »j»  1 

fhr  the  iiiftitution  itWf.  We  fhould  bear  upon  our  minds, 
tkat  tl»c  king  is.  prcfent  at  his  own  entertainment,  *•  Who  is 
^'greatly  to  be  feared  in  the  aflcmblies  of  his  faints,  and  to  be 
"  hrid  in  reverence  of  them  that  are  about  him."  Let  ns 
cnme  before  liim  in  the  celebration  c.f  this  lacrament,  wilh 
•5  reverence  and  godly  fear. 


»» 

;« 


Thirdly,  we  (hould  attend  upon  tKis  duty  \rith  hungering 
and  thirfting  dcHres.  **  The  dcAres  of  our  fouls  muft  be  towards 
••  the  Lord  and  the  remembrance  of  his  name."  To  have 
communion  with  God,  and  to  defire  none  upon  earth  befides 
him,  is  afweet  and  ccroforiable  (late  of  mind.  It  brings  hea- 
ven as  it  were  into  this  world.  And  a  fpecial  blefling  is  pro- 
nounced upon  all  fuch.  ''  Ble^cd  are  they  who  hunger  and 
•*  third  after  righteoufnefs  for  they  iball  be  filled."  Let  our 
defires  be  enlarged  to-day.  Let  us  feel  fuch  cxercifcs  as  pof- 
fcifed  the  Pfalmift  when  he  faid,  **  I  ftietcli  forth  my  hands 
**  unto  the  ;  my  foul  thirdetb  after  thefc,  as  a  thirfty  land.  O 
"  God,  thou  art  my  fiod,  early  will  I  fcek  thee  ;  my  foul  thirft- 
"  ctli  for  thee  ;  Yny  flefh  longeth  for  thee, — to  fee  thy  power  and 
•*  thy  glpry, — that  my  foul  may  be  fatisfied  as  with  marrow 
<•  and  fatnefs,"  Bleil'ed  feelings,  bleifed  fpiritn^tl  breathings, 
and  blcrlTed  experiences.  O  that  ours  may  be  of  a  fimilar  na- 
ture, and  that  all  the  d^fircs  of  our  hearts  may  be  gratified  at 
|h*s  fcafon. 

Fourthly,  let  ns  anproaoh  this  ordinance  with  elevated  aiul 
exalted  expeflations.  7/;at  Aiith  in  the  bdovcd  which  enlarges 
the  defires  alfo  ralfes  hopes,  and  manures  them  like  Abraham's 
to  an  holy  confidence.  Yen  are  not  led  to  clay  to  funm)or 
brooks,  which  Jifappoint  the  Wjiary  traveller,  and  as  it  is  fiiid 
in  Job,  "C  »rfumed  out  of  their  pl?ce."  But  this  ortlinance 
dire^s  you,  to  living  fountains,  which  ilTyc  forth  unfailirj; 
ftrcams  to  evcrlafiir.g  life. — Let  each  cominuriicant  fay  to  M; 
fo-il ;  Draw  near  ^o  the  rahse  c:  love,  thy  P'.iVnncr  hvz  ini:l- 
tuicd  the  fcaft,  and  hi  has  pron-lfcd  lor  ihoc,  "  abudcutly  ;i*jove 

II 


•«  x\  nat  thoa  canil  aflc  or  think.**  kcmcmberrO  ehriftam,  ytmr 
Saviour  gives  liberally  and  upbraids  not,  he  gives  like  a  king, 
yea,  like  a  God,  all  things  richly  to  enjoy. 

However  you  may  bow  your  heads  at  bistable,  let  your 
hearts  afcend  to  heaven  and  all  its  glories,  with  full  and  aflurcd 
cxpctlation  that  all  thcfc  will  be  yours  and  that  forever.  Re- 
member  the  provifioti  in  this  fcaft  is  Chrift,  his  atonement,  his 
rightcoufnefs,  and  all  his  benefits.  What  can  you  wiOi,  cxpcd 
and  hope  for  that  will  not  be  granted  ?  Remember  all  is  yours, 
oartli  is  yours,  life  and  death  are  yours,  things  prcfcnt  and 
things  to  come  are  yours,  heaven  is  yours,  and  to  comprehend 
all  poffible  bleffings  in  one  word,  «  God  is  yours.*'  Surclf 
you  arc  not  fit  for  the  tabic  of  the  Lord,  if  your  fouls  can  «c* 
ped  or  wilh  for.  more. 

Laftly*  would  we  attend  this  divine  inlHcution  to  our  com- 
fort and  edification,  and  in  a  worthy  and  acceptable  manner^ 
it  mud  be  performed  in  the  ixercifes  of  faith,  love,  humility,  re- 
pentance, and  in  purpofes  of  iuturc  obedience. 

Faith  15  an  eflcntial  grace  of  the  chrlftain  life.  We  muft 
hereby  look  unto  Chrift  at  all  times,  live  upon  him,  deriving 
influence  aad  communications  from  him,  and  depend  upon 
him  fcr  fpiritual  ihength  for  the  right  performance  of  every 
duty,  ard  in  a  particul^*  manner  to  look  unto  \r.m  that  he 
would  enable  ur,  to  keep  this  feall,  that  his  death  may  be  fhown 
frinh,  his  ^lory,  and  cur  own  peace  and  happlncfs  promoted. 
When  we  receive  the  fjLtr^d  elements,  let  ourhcaiis  ud  on  the 
ftrcngth  of  the  Lord  for  afliftance  that  we  may  prsfcnt  and 
confecrate  ourfelv^s  to  him,  a  living,  holy  and  aoccptabl:  fa- 
crifice.  3y  f  tith  let  us  live,  by  faith  let  us  die,  by  fiiith  let  us 
obfcrvro  t'ic  holy  communion,  until  we  flxall  cuter  into  Uic  per- 
isct  c^>ru".vinion,of  the  celc-lial  rcgloas. 


^ 


'  The  exercifef  of  divine  lore  are  of  the  higbeft  coAfeqaeoMv 
m  every  matter  of  a  religieas^  nature.    Without  love  no  reli-' 
gion.     Without  love  no  worthy  participation  of  the  fcicred 
ftipper.^  Without  love  no  oflion  to  Chri(l^-no  favour  of  God 
—no  peace  of  confcience — oowflli  grounded  hope  of  eternal 
glory.     Did  Chrift  love  hit  church  io^  fuch  a  manner,   and  to 
foch  a  degrect  as  to  flied  hb  rood  preciotis  blood>  and  expired 
onthecrofsy  on  Calvary's  hill,   and  (hall  not  a  flame  of 
fupreme  love  be  kindled  in  our  foub  to  him  ? — Shall  we  be- 
lu)ld  him  exhibited  in  this  Ordinance  in  alk  the  agonies  and 
fbfferings  ot  his  dying  love,  his  body  broken  and  his  blood 
poured  forth,  and   Ihall  not  our  fouls,  while  we  fit  around  - 
Ihs  table,  ^fcend  on  the  wings  of  ardent  affe^ion  to  him  I 

Befides  faith  and  love,  we  ought  to  draw  near  to  this  ordi-- 
vance  in  humility,  godly  forrow  and  evangelical  repentance, 
TBe  greater  Bcamcfs  to  God,  the  more  we  are  exalted  in  pri- 
viliges,  the  more  we  will  feel  our  unworthine^s,  and  the  deep- 
jer  will  be  our  abafement   before    him.     Angels  veil  their 
"fices  in  his  prefence ;  Abraham  proflrated  himfelf  on  the 
ground ;  and  David  (at  down  aftonifhed  when  the  Moft  High 
conferred  honors  upon  him,  and  ciied  out^    **  Who  am  I,  O 
^  Lord  Godi  and  "what  is  mine  houfe,  that  ihop  liaft  brought 
^  xne  hitherto  ?'*  True  repentance  and  a  Godly  forrow  becomes 
'us  at  this  facred  board.  Here  we  (hould  look  on  him  whom  wa 
have  pierced  by  our  fins,  and  mourn  as  he  tliat  mourns  for 
•n  only  begotten  fon,  and  bewail  ourfclves  in  bitternefs,  ;<s  he 
who  is  in  bitternefs  for  a  firft  born  child.    Here,   tears  of* 
tepentanoe^  love,  gratitude  and  pleafure  ought  freely  to  flow. 
«^Atid  all  our  graces  and  exercii^  ought  to  btf  accoifipanicA 
with  pnrpofes  and  firm  refohitionSoC  future  and  perfevering. 
obedience*     Our  refoluttons  ought  to  be  fuch  as  to  exclude  all 
fbtote  revoeadon.    He  who  puts  his  hand  to  the  plough,  muft 
ttot  look  back.    The  Ifraelitb  who  has  paOed  the  red  fea  muft 
iiver  loDg  for  the  |elh  pou  of  Egypt.    Om  cars  tnaa  be^at^ 


If d  to  the  door  ptofts  of  t{ic  .temple  of  tta  L^rd.  with  full  pftJr* 
pofes  of  heart  ro  be  his  fervanu  forever^  .  Let  the  glory  o* 
God  be  our  chief  eudi  his  iinerring.j?ord  our  rvApj  tlie  blood  o£ 
the  lamb  our  fupport  and  pcmfol^tion,  the  Holy  Ghoft  our 
guiJe>  couafellor  and  diredory.  and  this  refren>in^  orJi- 
uance>  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  its  prpinii^s,  he  uiHo  us 
ibe  bread  of  life  and  the  water  of  li£e»  till'  we  ik^H  be  iuuodu* 

ced  to  the  felicitios  ofithc  cfileili^l  iUte.  r  > 

«        .     .     .      «         . , 
.  ....  .....  .  , 

Various  and  Important  are  the  ufes  ofinftru^ion,  reprooi^ 
coiiifoit«nddrreiUoa:#h{ch  £lotv*fit>io  this  fubjed,  of. which  I 
mull  now  only  hint  at  a  few*' 


*      •     ■       .     m   , 


Firft,  we  ou^^ht  to  lam^t  tlie  ^.-^  Ta-  projicnei's.of  put  hearti 
to  neglelft  God  andf()r^'i^t  the  ble/TJd  Suviour.  This  is  mat- 
ter  of  deep  contrition,  mourning  and  forro  w.  O  tha  t  qjjyc 
heads  were  waters  and  our  eyes  ji  fouixtain  of  tears,,  that  We 
might  weep  day  and  al^ht  over  our  failings,  inffrraiues  and 
forgctfulnefs.  » 


f^ 


Secondly,  le^pur  foaU  blQ&^t])^  Lord  for  the  wonders  of  his^ 
patience,  forbearance  and  long  fufering.  Tho*  we  arc  apt 
to  be  unmindful  of  him  who  agonized  in  the  garden,  he*  con- 
tinually and  unremittingly  remembers  us.  Our  remembrance 
often  .intermits,  but  his  never  ilumbcrs,  noi  flccps.  Where- 
fore let  our  ibuls  blefi  the  Lord,  aud  refolve  no  niore  to  for* 
gethii  benefits.  ... 


Thirdly,  bow  acceptable  to  Qiriftisthc  approach  ofhii 
dear  people  to  his  fupper^  in  an  hbly,  believing,  humble  and 
a£Fdwlionate  remcmbraiKe  «f him,  ia  alibis  fuffcrings,  humilia- 
tion and  eialtaiion.  He  rejoices  0|Ver  them  in  au  extacy..qf 
delight,  (aying,  **  I  am  come  -into  my  garden,  my  fiiler,  my 
**  fpou&  I  I  have  gathered  xnjjtiysrh  with  my  fpice  ;  I  havf 


^t2ML  imfhMJttpc(ntkh  wfth'ttr^  hootf  :'  lliaytf  drunk  nf 
*<  wine  With  mj  miUc ;  eatp:  O  ^  ftieads  ^ .  driak; .  yea^  -  dritik  ai 

•*  bundandy,  O  beloved."       ' ''.      ':  .  .  .  -.j.  **;  /.  » 

s 

A  brief  fenteixce  of  counfel  (hall  relieve  your  aUention  at 
prefent; — Let  us  attend  this  folemn  duty  of  our  holy  religion 
for  the  reafoofi  and  in  the  manner  which  has   now  been  de« 

» 

lineaced.  You  will  Ead  herein,  peace  of  confcience,  joy  in  the 
.  Holy  Ghod  and  an  increafe  of  grace.  If  you  never  rexnem- 
hered  Chrift  in  a  proper  manner  before>  let  this  be  the  day  in 
Which  this  blelfcd  work  will  begin.  It  is  never  too  lats  to  be- 
jiin  in  well  doing.  Gather  in  every  wandering  thought  ; 
compofe  your  fouls  into  a  fpirit  of  devotion  }  let  a  reverential 
awe  of  a  prefent  Saviour,  in  all  his  wounds,  bleeding  at  every* 
pore,  poffefs  your  hearts  ;  hunger,  third  and  long  after  great 
Jnealurcs  of  holinefs  ;  raife  your  hopes,  elevate  your  expecta- 
tions, and  with  faith,  love,  humility,  repentance  of  fin  and 
purpoTes  of  new  obedience,  take  the  holy  fymbols  and  remem- 
ber God  your  Saviour.  Remember  him  in  his  life,  i«member 
iiis  agony  in  the  garden,  remember  his  cruel  mockings  in  the 
High  Pneil's  hall,  his  tremendous  fcourgings  when  the  plowers 
ylpwed  upon  his  back  and  made  long  and  deep  their  furrows  ; 
remember  him  on  the  crofs,  when  fufpended  between  heaven 
and  earth,  and  forfaken  by  both  ;  his  friends  and  difciples  for- 
fuok  him  ;  his  God  hid  his  face  from  him  ;  a  darknefs  invol- 
ved the  world,  fuch  as  never  was  before,  nor  fmcc,  and  the 
final  diffolution  of  nature  will  hardly  create  fuch  another. 
The  fun  ceafcd  to  (hinc^  the  moon  had  no  rays,  all  nature  was 
convulfed  ;  earthquakes  broke  up  the  marble  tombs  ;  the 
dead  darted  into  life  ;  the  veil  of  the  temple  of  God  rended 
afunder,  and  in  this  awful  crifcs,  in  the  laft  flruggle  of  atone- 
ment for  man,  he  cries,  «*  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  ^ou 
**  forfajcen  me  ?" 

Now  ihall  we  not  remember  thisblefled  and  dying  Saviour  ? 


Let  tbc  precept  it  tbe  text  be  tadck'abljr  Mlbibed  on  evcxT 
hearty  let  it  be  writtea  on  the  palm  of  c?erf  hand.  <*  Thi$- 
<<  do  in  remembrance  of  mu^ 


I 


t  £  R  M  O  M   XIV. 


The  ImI  and  Danger  of  Profane  Svxarin^ 

and  Ourfing. 


James  t.  t2.  Sut  aUfVt  all  tUngs,  my  Irethrent  fnvear  mh 
nefther  hy  bsaven^  neither  hy  the  earthy  neither  by  any  other  oatb% 
but  Ut  your  yea  be  yea^  and  ywrnay^  nay  t  left  y6u  fall  into  con* 

demitation» 


COMMON  profane  fwearlng  and  carfing»  att  fins  of  a  bafa 
and  aggravated  dye.    However  |)reTalent  they  may  be,  this 
renders  them  not  the  lefs  henlous*    It  calls  forth  the  ftronger 
and  more  frequent  tefiimony  agaiftft  them.    Does  the  air  of 
the  infernal  regions  iafed  many  parts  of  our  guilty  land  t 
Where  is  the  town  or  village  which  conuins  not  lefs  or  more 
con^mon  curfers  and  fwearers  in  it.     Therefore  the  evil  and 
danger  of  this  vice  ought  to  be  oftop  pointed  out»  and  the 
threatenings  of  heaven  againft  it  repeatedly   denounced.    It 
is  abundently  mt ntioned  in  the  holy  fcripturesy  an^  marked 
V7ith  the  utmoft  abhorrence  and  diiapprobation.     It  is  univer- 
£illy  condemned  in  the  Old  Teftament ,  and  in  the  new»  by  the 
piophets  and  apo(lleS|  and  Qur  I«9rd  gives  a  mod  ftlemft  charge 


to&iid!ftipkl8nd  ialFVthersagiFrfi&  thfs  fui.-HifrccmmnnJmcnt 
18)  **  Swear  not  at  all ;  neichcr  by  heaven,  for  it  is  God's  tlironc ; 
**  neither  by  earth,  for  it  is  his  foot  ftool  ;  neither  by  Jcnifa- 
•*  leni>  fjr  it  is  the  city  of  the  great  king  ;  neither  (halt  thou 
**  fwear  by  thy  heaj(^  ,  ^ecali^e  ;)htfil  c^nft.  act  make  one  hair 

•*  white  or  black  ;  but  let  your  con^munication  be  yea,  yea, 
"  nay,  nay  ;  for  whatfocver  is  more  than  ihefe  comcth  of  evil." 
This  ought  to  be  pcrfcdlly  fnflficicnt  to  corrcfl  and  regulate 
4ill  ihe  language  of  cbf i/liap^  J{  any  a(}dition  could,  be  T^-an- 
ttd  to  enforce  the  counfel,  there  is  the  third  precept  of  the  de- 
calogue which  was  earty  given  ;  but  we  need  not  to  revert 
back  fo  far  for  a  condemnation  of  this  vice  ;  common  fcnfc, 
and  the  propriety  of  language,  and  every  form  of  delicacy* 
and  decency,  flamp  reprobation  upon  it.  Whether  it  arifcs 
from  fafliion,  education,  or  any  other  fource,  to  hear  curfinj; 
and  fwcaring  dropping  from  a  ladies  lips,  to  be  entertained 
with  the  ini^erpolations  of  profatre  expletives  and  ezclamaticns* 
and  to  fee  the  dtvil  bolting  from  their  mouths,  can  there  be  2 
greater  contrail  of  beauty  and  deformity  in  xiatiire  ?  Behold 
moral  uglinefs  darting  thro,  blurring  and  marring  every  amia- 
ble feature.  Can  the  per.c  ils  of  tlie  greateft  limners  produce  & 
more  odious  pifture  than  a  lady  that  fwears.  The  temptations 
10  tills  vice  are  infi'iitel}'  lefs  them  ethers  v.liich  would  blaft  her 
reputation  forever. 

Let  nil  whether  male  or  female,  old  nr  yrnn^^  bond  or 
fire,  who  have  indulged  ihetnftlvcs  in  this  ab(^minable  liccnfe 
cl  the  tongue-  be  eritieatcd  to  attend  t9  the  abfurdity  and  ir- 
ratioriahty  of  this  im,  he  contradi^ion  of  the  iijurKftlorA  of 
heaven,  the  great  difhoufir  it  is  to  God,  dif?^rj«re  ro  the  chrif- 
lian  rc-!^^ir:n,  its  tendency  to  promote  the  caufe  of  infidelity,  and 
the  c£rt:iindenfu<5lion,  ifthedecpcft  repentance  and  the  mofl 
rhor(?uj;h  rcfcrrralion  intervene  rot,  cf  the  immortal  foul," 
wliich  \vr:!ds  CiRrot  r.infom.  I  beg  your  artcT'lion  to  the 
woruj,,c;f  iiifpinuion  dwiivercdby  the  apoftb  of  cl.rilli.;n  mo- 


C  y9  3 

,  raljtf.     «  But,  aboTeall  things,  roy  brethren,  fv/car  not,  ncf- 
•*  thcr  by  heaven,  neither  by  the  earth,  neither  by  any  oiher 
.^oath,  but  let  your,  yea  be  yea,  apd  your  nay  nay,  left  yoti 
*'. fall  .into  coodemoauon.'' 

The  people  to  whom  the  apodle  addrelTed  hinQfcIf  wert 
•  Jewf  and  his  brethren  according  to  the  flefh.  Profane  fwear. 
ing  was  a  fin  to  which  that  nation  was  addiAed,  and  (UH  is 
throughout  all  their  difperflons,  more  than  any  nation  or  peo- 
pie  upon  earth.  "  Above  all  things,  my  brethren,  fwear  not." 
-  It  would  be  needlefs  here  to  fpend  time  to  prove  that  neither 
this  text,  nor  the  prohibition  of  our  Lord,  forbids  the  bear* 
ing  witnefs  for  dccifion  of  controverfies  which  arife  between 
man  and  man  by  a  lawful  oath.  A  lawful  oath  is  an  ordinanco 
of  God,  an  adl  of  Iblemn  and  religious  worfbip  inftituted  for 

^  the  mod  valuable  purpofes.  It  ought  not  to  be  ufed,  but 
upon  important  occafions,  and  when  duly  called  thereto  bf 
the  power  of  civil  authority.  Some  have  unhappily  imagined 
that  this  declaration  of  the  apofile,  together  with  that  of  our 

'    Saviour's,  was  intended  to  be  an  abolition  of  all  oaths  whatfoe* 

ver.     Let  it  be  obferved  in  anfwer  hereto,  that  Cod  himfd/ 
# 

,  ^s  conftantly  employed  oaths  both  in  the  former  and  latter 
teftament,  in  various  inftances  for  the  confirmation  of  the  faith 
of  his  people  in  the  truth  of  his  declarations.  It  was  always 
the  pradice  of  the  faints  throughout  all  generations,  and 
St.  Paul  gives  full  teflimhny  in  its  favour,  when  he  fays,  **  An 
*•  oath  for  confirmation  is  to  be  the  end  of  all  ftrife."  There 
is  the  fame  end  to  be  anfwered,  and  the  fame  calls  for  oaths 
now,  that  ever  were,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  condnued  and 

,  held  as  a  ftanding  ordinance  both  in  church  and  ftate.  All 
that  is  prohibited  by  Jcfus  Chrid  and  our  a^oitle  is  the  profti- 
tution  of  this  facred  ordinance,  and  the  profane  and  commoa 

»  ■     •  ■  ■ 

abufe  of  this  holy  inditution. 

It  was  a  common  and  notorious  pra^e  among  the  Jews^ 
.    to  fwear  by  heaven^  b/  earth,  by  the  templci  their  bead  or  any 

V 


mother  thing,  but  never  by  the  name  ^ebaoait  ejc-^f^t  on  the 
nibu  folema  occafioDSy  2nd  th:  rcofl  urgent  vAU.  But  alas  ! 
m  modem  times  of  profanity,  the  tremendous  and  renera- 
Ue  name  of  God,  feems  no  more  regarded  than  fsferior  things, 
unlcft  it  be  to  reduce  it  to  a  more  common  and  wicked  ufe. 

It  is  the  impious  cuftom  of  profane  car£ng  and  fwearing 
which  our  apoftle  here  condemns  ;  **  Above  all  things  fwear 
^'  not.''     Thftt  is»  in  a  fpecial  and  diilinguiflung  manner  be- 

'  ware  of  and  guard  againd  this  iniquity*  Above  all  other  im« 
iDoraliiies,  keep  fourfelvesfrom  profane  curfing  and  fwearing. 
iFor  thisusa  finnot  onlyof  a  mofthcjiious  nature,  but  above 
all  others  it  has  the  leall  temptation,  provocation,  or  induce* 
menu  The  apoIUe  mentions  feme  things  ufually  employed 
in  this  profanity.  ITiey  fwore  ••  by  heaven  and  by  earth." 
He  charges  them  to  beware  of  fuch  unprofitable  ofFcnces.  All 
common  ufe  of  the  names,  pities  and  attributes  of  God,  by 
exclamation  or  other^mfe  ;    all  abufes  of  the  facred  inRitucita 

,  of  an  oath  ;  and  all  rafh,  ill  and  impious  words  are  here  ea* 
prefftly  forbidden.  But,  "  let  your  yea  be  yea,  and  jour  say» 
nay;"  Let  the  whole  tenor  of  your  converfaticn  confift  of 
fimple  affirmations  or  negations.  This  is  abundantly  fufficieat 
to  afford  full  credit  to  die  words  of  chridians,  to  honcft  and 
upright  men.  Every  addition  of  abomination  always  depre. 
ciates  credibiUty.  And  the  more  of  this  is  fubjoined,  the  pcr- 
Ibn  readers  himfclf  Jcis  liable  to  be  believed.  This  purity  of 
convcrfaiiou  mull  be  maintained,  '*  left  you  ial]  into  condem- 
**  nation.*'  That  is,  letl  you  fall  into  the  condemnation  of 
ilich  who  lake  God's  aiimc  in  vain.  The  decljiratlon  of  the 
jud^c  «JtcriuI  is,  «<  lie  will  not  hold  him  gulhlefs."  *The 
profane  pcifcn  inuft  fall  i:micr  tJ^e  condemnati»ry  Tentcnce  of 
a  ^ic)bt:«I  i;iv^.  He  will  fuiely  be  j-uulilicd  with  an  awftj 
and  cvtilailitjg  pur.: liar. ei:t,  u.ilci's;  cle^rp  rcpcntiru  i  and  faith 
iu  the  ^:*»rpel  prcvtnf.  Wlitiefore  let  ail  be  fcrioufly 
eshoncd  to  walcli  againd  this  iiu,  that  ihty  pciilh  net  forever. 

The  counfet  hcr«  is,  «  abcvc  all  things  IVcar  ncs"  Tct  hew 


Tf     fare,  they  who  ad  in  direfl  contradlfUon  of  ^s  precept  p 
*](      '  mind  this,  the  lad  thing  in  the  world.     The  comznoo* 
n       of  the  pr&^lice  countenances  them  in  the  odious  tranl^ 
I       'on.     Perhaps  one  rcafon  for  the  reiterated  prohibitions- 
*       is  fin  in  the  divine  oracles  is^  tkit  it  is  in  a  peculiar  man^ 
DfEeniive  to  tlieniajefty  of  heaven,  argues  a  mod  virulent, 
iiempt  of  the  authority  of  God,  and  has  no  incitement  to  it 
ither  profit,  pleafure  or  honor.  A  proper  oath  is  a  devout 
i  religious  iniiitution  of  God,  whereto,  when  lawfully  called^ 
.' give  glory  to  his  name  as  an  omnifcient   and  omniprefeac 
^ehovah  ;,  but  common  and  profane  fwcaring  is  a  malignant^ 
•reflexion  upon  this  holy  ordinance,  it  is  trampliofir  under  foot 
an  inRitution  of  heaven,  and  doing  difpite  to  him,  whofe  honor 
an  oath  was  intended  to  promote*     It  is  a  facril^ious  aliena* 
lion  of  thofe  forms  of  fpeech,  which  ought  to  he   conitcratcd 
to  tlie  glory  of  God,  and  turning  them  to   the  moft  impious 
parpofes.  .  It  is  an  imitation  of  Helil.afar,  that  mooder  of  int. 
^ity,  who  commanded  the  holy  vefTels  of  the  temple  to  be 
Vrougbt  forth  to  grace  his  drunlccn  feail.     In  them  he  fud* 
desly   drank    his    laft.     So    tlie   impious    ought  to  fear» 
kfl  they  periih  with  profanity  in  tlieir  mouths*     Some  are  fo 
fonk  in  wickednefs,  that  they  cannot  tranfad  ufual  bufinefs,  or 
lelate  a  common  ftory,  without  intermingling  therewith  mul- 
titodes  of  profane  epithets.    If  yon  hint  a  dlilike  of  fuch  a  cum. 
ber  of  language,  or  the  dilhonor  done  to  God,  how  will  they 
immefltately,  and  perhaps  with  another  evil  word,  declare  that 
they  did  not  know  they  fwore.    There  are  others  who  are 
miy  iearaers  in  the  infernal  tongue,  and  dare  venture  no  far- 
ther than  to  lifp  the  language  of  hell.    This  may  be  filled  not 
^rearing  at  large,  but  by  contra^on.    This  kind  of  minced 
pTofanatiotnsy  to  fay  the  lead  of  them,  are  idle  words,  for  which 
an  accpint  muA. be. given  in  the  day  of  judgmen^    They 
snuft  originate  from  a  vain  and  thoughtlefs  heart,  and  czpo(e 
the  u&rt  of  them  to  condemnation.    Let  the  profane  tribe  of 
curfers  and  fwearers  attend  to  die  few  following  confidcta- 


^  • 


Firft,  eonfider  the  enmity  fuch  langui^  esprcdei '  agkmir 
tfie  glorious  and  fearful  name  of  the  blefled  God.  It  is  ma- 
Inng  hit  truth,  judice  and  omnifclencei  as  hr  as  is  in  the 
power  of  a  wretched  creatare»  to  attend  all  the  extravagances' 
of  an  ungoverned  pailion  and  unbridled  tongue.  From  whence 
can  fuch  wlckednefs  proceed,  but  from  carnality  of  nlind 
which  is  enmity  againft  God,  and  is  not  fiibjcA  to  his  law^ 
acilher  indeed  can  be.  Hence  the  Pfalmift  fajrs,  "  Thine  cn- 
«•  emies  uke  thy  name  in  vain."  As  iho*  none  but  the  cnemlei 
of  God  could  be  guilty  of  fuch  profanation.  There  is  no  luff 
fiithe  depraved  heart  can  be  gratified  by  this  iranrgreffion. 
itience  no  reafon  can  be  given  for  profaning  the  name  of  Je- 
Bovah,  but  that  fmners  delight  and  take  plcai\ire  in  fiin  for  ittf 
own  fake.  It  appears  to  be  a  mere  invention  of  Satan  to  op- 
pofe  the  commandments  of  heaven.  Perhaps,  if  there  ha^ 
iot  been  a  precept  of  God,  faying,  **  Thou  (haft  nOt  take  th^ 
**naraecfthc  Lord  thy  God  in  vain,"  the  evil  one  would 
not  have  thought  worth  his  while  to  have  introduced  this  vice 
into  the  world.  But  the  deftroyer  of  fouls  when  there  wa? 
nothing  in  the  corruption  of  man  to  incline  him  to  violate  thii 
commandment,  bcfino:  determined  to  oppofe  tfie  vhole  law  of 
God  by  every  mean*  that  was  poSible,  devifed  this  method  of 
common  and  profane  curdag  and  fwcaring,  and  inipircd  their 
(buls  wiih  the  polfonous  air.  Therefore  fwearing  is  of  all  vi- 
ces  the  rooft  inexcufable ;  it  is  a  tranfgreflion  abfolutcly  wil- 
ful without  any  caufe,  but  pure  hatred  to  God.  The  fihncr 
cannot  adduce  in  iu  favour  any  internal  propenCty,  nor  ex- 
ternal temptation.  Wherefore  let  fuch  finners  connder  ah3 
reflet  upon  the  extreme  folly  whiih  aggravates  tl^e  maligni- 
ty of  this  fin.  "  Be  not  deceived,  God  will  not  be  mocked." 
Shall  he  not  viCit  foi  fuch  things  as  thcfe  ? — Will  not  his  fcul 
be  avenged  on  fuch  outrageous  otfiendezs  ?^ — Yea,  when  the  day 
of  rccompencc  comes,  all  fuch  will  find,  ««  That  vengeance  is 
^  tne  Lord's  and  he  will  repay  it  according  to  his  word.'' 

Secondly,  eonfider  what  ftriking  evidence  profane  langtxiiq^ 


i<  jigkrnft  yoUf  that  70a  have  not  the  fear  of  God  before  y«w 
eyeft.     If  jou  neither  fear  (U^d  nor  regard  maRi  why  throm^ 
out  a  foolifh  iignal  of  yrtcr  abon)iti?ble  wiokednefs  to  all  that 
pafs  by  ?  Wli/  Piould  yon  declare  your  f:n  as  Scdonif  ori 
pabiiih  i^  abroad  that  Satan  is*  kmg  in  your  hearts  I  You  cer- 
tatnly   dare  not     proclaim  open  war  againft  hcaven»  ratfe. 
the  llandard  and  wave  the  banners  of  the  gloomy  prince  of 
rUrkiuTs*     Is  it  not  enough  that  yonr  hearts  arc  unholy »  with- 
cut  dii'plaring  to  tlie  world  that  you  are  both  fearlefs  and 
•:iaccieis.     When  Peter  was  accufed  oft^p  dreadful  crime  of 
bcin  tT  a  difcii^le  of  Chrift,  he  immediately  took  the  mod  effcdu- 
»1  method  CO  difprove  che  charge  ;  he  not  only  denied  tlie  fadp 
but  prefently  he  began  to  curfe  and  fwear  that  he  knew   not 
the  rii;in  ;  this  in  a  mcnnent  convinced  ar.dCier.ccd  his  accufers, 
for  wicked  4s  they  were,  they  knew  tliat  this  was  not  the  lan- 
guage of  a  follower  of  Jefus,     Let  none  take  occafion  from 
hence   to  iaiii.ite  this  unhappy  ezamplei    left    they  intend 
Jiereby  to  lignify  that   they^Uifown  Chrift  and  all  religion- 
Peter  vas  fooa  brought  to  bitter  repentance  ;  if  you  tranfgrcfi 
in  like  maniitfi  you  mult  loon  repent  in  brokennefs  of  heart  p 
and  bewail  your  cfFences  in  many  tear i»  or  be  loft  to  all  eter- 
r.iiy.     All>3w  me  to  befeech  you,  my  brethren^  in  all  the  bowels 
of  tcnJer  compaillon,  while  tliere  i&apofTibillty   of  your  be 
comfi;;  heirs  (f  heaven,  and  of  obtaining  an  inheritance  among 
the  fsiintsof  li^;ht,  that  youpir.ve  not  yourfclves  the  children 
of  deftru6(ron  by  fpeakrng  the  Imgnage  of  tlic^cgicnsof  daxk* 
fiefs.  Common  cnrfing  is  imprecating  evil   npon  ourfcivcs  cr 
others.     Tins  fin  is  an  eminent  inftance  of  the  degeneracy  and 
depravity  r.f  human  nature.  All  the  arches  of  iLe  infernal  domes 
rcfonnd  herewith.     There  is  nothing  but  cuifes  in  a  throng 
repetition  prayed  upon  themfelves  and  others,  upc<n   God  and 
devils  angels  and  nicR,  upon  heaven  and  hell.     Are  there  any 
f}  hiiidened  as  to  imitate  this  fpeech  before  they  del'cend  into 
(he  burning  pit  ?  O  how  brutifli  and  how   unnatural  is  it  to 
imprecate  ctnies  npon  ourfclves.     It  is  a  contradi^icn  to  the 
2r.«a- friBcipj&ctffclf  j^-rcfervation^and  a  violation  andanaf 


iSnilt  upon  felflore.  The  vay  devils  entretted  our  Saviour,  of 
whofe  power  they  were  not  igDorant,  not  to  tonnert  them  be- 
fore  the  time^  but  profaune  curfers  far  oatftnp  thefe  ;  they  feezn 
to  think  that  judgment  lingers,  and  their  damnation  ilambers  ; 
hence  the  only  prayer  ottered  from  their  moothi  is,  that  God 
would  damn  them,  or  At  devil  take  them.    Stop,  my  friends , 
and  ceafe  from  your  ii^ched  prayers  for  a  moment.    Ye  en- 
terprifers  in  iniqmty  !•— u  an  arreft  iflaed  from  th?  devil,  and 
the  flames  of  hell,  matters  of  indifference  or  pleafure  that  you 
fliould  court  them  ?  Are  the  torments  of  the  damned,  and  tho 
vengeance  of  Jehovah,  only  the  bugbears  ol  fancy,  or  the  va- 
fours  oi  brain  fickoefi,    that  they  pafii  over  you  with   the 
fliadows  of  the  night  I  Be  not  deceived,  the  judgment  of  God 
is  a  reality,  and  future  pnnifliment  U  no  Hftion,  and  if  you  per* 
fill  in  your  impious  courfes,  you  will  feel  too  late  what  you 
would  not  believe  in  time.     Is  it  not  enough,  that  you  are 
performing  every  day,  what  deferves  the  wrath  and  curfe  of 
God,  without  the  folicitons  breath  of  wifliiog  for  damnation 
before  your  time  ?  Once  it  was  the  heart  cutting  refle^'on  of 
a  criminal  under  the  gallows,  that  he  had  accnftomed  himfcif 
to  that  imprecation,  extremely    common   among  mankind, 
«  Let  me  be  hanged."   Now  fays  he,  *«  The  God  of  righteouf. 
**  nefs  hath  given  me  what  I  wickedly  and  thoughtlefly  de« 
«  fired," 

Tliu-dly,  thece  are  what  may  be  filled  profane  ejaenlations, 
which  do  not  (IriAly  fall  into  the  language  of  curfing  and 
fweanng,  yet  are  fo  nearly  allied  to  them,  that  it  is  not  proper 
they  fhould  be  emitted  in  a  difcoorfe  of  this  kind.  Pious  eja. 
cubtions  are  as  ufefol  as  pious  prayers,  and  frequently  employ- 
ed in  the  fcriptures  by  the  (ainu  for  the  purpofes  of  devotion. 
Yet  even  this  holy  pradice  is  perverted  into  bafe  profana* 
tion.  This  is  an  alienation  and  proQration  to  an  abominable 
life,  vhat  appears  to  have  been  conf:crated  to  religion.  I  feel 
hurt  to  humiliate  the  pulpit)  to  the  uttering  of  fuch  exclamations. 
This  defcemion  (hould  not  be  made,  but  the  l^pe  of  the  corrcc- 


tionof  this viced«niands  iL  One  crp  ttut,  «  O  Lord'/*  when  n» 
more  is  meant,  only  that  he  is  a  little  accidcntly  hurt*  Afto- 
ther  fays,  <«  God  knows,'' when  his  only  intention  is,  his  own 
ignorance  ;  a  third  exclaims,  •*  God  ble&  me,  God  help  me/' 
when  nothing  more  is  deGgned  than  an  ezpreflion  of 
finall  furprife.  I  muft  not  proceed  in  the  retail  of  thefe  nn« 
chriftian  interjeAions.<-«They  are  highly  offenfive  to  the  8a« 
preme  God,  proftrating  his  name  to  a  bye  word,  and  harden- 
ing and  dcftroying  onr  own  ibuls.  The  facred  nanse  ought 
never  to  be  pronounced  but  with  previous  thought  gnd  pro* 
found  reverence.  Such  exclamations  are  infults  upon  the 
third  commandment,  a  grofs  abufe  (d  the  ordinance  of  prayer. 
And  all  thefe  and  the  incalculable  Tariations  of  profanity,  are 
an  abomination  to  God  and  ruinons  to  the  fouls  of  men. 

Some  are  ready  to  excufe  therofelres,  that  they  never  afliime 
the  offienfive  ftile  only  when  they  are  in  a  paflion.  Intempe- 
tate  paffion  is  wrong,  every  fpecies  of  profanity  is  wrong  ;  and 
certainly  one  fm  can  never  make  an  atonement,  and  no  man  in 
his  rcafon,  can  venture  it  as  an  apology,  for  another. 

Others  excufe  themfelves,  that  they  would  not  be  believed 
without  fupporting  their  aflertions  with  an  oath.  This  is  a 
mod  precarious  and  dangerous  fupporr,  for  theie  improper 
annexations  always  leflen  credibility  with  the  rational,  wife  and 
judicioiis,  and  your  language  immediately  fuggefts  to  them, 
that  you  doubt  the  truth  of  your  own  declarations,  otherwife 
you  would  not  drag  in  thefe  unnatural  and  profane  aids* 

Some  excufe  themfelves  by  faying*  they  are  obliged  to  fwcar, 
to  maintain  their  authority,  and  to  ftrike  the  awe  of  obedience 
into  thofe  under  tlieir  commiinJ«  This  is  an  apology  always 
in  the  mouths  of  military  and  marine  officcxz^  Confider  tliat 
thefe  charaders  have  commanded  fleets  and  armies  wiihcnt 
an  oath,  and  have  maintained  a  better  difcipHoe  and  fubordi- 
nation,  than  thofe  from  whom  torrents  of  bluilerlrg  piofiiDi'.y 
have  cf  ntinually  Aowed- 


This  fabjcA  nvft  cWt.  Thofe  perfiMif  who  will  not  believe 
«od  be  dire^cd  bj  Chrift  and  his  apoftlet,  it  wpuld  be  the 
noft  prefuinptive  arrogance  in  me^  to  iuppcfe  aaj  cbing  I 
could  ikjf  would  produce  refbrmation. .  I  warmly  recommend 
mj  text  to  all  for  their  ftriout  confideration  and  amendment; 
if  this  proves  incffe^al»  mj  f<peble  endeavours  cannot  araiL 

*  But  above  all  things,  mj  breihren,  fiftfear  not,  neither  by 

*  hcaveut  neither  by  the  earthp  neither  bj  any  other  oath»  but 
^*  let  your  yeat  be  yea^  and  your  say^  juiy  ^  left  you  £J1  into 
*^  condemnation." 


k- 
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S  S  R  M  O  M    XV. 


TAt  Nature  and  Evil  of  Lying. 


tfwtbmitiUt  migthw i  fir  mfi Mn immhrt  9mi^an0ttir^ 


PERHAPS  no  Yirtoe  iadie  ivbok  fyficm  of  aiondity  hu 
bad  greater  encomimns  befiowcd  upon  it»  than  the  (jpcaUng 
•f  cmtfai  and  none  with  firiAerjnftict  hat  been  fobjcAed  10 
ig0fimiDj9  diigrace  and  cotttmqpCf  more  d^  the  op^jQit 
Tice.  For  Ijing,  however  much  it  maj  be  praaifed  in  the 
worldi  is  reckoned  a  very  baft  and  diflionorable  fin,  even  bf 
the  moft  of  finners  themfelTet.  Its  odious  and  dKefiable  evil 
Aems  to  be  imprefled  upon  the  minds  of  men  even  by  die 
light  of  nature.  The  deluded  Mahometans,  whatever  iadul* 
gence  they  grant  to  other  vices,  hold  this^in  the  utmoft  ab* 
horrence.  They  often  reproach  the  chriftians  with  it ;  and 
if  any  thing  wearing  the  complexion  of  faUehood  be  atulbu- 
ted  to  them,  they  very  pertly  reply,  **  Do  you  think  me  a 
^•chriftiaai"    Whataibrc  refledion  is' tlus  upon  our  holy 
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ifLgion  H—Bot  whittvtr  mmj  be  life  wicked,  deccttfiil  -uA 
abominable  condafk  of  ibmei  who  bear  the  ckrifttaa  iiaine» 
it  is  an  abfolnte  certainty  that  chriftianity  every  where  repro* 
bates  this  Tiee*  wad  ftanpi  it  with  aurks  of  the  utmoft  baf«> 
aefi  and  abhorrence.  Many  heathen  nations  have  enaftdl 
laws»  with  the  fevereft  puniftments  againft  this  inftance  of 
criminality.  Many  of  their  laws  were  formed  to  enjoin  upon 
parents  the  {importance  of  edocadng  their  children  m  ipealdag 
she  truth.  'Truth  comprchendi  in  it  a  siultitude  of  the  cardi- 
zulvirtaes»fuchasjuftice»hone(ly9  fincerity»  integrityt  good« 
ae&i  love  of  the  happineft  of  fociety.  Ice  So  lying  involves  in  it 
a  train  of  the  contrary  vieeSf  bjuftice,  diflionefty»  meannefst 

^  difhonor*  hatred  of  mankind*  and  almoft  every  thing  injurious 

'  te  eommunsties»  and  all  focial  intcrcourfe* 

Nothing  Arange  then  tluit  the  apoftle  under  the  influence  of 
£vine  in(ipiration»  fliould  warn  chriftians  againft  the  latter^  and 
xealonfly  exhort  them  to  the  pradice  of  the  fbrmeri  as  he  does 

^  in  the  words  of  our  text.  **  Wherefore  putting  away  lybg, 
^  fpeak  every  man  the  truth  with  nis  neighbour ;  for  we  are 

•  ^  members  one  of  another."  The  wotd  neighbour  here  mnll 
betaken  in  the  enlarged^latitude*  explained  by  our  Lordi  ex- 
tending tbthe  whole  family  of  mankind^  every  individual  of 
every  tribe,  nation  or  language  with  whom  we  have  any 
intercourft,  communication  or  dealings.  The  words  expref- 
ly  contain  in  tbem  three  things,  an  iirjunfHon  to  fpeak  the 
troth,  a  command  to  avoid  falfehood,  and  a  reafon  enforcing 
the  propriety  of xhus  conducing  onrfelves  in  all  our  conver£i^ 
lion  with  our  fellow  men.    To  this  method' your  attention  is 

•invited  in  the  cnfiung  difcourfe.  Wherefore  we  fhall  cn« 
deavour. 


FTriS;  lib  empixiey  lAte  icb  to  ipetfc  the  tnidi.><*'Si^ealr 

**  every  man  the  truth  ^th  Us  iiei{hlK>ur.''    • 

Secondljy  what  lying'  is  and' the  evil  of -it.  *<  Put  aiiaf 
«l/ing-'» 

Thirdly^  grve  Tome  reaibns  and  directions  againtl '  this  fin  of 
lying»andia  &Tour  oflpcakiog  die  truth.  **  For  wc'are 
*•  members  one  of  another.*^ 


Firft,  we  (hall  briefly  enqiure  what  it  is  to  fpeal!  the  tnith^ 
^  Speak  every  man  the  truth  with  his  neighbour.' 


»>- 


Trutli  contains  in  its  nature  an  intrinfic  beauty»  femething- 
excellent*  amiable  and  praife  worthy,  independent  of  all  laws 
and  external  rules,  therefore  ought  to  be  admired,  loved,  and 
frziStKtd  for  its  own  fake.  On  the  other  hand,  a  lye  com* 
prebends  in  iu  very  nature  moral  turpitude  and  bafenefs,  and 
therefore  ought  t«  be  avoided  for  its  odioufnefs,  and  abhorred 
lor  its  own  vilenefs.  But  it  is  not  my  purpofe  to  treat  either 
•f  this  virtue  or  vice  in  an  abftraA  or  metaphy  fical  way.  This 
would  not,  in  my  apprehenfiontend  much  to  the  edification  of 
a  common  chriftian  aflembly.  Neither  would  it  be  proper 
forme  to  follow  the  writers  of  moral  fyftems  upon  this  fub* 
jed,  and  explain  to  yon  what  they  mean  by  logical  and  phy* 
fical  as  diftinguiflied  from  moral  truth.  Phyfical  truth  is 
aothtngbut  ezprefling  the  reality  of  the  eziftence  of  things  as 
they  ftaad  in  our  conceptions,  or  in  the  view  of  our  judgments. 
Logical  truth  is  the  agreement  of  our  words  with-  the  reality 
of  things,  whatever  may  be  the  intention  of  mindr  A  peribn 
mayfpeakthat  which -i»- true,- when  he  does  not  intend  it. 
His  declaration  is  verified  in  fiiA.  liis  words  and  the  reality 
•f  the  thing  pcrfeftly  correlpond,  yet  thro'  ignorance  or  wil- 
falaeft  he  bad  a  pvpole  to  deceive.    But  moral  truth  is  that 


¥laA  lin(!^nmtii«iMhB»lttt«n<«<t^  our  MofiJenK 
tfon  at  thii  Uaie* 


Moral  tnidi  ii  Ae  agratiieit  of  em  nwli  tnd  nihdi, 
A&d  iriMD  oor  expreffioni  are  adapted  to  inform  thoTe  intk 
fpboiii  we^ipeaky  with  a  real  ioteiitioii  of  commnnieatiiig  to 
ttem  die  knowledge  of  thiags  as  thef  aio  iiMar  piVfa  ABiadi^ 
withoot  aajr  defiga  to  decetre,  this  is  moral  troth.  liThe  wordsr 
aiiad  and  intention  of  the  heart,  Wfaenjfhex  A  e^Hefpondf 
the  perfon  can  ncrer  be  faid  to  lye  ;  e^%p4iho'  in  tkis,te^ay 
Ipeak  that  which  is  not  true.    He  mnfik^Mj  ooAoalt  a 
miftake*  utter  an  error,  and  not  be  goilty  of  falfehood.    It 
may  be  faid  fuch  a  perfon  ought  to  haTe  been  better  informed 
before  be  (poke  $  this  is  readily  granted,  yet  he  delivers  what 
lie  conceives  and  belieres  to  be  true,  and  has  no  de(ign  of  de- 
ception, therefore  he  does  not  lye.    Perhaps,  it  may  be  a  fm 
in  him  not  to  have  his  underftanding  better  enlightened,  but 
while  his  words  digree  to  his  mind  and  judgmentf  however 
SBiftaken  or  erroneoas  he  may  be,  he  has  not  committed  the 
fin  of  lying.    There  are  many  who  are  ftiled  heretics,  who 
tea:h  dodrines  that  are  fibt  tme,  yet  they  are  never  denonii. 
Slated  liars.    Thro'  the  imperfe^on  of  human  nature,  in  our 
daily  converfo  with  men,  we  are  often  retailing  matters  which 
are  unfoonJed,  but  we  believe  them  to  be    tme  and  have  no 
intention  of  deceit,  therefore  all  that  can  be  faid  in  thofe  cafes^ 
vre  were  aiiinformed  or  miftaken.    Truth  is  a  declaration 
tf  thiags  as  they  really  exift  as  far  as  we  know  and  underftand» 
with  a  fineere  purpofe  of  heart  to  p  ve  jnft  informadon  to  thofe 
with  whom  we  converfe.    We  often  fpeak  of  matters  we  da 
90t  perfedly  underftand,  and  it  is  duty  to  do  fo  $  but  when  we 
communicate  the  knowledge  we  have,  that  is  all  that  is  reqni« 
red  of  us  in  the  mainuining  of  truth.    When  we  fay,  we  chinjb 
believe,  or  judge  a  thing  to  be  fuch*  all  we  do  in  this  cafe  is 
deUveiing  oor  own  thonghu>  opinioasy  or  jadgaentt  and  whe* 
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dMr  the  flitttr  be  triiaiidhfidic^  whik  nt  lunrt  bo  iatiatimi 
€£  deceit  we  cannot  be  (aid  to  Ijre. 

Having  thill  attemptid  to  deficribe  the  nanue  of  tnithv 
there  are  vaxiotts  inqiiiries  ariie  npon  the  diicnflSon  of  thii 
fiibjedt 

It  will  be  here  inquired,  are  we  bound  to  (peak  the  tradi  to 
all  who  aik  us  I  To  which  it  is  anfwered,  we  are  bound  aeTer 
to  lye.  But  tnftead  of  being  bound  to  fpeak  the  truth  to  all 
who  afk  us,  in  many  caTes^  we  are  not  under  obligation  to  fpeak 
at  all.  And  filence  is  often  the  beft  reproof  for  impertinent 
quedions.  And  when  it  is  deemed  expedient  to  make  fome  an* 
fwer  CO  qutnfls,  ic  may  be  coocl^ed  in  fuch  language  confif- 
tent  with  truth  as  will  afford  no  certain  information.    Da^d 

was  guilty  of  no  fin  when  he  feigned  himfelf  mad  before  the 
enemies  of  his  nation»  but  a  wife  (Iratagem  which  it  was  his 
duty  to  employ  in  thofe  circumflances.  Thus  our  Lord  made 
ufe  of  a  pcetaite<on  a  <«ertain  occaGon*  ^*  They  drew  nigh 
**  unto  a  nli^«4mher  they  wcnt»  and  he  made  as  tho'  he 
^  would  have  gone  farther/'  This  conceahsient  of  our  Sa- 
tIout's  purpofe,  in  pretending  to  go  farther  than  he  defigned» 
was  not  (inful,  but  a  lawful  pretence^  to  try  the  fxiendfliip,  a£- 
fc^ion  and  hofpitality  of  bis  difciples,  and  to  awaken  their  im 
portuDity  for  his  tarrying  with  them.  So  phyficians  may  ufe 
TarioDs  and  innocent  pretences  with  their  patients  to  induce 
them  to  take  medicine  to  heal  their  difeafes.  Thus  weak- 
minded  perfons  and  children  may  be  induced  to  do  things  for 
their  good,  which  otherwife  they  would  oot»  by  a  kind  of 
charitable  guile,  which  can  never  be  termed*fin. 

It  will  be  further  alked,  ait  we  obliged  at  all  times  to  teQ 
the  whole  truth  ?-»At  certain  feafonsy  and  when  we  are  pro- 
perly called  thereto,  this  becomes  an  indifpeniable  daty* 
But  at  times  a  concealment  of  the  wide -is  fit  andr^bt* 


Thns  Samtid  vu  ftttt  ea  an  inportuit  emuid  tto  Bcdife&ttfiV 
Qnder  pretence  of  offering  focrifice  to  an^t  another  kingbftead 
•f  Saul,  and  to  fave  his  life*  and  by  the  direAion  of  God  bimfeU, 
ke  was  to  nie  a  ftratageift  whereby  Sai^wat  deceived.    When 
Samoel  objeded  to  the  bufine(sr  i^ing,-  **  USanl*  hear  it  he 
M  will  kill  me.    The  Lord  (aidy  take  an  heifer  with  thee,  and  • 
^  bj,  I  am  come  to  facrifice  to  the  Lord.    And  call  JtSc  te 
**  the  &crifice9  and  I  will  ihew  thee  what  thou  (halt  do.'' 
Here  was  a  compleat  impofitioa  upon  the  reigning  fovereiga 
by  the  diredion  of  heaTen»  without  (in.— So  the  nidwiTes  of 
Egypt  deceived  their  civil  rulers,  and  were  recommended  and   ' 
rewarded  by  God  for  their  condnd.    They  told  part  of  the 
truth.    All  they  faid  was»  **  The  Hebrew  women  are  not  as 
^  Egyptian  women,  for  they  are  lively  and  they  are  delivered 
^  ere  the  midwivescome  unto  them."  This  was  uadoubtedly 
true.    The  one  would  delay  (ending  as  long  as  poi&ble,  and 
the  other  would  delay  coming.    Thus  the  officers  were  decei- 
ved  and  impofed  upon,  and  for  the  midwives  to  tell  the  whole* 
truth  in  all  its  circunoAances  was  not  tlieir  duty. 

It  is  timeto  proceed  to  the 

« 
Second  head  propofed,  which  was  to  (how  what  lying  is» 
and  the  evil  thereof,  «« put  away  lying.'*  Were  I  to  give  a 
definitioncf  lying  in  order  to  diftinguifh  it  from  error  and 
sxuftake,  I  would  fay,  it  is  fpeaking  aknou-n  falfefliood  in  or. 
der  to  deceive.  1 1  is  not  fpeaking  that  which  is  falfe,  when 
we  believe  it  to  be  true,  which  is  an  error  or  a  miftake  only  ;  it 
is  not  every  purpofe  to  deceive,  or  every  impofition,  that  is  fin* 
ful  and  wicked,  as  has  been  manifefted  ;  but  it  is  alTerting  a 
known  and  wilful  falfehood,  with  a  defign  to  deceive  and  im- 
pofe  upon  the  perfon  or  pcrfons  wh  o  hear  it.  This  compre- 
hends not  only  the  grofs  foru  of  lying,  but  likewife  all  the 
more  refined.    And  every  fpecies  of  lyingi  whether  ferious  or 
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joc^ft^i^hcdw  fa  jdl  or  tum^m  conJanocd  by  realbfit  by 
'iba  light  of  aattirc,  and  bj  uJHbrd  of  God. 

T^  erSt  of  tkb  beioons  iniquitj  are  fitat  and  many.  It 
'cmtraget  that  which  is  beaadful,  dilhonon  Godf  violatet  both 

law  and  gofpcU  poblf  iqures  (bcietyf  a  flagrant  infult  of  our 
'  fellow  men,  and  intails  certain  ruin  upon  the  immortal  fouL 

'Here  b  a  pidure  that  nothing  ean  exceed  for  deformity. 

It  outrages  that  which  is  beautiful*  Truth  contains  in  itt 
nature  intrinfic  beauty   and   fuperlative  excellency.    What 

more  amiable,  beautiful  and  excellent  than  truth  ?  God  is 
fUled  truth,  Jefus  Chriftt  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  is  the 
truth  and  the  life,  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  the  fpirit  of  (luth,  th9b 

'  holy  fcriptures  are  truth,  and  the  glory  of  all  creation  is  truths 
Now  what  can  be  a  greater  outrage  than  to  attempt  the  del* 
trudion  of  all  this  beauty,  worth  and  excellency  ?  But  this  is 
the  nature  and  tendency  of  every  falfehood.  How  inconceivta- 
Uy  dreadful  then  muft  be  its  evil  i  To  blot  out  all  the  glory  of 

'Created  and  uncreated  exifieuce  is  the  evil  genius  of  this  ini« 
quity. 

It  in  a  diftinguifluflg  manner  difhonors  God.  It  denies  his 
-oomifcience,  omniprefence,  and  almighty  power,  his  holinefi^ 
his  purity  and  his  juftice.  Mow  a  thing  of  fuch  a  nature,  muft 
be  an  infinite  evil  indeed.  But  this  is  the  awful  nature  and 
evil  of  lying  ;  hence  it  ought  to  be  held  in  abhonence  by  all 
the  children  of  men.  **  Puft  away  lying."  It  ought  to  be  the 
Ible  property  of  the  atheiftial  tribe,  and  none  others  ought  to 
intermeddle  with  it.  This  (hows  us  how  highly  it  reflcAs  dif- 
honor  upon  the  glorious  Jehovah,  his  exiftence  and  all  bis 
perfedions. 

It  is  a  violation  both  of  the  law  and  of  the  gofpel.    It  is  a 
tranfgreflion  of  the  ninth  commandment,  and  is  abundandy 
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condemjud  tfaroogbont  di^Bu  Tcftament  and  tlit  New. 
The  fonner  declarest  <*  Ye  ^pT  not  lye  one  to  anotbcr.  I 
^  hate  aai  abhor  a  lying  tongue  faich  the  Lord.  A  righteoui 
^  man  hateih  lying.  Let  lying  lips  be  put  to  filenc^  He 
» that  fpeaketh  lies  ihall  not  eicape,  he  fliall  perifli/'  The 
latter  fpeaks  in  the  fame  manner.  **  Lye  not  one  to  another 
<<(eeing  ye  have  put  off  the  old  man*  put  away  lying,'' 
Sat  there  would  be  no  end  of  retailing  the  tezu  relative  to 
this  matter.  Thus  you  fee,  it  is  a  violation  both  of  law  and 
goipely  therfore  ought  to  be  held  in  deteftation. 

It  is  a  grofi  injury  of  fociety.  The  tendency  of  lying  is  to 
dtftroy  all  human  convetiation  and  commerce,  and  to  intro- 
duct  xhfmQ^  pernicious  confeqnences  into  the  affairs  of  maft- 
Jdnd.  Let  truth  be  excluded,  and  men  can  neither  buy  nor 
fell,  nor  even  live  together*  It  is  ib  great  an  evil  to  fbcietyt 
diat  it  was  puniflied  with  death  among  the  ancient  Romans* 
If  any  was  conviQed  of  this  crini'*,  he  was  to  he  raft  from  tht 
Tarpian  rock.  It  breaks  the  ibcial  bands,  defeau  the  defign 
of  fpeech,  deftroys  all  confidence  between  man  and  maiH  and 
throws  the  world  into  turmoil,  confufion  and  defolatiom 

Lying  is  a  flagrant  idfult  upon  our  fellow  men,  a  dedani- 

tkm  that  they  are  not  worthy  of  the  troth ;  that  diffimulation, 

deceit  and  falfehood  are  only  proper  treatment  for  them* 

^Better  man  had  been  bom  dumb  than  employ  his  tongue  for 

b  horrid  and  bafe  a  purpofe. 

The  comple^on  of  its  evil  is,  it  brings  certain  ruin  upon 
the  immortal  foul.  Unlefs  deep  repentance  and  a  thorough 
reformation  prevent,  liars  muft  periih  ibyever.  And 
who  c;m  be  willing  to  dwell  eternally  In  devouring  flames,  to 
be  toffed  from  furge  to  fut^e  on  the  billows  of  Jehovah's 
wradit  throughout  endlefi  and  unwafting  ages  i  Their  habita- 
tim  Ihall  bcy  <<  That  tophetf  which  God  hath  ordained  of 
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<'  old  ;  he  hath  nude  it  deep  and  large ;  the  p9e  thereof  it  fire 
M  and  much  wood  ;  the  breaA  of  the  Lord  like  a  ftream  of 
«  brimftone  doth  kmdk  it.  God  Ihall  deRroy  them  that  fpeak 
««  kafing.  For  the  fin  of  their  mouth,  for  curfing  and  lying 
«  which  they  fpeak,  he  will  confume  them  in  wrath.  He 
«  that  fpcaketh  lies  (hall  not  efcapc,  he  (hall  pcrifh.  There 
•^  fhall  in  no  wife  enter  into  heaven,  any  thing  that  maketfa  ai 
<*  lye.  Lyars  ihall  have  their  portion  in  the  lake  that  bar- 
**  neth  with  fire  and  brimftone."  Thus  you  behold  com- 
pleat,  perfed  and  eternal  deftruftion  enuiled  upon  all  who 
are  guilty  of  this  fin* 

How  unfpeakably  great  and  aggravated  is  thif  iniquity  { 
It  is  an  abomination  tp  God  and  man.  He  who  can  count  the 
dropsof  the  ocean,  or  meafore  die  depths  of  belly  let  himdef« 
the  evil  thereof. 


I  proceed. 

Thirdly,  to  give  fomc  directions  againft  this  vice,  and  in 

fiivour  of  fpeaking  tne  truth,   **  For  we  are  members  one  of 

•>  another."    This  is  the  reafon  here  advanced  by  the  apo& 

de,  why  we  fliould  refrain  from  this  fin  and  fpeak  the  truth* 

We    are    members    defigned  for     the    fervice    and  bene* 

fit  one  of  another,  and  truth  is  a  debt  which  we  reciprocally 

•     owe,  and  have  a  right  to  ezpei5t  from  each  other.     Of  whate- 

Tcr  body  we  account  ourfelves  members,  or  to  wliatever  fociety 

T^XP'C  belong,  tlie  argument  againft  lying,  and  in  favour  of 

\^peaking  truth  is  ftrong  and  cogent.     If  we  are  members  of 

the  churchy  to  which  thefe  words  evidently  refer,  we  ought  to 

love,  efteem,  and  be  ferviceable  to  each  other.     But  nothing 

more  contradicts  this  purpofe  or    defeats  our  ufefulnefs  and 

fervice  than  lying.     What  charader  more  abfurd  than  a  ly* 

ing  chriftian  ?  He  is  a  ftain  to  his  profefljon,  a  fcandal   to 

the  church,  and  a  difgrace  to  himfelf.     A  chriftian  and  a  liar 

if  at  snconfiftent  as  light  and  darknefs.     If  we  confider  purr 

X 


*'-felves  mcDibers  of  civil  focictj,  the  reafon  ftands  in  fall  force 
Again  ft  this  fm.  Where  truth  is  not  maintained^  efTential 
injury  accrues  to  the  communitf.  Hereby  we  deftroy  our 
4jfcfiilnefs  in  the  world,  and  expoft  ourfelves  to  the  contempt 
of  men.  A  liar  is  a  nuifance  in  the  commonwealth  ;  and  no 
charadlcr  canics  more  odioufnefs,  mcannefs  and  bafcnefs  thaft 
this. 

Now,  my  hearers,  let  us  avoid  and  abhor  this  vice,  which 
is  hateful  in  its  nature  and  dreadful  in  its  confcqucnces.— - 
Wherefore  to  put  away  lying  let  us  be  dirccled  to  beware  of 
guilt.  A  fenfibility  of  guilt  will  invent  lies  to  fcrcen  its  cri- 
minality. When  perfons  do  that  which  they  are  afhamed 
(hould  be  difcovered,  they  will  employ  falfliood  for  its  conceal- 
tnent.  'They,  as  it  were,  repair  to  the  devil  to  entreat  Ifiim  to 
defend  and  cover  his  own  works.  If  we  would  avoid  being 
reduced  to  fuch  miferable  (hifts,  let  u$  guard  againft  deceit- 
fulnefs,  diilimulation,  and  every  thing  that  wears  tlie  i^ppf^ar* 
ance  of  a  lie. 

Let  us  be  direfied,  to  poflefs  eur  hearts  with  an  holy  fear 
and  reverence  of  God.  llie  fear  of  man  is  often  an  induce- 
ment to  this  fin.  This  makes  children  and  fcrv:irits  Ive  to  ct 
cape  Oiame  and  puniftiment.  Whenever  it  is  detected,  they 
fhoiild  be  punlflied  with  marks  of  diftin^ion.  We  fhould 
conGder  that  God  is  always  prefent  witli  us,  his  eye  is  upon  us 
and  to  him  we  muft  give  an  account.  Wc  may  deceive  men* 
but  wc  cannot  impofe  upon  tlie  omnifcient  God.  «*  Fear  him 
<*  who  is  able  to  deftroy  both  foul  and  body  in  hell.**  Let  us 
remember,  when  wc  atten^pt  to  efcapc  any  danger  by  a  lye, 
M'e  always  eipofe  ourfelves  to  that  which  is  infinitely  greater. 

•f 

Let  us  be  diredled  to  fubdue  our  pride  and  cultivate  humili- 
ty, would  we  avoid  this  olFenfive  evil.  Pride  will  tempt  fbme 
to  1/e,  t)  pr<;iir:>  knuwleJge  ihcy  never  had,  to  have  perfor- 
in t  J  exploits  ths;/  never  dld|  in  order  to  exhibit  themfeives  in 
an  exaluiJ  point  of  light.    .Let  us  beware  of  covctoufnefb* 


# 
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woul^  we  guard  agamd  this  fin.  A  covetous  man  adeems  a 
lye  an  eafy  way  to  the  acquiddon  of  gain.  The  prophet's  fer- 
rant  Gchazi,  was  it  not  covetoufnef^  that  formed  him  to  be  9 
fuch  an  adept  in  lying  ?  Pride  and  covetou^eHi,  confpired  to- 
gether to  induce  Annanias  and  Sapphira  to  lye  to  the  Holy 
Ghod,  even  to  God.  They  hoped  to  obtain  the  fame  of  mod 
charitable  chriflians,  while  they  chofe  to  lye,  rather  than  part 
with  their  property.  The  awful  judgments  of  heaven- fell 
fnddenly  upon  them^  to  be  a  warning  to  all  againft  pride,  co* 
Vetoufnefs   and   falfehood. 

Another  important  dire<Elion  fhould  be  to  truft  in  God  at 
all  times.     Di(biift  in  the  Lord  and  lying,  often  accompany 
each  other.     Was  it  not  this,  which  caufed  Jacob  to  lye  in 
•rder  to  obtain  the  blefling  ?  Had  he  trufled  in  the  divine  pro- 
mife»  he  would  have  obtained  it  without  that  bafe   and  finful 
afteafure  of  pra^ifing  deceit  upon  a  blind  and  aged  parent." 
His  lying  and  diflimulation  botli  in  words  and  actions  are  be- 
yond the  powers  of  defcription.— Would  we  avoid  this  (In  let 
m  maintain  a  tender  confcience,  a  confcience  void  of  offence 
towards  God  and  man.     Let  us  have  our  confciences  made 
tender  by  the  fpecial  grace  of  the  gofpel  ;  let  us  imbibe  the* 
.temper  of  Chrift  Jefus  ;  ever  live  under  the  government  of  our 
holy  religion  ;  cloath  ourfelvcs  with  truth  as  with  a  garment ;. 
dwell  in  her  chambers,  delight  in  her  walks  and  take  pleafure  - 
in  all  her  ways.     Let  us  love  the  truth  and  continually  adhere 
to  it.     Let  our  text  be  imprefTed  upon  our  hearts,  be  written 
Upon  our  memories,  and  never  be  forgotten  or  negle^led  by 

us*     "  Wherefore  putting  away  lying,  fpeak  every  man  truth 
M  with  bis  neighbour  i  for  wc  arc  members  one  of  anotlier.'' 
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SERMON    XVI. 


The  Horrid  Evil  of  a  Backbiting  Tongue. 


Ffidnis  XV •  3-  He  that  hackHtetb  not  nuith  bh  tongue^  nor  docth 
tvit  to  his  neighhttTf  mr  tsketh  uf  a  reproach  againji  bis  migh^ 
hour* 

AMONG  the  qtteftions  circulated  in  the  worlds  certainly 
none  can  be  propofed,  which  it  is  more  our  dut^  and  intereft 
to  be  capable  to  anfwer  than  this,  to  wit,  who  are  the  fiivou* 
rites  of  God,  and  (hall  dwell  in  heaven  forever.  The  prdent 
friendfhip  and  eternal  enjoyment  of  Jehovah  is  without  con- 
troverfy  a  matter  of  the  greateft  importance.  The  treafures 
of  Croefusy  and  the  extenfive  dominions  of  Alexander,  when 
weighed  in  the  fcales  of  the  fanduary,  in  this  comparifont 
tekel  muft  be  their  infcription.  For  what  could  it  profit  a 
man  to  gain  the  whole  world  and  lofe  his  own  foul  ?  In  this 
Pfalm  we  have  the  charaders  and  heirs  of  heaven  dxawn  by 
the  pencil  of  perfe(5lion.  The  delineation  is  performed  by  God 
himfelf.  He  is  here  introduced  anfwering  this  dignified  quei^ 
tion,  **  Lord,  who  Hudl  abide  in  thy  tabernacle  ?  Who  fhall 
^  dwell  in  thy  holy  hill  ?'    By  tabernacle  here  is  undoubted- 
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ly  meant  tbe  cbarch  in  this  world.  The  tahernicle  was  built 
fer  the  worfhip  of  God  in  the  wildemefsy  and  continued  the 
refidence  of  the  divine  glory  till  tbe  ercdion  of  the  temple 
therefore  it  here  evidently  intends  the  church  militant.  By 
holy  hill  is  meant  the  holy  hill  of  Zion^  which  was  emblemati  • 
cal  of  the  celeftial  ftate^  or  the  church  triumphant  in  heaven. 
Hence  the  queflion  divefted  of  its  figures  is  this,  **  What  is 
tbe  character  of  the  perfon  who  is  a  true  member  of  thy 
church  on  earth,  and  who  is  he  that  (hall  be  admitted  to  dwell 
with  thee  in  the  regions  of  felicity  forever  ?"  To  which  th^ 
Mod  High,  vouchfafes  to  give  the  foUpwing  reply.  Firft, 
«•  He  that  walketh  uprightly."  He  whorefpcdls  and  loves  and 
confciencioufly  endeavours  to  walk  in  all  the  commandments. 
Secondly,  "  And  worketh  righteoufncfs."  He  employs  him- 
felfin  thofe  a<fls  of  duty,  faitbfulnefs  and  juflice  which  he 
ought  to  perform  to  God,  himfelf,  and  his  neighbour.  Thirdlyt 
•*  And  fpcaketh  tlic  truth  in  his  heart."  He  avoids  lying  lips^ 
bis  words  pronounce  his  intention,  exprefs  his  purpofe  and  agree 
to  his  thoughts  and  judgment.  Then  our  text  is  introduced  as 
a  further  defcription  of  the  good  man.  *'  He  that  backbite tli 
*^QOt  with  his  tongue,  nor  doth  evil  to  his  neighbour,  nor  ta« 
^  keth  up  a  reproach  againd  his  neighbour."  He  is  not  one 
who  {landers  his  neighbour,  or  takes  the  advantage  of  his  ab- 
'  fence  to  vilify  or  depreciate  his  chara^er  ;  he  wilfully  injures 
him  not  in  name,  peribn  or  property  ;  he  does  not  eafily  take 
up  tales  of  reproach,  or  propagate  them  to  his  neighbours 
hurt. 

Whofoever  fancys  himfelf  to  be  religious  and  his  heart  and 
li£e  is  not  in  a  habitual  meafure  conformed  to  this  defcription, 
let  him  fear,  tremble,  repent  and  reform,  left  he  ihould  net 
be  fit  to  enter  into  the  tabernacle  of  God  on  earth,  and  be  ex<^ 
eluded  from  the  glorious  privilege  of  becoming  a  citizen  of  the 
heavenly  hiU  of  Zion.  That  which  eommands  our  attention 
at  preicnt  is  tbe  evil  and  danger  of  a  backbiting  tongue*    This 
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is  not  an  evil  peculiarly  incident  to  the  openly  ungodly  5  but 
many  who  are  ftridt  in  their  morals,  many  profcffors  of  chrif- 
rianity,  and  Ibme  who  make  a  high  prcfcllion  of  an  experi- 
mental acquaintance  with  religion,  ftand  in  exceeding  need  of 
inftrudlion,  corredion  and  reproof  upon  this  head.  One  branch 
of  the  charadcr  of  him  who  is  intitled  to  heaven  is,  that  he 
backbiteth  not  witli  his  tongue.  Confidcr,  this  is  only  a  part  of 
the  defcription  of  an  holy  perfon.  Perhaps  fome  may  be  free 
from  this  vice,  yet  allow  themfclves  in  others  which  muft  ex. 
dnde  them  from  the  celeflial  blifs.  But  it  is  abfolutely  cer- 
tain, all  who  prevailingly  indulge  themfclves  in  this  iniquityi 
whatever  their  profeffion  may  be,  or  however  orderly,  regu- 
lar and  circumfpecl  in  other  refpe<fls,  they  will  nevrr  enter  into 
the  holy  hill  of  Zion.  The  adjudication  and  ccniurc  may 
fecm  fevcrc,  but  it  is  not  mine,  but  God's.  Some  will  be  rea- 
dy here  to  exclaim,  if  this  be  true,  who  then  can  be  faved  ? 
The  fcriplures  teach  us  that  few  are  faved.  The  number  of 
faints  is  comparatively  fmall ;  and  charity  mnft  have  a  broad 
mantle,  and  cover  a  multitude  of  infirmities  and  fins,  even  to  . 
c©llcft  thefe  few.  We  muft  hope  favourably  of  many,  who 
tranfgrefs  in  this  matter,  that  it  happens  in  the  hurry  of  con- 
verfation,  their  inattention,  and  not  from  wilful  and  malignant 
defign.  Decent  chriftians  will  not  commonly  curie  or  fwear, 
yet  it  is  hardly  known  or  confidered  by  them  as  an  evil  to 
backbite  a  neighbour.  If  a  proftiFor  of  rcligicni,  or  even  a 
man  of  common  reputation  was  to  fteal  his  nci^;I;boui's  goods, 
we  would  be  furprifcd  and  (hocked  ;  but  we  (land  by  and  hear 
him  dcflroy  his  neighbour's  chara^cr  and  good  name,  and  a 
feeling  of  difapprobation  hardly  arifcs  in  our  hearts.  The  old 
adage  is,  a  common  vice  is  commonly  overlooked.  lie  who 
lleaLi  my  money  takes  only  trafh,  but  he  that  robs  me  of  my 
good  name  is  an  afTaflin  and  flabs  me  to  the  heart. 

Wherefore  to  be  explicit  and  plain  upon  this  fubje«5l,  for  onr 
inftrudiim  and  reformation,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  lay  before  ycu 
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Krft,  when  we  may  lawfully  fpcak  of  die  faults  of  our 
-tieighbours  iu  thdr  abfence  n^ithout  being  guilty  of  the  fin  of 
.backbiting. 

Secondly,  explain  to  you  wherein  backbiting  confifts. 

I'hirdly,  attempt  to  exhibit  to  view  the  evil  and   danger  of 
this  dn.    As. to  the 

Firft,  it  wiU  be  a  delineatiot^  of  what  is  not  baclbbicing,     It 
may  ht  a  duty  to  fpeak  of  the  fault?  of  others  in  many  inflanc^ 
behind  their  backa.     To  tell  to  his  brother   various  evils   in 
love  and  chriftian  privacy  in  hopes  of  conviiicing  hirt  of  his 
wrpng;;  there  is  nothing  of  evil  in  this,  but  a  hope  of  convin- 
cinghitnof  hiserror  or  miftkke,  and  bringing  him  to  friend- 
(hip  and  Tfconciliarlon.  •  If  after  private  confcrrence,  and  the 
4i€er-ncc  U  not  adju(led>  we   take  two  or  three  friendly  and 
cbriftian  nfelghbours  40  fettle  the  difficulty,   and  the  matter 
be  related  tJ  them  ;  all  tlils  can  never  be   termed  backbiting. 
We  may  lay  the  faults  of  a  ntigbbour  before  the  church  or  the 
dvil  jniigiftrat3,  and  retail  all  we  have  to  fay  behind  his  back, 
which  we  are  afterwards  to  prove,  and  this  can  never  be   con- 
ftrued  as  (lander  cr  backbiting.     When  it  is  ufeful  to   the  prc- 
ieifation  of  ar.otlicrs  property,  when  we  fee  friends  enticed  into 
the  company  of  knaves  and  villains,  by  whom  they   may   be 
mined,  it  is  our  iliity  to  flute  to  them  the  characters  of  ihcfe 
by  whom  they  may  be  cnfnarcd,  and  to  warn  rhcni  againll  the 
dangerous   ccnne6lion.     When   we   know  of  a  combination 
againfl  od^cr;;,  or  confpiracy  againft  good  govtrnment,  to  re- 
frain frcm  difcovcry  of  private  or  public   injury,   tho*  bthind 
the  backi  of  the  defigners,  would  not  only  be  v.  run^  but  ;i  grcfs 
iniquity.     It  would  be  an  offence  againft  reafon,  againfi.  focicty, 
againfl:  God  and  man  ;  and  he  who  charges  himfelf  with  ihe 
concealment,  becomes  a  culprit  equal  with  the  prl:.cli':il. 

Moreover  when  by  »nrearonablc  fcirjndi.icr.ion,  wrong  is 


thrown  upon  the  innocent,  and  the  innocent  is  compelled  to  re- 
crimination^ he  ftands  acquitted  £nd  vindicated  at  the  bar  of 
reafon  and  of  God* 

Further,  when  the  notorious  iniquity  of  any  imdividualf 
hath  ercifted  fuch  a  beacon  of  warning,  that  his  crimes  camot 
be  hid,  has  fbrfeted  all  reputation,  and  his  conduA  tranfcends 
the  rules  of  concealment,  duty  to  our  families  and  others  is 
not  to  hide  luch  a  character.  Duty  in  this  cafe  is  to  gire 
warning  to  othcris  to  avoid  the  abominable  example. 

Moreoveri  \then  called  to  give  a  narrative  of  public  faAs^ 
fallen  nnder  our  o^n  obfervatioUf  fuch  as  rebellion,  blafpliemft 
murder,  perjury,  cruelty.  Ice.  and  to  give  in  the  names  of 
offending  abfentees,  this  is  right  and  duty.  Alas,  how  mwif 
blaze  forth  the  failings  of  others  without  occafion,  and  intrude 
themfelvcs  into  the  office  of  backbiters,  to  their  own  dctri* 
mcnl  and  the  eiceeding  unhappinefs  of  fociety. 

Secondly,  I  am  to  exphiln  wherein  this  evil  of  backbidng 
eonfifls. 

Firfl,  if  perfons  fprcad  abroad  the  faults  of  their  neighbourSi 
when  they  ought  previoufly  to  have  mentioned  them  to  them, 
felvcs  ;  and  proceeded  according  to  the  rules  of  reafon  and  the 
gofpcl,  for  reclaiming  a  brother.  In  violation  of  friendfliip^ 
neighbourhood  and  chriftianity,  how  many,  and  that  religion* 
ids  too,  will  tell  a  fault  real  or  fuppofed,  to  almoft  every  body, 
and  never  mention  it  to  the  perfon  himfelf  ?  This  is  deftroy* 
ing  a  nciLgbour,  wounding  his  fame,  and  backbiting  w  iih  the 
keened  fsvcrity. 

Secondly,  when  pcrfcns  fpcak  of  the  failin?  of  others  in 
in  tlicir  abfence,  witli  apparent  plcalure  and  delight,  conceal 
their  good  qualities  and  d\^  upon  and  magnify  their  evil 
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cues.  It  is  very  common  to  profefs  forrow  for  hearing  of  tht 
«9ticondu<!l  of  otkcrsy  while  plcafure  is  exhibicsd  in  retailing 
the  unhappy  ftory.  Let  the  report  be  true  or  otherwife,  thet 
retail  is  generally  grois  backbiting.  The  reporting  the  evil 
hat  no  tendency  to  amend,  but  to  injure  the  chnrader  and 
fpread  the  evil  of  his  name.  Were  it  not  for  the  latent  expec- 
tation of  this  kind,  to  render  the  peifon  more  contemptible  2nd 
t)d20US|  they  would  be  entirely  filenti 

Thirdly,  when  perfons,  to  fpend  a  vacant  hour,  and  to  en- 
tertain their  company,  fill  up  the  time  with  impertinently  con- 
verfing  of  the  faults  and  infirmities  of  their  neighbours.     Tliis 
is  often  done  merely  for  the  diveifion  and  amufement  of 
others,  yet  hereby  they  (lain,  if  not  flab,   their   neighbour's 
reputation.      When   fuch  fpeechcs  flow  from  pafllon,  envy, 
prejudice,    faflion,    hatred,   or    to    exalt    thcmfelves,  it    is 
certain,  that  is  a  backbiting  tongue.    And  when  the  language 
cxprefTes  things  devious   from    the   tiiuh,  magnifying  fmall 
failings  as  is  frequently  the  cafe,  concealing  all  that  is  worthy  3r 
and  good,  and  exhititing  only  feme  dcfcrynities,  tliis  has  alio 
the  fm  of  lying,  ilandtTing  and  reproaching   annexed  to   it. 
It  has  been  generally  remarked,  thofc  who  are  much  addl(5led 
to  backbiting,  rarely  avoid  lying.     But  here  peihaps   it  will 
be  aikcd,  may  we  not  fpcak  evil  of  that  which  is  evil,  and  Rate 
every  thing   as  it  truly  is  ?  It  is  readily  granted,  that  we  are 
not,  under  a  miftaken  notion   of  charity,   to  fpeak  a  kno\\Ti 
falfehood,  ttiming  a  iDiin's  vices,  virtues;  but  we  are  to   be 
very  cartful  refpc^llng  the  fpcaking  evil  of  others.     Whon  we 
are  about  to  dilicover  ihc  faults  of  our  ncigbours,  we  ought  to 
confider,  whether  we  are  duly  called  hereto,  whether  we  arc 
entering  upon  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  God  or  fccicty.     If 
confidcration  was  pi:i<nircd,  it  would  put  a  ftop  to  much   of 
the  backbiting  that  is  in  the  world.     But  fome  will  fay,  may 
we  not  tell  fuch  things  which  honed  and  religious  perions  re- 
port.    This  mud  not  be  done  without  fufficient  evidence  and 
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«a  foScient  calL  Hewef  er  honeft  and  tdigltixs  a  peribn«Mif 
bet  we  maft  not  unitate  him  in  things  chat  «re  eril  or  wrong. 
Sappofe  a  good  man  (honld  abafe  anothery  which  has  oftoa 
happened,  could  the  injuxe  d  peifon  be  willing  that  all  Iboold 
fMow  that  good  man's  example,  and  abnCe  him  likewift* 
Surely  not,     I  proceed. 


Thirdly,  to  attempt  to  exhibit  to  view  the  evil  and 
of  this  fin.  Is  there  need  of  faying  any  thing  farther  after  (bow- 
ing what  backbiting  is.  The  odious  charaAer  ever  one  will 
condemn.  Yea,  a  backbiur  himfelf,  would  probably  be  high- 
ly offended  to  have  this  vice  imputed  to  him.  Why  will  per- 
fons  indulge  themfehres  in  the  evil  pradice  when  they  abhor 
the  name  ?  None  would  chafe  to  be  reproached  themfelves^ 
why  then  will  they  reproach  others  ?  Some  have  fuppofed  that 
backbiting  is  a  term  borrowed  from  the  deteftable  nature  of 
poifonous  ferpents  or  mgly  dogs  which  will  flyly  bite  a 
roan  when  his  back  is  turned,  but  were  his  face  towards 
them,  they  would  flee  from  him.  How  awful  is  the  evil,  to 
find  this  vile  and  odious  difpofition  in  any  of  the  children  of 
men  ?  And  efpecially  to  perceive  any  tindure  of  it  among 
thofe  who  profcfs  to  be  followers  of  the  Lamb  of  God.  The 
very  nature  of  the  fin  itfclf  ought  to  raife  the  deteftation  of  all 
againfl  it.  The  Aipreme  Jehovah  himfelf  hath  forbidden  it 
in  the  mod  cxprcfs  terms.  Jt  is  enumerated  aroongft  the 
grofTed  and  mod  henious  tranfgrefllons.  It  is  made  the  evi- 
dence of  a  teprobatc  mind,  andthe  charadler  of  fuch  whom 
God  chiefly  abhors.  When  St.  Paul  makes  up  a  catalogue  of 
the  mod  abominable  offenders,  backbiters  are  ranked  among 
murderers,  haters  of  God,  &c.  On  the  other  hand,  the  avoi* 
ding  of  this  fin  isconditutcd  an  evidence  of  one  who  is  appro- 
ved ot  the  Mod  High,  and  Iball  dwell  with  him  farever. 
"  Lord,  who  Hiall  abide  in  ihy  tabeinadc,  who  (hall  dwell  In 
"  thy  holy  hill  ?  He  that  backbiteth  not  with  his  tongue, 
''^  nor    dodi    evil    to    his    ncij>hbour,    cor    takeih    up    a 
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^  Ttprotck    agsinft    his   ndghboar.''     The    holy  apoftfr^ 

when    he    (harply    rebukes    the    Corinthians   for    various 

Qfiences  among  thenii  he  recounts  this  as  one.      *^  I  fear,  fays 

''he,  when  rcome,  I  (hall  not  find  you  fuch  as   I  would,  and 

**  that  I  (hall  be  found  unto   you  fuch  as  ye  would   not,  left 

^  there  be  debates,  (Irifes,  backbitings  &c.*'     Let  all  bitternefs, 

^  clamour  and  evil  fpeaking  be  put  away  from  you,  with  all 
^  malice,  and  be  kind  one  to  another  and  tender  hearted.'' 

It  is  a  fin  in  a  fpecial  manner  gratifying  to  Satan  ;  it  affimi- 
lates  to  him  ;  he  is  full  of  malice  and  backbiting,  and  fpeak* 
ing  evil  of  a  neighbour  are  works  which  are  fuited  to  his 
malignity.  Shall  chriftians  and  thofe  who  enjoy  the  light* 
•f  the  gofpel,  employ  their  tongues  to  perform  the  hellifli 
inidgery  of  the  dcftroyer  of  fouls.  Forbid  it  beaveo,  forbid 
it  eternity. 

Moreover,  whofoever  allow  thtmfelves  in  this  fin,  it  argues 
a  want  of  due  tendemefs  and  chriftian  affedlion.  Love  Cpesi- 
Ibcth  no  evil  of  its  neighbour,  neither  doth  it  open  his  faults 
without  a  cauie.  It  will  rather  cover  infirmities,  and  will  nor 
yropagate  (lander  or  carry  about  evil  reports.  It  is  likewif^ 
evil  which  tends  to  deftroythe  hearers,  love^and  thus  to  ruia' 
th^  immortal  fonk*  If  the  backbiter  underftood  himfelf,  he 
woold  acknowledge  this  to  be  his  defign^  to  banifli  love  from 
die  human  breafti  and  to  introduce  in  its  room,  hatred,  mali<^e 
and  ill  will,  and  all  the  infernal  train  of  odious  pafiions  and 
feelings.  When  one  perfon  wiOies  another  to  become  an  ob- 
jtSt  of  hatred,  he  does  not  dire<511y  intreat  a  man  to  hate  his 

neighbour  ;  but  he  makes  fuch  a  reprefentation  of  his  charac 
ter,  as  excites  difguft  and  brings  on  a  diflike  of  him.  It  tends 
much  to  the  injury  of  thefpiritual  interefls  of  him  of  whom 
the  reproaches  arc  uttered  ;  for,  generally,  he  will  by  fome 
xneadis  hear  of  them.  Backbiting  is  ufually  accompanied  with 
ta^bearing.  Were  it  not  for  the  latter  the  former  could  not 
do  half  the  mifchief  it  does.  The  one  danders  and  the  other 
%reads  the  evil  rqK>rt. 


The  confeqvtendes  of  a  backbiting  tongu«  are  frcqueotlf 
dreadful.  It  ra/ely  fails  to  be  a  peace  breaker  ;  it  iHrs  up  envy 
an  J  revenjr*  ;  fsts  neighbour  ag^iin.l  neighbour,  anJ  brother  a- 
gaind  brother.  When  a  perfon  is  reproached  he  often  is  tempted 
to  exert  all  the  power  of  malicious  invention  to  retort  the  injury. 
It  has  brought  on  duels,  bloodfhed  and  murder.  Many  chur- 
clys  and  {bcieties  have  been  totally  ruined  hereby.  Many 
fightings,  and  defolating  wars,  hath  it  proiiuced.  It  has  dell 
troycd  kingdoms  and  fcattered  nations.  And  what  is  word  of 
ally  it  has  funk  thoufands  and  tensof  thoufands  of  fouls  to  hell 

A  few  diredlions  to  caution  us  againd  thb  atrocious  rice 
(hall  conclude  this  difcoarfe. 

Fir  ft,  let  lis  maintain  a  life  of  brotherly  love.  Love  your 
neighbour  as  youi Telf.  He  who  obfcrves  this  rule  will  never 
be  guilty  of  this  oflFw'nce.  No  man  will  reproach  or  fpcak  evil 
of  himfclf.  When  we  are  tempted  lo  this  fin,  let  us  put  our" 
felves  in  the  place  of  the  perfon  whom  we  would  backbite,  and 
afk  ourfelves,  whether  we  would  be  well  pleafed,  if  another 
fliAuld  talk  in  the  fame  manner  of  usv  This  condud  wjuld 
prove  a  fovereign  antidote  againft  this  evil. 

Secondly,  let  us  watch  narrowly  whether  intereft  or  paflion 
does  not  influence  us  to  fpeak  againft  our  neighbour.  Sel6(h* 
nefs  will  prompt  us  t»  commit  this  fm,  and  dirpole  us  to  jufti- 
fy  our  iniquity.  Let  us  guard  againft  f^rlfilTinefs  as  a  dange« 
rous  thing,  and  the  fource  of  innumerable  mifchicfs. 

Thirdly,  let  us  ever  bear  upon  or. r  minds  an  habitual  fenfe 
of  the  malignant,  and  dangerous  nature  of  thii  impie:y.  It  had 
a  great  hand  in  putting  to  death  the  Lord  of  glory.  He  was 
called  a  deceiver,  a  devil,  a  blafphemer,  a  friend  cf  publicans 
and  finAeri,  therefore  he  was  not  fit  to  live  ;  away  with  him  ; 
crucify  him,  crucify  him.  This  had  an  high  hand  in  the 
death  of  the  apoftles ;  it  ftyled  chem^  peftilcnt  fellows,  movers 
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«f(editton,  toroersof  the  world  upfide  down*  fte.  and  tftot. 
contirbated  largely  to  their  death.     It  has  had  a  full  part  iiv 
the  murder  of  all  the  martjrs  ia  all  ages.     Theie  things  (hould 
engage  chridians  to  aroid  this  abomination. 


Fourthlf,  frown  upon  and  difcoontenance  this  fm  in  others* 
and  it  will  be  an  excellent  prefcrvative  againft  it  in  yourfelTes^ 
"  As  the  North  wind,  fairh  Solomon,  drivcth  away  rain,  fo 
•*  doth  an  angry  countenance  a  backbiting  tongue/'  Better 
we  never  had  tdngues  than  employ  them  for  fuch  deftrudive 
purpofcs.  "  Whofoever  privately  flandereth  his  neighbour,  him 
««  will  I  cut  off,  faith  the  Lord."  "  If  any  man  among  you 
*^  foemsth  to  be  religious  and  bridleth  not  his  tongue,  that 
<*  man's  religion  is  vain.'*  Wherefore  let  us  all  be  exhorted  to 
avoid  this  evil  of  backbiting  as  we  would  wilh  to  efcape  hclU 
and  to  have  die  gates  of  heaven  opened  unto  us. 


•«ta 


SERMON    XVir. 


The  Excellencies  and  Evils  of  the  Tongue:. 


Jaxnes^  lii.  6.     And  the  tongue  is  a  fire^  a  tiDotld  of  iniquity  ;  fi 
•    if  the  tongue  amongft  the  memhersy  that  it  defileth  the  nuhoU  hody^. 
andfetteth  on  fire  the  courje  of  nature,  and  it  is  Jet  on  fire  ofhelL 

HERE  IS  an  awful  defcription  of  an  unruly  and  ungovcrncd- 
tongue.  St.  James  in  this  eptftle  fets  hi mfelf  to  corrcfi' ma- 
ny evils  which  had  taken  place  among  the  chriflians  to  whom^ 
he  wrote^  and  for  the  inftru^ion  of  the  churches  in  all  future 
ages.  Som;  in  thefe  early  days  had  imbibed  the  fc:tal  errort 
that  if  diey  had  but  faith>  they  might  indulge  themfelves  In 
the  moft  licentious  practices.  Tiierefore  the  apoftle  having 
correded  various  vices  in  the  preceding  chapters,  comes  in  this 
to  reprove  the  fins  of  the  tongue.  He  propofes  the  exceeding 
great  difficulty  of  bridling  this  unruly  member.  Hence  he 
deelaresi  that  he  who  offendeth  not  in  word  is  a  perfe(5l  man 
aid  able  to  bridle  the  whole  body.    As  if  he  had  fald,   the 

pcrfon  who  can  govern  this  member,  can  cafily  govern  all 
Others.  This  truth  he  illuftrates  by  two  fimilitudes.  By  the 
fball  Utt  in  a  hoxfe's  mouth  we  turn  his  whole  body  and  res- 
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der  him  obedient  to  our  will ;  fo  he  that  raleth  hit  toitpw 
holds  all  his  other  members  in  fubjedion.— *<  Befaol4  ^o  (ha 
**  (hips,  which,  tho'  they  be  fo  great,  and  dAven  of  fierce  wtndsy 
**  yet  are  they  turned  aboat  with  a  very  fmall  helm,  whither* 
foever  the  governor  lifteth.'*  As  the  helm  gpvems  the  fliip, 
altho'  toiTed  by  tumultuous  waves,  fo  a  well  bridled  tongue 
eadly  governs  the  whole  body.  Thefe  linall  things  can  per- 
form great  matters,  fo  the  tongue  is  capable  of  accompliflung 
mighty  deeds,  both  good  and  bad. 

Having  fpoken  of  the  great  power  of  this  little  member,  he 
then  proceeds  to  (how  the  mifchievpus  evils,  it  produces,  when 
ungovemed.  **Behold  how  great  a  matter  a  little  fire  kiad* 
Jeth."  A  fmall  (park  blows  up  a  magazine  or  confumes  a  ci- 
ty. Thus  this  little  member,  the  tongue,  often  throws  a  parifhf 
a  town,  or  a  whole  nation  into  flames.— Then  the  apoftle  in- 
troduces an  hideous  pidure  of  the  tongue  in  the  words  of  our 
text.  *^  And  the  tongue  is  a  fire,  a  world  of  iniquity ;  fo  is  the 
**  tongue  amongft  the  members,  that  it  defileth  the  whole  body, 
«  and  fetteth  on  fire  the  courfe  of  nature,  and  is  fet  on  fire  of 
**  hell."  The  images  here  are  bold  and  the  coloring  (Irong* 
A  leAure  upon  fuch  a  difagreeable  portrait  can  nerer  be  very 
pleafing  to  fpeaker  or  hearer  ;  yet  it  is  ncceflkry  at  times  for 
our  edification  and  reformation,  to  attend  to  fubjeds  that  are 
.rather  grating  than  accepuble. 

Firft  he  tells  us  "  the  tongue  is  a  fire.'*  The  iflues  refemble 
ihisfurious  element  in  many  particulars.  A  fmall  fpark  wir 
kindle  much  fuel,  fo  this  little  member  can  do  much  mifchief. 
A  raging  fire  is  ungovernable,  fo  is  this.  Fire  bears  away 
all  before  it  with  its  deftrudive  fiames,  fo  likewife  this.  Fire  is 
rery  ufcful  when  confined  to  its  proper  place,  fo  the  tongue  is 
a  mofi  important  member,  when  held  under  proper  regu- 
lations. 
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Secondly,  it  is  «« a  world  of  iniquiiy.*'    Tbi$  may  admit  ct 
two  conlhudions.     Either  that  it  inflames  an  unhappy  world 
filled  with  iniquity.     Or  the   tongue  itfclf  is  a  world  of  fra. 
Ah  the  work  is  a  coUe&ion  of  natural  bodies,  fo  the  tongue  is 
an  ag^regarc  of  evils. 

Thirdly,  "fo  is  the  tongue  among  the  members  that  it  defilett 
the  whole  body."  It  infe(5lclh  the  whole  man  with  fin.  It  is 
often  the  caufe  of  fins  being  committed  by  the  other  members. 
Tho'  fin  has  its  origin  in  the  foul,  yet  it  extends  through  the 
wbole  maa,  therefore  the*  foul  and  body  is  morally  poUo. 
ted. 

Again, "  it  fcttcth  on  fire  the  courfc  of  nature."  By  the  courTs 
of  nature  is  und^i'ftood  the  tenor  of  a  perfon's  life.  This  is  all 
impregnated  and  infianied  with  iniquity.  There  is  no  (late  n9r 
age  free  from  tlie  evils  of  the  tongue.  Some  vices  are  abated  by 
age,  but  Uicfe  often  reach  tlirough  the  whole  time  of  aman's  life. 

LafUy,  "  it  is  fct  on  fire  of  hell."  This  expreffion  is  full  o^ 
honor.  Muft  fire  be  brought  from  the  infernal  furnace  to 
enkindle  the  tongue  for  the  dcftruAion  of  the  fouls  and  bodies  , 
of  men  ?  An  unbridled  tongue  is  fet  on  fire  of  hell,  and  Satan 
blows  up  the  flame.  How  Ihould  all  then  fet  a  watch  before 
the  dnor  of  their  lips  ?  The  more  unruly  this  member,  the 
greater  cuoju  to  be  our  exertions  for  its  government.  The 
more  mifcliief  it  is  «pt  to  create,  the  more  it  Ihould  be  u  atched 
and  reiliaincd  within  proper  limitfj.  Before  we  proceed  fur- 
ther  to  be  parlicular  in  confidciing.the  evils'oTlhe  tongue,  we 
n);iv  take  a  brief  view  of  its  excellencies,  the  ends  for  which 
it  v.-as  ^ivcn,  and  the  duties  of  it. 

Firil,  in  regard  to  its  excellency.  I  ili.ill  notfpeak  of  that 
which  U  natnnil,  \vhi«:h  we  hM  in  common  with  the  brutes« 
cut  of  that  which  ismoial.     The  tongue  of  man  is  his  glory 


How  wonderful  the  work  of  God,  that  it  flinnld  be  able  to 
articulate  fuch  an  infinite  number  and  variety  of  founds* 
The  more  noble  and  excellent  it  is,  the  more  it  ought  to  be 
refpe6ted»  and  the  greater  is  the  evil  in  perverting  it  to  bafe 
ufes.  The  tongue  is  the  index  and  difcovercr  of  the  mind» 
It  is  out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the  mouth  (peaketh* 
If  the  mind  is  to  be  regarded,  fo  alfo  is  the  tongue.  By 
words  we  read  the  charader  of  a  man's  heart,  whether  it  be 
virtuous  and  good«  or  vain  and  corrupt.  Men's  works  are 
Ukewife  exceedingly  dependant  upon  their  words.  Where- 
fore»  if  their  deeds  are  to  be  refpedled,  fo  are  thtir  words. 
Anions  of  the  mod  exalted  nature,  words  are  often  the  caufc  of 
them.  Daily  experience  informs  us  of  the  power  of  fpeech  | 
a  fpeech  has  faved  a  nation,  and  a  fpeech  has  deftroyed  one 
If  the  pcrfons  with  whom  we  converfc  are  to  be  refpcded,  our 
language  mud  be  regarded,  for  this  is  an  eminent  inftrument 
either  of  good  or  hurt.  God  employs  the  tongues  of  his  min- 
ifters  and  others,  for  the  converfion  and  falvation  of  men  ; 
and  the  devil  by  his  cmiiJaries  ufeth  the  fame  for  their  fubver- 
fion  and  deftruAion.  How  many  thoufands  every  day  are 
m  ured  by  the  tongues  of  others,  iome  deceived,  fome  provo* 
ktfd  to  linfiil  pa(Iions,&c.  And  on  the  other  hand,  how  ma^ 
ny  thoufands  are  daily  edified,  infttuded  and  comforted  there- 
by ?  St*  Paul  could  (ay,  "  The  weapons  of  our  warfare  arc 
**  mighty  through  God."  One  once  declared,  that  tLc 
tongue  cuts  deeper  than  a  fword,  this  only  pierces  tha  boJy, 
wlulc  the  other  reaches  to  the  foul. 

Moreover,  our  tongues  are  the  inflruments  of  our  Creators 
praife.  Thi^  eilubits  its  didinguifhing  excellency  and  glor'. 
This  was  one  great  end  for  which  fpeech  was  given  us,  to 
(hew  forth  the  wonders  of  the  name  of  the  Moft  Iligl^ 
A  confidsrable  part  of  the  fcrvicc,  which  God  requires 
of  men,  is  performed    by  the  tongue.     The   ufe  of  the 
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higheft  faculties  and  graces  of  the  foul  are  manifefled  by  ft» 
By  this  our  knowledge,  wifdom,  love,  friendfhlp,  gratitude 
&c.  are  expreflcd.  The  declaration  of  Chrift  pronounces  the 
high  importance  of  our  words.  "  By  yoiir  words  you  (hall 
«  bejuftified,  and  by  your  words  you  fhall  be  condemned." — 
So  excellent  is  the  tongue,  that  life  and  death  are  faid  to  be  in 
its  power.  "  Death  a  nd  life  are  in  the  power  of  the  tongue,'* 
faith  the  royal  preacher.  The  work  of  heaven  which  con- 
fifts  in  praifmg  him  who  fetteth  on  the  tlirone,  and  the  Lamb 
forever  and  ever,  holds  up  to  view  tlie  tranfccndent  excellency 
thereof.  Hence,  fay  the  fcriptures,  «  If  a  man  oflFend  not  in 
"  words,  the  fame  is  a  perfe<fl  man,  and  able  to  bridle  the  whole 
•*  body.  And  he  that  will  love  life  and  fee  good  days,  let 
«  him  refrain  his  tongue  from  evil  and  his  lips  from  fpeaking 
««  guile.  He  that  keepeth  his  tongue  and  mouth,  keepeth  his 
«  foul  from  trouble."  All  thcfe  things,  to  which  a  multitude 
of  others  might  be  added,  difplay  the  fuperior  excellency  of 
.  this  member. 

'Secondly,  our  attention  mud  be  turned  to  the  ends  for 
which  the  tongue  was  given,  and  die  duties  of  it.  The  grand 
end  for  which  our  Creator  endowed  us  herewith,  as  well  as 
all  the  other  powers  and  faculties  of  body  and  mind,  was  for  his 
own  glory.  And  its  duties  are  too  numerous  for  a  compleat 
detail.  A  few. hints  upon  this  fubjc«5t  mud  fuffice  for  the  pre- 
fent.  As  it  was  conferred  upon  us  for  the  honor  of  the  Great 
Supreme,  therefore  the  fum  of  all  its  duties  is  to  glorify  him ; 
to  magnify  his  name  and  fpcak  forth  tlie  piaife  of  his  attri- 
butes and  works.  With  this  we  are  to  fin^?;  the  fongs  of  Zion, 
and  give  thanks  for  all  th-i  mercies  wc  receive — to  pray  to 
him  for  what  we  want  for  ourfclves,  for  the  church  and 
others— to  contefs  his  name,  make  profeffion  of  our  belief  in 
him,  in  Chriit  Jcllis,  of  our  fubjeCiion  to  his  grace  in  the  goC- 
pel,  and  obedience   to  his  will  in  all  things.     With  this,   we 
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are  to  covenant  with  and  make  vows  onto  liim-rto  teich  and-' 
edify  ihofc  commiited  to  our  care— to  do  good  one  Co  aiiotbsr 
by  inftruflion,  eounfcl  and  exhorution — to  confefi  our  fiiis   to 

CJod  and  our  faults  to  each  other  as  occafion  maj  require 

recommend  th;it  which  is  good  in  others— to  fpeak  well  of  »11 
men,  fuperiors,  inferiors  and  equals,  as  far  ai  there  is  julb 
gronnd  for  the  fame — to  bearwimefs  to  the  truth  when  law- 
fully called  thereto— to  defend  the  caufe  ofthejuft  and  in- 
Docent  againll  f<tlfe  accufers.  Lallly,  to  be  inftruments  of 
common  commonication  between  man  and  man  ;  exprefllng' 
our  mutual  aficAions  and  rcfpe^^ ;  for  iranfafling  all  wordly 
buHnefi,  for  learning  ftiencss,  arts,  trades.  Sec.  Thefc  are 
«n1f  a  lew  eztraAs  of  the  great  end^  and  important  duiies  of. 
the  tongue. 

But  it  is  proper  we  fliould  attend  to  the  main   mattets  in- 


tended CO  be  communicated  to  us  in  this  text,  to  wit,  the 
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fins  and  evils  incident  to  thi  tongiie.  In  fjme  former  leiflui 
we  have  confidered  the  iniquities  of  fweaiing,  curfing,  back- 
biting, reproaching,  Sec,  thcf»:  Ihall  not  be  repeated.  Among 
the  henious  offences  committed  by  this  member,  that  ofWaf- 
pbemy  is  of  deep  malignity,  which  Is  fjieaking  evil  of  Cod, 
debnUng  his  names  and  titles,  reproaching  him  as  a  deceitful' 
being.  AsILtbfbehah  In  his  fpeech  to  Hezekiah  blafphemed 
the  Lord-  Perjury,  or  falfe  witnels  bearing,  is  another  aggra- 
v&ted  Uanfgreflion.  It  is  near  a  kin  to  blafphemy  and  the  (in 
againa  the  Holy  Ghoft.  It  is  a  fulerna  appeal  to  God  in  fa- 
vour of  a  faUehood|Callingthe  God  of  truth  to  witnefs  a  tie. 
This  muft  be  ex:eeding!y  provoking  to  the  omnifclent  Jeho- 
vah, injurious  to  all  the  laws  of  juHice,  a ud  damning  to  th« 
immortal  foul.  Oae  obfcrves,  that  it  was  never  known  that 
a  perfon  convifled  of  perjury  was  ever  brought  to  repentance> 

Lying  is  an  abomination  of  a  mod  criminal   nature.     Howe- 
ver common  the  prafiice  fcarcely  any  thing  more  injurious—* 

it  defpifcs  the  conunandmenis  of  God,  contemns  his  menacer, 
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deflroys  tbe  peace  of  neighbourhoods,  and  brealcs  up  all  ih^ 
bappinefs  of  fociety.  It  is  an  enemy  which  ereds  a  ftrong 
battery  againd  the  whole  fyftem  of  chriftianity,  which  declares, 
«<  Ye  (hall  not  lie  one  to  another.  The  Lord  hates  a  lying 
^  tongue,  and  lying  lips  are  an  abomination  to  him.  Where* 
^  fore  put  away  lying  and  fpeak  every  man  truth  with  his 
•*  neighbour.'* 

There  are  other  fins  of  the  tongue,  fuch  as  preaching  falfe 
dodrine,  pretending  to  infpiration,  as  fome  have  fooliftily  done 
of  late,  without  affording  the  lead  Ihadow  of  teflimony  in 
their  favour,  perverting  prophefics,  and  bending  them  to  their 
own  imaginations,  and  in  their  c  wn  imagination  eztra^ing 
from  ihe  fcriptures  things  not  contained  in  them  ;  deriding 
true  reliv^ion  and  experimental  piety,  and  uttering  feoffs  againft 
perfons  profeffing  godlincfs,  and  pouring  deriGon  upon  the 
minifters  of  Chrift,  upon  whom  wrath  will  come  to  the  utmoft. 
Oilentatious  boafting  of  knowledge,  nnderdanding  or  religion, 
^o,  like  Jehu,  ilTue  their  loud  proclamations  to  come  and  fee 
their  zeal  for  the  Lord.  When  children  fpeak  diftonorahly  of 
their  parents,  and  inferiors  of  their  fuperiors ;  this  h  an  evil 
under  the  fun,  when  perfons  become  fo  abandoned! y  wicked  as 
to  fpeak  evil  cf  dignities. 

Another  fin  of  the  tongne  is  a  forward,  IJle  and  babbling 
loquacity,  light  and  vain  difcourfe  only  adapted  to  awaken  in 
the  hearers  unbecoming  ideas.  **  Fooliih  talking  or  jcfting, 
•' faith  Paul,  are  things  not  convenient."  All  the  filihy  li- 
baldry  flowing  from  obfccnc  mouth?,  he  cenfures  as  "  coriupt 
•*commuiucauon."  Slandering  is  a  detclhill:  vice,  fpeaking 
falfely  of  others  to  render  them  odious,  readily  believing  evil 
reports,  and  fcdulous  in  reporting  them  — Raih  judging  and 
ccnfuring  others,  upon  a  haily  found-iti  ^n,  is  condemned  by 
our  Lordi  when  h^  fay^,  *'  Jud^e  not,  tha:  ye  be  not  judged  j 
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^•f6#  with  what  judgment  yc  judge,  y«  ftall  be  judged,  and 
•«  ♦nth  what  mjafure  ye  mete  it  (hall  be  meafured  to  yoa 
«*  again.*'— Railing,  reviling,  and  all  the  paffionate  fpecches 
•f  provocation,  which  dcilroy  brotherly  love  and  create  difcord* 
foment  contention  and  drive  through  focicty  the  temped  of 
every  evil  work,  mull  not  this  be  a  fire  kindled  by  hell  ?— * 
FlaiLcryisa  fm  the  oppofite  of  cenfure. — ^Vicc,  with  all   its 
affumptions,  never  dared  to  afTume  confiftency.    This  would 
ht  to  deftroy  itfdf.     Whatever  its  pretenfions,  by  its  votaries, 
may  be,  its  life  and  foul  will  forever  coniill   in   inconfiftency. 
«*  A  flattering  mouth,  faith  Solomon,  worketh  ruin."   /And 
thus  it   doth   in  a  ihoufand  different   forms.     The   tortuous 
windings  of  the  tongue  in  this  kind  of  evil,  exceeds  the  intri- 
cacies of  the  Labyrintli.     There  is  no  thread  or  clue,  by  which 
the  unhappy  traveller  can  make  his   efcape.     And   perhaps 
few  evils,  in  whkh  the  minifters  of  the  gofpcl  are  enveloped, 
and  from  which  ihey  receive  injury  to  ihcir  own  fouls,  and  by 
the  practice  of  which  they  commit  injury    upon  the  fouls  of 
others,  equal  to  ihis.     Minifters  are  flattered,  this  blinds  their 
iiiii*ds,  iind  inflates  their  hearts  to  flatter  others.     Hence  they 
are  diipcfcd,  to  flatter  thofe  under  cor-  crn  of  foul,  that  they 
arc  converted  ;  thofe  under  feme  trouble   of  mind,  that  they 
ought  10  be  comforted  ;  thofe  undjr  jufl.  fears,  that  they  ought 
to  give  their  apprchenfions  to  the  wind,   and  go   on  in   their 
heavenly  courfe  rejoicing,     'i'hc  rrcat  evil  here  is,  their  weal- 
thy fupportevs  flatier  them  wiih  the  excellency  of  their  perfor- 
mances, and  they  return  the  adulation  with  a  tenfold  accumu- 
ialioii,  that  they  and  th;.ir  chiLiren  are  on  the  hi^,h   road  to 
heaven.     Their  hearers  intimate  to  th;fm,    the  fcrmon  ou^ht 
lo  be  printed  and  circulated  round  the  world;  the  minilleis 
heart  replies  your  lalvation  is  certain.    This  is  a  fubjcd  I  have 
oftfij  v.'ifhed  to  fee  judicioufly   and  fcripturally  handled.     I 
think  it  might  be  of  great  advantage  to  public  orators   upon 
cvciy  occaiion,  and  of  the  moft  eminent  utility  to  the  weekly 
^?eukers,  and  the  daily  dirc»^ois  of  fouls. 


I  heard  a  mmifter  above  fifty-five  years  ago  declare  front 
the  pulpit,  **  that  the  pavement  of  hell  was  of  minider's  fkuls," 
aind  I  have  often  prayed  that  mine  might  not  be  one  of  the  peb» 
bles.  Pardon,  my  brethren,  this  ej^curfion,  which  a  whole 
difcourfe  would  be  too  contradcd  for  illuftration.  Hearken 
to  a  few  declarations  of  fcripture  apon  tlie  evils  of  a  flattering 
tongue.  ^*  He  that  fpeaketh  flattery  to  his  friends,  even  the 
"eyes  of  hii  children  fhall  fail.  They  that  flatter  with  their 
**  tongues,  dellroy  them,  O  Lord.  The  Lord  fhall  cut  Wall 
**  flattering  lips.  A  flattering  mouth  woikcth  ruin.  Meddle 
**  not  with  him  that  flattereth  with  his  lips.  A  man  that  flat- 
♦*  tcrcth  his  neighbour  fprcadeth  a  net  for  his  feet." 

I  mud  not  detain  you  to  fpeak  of  tattling,  talebearing,  whif- 
jiwiing,  and  an  incalculable  number  of  luch  evils.  •'  An  nn- 
**  godly  man  diggeth  up  evil,  and  in  his  lips  there  is  a  burning 
*'  fire.  A  prating  fool  fliall  fall.  A  fooPs  voice  is  known  by 
**  the  multitude  of  words.  Thou  flialt  not  go  up  and  down  as 
'*  a  talebearer  among  thy  people.  The  word*  of  a  talebearer 
*'  are  as  wounds,  they  go  down  into  the  innermoU  parts  of  the 
•'  belly.  A  whifper  feparatcth  chief  friends.  All  that  hate 
*•  me  whifper  togetlier  againll  me."  I  mult  pafs  over  the  ufe 
of  the  tongue  in  idola'.ry,  pralfing  of  idols  and  praying  to 
them ;  all  cheating,  deceiving,  and  overreaching  ia  words, 
and  all  illurenients  to  evil  company,  and  the  enticements  to 
lafclvioufners  and  to  innumerable  wicked  praclices,  too  tedious 
fur  the  defcripiio.:!  of  a  world  of  iniquity.  "  Ihe  tongue  is  a 
**  fire,  a  world  of  iiiiqaity  ;  fo  is  the  tongue  amongil  tlie  mem- 
*'  bers,  that  it  defilcth  the  whole  body,  and  fetteth  on  fire  the 
**  couiie  of  natuie,  and  it  is  fet  on  fire  of  hell."  Let  us  turn 
away  from  the  unhappy  theme,  and  clofe  the  difagreeable 
fubject  wkh  a  ro3cclion  or  two.     The 

Firfl  reHjciIon  is,  that  the  fins  and  duties  of  the  tonpue  are 
fo  great  and  many,  that  it  ought  with  the  utmoft  circumfpec- 
ti on  to  be  watched  over — and  the  way  to  watch  it  is  to  guard 
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the  heart.  If  the  latter  be  negleded*  the  former  ^31  atwajs 
ftray  into  the  wilderneis  of  fin.  Let  the  heart  be  kept  in  ptu 
\itjf  and  this  alone  can  confine  the  tongne  to  duty  and  pro- 
priety. If  pride,  Tanity,  or  wickednefs  bloat  the  one,  the  other 
will  always  be  bubbling  over  Its  banks.  A  divine  counfel  isy 
**  Keep  thy  heart  with  all  diligence,  for  out  of  it  are  the  iifues 
«*  of  life."  This  is  the  fountain  from  which  the  dreams  of 
evil  from  the  tongue  flow.  If  the  heart  be  on  the  world,  the 
flowing  torrents  of  the  tongue  will  be  on  the  things  of  the 
world.  If  the  heart  be  proud,  the  mouth  will  fpeak  proudly. 
If  the  heart  be  vain,  malicious,  flanderous,  envious,  &c.  the 
tongue  will  be  fo  alfo.  Guard  the  heart,  and  this  will  be  a  faith- 
ful centincl  for  the  tongue,  that  it  can  neither  fet  en  fire  the 
courfe  of  nature,  nor  be  fet  on  fire  of  hell. 

Secondly,  we  reflet,  that  the  love  of  God  and  our  neigh-, 
hour,  the  love  of  purity  and  holinefs,  is  the  beft  podlble  fecurity 
againd  tlie  evils  of  this  unruly  member.  This  will  tame,  what 
othcrwife  the  power  of  no  man  can  regulate  or  fubdue.  Where- 
fore, to  fpeak  right,  we  mud  firft  think  and  underdand,  and 
we  (hall  fpeak  according  to  the  oracles  of  reafon,  and  accor- 
ding to  the  oracles  of  God.  If  tliis  rule  could  be  obferved,  few 
would  be  the  words  uttered  to  what  they  now  are.  When  a 
man  conliders  what  he  is  to  fay,  then  will  he  fpeak  under  (land- 
ingly.  "  The  mouth  of  the  juft  bringeih  forth  wifdom, 
••  but  the  froward  tongue  (hall  be  cut  off.  The  lips  of 
**  the  righteous  know  what  is  acceptable,  but  the  month 
"  of  the  wicked  fpeakctli  frowardnefs.  The  tongue  of  the 
**  wife  ufclh  knowledge  aright,  but  the  mouth  of  fools  pour- 
«*  eth  forth  foolilhnefs.  A  fool's  lips  enter  Into  conten. 
"  tton,  and  they  are  the  fnare  of  his  Ibul.  Seed  ihou  a  man 
*•  that  is  hady  in  his  words,  there  is  more  hope  of  a  fcol  th.an 
«*  of  him." 

The   doling  advice  is,  after  rellnquiOiing  the  difagreeable 
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jbbje^y  let  us  veiblve,  my  bretbreny  te  gOTern  this  Qortily  fit 
member  which  creates  a  world  of  mtfchief  here*  and  heats  a 
more  dreadful  furnace  than  NebuchadnezaPs  hereafter.  Lei 
us  fet  a  watch  upon  the  door  of  our  tiits,  guard  our  paflkmst 
hourly  infpedl  the  temper  of  our  hearts,  be  much  in  prafav 
and,  in  one  word,  let  us  be  chri&ians. 
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SERMON    XVIir, 


The  Symptoms  of  the  Day  of  Grace  being  pajt. 


Jer.  viii.  30,     The  barveft  is  pafly  the  fummer  h  tndei^  andiud 

are  not  faved* 


THESE  words  are  the  mod  heart  aching  and  defpairing 
moan,  that  was  ever  uttered  upon  earth.  They  are  a  part  of 
the  lamentations  of  the  weeping  prophet,  for  the  ruin  and 
tomplete  defolaxion  brought  upon  them  by  die  Babylonian 
fword.  The  dreadful  liorror  of  the  cafe,  with  all  its  accompa- 
nying realities,  had  been  rcprefented  in  the  preceding  part  of 
this  chapter ;. and  in  the  defcription  is  contained,  the  awfql 
degeneracy,  and  tlie  procuring  caufe,  of  the  nation's  ruin; 

The  divine  vengeance  had  been  long  redralnod  by  the  fupe- 
rior  power  of  mercy,  yet  mercy  hcrfelf,  by  th'jir  perfevering 
impcnitency  and  increaiing  wickediufs,  was  at  h\[\  compelled 
from  her  Nation,  and  the  floods  of  wrath  burft  forth  in  irrefirta- 
ble  torrents,  and  laid  tlie  whole  land  in  utter  walte.  In  the 
cighteentli  vcrfe  the  afiliifted  prophet  utters  his  doleful  feelings 

in  reference  to  this  unhappy    cafe.     "  When  I  would  com* 
**  fort    myfelf  againlt    forrow,  my  hcavt  is  Hiint  in  me." 

A: 


When  I  woold  awaken  a  glimmering  expedation  of  tbt  ife« 
terpofition  of  heaven  in  onr  favour,  my  fool  finks  within  me» ' 
refufcs  comfort,  and  nothing  arifes  but  gloomy  and  defpairing. 
ideas.     Let  my  head  be  waters  and  mine  eyes  a  fountatxi 
of  tears,  that  I  may  wftep  day  and  night  for  the  fpoiling  of 
the  daughter  of  my  people.     Behold  I  hear  from  far,   even 
from  the  North  country  and  from  the  fides  of  the  earth,  lar 
mentation,  weeping  and  bitter  mourning,  for  my  unhappy  and 
miferable  people,  becaufc  of  tlie  oppreffion  of  thofe  who  dwell 
in  the  north  country  and  fides  of  the  earth.    The  horror  of 
the  cafe  extracts  from  the  foul  of  the  prophet,  broken  accents 
of  fupplication  for  their  fafcty  and  deliverance.     *'  Is  not  the 
*•  Lord  inZion  ?  is  not  her  kinij  ia  lier  ?"     Hereby  the  pro- 
phet would  humbly  infinuatc  that  the  honour  and  reputation 
of  their  Lord  and  king  would  be  deeply  afieifled,  if  his  people 
/hould  be  given  up  to  the  devouring  jaws  of  his  enemies.      At 
if  he  had  faid,  had  tl.ou  not  covenanted  to  be  Zion*s  Lord  and 
Saviour,  to  know  her  in  advcriity,  and  to  be  a  prefent  help  in 
time  of  trouble  ?  Wilt  thou  nov7  forget  thy  cnara6ler  and  be 
unmindful  of  her  in  her  greateft  extremity  I  Canft  thou  now 
fuffer  thy  name  to  be  traduced  nniong  the  nations  ?— Canft 
thou  tarnifli  thy  reputation,  and  ^;i/e  the  hcatlien  an  oppor* 
tunity  to  blafpheme  ?  To  which  tlie  Sovereign   king  in  hafty 
indignation  replies,  there  is  no  hope  for  ihem,  the  laft  drop  of 
mercy  is  exhaullcd.     "  Why  have  they  provoked  me  to  anger 
"  with    their  graven  images,   and    with    ilrange   vanities  V* 
Then  ihe  doleful  lamentation  burfts  from  the  prophet,  in  the 
Uefpaliing  language  (if  our  text  ;  "The   harveft  is   paft,  the 
«*  lummcr  is  -ended,  and  we   are   not  favcd."     Hitherto  he 
fecnicd  to  have  entertained  fome  glimmering   hope,  but  now 
finding  the  decree  is  pail,  he  is  overwhelmed  in  all  the  anguifh 

of  gloomy  defpair.  Heaven  frowns,  God  is  departed,  and  no- 
thing but  the  blacknefs  of  darknefs  impends  over  their  guilty 
heads.  The  Babylonians  are  upon  us  and  we  mud  endure 
<their  rage  and  fufier  all 4l)eir  fury.    Their  cavalry  have  en* 
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ttred  our  territory.  "  The  fnortmg  of  his  horfes  wai  heard 
^  from  Dan  ;  the  v^*hole  earth  trembled  at  the  found  cf  the 
«*  neighing  of  his  flrcng  cncs  ;  for  they  are  come,  and  have 
**  devoured  the  land,  and  ail  that  is  in  it ;  the  city  and  thofe 
**  that  dwell  therein  ?'*  Had  we  attended  in  time  to  the 
meafures  proper,  made  fuitable  preparation  for  defence,  tliefe 
€vils  might  have  been  averted  ;  but  now  our  cafe  is  irremc* 
diablc,  our  dedrudlion  inevitable. 

Thus  we  have  a  view  of  the  words  in  tlielr  primary  refer- 
ence, which  was  to  a  temporal  and  civil  falvation.  But  by 
an  eafy  accommodation  of  this  tejit,  it  expretfes  with  great  fnrcc 
the  unhappy  and  miferable  Aate  cf  a  foul  v/hich  has  outfat  its 
day  of  grace.  The  lofs  of  ipiritual  as  well  as  temporal  fal- 
TatioQ  in  refped  to  this  wretched  people  was  probably  com- 
prehended in  this  dcfpairing  lamentation.  Their  feafons  and 
opportunities  for  fccuring  eternal  iklvation  in  a  great  meafure 
expired  with  the  dcftrudion  of  their  country  and  the  lofs  of 
their  national  privileges,  both  civil  and  ecclefiafticaL  God 
had  hewed  them  by  his  prophets  and  (lain  them  by  the  words 
of  his  mouth,  yet  they  oblUnately  perfevered  iu  impenitency 
and  wickednefs*  They  were  now  removed  beyonj}  the  found 
of  a  prophet's  voice,  where  there  was  no  temple  in  which  they 
could  worfhip  or  prieft  to  oflFer  facrifice.  None  ta  folioit  their 
icpcniance  or  e/Tay  their  reformation.  Now  tb«  want  of  fpiri- 
tual  iklvation,  and  the  lofs  of  the  means  of  obtaining  it,  are  vaft- 
ly  greater  and  more  confiderable,  than  the  fame  in  a  temporal 
fenfc  ;  hence  we  may  juftly  fuppofe  the  prophet  intended  both 
in  this  awful  and  heart  breaking  lamenution.  For  what  is 
the  lofs  of  the  former  in  comparifon  of  the  latter?  What  is 
the  deftrudlion  of  a  town,  the  facking  of  a  city,  or  the  ruin  of 
a  nation,  to  the  wrath  and  vengeance  of  an  infinite  God,  which 
will  be  inflided  upon  lod  fouls  forever  and  ever.  The  inten- 
tion of  the  words,  tho'  originally  applied  to  a  community,  yet 
irith  great  propriety  they  are  applicable  to  perfons  living  un« 
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dcr  the  gofpel,  enjoying  the  means  of  grace,  and  continnaBf 
neglcfting  and  mifimprovfng  the  fame.  This  is  natter  for 
the  dcepe ft  lamentation,  mourning  and  woe.  To  think  of 
perfons  having  been  long  favoured  with  a  feafon  of  grace,  and 
opportunities  for  fecuring  the  falvation  of  their  fouls,  and  all 
have  been  negle^ed,  the  cafe  is  truely  deplorable  ;  death 
approaching,  time  expiring,  and  the  gieatcft  liifine fs  cf  life 
ftill  unperformed.  We  are  not  to  pronounce  any  man's  day 
of  grace  paft,  while  they  continue  in  this  world,  yet  there  is 
reafon  to  fear,  it  may  be  the  melancholy  fitnation  of  many. 
Every  man  muft  look  into  his  own  heart  and  judge  for  him- 
fclf. — Here  we  may  enquire, 

Firft,  into  thofe  circumftances  and  fymptoms  which  render 
it  probable,  that  thofe  on  whom  they  are  found,  their  day  of 
grace  is  paft* 

* 

Secondly,  evince  that  this  is  a  ftate  both  lamentable  and 
dangerous. 

Before  I  proceed  further  in  this  fubjc^,  I  would  beg  leave 
to  make  two  preliminary  remarks.  Firft,  we  would  not  pre- 
tend to  undertake  to  define  the  limits  and  bounds  of  the  day  of 
grace  in  reference  to  any  people,  or  any  particular  perfons^ 
This  is  beyond  human  adjuftment,  and  is  alone  proper  to  om- 
nifcience.  We  have  no  ilandard  of  the  divine  difpenfatioog 
in  inftances  of  this  nature. 

Secondly,  we  premife,  that  there  may  be  a  great  diflerencc 
in  refpeft  to  the  termination  of  fuch  a  day.  It  mr.y  be  over 
with  a  colle(5tive  body  of  people,  when  it  may  not  be  paft  with 
every  individual  appertaining  to  fuch  a  body  ;  and  ii  may  he 
over  with  particular  perfons  in  a  place,  when  it  is  i.ct  paK 
with  that  people  in  general.     We  proceed  now, 
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T'.T^,  *:  -^lorT-e  into  ilie  cii  cam  (lance  e  and  f/mptftms  which 
reP'Icr  ■:  n  ^■.:l,;  •,  that  tlie  day  of  grace  is  paft  with  thofe  on 


F'.  C-     *  perfons  have  lived  for  a  long  ferics  of  years  under 
"■.,■'.    '1  «nd  powerful  miniftry,  and  yet  have  nrt  nuad;  srv 

(;■ .  .ial  imiirovcnicm,  or  received  any  fjiiriiual  benefit  there- 
i  .:■■  This  caft,  hcwtvtr  commoiii  ceitiiinlj-  wears  a  black 
a.  J  jilroniy  afpta,  and  muft  be  apprehended  at  Icallto  afford 
fome  jjrounj  lo  ft;ir  refpefling  the  fad  coiicliirion.  Thefe  per- 
fons  U*v,-  long  enjoyed  a  faiihful  miniftry  ;  iheir  condition 
Willi  all  i!.e  ci;iiii.ii-,i.  nccs  of  i:,  has  ofiLi.  ar,d  I'^rtir.ly  hc-nn  Ha- 
ted before  tl'tinin  tlicir  intrirjiic  d^ead  and  lioiror,  and  they 
have  ijccn  v-m.-d  to  cfcape  for  their  lives,  and  to  flee  to  the 
hoi-e  r-ft  bcf.>re  them.  This  hope  and  tho  method  of  deliver, 
anc:  :ii:o'  the  mediation  and  farriStc  of  Chrifl,  tlie  fon  of  God 
and  the  Saviour  of  tlie  woiK!,  hac  been  c!early,  according  to 
tlie  fcripiurcf,  reprefint^d  unto  i!.i;m.  They  ha\-e  been  en- 
treated with  all  the  variety  and  powers  of  language,  to  em- 
brace the  offers  cf  mercy  by  faith,  to  rclin<inilhiheir  iniquities 
by  repentance,  to  give  up  their  lieails  in  love  to  God,  and 
engage  in  the  duties  oi'  reli};ir,n  lincerelj-.  And  notwiihfland. 
ing  all  die  p.ii  ns  which  Gcd  has  taken  with  tlicm  fjr  x 
midtitude  of  yjari,  the  yh.ivc  lUl!  remained -InconfideraCe^ 
lecur=  and  unimprtlTed.  Wli.:;  cot;ld  God  h:tvo  done  more 
lor  fucii,  than  thit  he  h.iih  dsue  ?  We  have  an  anfui 
illu'lr.ition  of  the  judp;nienC  which  an-iuis  tiiofe  perfcns 
ia  the  ipilHij  to  the  IIcI.m-.vs.  "  For  tiie  earth  which 
"  drink.;!!,  in  t!ie  rain  whi;h  co:--.c;J>  oft  upon  it,  and  bringeth 
*'  forth  herbs,  meet  for  them  l^y  whrni  it  is  drclTed,  rcceiveth 
"  bleCinj;  from  God;  but,  th^;  which  beareib  thorns  and 
••  briars  is  r.-jeflcj,  and  is  ni^h  unto  curfing,  whofe  end  ii  to 
"  bi  burned."  We  here  behtid  the  excellency  of  the  word  of 
the  gofpct.  It  is  compared  to  rain  which  refreflics  the  earth 
and  n;i.J'^:i  iifiuitful.     Wc  fee  alfo  the  different  cffcfls  of  it 
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«n  different  perfocs  f  tt  is  to  fozne  a  favour  of  Kfe  nnto-  f^p, 
vhile  to  others,  it  is  a  favour  of  death  unto  death.  Some^. 
after  all  the  fhowcrs  of  the  gofpel,  remain  barren  and  unfruit* 
ful ;  they  are  nigh  unto  curfing  whofe  end  is  to  be  utterlj  con* 
fumed.  *^  He  that  being  often  reproved  hardeneth  hia  neck^ 
**  (kail  fuddenly  be  deftroyed  and  ihat  without  remedy." 

Secondly,  when  pcrfons  have  palFed  thro*  fpecial  feafons  of 
the  out  pouring  of  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  when  many  have  been 
awakened  and  converted,  and  fouls  have  flocked  to  Jefus  as 
doves  to  their  windows,  and  they  have  continued  flill  fectire 
and  unconcerned.  Surely  their  cafe  muft  have  an  unhappy 
appearance.  Thcfe  are  the  mod  likely  ie|tfons  of  getting, 
faving  good,  ^d  of  engaging  effedlually  in  the  fervice  of  God. 
Perfons  who  have  fat  thro'  vaxious  fuch  times,  and  flill  going 
on  thoughtlefsly  in  worldly  purfuits  or  carnal  plcafures,  have 
great  caufe  to  be  afraid  and  to  tremble  by  reafon  of  the  danger 
of  their  condition. 

Thirdly,  when  perfons  have  been  the  fubjefts  of  powerful 
convi^ions,  and  have  had  tlie  workings  and  drivings  of  God V 
fpirit,and  after  all  have  returned  to  their  former  deadnefsand 
fccuriiy  in  fin.  This  certainly  is  a  cafe  as  dreadful  and  tl»cat- 
uing  as  any  yet  mentioned,  and  perhaps  more  fo»  This 
is  ftated  in  a  tremendous  light  by  our  Lord.  "  When  the 
<*  unclean  fpirit  is  gone  out  of  a  man,  he  walketh  thro* 
•^  dry  places  fecking  reft  and  he  findeth  none.  Then  he  faith^ 
*^  I  will  return  into  my  houre  from  whence  I  came  out,  and 
*^  when  he  is  come  he  findeth  it  empty,  fwept  and  garnifted  ^ 
"  tlien  gocth  he  and  taketh  with  himfelf  fevcn  other  fptrits 
**  more  wicked  than  himfelf,  and  they  enter  in  and  dwell 
**  there  ;  and  the  laft  end  of  that  man  is  worfe  than  the  firft.* 
Hearken  to  the  thrcaming  of  Jehovah  in  fuch  an  inftance* 
"  Bccaufe  1  have  purgeJ  thee,  and  ihou  waft  not  purged,  thou 
"  fhalt  not  be  purged  from  thy  filtliinefs  any  more,  till  I  have 
*•  caufed  my  fury  to  reft  upon  thee." 


Totxri^f  if  pcrfimt  |»aTe  formed  a  fkUe  judgment  of  their 

ftate»  and  ha^e  taken  up  a  hope  that  thef  are  religious»  upoft 

infufficient  or  delufive  grounds  ;  and  have  long  buoyed  them- 

felTcs  up  ^itb  the  vain  confidence  of  their  piety,  while  their 

habitual  irregularities  of  life  too  ftrongly  indicate  the  contrary* 

They  proceed  on  in  their  unfounded   hopes,  partake  of  the 

mod  folean  and  fealing  ordinances,  and  they  become  more 

blind,  confident,  and  void  of  all  (ufpicion,  until  the  fatal  hour 

of  death  dtflblves  the  charm.    This  was  the  cafe  of  the  phari* 

fees  of  old,  and  continues  to  be  the  condition  of  many  hypo« 

crites  down  to  the  prefent  day.      «*  Thcfe  are  they   who  are 

-«  pure  in  their  own  eyes,  and  yet  are  not  walhed  from  th«r 

**  filthineis.      l^ey  proclaim  their  own  goodnefs,  and  are 

'<  apt  to  thank  God,  they  are  not  as  other  men  are.''    Theie 

are  among  the  number  of  thofe  to  whom  God  gave  a  fpace 

for  repentance  and  they  repented  not»  Behold  the  flowing 
tears  of  a  weeping  Saviour  over  a  people  who  had  outlived 
dieir  day  of  grace  ;  and  hear  the  heart  rending  mean  burning 
£rom  his  compaffionate  lips.  *^  O  that  thou  hadil  known,  even 
« thou  at  Icaft  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  that  belong  to  thy 
«<  peace,  but  now  they  are  hid  from  thine  eyes.  The  harveft  is 
**  over  and  the  fummer  is  paft,  and  they  are  not  (aved.** 

«  Fifdilf ,  when  a  gofpel  miniftry  and  gofpel  ordinances  are 
removed  from  a  people,  this  wears  a  dreadful  and  dangerous 
afped.  The  means  of  grace  and  falvation  are  taken  away, 
die  drivings  of  God's  fpirit  have  ceafcd,  and  fuch  a  people 
are  prepared  for  jadgments.  God  is  about  to  infli<a  upon  fuch 
the  punilhment  of  irreclaimable  Ephralm,  and  fay,  «<  AU  their 
<*  wickedaefs  is  in  Gilgal,  for  there  I  hated  them  ;  for  the  wick- 
<*  edncfs  of  tlieir  doings,  I  will  drive  them  out  of  mine  houfe, 
*♦  I  will  love  them  no  more.  Give  them,  O  Lord,  what  ^'^It 
«« tliou  ^ive  ? — ^give  them  a  mlfcirrying  womb  and  dry  brcafts." 
Or  the  fatal  ftupidity  of  impenitent  Ifrael.  "  Make  the  heart 
"  of  this  people  fat,  and  make  their  ears  heavy,  and  ihut  their 
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"  cfcs,  left  they  fee  with  their  eyes  a^d  hear  with  their  catif 
**  and  underhand  with  their  heart,  and  convert  and  be  healed.** 

Now  cnllcdl  all  thcfe  fymptoms  or  appearances  into  one 
vic".v,  fur  ihey  oii^ht  not  to  be  fcparaiely  fixed  upon  any  cha- 
radler,  but  when  the  alVenibla^f^e  is  applicable  to  any  people  or 
perfon,  tlic  danger  is  great  left  they  (iinuld  perifh  forever.  If 
they  have  been  favoured  with  a  faithful  miuiUry  ;  various  fca- 
fons  of  ihe  out  pouring  of  the  divine  fpirit ;  have  been  the  fub- 
jedls  of  itroug  conviclions  and  powerful  awakenings ;  have 
become  reformed,  and  have  formed  mighty  rei'olu lions  ;  and 
imbibed  a  hope  upon  infufncicnt  grounds,  and  this  falic  and 
deluUve  confideuce  grows  ftronger  and  ftronger ;  what  can  be 
faid  of  futh  psrfons  but  that  their  day  of  grace  is  paft,  and 
that  they  arc  given  over  to  (Irong  delufion,  to  believe  lies,  that 
ilicy  n-Ay  be  damned.     A  few  words  upon  the 

SL\.oiid  head  will  abundantly  fufiicc,  that  this  is  a  Aate  both 
lamentable  and  d.ingerous. — 1  he  deplorablcnefs  of  this  cafe 
will  ;ippear  from  the  nature  and  prccioufnefi  of  the  foul ;  the 
irrcpaiablencfs  of  the  lofs  of  it ;  and  the  dreadful  iiggravations 
attending  the  fame.  The  foul  Is  abo^e  M  ctcattd  things 
prcclf'U:;.  Did  r*;)t  the  Son  of  God  lay  drjv.n  his  life  for  its 
fill vaii 0.1  r  The  Icfs  thertf')re  mull  above  all  conception  be 
tremor. dor.:.  The  pcrfmi  who  can  meafure  er jrnity,  and  graip 
the  ii:i:r.c:.  of  hell  in  hi^  h.mii,  l.t  him  rriake  ilu  (alculation  of 
ths  d.ifi'.r^'e.  'i'i.s:  li.eiu:  ...ou  cl  i.ur  Lviu  »i'(;ri  this  fubjecl 
h.t.<5  b':;:r.  io  rrjrir.y  rhoiiriiiJ  tini-js  rcit-jiMicJ,  liut  daily  repeti- 
tion III:  bl'iTitcJ  its  edge,  and  iumIvJ  i:  iiW'i  all  ilie  wcaknefs  of 
duiJneLi.  Wi  once  more  it  .Ulis  y-'-iw  arr^i.ii.Mi  und  fcrious 
conild'.". iillv^ii.  I:  nevtr  m.ivLa  n;<:i-c  :..i.;/i:i  ai'-.ical  io  your 
hearts,  iiiJjmcnt:>  and  confcicncci.  **  V  !..it  i';  a  m.in  profit 
'*  ted,  It  iic  iiicmld  ^'ai'Mht;  vvljf.lc  woijj/*  jn  ;ili  {he  tiirity 
of  its  pt-wt'is,  iis  hf.r:r—,  pr(*ti:s  ai.  J  pleaf';rv.*s,  **  And 
•♦  lofe  hij  foui,  or  what  can  be  gis  en  in  cxcLiiige  f(u  the  fuul ;  " 
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TTbe  bargain  has  weakneft  infcribed  cm  the  131  of  exchange^ 
aild  it*  proceft  exfaaoAs  etonky  ca  uakt  veparatioD.  The 
enemy  of  foob  could  not  wifli  for  a  more  bitter  lamentation 
than  that  whkh  oar  Lord  poured  forth  over  the  city  of  Jem^ 
falemi  who  had  oatiat  dieir  feafon  of  gracei  and  amofed  awa j 
their  fpasce  of  repentance.  **'  O  Jerufsdem,  Jerufalem,  thon  tfiat 
^  IdHeft  die  prophets  and  ftoneft  them  irhich  are  fent  unto  diee^ 
^  how  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  together,  even 

^  as  a  hen-  gathereth  together  her  chickens  nnder  her  wingSy 
^  and  ye  wouUnot  $  behold  yonr  houfe  is  left  unto  yoa  de* 
^  Iblate.''  Dfcfpair  is  yonr  allotment,  and  defiruAion  your 
eternal  portion*  Angds  and  good  men,  aud  all  in  heavea 
and  earth  muft  bewail  in  all  the  anguifli  of  woe  yonr  irreroca* 
Ue  fiite.  Yon  are  loft,  you  are  damned  forever.  Your  erj 
muft  be  couched  in  all  the  language  of  deQ>eration,  **  The 
«  harveftis  over,  thefommer  is  paft,  and  we  are  not  faved.*' 
itothing  but  the  plunge  of  ciemal  damnation  is  before  yotu 
Gloomy  the  apprehenfion,  and  inezpreffibly  more  dreadful 
the  twinging  experience. 

A  word  of  examination  and  exhortation  muft  finilh  this 
Fearful  difcourfe. 

Firft,  if  we  are  not  harder  than  the  nether  mill-done,  let  us 
paufe,  cocfider,  refled,  and  examine.  Is  there  any  hope  for 
us  ?  Is  our  deftiny  iealed  ?  Hie  old  adage  is,,  while  there  is  life, 
there  is  hope  ?  Is  it  poflible  to  change  the  dii^ine  decree,  and  a- 
Tett  almighty  vengeance  ?  If  you  will  attend  in  this  day  of  life 
and  repent  and  turn,  the  arm  of  the  Moft  High  is  infinitely  ex- 
tended in  mercy,  and  who  dare  fay,  but  you  may  yet  obtain 
ialvation  ?  None  will  be  fo  hardy  as  to  point  out  the  individual 
whofe  day  of^grace  is  paft-  Wherefore,  as  the  means  of  falva- 
tion  are  continued  to  you,  God  is  forbearing  and  exercl/ing 
patience  towards  you,  who  knows  but  he  is  waiting  to  be  gra- 
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cious  ?  Hence  eztmiAeyoorfelvest  lodk  into  jmr  own  beoth 
and  fee  whether  ye  may  not  yet  turn  unto  the  Lord*    Take 
to  you  words  and  fay»  <<  We  have  long  finned  againft  thee^ 
4*  deafened  our  ears  to  the  calls  of  thy  gofpelt  but  now  after  h 
M  loog  a  timet  we  will  attend  to  our  fouls,  hear  and  Ktvm.'* 
This  addrefs  (hall  conclude  in  a  brief  advice  to  aged  madmiidk 
die  aged  iinners.    "With  regard  to  the  old*  among  whidi  h 
bold  a  foremoft  rank.    Oar  fun  fpreads  iu  feeble  beaattt  aaA 
is  juft  plunging  beneath  the  hgriaon.    And  we  teow  it  it 
(aid,  "  The  finner  dying  an  himdred  years  old  fliall  be  «6car^ 
<*  fed/'    Here  it  will  be  aflted,  whether  a  fmner  who  has 
outlived  the  power  of  finning  can  be  faved  ?    Surely  lie  can 
upon  the  terms  of  the  gofpcL     If  he  hath  lived  ninety  and 
nine  years  in  fin,  even  yet  the  door  of  mercy  is  open,  if  be  will 
repent  and  embrace  that  Saviour,  who  bath  declared,  **  All 
*'  manner  of  fin  and  blafphemy  he  will  forgive/'     Here  is 
encouragement  and  ground  of  rejoicing  for  old  finners.     Let 
us  not  even  yec  defpair  ;  but  in  the  dofing  period  of  lifct  let 
us  glorify  God  by  (hewing  forth  the  mighty  power  of  his  grace 
in  our  converfion,  repentance,  faith  and  falvation.     The  oldeft 
finner  who  repents  fiiall  be  faved.    Ble/Ted  declaration  !  where- 
fore, let  the  /inner  bending  to  the  earth   under  a  weight  of 
years  turn  unto  the  Lord,  and  receive  the  rich  and  free  blef. 
fings  of  eternity.     You  will  fing  the  highcft  notes  of  grace  in 
the  cclcftiil  regions.     Some  were  called  at  the  eleventh  hour. 

And  witli  regard  to  Tinners  of  middle  age  there  is  hope  for 
you.  There  is  grace  enough  in  onr  Fatlicr's  houfe  and  to 
^  i'pare.  Jefus  came  to  call  finners  to  repentance.  Are  you 
fmncrs  ?  the  merciful  call  is  direfted  to  you.  **  Return  thou 
*•  backfliding  Ilrad,  laith  the  Lord,  and  I  will  not  canfe  mine 
•*  anger  to  fall  upon  you."  "  If  the  wicked  will  turn  from 
«  all  his  fins  that  he  haih  committed,  he  ihall  furely  live,  he 
*♦  (hall  not  die.     I  have  no  plcafure  in  the  death  of  him  that 
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^dhcBf  Guth  the  Lord  God,  \riierefort  tum  and  Ihre.  Rent 
^foor  hearty  and  not  your  gannents»  and  torn  unto  the  Lord 
•*  jroup  God,  for  he  is  graetous  and  mcrcifoly  (low  to  anger 
^  and  of  great  ktndnefi.  Tbas,  laith  the  Lord  of  hofts,  turn 
^  je  unto  met  and  I  will  turn  unto  you.''  There  were  in 
IBniveh  aged,  middle  aged  and  young  finners*  f  *  They  turned 
M  firom  their  evil  way,  and  God  repented  of  the  evil  that  he 
^  fiidhe  would  do  unto  them,  and  he  did  it  not."  Let  the 
grayer  of  all,  of  every  age  and  of  every  rank,  he,  **  Turn  us, 
«*OGod»aad  canfe  thy  fisiceto  flua^^asd  we  (hall  be  Cured" 
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SERMON    XIK. 


God  the  Author  ej  all  Afflidions  and  Trouble. 


Job»  ▼.  6f  7.  Jilthough  affliction  comet B  not  forth  ofthi  dtjl 
neither  doth  trouble  fpring  out  of  the  ground ;  yet  man  is  horn 
unto  troMcf  as  thefparks  fij  upnuard. 

THE  being  and  pcrfeftions  of  God  lie  at  the  fonndation 
of  all  piety  and  religion.     A  due  knowledge  and  fenfe  hereof 
is  the  fird  and  mod  immediate   ground  of  all  true  exercifes 
and  holy  aflfedions.     The  glorious  attributes  of  Jehovah  are 
the  primary  objedts,  to  which  religion  in  all   its  branches  has 
xefped.     Not  only  fo,  but  the  very  cfTence  of  it  confifts,  ia 
fentiments,  fenfations  and  feelings  of  heart  fuitable  and  an- 
fwerable  to  the  beauty,  glory  and  excellency  of  thefe  pcrfec- 
tiopSy  and  which,  when  properly  appxehended  and   realized, 
are  adapted  to  produce,  and  will  certainly  produce  in  all  ra- 
tional creatures,  whofe  temper  and   tade  is  as  it  ought  to  be- 
in  this  correfpondcnce  therefore  of  the  frame,  temper  and  ex- 
ercifes of  the  foul  to  the  real  chara^er  or  name  of  God,  con> 
Ms  flMicb  of  true  religion.    Hence  fome  juft  and  true  knowl* 
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edge  rfthe  grctt  Sapreme  muft  be  the  origin  of  every  fplritrf- 
ai  feeling  and  of  all  godly  pradlice.  Of  confequcnce,  if 
our  notions  and  conceptions  of  his  nature,  truths  and  perfec* 
lions  are  erroneous  and  falfc,  and  not  agreeable  to  the  ac- 
counts he  has  given  of  himfclf  in  his  word,  whatever  degree 
of  affedlions,  and  ftemingly  good  excrcifcs  of  heart,  thefe  no- 
tions  and  apprehenfions  may  produce  in  us,  there  can  be  no- 
thing in  them  of  true  religion.  Becaufe  the  obje<^s  by  which 
thefe  affc<5tions  are  excited^  are  deluTive  and  falie ;  they  have 

no  ezidence,  but  in  our  own  blind  and  deceived  minds,  hence 
thefe  exercifcs  and  afFcdions  have  no  correfpondence  to  the 
real  nature  and  peifedtions  of  God,  in  which  conGfts  the  very 
cflcnce  of  all  fincerc  piety  and  chriftian  godlinefs.  For  the 
fake  of  illuftration,  let  us  fuppofe  a  perfon  to  have  conceived 
'A  notion  of  God  as  a  being  of  a  blind  and  undiftinguifhing 
propenfity  to  compafllon,  mercy  and  indulgence  ;  of  fuch  ab- 
folute  facility  of  temper,  as  not  to  adhere  to  the  rules  of  juftice, 
or  to  regard  the  moral  conduit  of  his  creatures  ;  now  for  a 
perfon  from  thefe  apprehenfions  of  God,  to  be  pleafed  with 
him,  love  him,  and  feel  tranfports  of  affedion,  there  can  be 
no  religion  in  fuch  excrcifes  as  thefe,  for  all  is  mere  fancy  and 

delufion.  There  is  no  fuch  God,  and  the  being  he  refpe^b 
and  admires  Is  a  mere  idol  of  liis  imagination*  On  the  other 
hand,  let  us  fuppofe  a  perfon  to  have  conceived  an  idea  of 
God,  as  a  rigorous,  cruel  and  vindidive  being,  and  difpofed 
to  punifh  his  creatures,  merely  for  the  fake  of  punifbment,  now 
for  this  perfon  to  be  nlled  with  fear  and  dread  of  this  fuppoied 
deity,  and  is  very  cautious  in  all  his  condud,  left  he  (hould 
excite  his  refcntmcnt,  there  can  be  no  rcligon  in  this  fear,  for 
the  reafons  already  aligned. 

from  thefe  obfervations,  it  cannot  but  appear,  how  necef- 
fary  a  revelation  from  God  is,  to  teach  us  his  true  chara^cr, 
and  to  give  us  a  juft  knowledge  of  his  nature  and  perflfelons 
in  order  to  tlic  bcir.gand  practice  of  religion.     And  how  care- 


faUy  (hould  we  attend  to  the  accounts  given  Qs  m  this  ter^ 
lation  refpeAing  himfclf. 

Some  proper  knowledge  of  God  is  ncccflary  to  form  us  19 
thofe  frames,  excrcifcs  and  fcntiments,  which  we  ought  to  fed 
with  regard  to  all  his  providential  dijpenfations,  efpeciallf 
iuch  as  give  us  a  great  deal  cf  pain  and  affli^ion,  and  appear 
to  be  intended  for  this  very  purpofe.    Many  fuch  difpen&tions 
we  are  the  fubjeds  of  in  the  ccurfe  of  our  lives  ;  many  that 
are  exccdingly  painful  and  grcivous.     Our  text  affuref  us  that 
none  of  the  evils  which  befal  us  come  by  chance,  or  are  for- 
tuitous events.     Kowevcr  God  may  employ  fecondary  cati* 
fesin  the  a{£i£lion  of  mankind,  yet  it  is  his  hand  behmd  the 
fccne  that  direds  the  whole.     **  Afflidlion  cometh  not  forth  of 
*•  the  duft,  neither  doth  trouble  fpring  out  of  the  ground  ;  yet 
**  mau  is  born  to  trouble  as  the  fparks  fly  upwards,"     Neither 
foil  nor  climate  produce  aflliflions  without  the  agency  of  God. 
Nay,  fo  infignifScant  an  incident  as  a  fparrow  falling  to  tbe 
ground,  cannot  take  place  without  the  notice  of  our  heavenly 
father.     When  it  is  here  denied  that  afBiflions  and  troubles- 
are  not  mere  accidenuil  events,  nor  the  efFe^s  of  natural  and 
common  caufe?,  there  muftbe  fome  efficient  in  thcfc  matters  of 
great  importance,  and  this  can  be  none  other  but  God.     The 
denial  of  die  attribution  of  this  cfFeft  to  any  natural  agencv^ 
certainly  implies  in  the  cleared  manner,  that  God  is  the  author 
of  all  afllidion,  caLtiiiity  and  trouble,  which  befal  the  children 
cfmcn. 

The  implicated  afTertion  in  thefc:  words  (hall  employ  our 
attention  at  prefent,  to  wit,  that  when  mankind  are  affli^ed^ 
pained  and  grieved,  that  it  is  the  hand  of  God  which  doth 
tliefe  things.  Or  in  other  words,  when  mankind  is  in  trou- 
ble, God  is  the  author  of  all  their  affli<flions. 

To  this  head  of  afilidlions  are  to  be  reduced  all  the  natural 
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e?ik  which  men  tttlf  or  are  the  Aibje^  of.    AH  thole  natural 
things  uniTcrfallyy  which  give  us  pain  and  diftrefs,  deftroy  our 
comfort,  eafe  and  happinefs,  and  involve  us  in  mifer7»  anguifb 
and  wretchednefs  in  all  their  infinite  and  iodefcribable  forms* 
la  this  are  included  not  only  the  more  common  and  ordioaryy 
but  the  more  fignal  and  extraordinary  eventi  which  produce 
thefe  efficAsin  their  higher  and  more  painful  dcgreca.    The 
tmimeration  of  thefe,  even  under  general  heads,  exceeds  the 
powers  of  calculation.     Such  as  wars^  famines,  peftHenees, 
conflagrations,  inundations,  bereavements,  difcafes,  death,  &c* 
la  one  fentence,  all  the  plagues  and  natural  evils  of  this  life 
and  of  the  world  to  come.    He  who  can  count  the  drops  of  the 
.  ocean,  or  the  fands  on  the  ebbing  (here,  let  htm  ondeitake  tlie 
CDumenttion.     When  we  fpeak  of  the  divine  agency  in  the 
evils  among  rational  beings  throughout  the  untrcrfe,  or  the 
evils  comprehended  in  time  and  eternity,  all  know  that  evils 
are  of  two  kinds,  natural  and  moral,  and  we  muft  always  care- 
fillly  dlAinguifh  between  them.     Natural  evil   is  that  which 
confifts  in  pain  and  fuffering  in  all  its  infinite  variety  and  ex- 
tent ;  moral  evil  is  that  which  is  contrary  to  duty,  a  want  of 
conformity  to  the  divine  law,  or  a  violation  of  moral  obliga-i 
tion*     God  is  not  the  author  of  moral  evil,  neither  indeed 
can  be.     This  is  abfolutely  out  of  the  power  of  his  nature  as 
It  implicates  impotency,  weaknefs  and  inconfiftency,  which  arc 

ever  far  from  God.  He  is  infinitely  abhorrent  to  every  thing 
of  this  kind.  '  He  is  not  tcniptcd  with  evil,  neither  doth  he 
tempt  any  man.  All  pofitlvc  .icfency  or  dircd  and  immeJi* 
ate  influence  in  the  produiftion  ot'lin  wojld  be  a  renunciation 
of  his  exigence,  a  denial  of  hlnifeif,  and,  O  blafphcmous 
txprefiion,  that  he  had  commenced  fmncr  !  Few  of  the  authors 
of  mctaphyfical  divinity,  from  Dr.  Twifs  down  to  tlic  pre- 
fcnt  day,  but  what  I  have  rjad  ;  I  knew  ihcy  can  twifl  words 
to  fpcak  things  which  they  mean  rot,  and  which  they  would 
ROt  wifli  any  to  underftand  in  their  ufjial  arreptption.  Divines 
ar;d  raoralifts,  likeQtlicr  philofophers,  bu:onic  fomctimcs  in- 
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toxicatcd  with  fpccukrions,  they  iffuc  affcrtions  and  tl.cn  fpcni 
pages  of  cxpknation,  and  finally,  after  much  labonr,  ftudy  and 
toU,  as  they  can  be  under ftood,  they  return  again  within  dit 
lines  of  fobriety  and  cottimon  fcnle. 

God  has  permitted  fin  for  wife  and  moft  important  plirpo* 
pofes  to  enter  into  this  world,  and  he  OTemiles  it  for  the  glory 
of  his  name  and  the  benefit  of  the  general  fyftem.  It  is  enough- 
for  us  to  bdieve,  **  That  the  wrath  of  man  fliall  praifc  hia 
^  and  that  the  remainder  of  wrath  he  will  reftrain." 

Though  we  in  the  moA  perfed  manner  acquit  God  of  be^ 
kig  the  author  of  fin  or  moral  evil,  yet  reafon  and  (cripturs 
every  where  declare  him  to  be  the  caofe  or  author  of  natural 
•vil,  of  all  pain,  punifhment  and  fuffering  from  the  loweft  to 
the  higheft  degree,  both  in  this  world  and  in  the  world  of  helU 
He  is  the  author  hereof  in  divers  reipeds. 

Firft,  as  he  is  the  founder  of  that  cftablithroent  by  which 
natural  evil  becomes  infeparably  conneAed  to,  or  with  moraL 
Tlie  former  is  the  unchangeable  effe A  of  the  latter.  This  con- 
nexion is  as  indiflbluble  as  caufe  and  efiFed.  Where  one 
takes  place>  the  other  certainly  follows*  God  has  folemnly 
demondrated  that  this  conne<5lion  is  inviolable  and  indifiblva- 
ble  in  any  other  way  but  by  the  gofpel.  He  has  difplayed 
this  truth  with  awful  and  incontrollabk  evidence  in  the  death 
and  fuffcrings  of  his  only  begotten  fon,  when  he  flood  in  the 
law,  room  and  place  of  guilty  finners. 

Secondly,  he  is  the  author  of  afilidllon  or  natural  evil,  as  he 
by  pofitive  influence  and  dired  agency,  in  confequcnce  of  the 
iniquities  of  men,  brings  on  tliofe  events,  changes  and  revolu- 
tions, which  are  productive  of  the  greateft  pain,  mifery  and 
didrefs  to  toankind.  This  influence  is  employed  in  a  thoufand 
iniperceptible  modes,  fo  concurrent  with  the  vifible  courfe  of 


tlKiAgSi  that  hiSi  hand  is  neither  obfer^ed  nor  6cm(i()er6di 
Heace  the  eventt.are  aTcribei  to  the  mzn  operation  of  nata- 
ral  caolest  while  God  is  the  author  of  all  thefe  diftrefles  and 
botthlet.  Thefe  ought  always  to  be  attended  to  by  rational 
creature^  as  a  jttft  correction  of  their  fins^'defigned  by  heaven 
for  their  amendmeot  and  their  good.  Sometimes  God  exerts 
his  agency  in  the  produAion  of  events  for  the  punifliment  of 
the  wickedaefs  of  men,  which  are  very  extraordinary  in  their 
appearance,  and  fla(h  terror  on  the  mod  blind  and  ftupid  foul ; 
he  fufpends  the  laws  of  the  natural  {fiUnif  arrcfts  the  fun  in 
his  coorfe,  caufes  the  flaff  in  the  hand  to  become  a  ferpent» 
opens  feas  and  riyers  to  make  a  pafHige  of  dry  ground,  caufes 
waters  to  flow  from  the  flinty  rock,  8cc.  At  other  times  where 
the  laws  of  nature  are  untouched,,  they  are  fo  overruled  as 
that  events  arife  which  are  preternatural,  and  pour  down 
torrents  of  affli^on  on  man.  God  a^s  herein  in  all  inftances, 
not  only  as  the  Lord  of  nature,  but  as  the  moral  Governor  of 
the  univerfe.  And  he  has  invifibly  produced  and  applied 
fhffe  events  in  fuch  a  connexion  with  wickedncfs,  as  is  a  full 
demonflration  of  the  fcriptures  being  the  infpiratlon  of  God* 
Any  perfon  well  informed  in  the  hiftory  of  the  bible,  cannot 
avoid  obfcnrations  of  this  dreadful  import. 

That  God  is  the  author  of  all  natural  evil,  in  all  its  com- 
mon and  tremendous  forms,  let  us  a  liitie  attend  to  the  evIJen- 
CCS  of  this  awful  truth.  None  I  hope  can  mifunderftand  my 
meaning  on  this  fubje<fl,  when  all  natural  evil  is  afcribed  to 
God  as  the  author  thereof,  that  it  intends,  all  afflidions,  pain*, 
fttffcrings  and  calamities,  which  we  can  be  the  fubje^s  of,  in 
our  perfpnal,  family,  national  capacities,  charasfleis  or  rela- 
tions. It  Isthit  punishment  which  (lands  infallibly  conncifled 
iprith  fm  by  the  divine  corJ.iitutien.  Had  not  mankind  finned, 
they  would  never  have  known  wh:it  natural  evil  meant.  But 
as  they  are  fimiers  God  has  determined  to  entail  calamities 
upon  this  guilty  and  unhappy  world.     %Viiticfore  all  |.umfli* 
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mtnt  or  natural  evil  !s  to  be  confldered  ar  proceeding  from 
his  hand  both  in  time  and  eternity.  That  God  is  the  ai^thor 
tof  all  the  puniflimeot  in  the  eternal  world  is  plain.  He  formed 
that  direful  divifion  in  the  future  fUte,  called  hell.  He  inffi6U 
all  the  awful  torments  which  devils  and  damned  fpirits  fuffer 
tliere.  The  vials  of  his  wrath  are  continually  pouring  into 
their  guilty  fpirits  and  the  fmoke  of  his  vengeance  afcends  for- 
ever and  even  This  is  the  reward  which  the  finally  impeni- 
tdnt  and  the  workers  of  iniquity  receive  from  the  hand  of  their 
Maker.  The  burnings  of  Tophit,  that  tremendous  fiimace; 
are  kindled  by  the  breath  of  Jehovah.  No  doubt  the  devils 
•  and  wicked  in  hell  are  great  tormentors  one  of  another.  God 
operates  by  inftrumcnts  and  means  in  all  worlds.  All  this 
eternal  evil  is  ordained  as  the  punifhment  of  iniquity  and  the 
rtward  of  tranfgrcflion. 

Now  if  God  be  the  author  of  the  greatcft  poffible  natural 
evil,  furcly  vdth  the  utmoft  propriety  the  Icfs  may  be  attHbu* 
ted  to  him.  Hence  it  is  apparent  whatever  may  be  the  means 
orfecondarycaufes  employed,' God  is  the  real  author  of  all 
their  pains,  afflidions  and  troubles  of  this  mortal  life*  "  Af- 
<*  flidllon  arifeth  not  of  the  dufl  of  the  earth,  nor  doth  forrow 
"  come  forth  of  the  ground.  There  is  not  evil  in  the  city  and 
"the  Lord  hath  no  hand  in  it."  j^ob  declares  that  natural 
evils  proceed  from  God.  "  Shall  we  receive  good  at  the  hand 
<*  of  God,  and  (hall  we  not  receive  evil  V*  Therefore  why 
fhould  a  living  man  complain,  a  man  for  the  punifhment 
of  his  fms  ? 

TLc  icriptt^res  are  full  of  authorities  in  confirmation  ofthis 
matter.  All  the  troubles  and  calamities  of  both  faints  and 
fmners,  are  always  afcribed  to  the  moral  Governor  of  the  uni- 
vcrfc.  He  V.MS  die  author  of  all  the  plagues  of  £^pt ;  def- 
troycd  I  he  fir fl  bom  of  the  land,  and  drowned  Pharoah  and  hil 
-holh  i*^  ihe  red  lea.     He  was  the  author  of  all  the  calamities 
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•TtHe  children  ^Ifraelin  the  wildcrnefs ;  flew  them  by  tlioa^ 
fends,  and  caufed  all  thefe  emigrants  to  perifh  in  the  deferg 
feve  Calib  and  Jojhua.  He  often  afflicted  them  with  wars» 
»  peftilence  and  famine  ;  fcourged  them  by  the  nations  round 
aboaty  and  diftreiTed  them  by  the  Canaanites  in*  tlie  midft  of 
them.  He  carried  them  into  Babylofi^  ruined  their  city  and 
comitryt  and  finally  difperfed  them  among  all  nations  as  they 
are  at  this  day.  God  was  the  author  of  the  deftrudion  of 
BahyUtt^  Edomt  Moah^  Iffc.  Yea,  he  has  pulled  down  pations^ 
and  ice  up  kingdoms  from  the  beginning  even  to  the  prefent 
time^  Thus  sdl  affli^ion,  tieublc  and  diftrefs,  whether  it  ref* 
pedis  nations,  communities,  or  individuals,  comes  from  the 
band  of  God.-  Nay,  an  arrow  is  not  fliot  from  a  bow,  but  he 
direds  it  at  pleafure,  and  fends  it  to  the  joints  of  the  harnefi. 
It  is  as  certain  that  God  is  the  author  of  all  punifliment  and 
affliidion,  both  mediately  and  immediately,  as  that  he  is  the 
Supreme  Governor  of  the  univerfe. 

It  cannot  be  faud  thar  Nebuchadnezar  deftroyed  Ifrael^  and 
Cyrust  Baiyhn^  any  further  than  that  they  were  inftruments  in 
tbe  hand  of  God,  and  fcourges  to  thefe  nations  for  their  iniqui- 
ties  and  abominations*  It  cannot  be  faid  that  Satan  was  the 
^  author  of  all  the  calamities  which,  befel  Job,  for  he  could  not 
do  the  leaft  thing,  however* malicious  he  is,- but  by  divine  per- 
niffion  and  dire^ion^  It  is^  remarkable  that  J9b  never  once 
blamed  the  Sabeans^  Chaldeans^  the  devil,  or  the  winds  and  the 
ftorms,  but  as  a  good  and  well  informed  man,  who  underftood 
divine  providence,  acknowledged  all  that  c^me  upon  him,  , 
was  from  God# 

It  will  be  objeAed,  that  when  our  Lord  healed  a  woman, . 
who  had  been  bound  eighteen  years,  he  charges  this  afili^on 
upon  the  devil  as  the  author  of  it.     *<  Ought  not  this  woman 
^  who  Satah  bound  thefe  eighteen  years  be  loofed  from  this 
<^  bond  on  the  iabbath  day  ?"    To  which  it  is  replied,  that 
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fcriptute  muil  be  interpreted  by  fcrlpture,  afcJ  ever  ondctfiocci 
in  confiftency  with  itfelf.  The  y^u//  crucified  eur  Sa^iour^ 
a  foldier  run  a  fpear  into  bis  fiJey  &c.  yet  it  was  God  tlxLt 
bruifed  him,  his  ^rath  bounded  him,  and  bis  fword  wa^ 
drawn  again  (I  the  man  that  was  his  fellow.  Although  the 
Ij^ewi  performed  the  moil  wieked  dttdf  which  trzs  ever  per* 
petrated  under  the  fun,  yet  it  was  the  juftice  and  wrath  of 
God  which  was  due  to  the  iniquities  of  man  laid  upon  hiin» 
that  was  the  fole  caufe  of  all  the  fufierings,  uhich  Chrift  un- 
derwent. He  endured  no  more  pain  and  calamity  than  God 
was  pleafed  to  lay  upon  him.  So  this  unhappy  woman^  wbat- 
X  ever  affidion  ihe  may  have  endured,  fatan  was  nothing  more 
than  the  mean  or  inftrument,  under  the  permiflioa  and  dircc 
tion  of  Gody  of  all  her  troubles  and  calamities. 

« 

Satan  and  fin»  in  the  facrtd  oracles  are  frequently  viM  at. 
fyncnymous  terms.  £in  is  the  procuring  caufe  of  Gods  com- 
ing forth  in  all  the  infinite  variety  of  afBiflions  which  fall  up6n 
the  children  of  men,  upon  faints  and  iinners.  JLet  it  be  here  ob- 
ierred,  when  God  deals  out  painful  and  affile ive  difpenfationSf 
be  always,  to  the  whole  view  of  the  univerfe,  proceeds  upon  the 
principles  of  juftice  and  equity  and  iiever  punilhes  as  a  Sore- 
reign  ;  "  He  doth  not  affliftvillingly  or  grieve  the  children  -of 
•*  men."  This  will  be  conildcred  in  a  future  lc6tuie.  In  the  dc* 
luge,  in  the  deftru^ion  of  .J^^/i?;«  and  Gf;wfr/i/f,  there  vas  no- 
thing of  arbitrarinefs  or  caprice  in  hiscondud.  IrJT.Aice  cannot 

dwell  with  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth.  Juftice  an  J  judgment  are 
the  guardians  of  his  throne,  and  he  never  devi^.tcs  ficm  the 
perfe<flion  of  righteoufnefs. 

A  very  brief  imfrcvcsricnt  fl;all  fiiilfii  the  fuljcc*^. 

rirft,  we  are  here  taught,  thst  the  ccrfideraticn  of  aiBIClive 
events,  of  whatever  kird  or  extent  the  f^me  may  be,  as  origin- 
ating from  the  infinitely  wile  agency  of  God«  are  die  cnly 
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fiiiiniliirinnnn  which  dwy  can  moke  any  proper  hnpraBoni 
ttpoQ  us»  pr  we  can  receive  nay  ibpport  or  confolation  tmdir 
them.  This  attention  to  troubks  and  calanitki,  and  a  dtie 
confideratton  of  them  in  theirfearce  and  in  all  their  baftrii^ty 
cannot  fail  of.prodaohig  nfeful  and  good  effe^.  But  atai ! 
the  Ml  means  of  improvement  wiUi>e  of  no  avail  wMiottt  Ae 
influences  of  the  Holf  Ghoft  to  give  them  cffeft. 

Secondly,  tht  confukration  of  a  jnft,  holf  8od*gnri;idi»<3od 
(ending  dithreiles  npon  usand  {^raffing  ut  under  many  trotblew 
is  the  highell  poffible  encouragement  and  confolatton  to  a  be- 
lts ving  heart.     Let  all  who  have  experienced  any  deep  aflSiic* 

tions,  and  whofe  views  and  exerciies  under  them  have  been  ia 
any  meafare  of  a  right  kind,  acknowledge  that  it  was  good 
for  them  to  have  been  afflided.  A  quiet,  refigned  and  llib. 
miiiive  feeling  in  ttoubles,  blnnt  much  of  their  force,  and  di£^ 
arm  them  of  iheir  fting.  Under  thefe  apprchenfions  and  (en- 
fations  the  foul  will  often  rejoice  in  tribulations.  No  circum« 
fiance  to  a  pious  mind  in  afflidions  renders  them  fo  grievous 
and  infupportable,  as  the  want  of  a  rcaliflng  fenfe  of  the  parti- 
cular hand  of  God  In  them.  This  feeling  and  perception  will 
be  the  firlt  cure  and  concern  of  fuch  a  perfon  to  obtain,  and  a 
le finding  meafure  to  all  proper  exercifes  of  heart  in  times  of 
trouble. 

Thirdly,  we  here  learn,  that  it  would  be  a  dreadful  thing, 
if  this  world  in  all  its  calamities,  changes  and  revolutions, 
were  not  under  tlie  immediate  government  of  God.  A  re* 
fiedion  of  this  kind  would  dedroy  the  whole  comfort  of  exiflence 
in  it.  Exiilence  in  tliis  world,  if  the  Governor  of  the  univerfe 
had  not  the  adminiiiration,  w.«uld  be  acurfe,  and  abfolutely 
infupportable,  amidil  all  its  tiniel  (hows.  No  earthly  affluence 
can  compenfate  to  a  good  man,  the  abfence  of  the  fatisfa«fHon 
of  the  divine  government.  On  tliis  fuppofitioui  it  were  bet- 
ter not  bC}  than  hold  eziftence. 
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Laftlf)  let  this  fobjed  exhort  us,  moft  firmly  to  bdiere  ia 
God,  his  perfe^ons  and  confiant  fuperintendiBg  care  over  all 
diiogs ;  let  us  be  padent  under  afflidions  and  troubles  ;  in  all 
feafons  of  diflrefs  acknowledge  his  holj  hand;  repent  of  our 
fins  ;.  fubmit  to  the  divine  will ;  and  glorify  him  in  adverikf 
as  well  as  prafperity.  Remember,  an  eminent  part  of  religion 
confifts  in  fubmiffion  to  God*  **  Jefiis,  our  perfed  ^^v^f^, 
^  (aid,  even  lb,  Father,  for  lib  it  fccmed  good  in  thy  fight* 
**  Thy  will  be  done.''  All  the  followers  of  Chrift,  Igrfiatcver 
maj  be  their  fu&rings  in  thislife^  will  furely  be  happy. ' 


SERMON    XX. 


"God^s  Pleafure  is   not  the  AffiiElion    of  his 

Creatures. 


Sanu  ill,  35.    For  he  doth  not  affllH  ^iUingly^  nor  grUve  thi  ^ 

children  of  men. 


AFFLICTIONS  confidered  abftraaijT  and  objeaivdjt  or 
in  theinfelyesy  can  never  be  pleafing  to  any  good  being  for 
their  own  fake.  Miiery^  in  its  own  nature,  is  ever-  abhorrent 
to  the  heart  of  re^itude.  Yet  however  reludant  the  Divine 
Being  nay  be  to  punifli  his  creatures,  it  may,  by  their 
condudt,  become,  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  honor  of  his 
oaine,  the^fupport  of  his  government,  the  dignity  of  his 
laws»  and  the  good  of  the  general  fyftem.  Hence  we  fee  pan- 
ifliments  from  heaven  are  inflicted  upon  finners  of  every  age 
and  of  every  defcription  in  this  world  and  the  next.  In  the 
words  before  us,  God  makes  a  declaration  for  the  vindication 
of  his  own  charader,  and  for  an  ioducement  to  tranfg^efTors 
to  take  all  blame  upon  themfelves.  God  declares  that  the  af- 
fli^ions  and  griefs  of  his  creatures,  tho'^^mpofed  by  his  handy 
are  not  agreeable  to  his  heart.  It  is  true  he  afili<as  and  put^ 
to^aininall  cafe%  butlhcfc  arc  to  him  a  ftrange  work,  a 
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work  in  which  he  has  no  pleafore.  Hence  he  iffaes  the  pn* 
clamation  in  our  text  to  all  intelligences.  It  is  an  eftabliflied 
mazim,  an  aphorifm  without  exception.  "  He  does  not  afflldl 
<•  willingl7»  nor  grieve  the  children  of  men.' '  This  is  an  af* 
iertion  of  perfe<a  truth  in  all  inftances  whatfoever,  Ouratten* 
tioo  at  prefent  (hall  be  confined  to  the  conHrmatton  and  il* 
luftrati<»i  of  tins  foul  comforting  dofbrine.  Hence  yon  will 
pjfafr  to  conllder  the  enfuing  remarks. 

Krftf  when  it  is  here  faid  that  God  doth  not  willingly  af« 
fid  or  grieve  his  creatures,  it  cannot  be  the  meaning  that  he 
doth  not  ad  freely  and  roluntarily  in  the  difpenfation  of  pn* 
oHhineats  and  afflidions,  as  if  he  wete  not  in  thefe  cafes  a  fiee 
tgent  who  aded  his  own  plcafure,  or  did  as  he  chofe  to  do ; 
bat  was  onder  thft.foree  of  compolfion  in  ads  of  this  kind. 
That  God  noft  be  perfedly  free  in  all  his  condud  is  a  conclo- 
Bm  irtdch  frifes  from  the  very  idea  of  his  nature.  To  fupppfe 
he  coold  be  the  fubfed  of  force  or  compnlfion,  would  amoont 
to  the  fame  thing  as  to  fuppofe  diere  was  no  God.  For  if  he 
be  not  foperior  to  all  controul  and  force>  he  is  not.  All  divine 
aAif  as  they  maft  forever  eiclodt  every  idea  of  force, 'they 
axe  abfolotely  free»  hence  they  arc  always  the  refult  of  inward 
choice  and  preference.  There  are  no  grounds  for  any  ads  of 
rational  beings  but  two,y^r<nf  znd  choice  ;  therefore  where  the 
former  is  excluded  the  latter  is  e(bd>liflied.  Th&  very  natni^ 
of  liberty  as  it  belongs  to  moral  agents,  is  to  do  as  they  ch^e. 
And  the  verv  nature  of  ;i  tree  adtion  is,  that  it  was  the  eSed' 
of  choice  and  not  of  compulQon.  The  only  thing  incompati- 
ble Is  external  force. 

Hence  all  the  a>5t<;  of  Jehovah  are  perfedly  free  and  volun- 
tary, his  punitive  afls  aaJ  aifiidive  providences,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  his  mere/  and^ncj.  This  is  true  from  the  lowed  to- 
the  higheft  inftances  of  them.  The  damnation  of  the  wicked, 
•f  the  finally  impenitent  and  unbelieving,  Is  as  free  and  volun- 
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laf^ii)  ad  ia  Godt  a^"  the  glorification  of  true  &mt5.  The 
one  is  as  much  the  reiUlt  of  choice  as  the  other*  Thus  I  pre* 
fame  tki$  remark  is  fufficientl^r  CTident. 

Secondly,  it  cannot  ibe  the  intention  of  the  afTertion  in  our 
text,  that  whatfoerer  afflictions  he  fends  upon  mankind  gives 
him  any  imaginable  tindure  of  pain  or  uneaGnefs,  or  in  any 
way  difturbs  the  tranquility  of  the  eternal  mind.  The  thoughts^ 
attempts  s^nd  permitted  outrages  of  creatures^  cannot  make 
the  leaft  alteration  or  change  there.  The  fyftem  is  unchange- 
ahly  eftablifhed}  all  proceeds  on  in  the  order  of  perfedion  f 
and  the  compofed  redlitude  of  the  divine  mind,  prohibits  every 

weaknefs  of  alteration.  Whatever  mortals  may  think»  he 
certainly  enjoys  himfelf  in  the  full  perfeftion  of  felicity,  not^ 
withftanding  all  the  infinite  variety  of  changes,  weaknefles, 
infirmities,  and  iniquities,  which  pafs  before  him,   and  which 

■    ■ 

lie  permits,   directs  and  governs.     All  that  comes   to  paf^ 

throughout  all  worlds,  is  under  his  fovercign  contrcul.  He 

does  according  to  his  pleafure  in  heaven  and  in  earth*  His 
pleafure  and  happinefs  direds  univerfal  nature. 

The  happinefs  of  God  is  the  happinefs  of  the  univerfc,  and 
it  Rands  infinitely  diftant  from  improvement  or  retrenchment. 
The  happinefs  of  God  is  the  fource  of  the  felicity  of  all  beings. 
This  is  the  fountain  of  bleffednefs  to  all  virtuous  and  good 
beings,  both  angels  and  men.  This  is  the  fpring  of  all  faiis- 
fa^ion,  pleafure  and  enjoyment  throughout  all  worlds.  A 
dcftrucrion  of  this  would  entail  mifei  y  upon  the  whole  fyftem 
of  intelligences.  It  would  fpread  dcTolation,  horror,  and 
torment  through  all  nature.  Even  an  indifference  to  the  di- 
vine happinefs,  is  an  indifference  to  his  eiidcnce,  and  is  fuch  a 
reflexion  upon  the  whole  of  being,  as  ftrongly  indicates  the 
mod  abandoned  wickednefs. 

The  efientialhappineis  and  hollaed  of  Go  J  Is  an  exhibition 

Da 


^£ils  clactz&er  in  nghteous  and  holy  t&onh  conieqilesilf  be 
enjoys  an  infinite  complacency  and  fati«fa^ion  in  his  mo»  €<»>- 
dadt  in  all  inftances.  This  therefore  muft  be  the  cafe  in  the 
inflldtion  of  pain»  mifery  and  diftrefi»  as  well  as  his  difpenfii- 

tions  of  lAercy,  grace  and  goodnefi.  Would  it  ho  extending 
die  idea  too  far,  to  fay,  that  God  is  as  really  happy  in  the 
damnation  of  finners,  as  in^the  falvation  of  them  that  believe  ? 
—or  that  he  has  as  real  a  complacency  in  his  own  condud  in 
the  one  cafe  ai  in  the  other  ?  In  courts  of  human  juftice»  the 
condemnation  of  a  malefa^or  is  as  truly  an  ad  of  benero- 
fence,  as  conferring  rewards  where  they  are  d^ferved.  Selfifli 
afflidions  are  prone  to  think  othcrwifc,  but  there  bno  founda^ 
tion  for  this  in  the  nature  of  things. 

"When  it  is  faid  God  doth  not  afflidl  willingly,  nor  grieve 
the  children  of  men,  it  appears  to  import  the  foUowhig 
things* 

Tirft,  that  the  pains  and  miferies  of  his  creatures  are  not 
in  themfeves,  abftradlly  confidercd,  objeds  agreeable  to  God, 
or  to  the  feelings  of  any  good  being.  He  does  not  inflift  pun- 
ilhments  for  their  own  fake,  and  diftrefTes  and  troubles  are  not 
obje<fls  of  his  pleafure.  The  divine  nature  is  infinitely  abhor- 
rent from  every  difpofition  of  this  kind.  This  is  a  difpofitioa 
wholly  proper  to  creatures  of  corruption,  fuch  as  devils  and 
wicked  men.  It  is  a  branch  of  malignity  of  temper,  and  dif* 
interefted  malevolence.  The  bleifed  God  clears  himfelf  by  an 
oath  of  every  imputation  of  this  kind.  "  As  I  live,  faith  the 
"  Lord  God,  I  have  no  pleafure  in  the  death,  or  mifery  of 
"  the  wicked,  but  ratlier  that  they  iheuld  turn  and  live.**  The 
life  and  hap[)ineis  of  his  creatures  are  his  delight,  but  their 
mi(l*ry  and  torment  his  abhorrence.  God  has  no  more  -plea- 
ibre  in  natural  than  in  moral  evil ;  they  are  both  alike  difa- 
.^eeable  to  his  nature.  Hence  he  afEidls  not,  nor  infills 
^|>uni(hment  upon  finners  for  any  pleafure  arifuig  therefrom. 
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SMimdlyf  He  does  nol'dlfpenie  paias  and  troubles  becanfr 
&t  ddif^ts  in  rigour  or  feverity.  This  particular  expreffes 
fihnething  different  from  the  former.  There  is  a  difpoiiticHi 
among  fallen  creatures  often  to  cany  demerited  punifiiment 
ttx>  far  ;  not  to  what  can  be  ftridlf  fiikd  injuftice,  but  farther 
tban  was  abfolutely  nece/Tary  to  anfwer  the  ends  of  ptmifh" 
menty  botb  with  refpeft  to  the  delinquent,  the  law»  and  the 
community.  A  lefs  meafure  would  have  perfedly  ferved  al^ 
the  ends  of  juflice  and  govemment»  therefore  every  degree  of 
rigour  and  (eyerity»  or  the  extremity  of  jufticey  is  far  from  the 
Moft  High.  Tho'  there  may  be  nothing  in  this  cafe  fbi^ly 
onjufty  yet  it  awakens  the  idea  of  an  imperfect  charader. 
There  is  fbmething  ia  the  exhibition  not  amiable  or  lovely^ 
When  God  declares^  he  does  not  afflid  willingly,  it  evidently 
means  to  deny>4hat  he  ever  fends  anguifh  and  trouble  upon 
his  creatures  in  the  lead  tindured  with  rigour  and  feverityt 
God  lays  no  more  upon  his  creatures  than  is  juftly  necefTary 
to  fupport  hifr  govemmenty  vindicate  his  charader,  and 
exhibit  the  evil  and  danger  of  fm  to  the  univerfe.  The  glo^. 
lious  Jehovah  is  infinitely  remote  from  feverities  and  every 
thing  of  tins  kind  in  bis  nature^  temper,  character  and  go. 
vemment#^ 

Thirdly^  remark,  that  the  infiidions  of  griefs,  forrow^,  pains 
and  troubles,  on  die  children  of  men,  is  not  an  arbitrary  aft 
in  God,  or  the  mere  effed  of  fovereign  will  and  pleafure.  It 
h  declared,  ^'  He  will  have  mercy  on  whom  he  will  have 
^  mercy."  But  it  is  never  faidr  ^^  He  will  puni(h  whom  he 
«*^will  punifh."  Nothing  can  be  more  plainly  erprefTed  in 
words,  than  the  contra^  of  tlfis  in  our  text.  It  is  certain  all 
cxercifes  of  mercy  and  grace  towards  fmncrs,  originates  from 
the  fovereign  pleafure  and  will  of  the  great  Supreme.  To 
fiibftitute  any  other  principle  in  the  fleftd  of  this,  would  be  a 
&bverfio&ofthegofpel,  which  is  to  give  all  glory  to  God  ish 
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the  (alvation  of  men.    That  no  flcfh  fhould  glory  in  hii  pre* 
fence,  but  tlut  he  that  gloiicth  (hould  ^lory  m  the  Lord. 

But  in  tlie  dlHribution  of  puniHiinents  to  his  creatures,  the 
foundation*  mealure,  and  rule  of  his  condud^,  is  entirely  dif- 
ferent. In  this  cafe  God  never  afls  arbitrarily,  or  from  mere 
fovcreign  will  and  pleafure.  The  proceedings  of  his  adnointf- 
tration  in  this  refpedl  are  altogether  of  another  nature.  Kere 
the  unchangeable  principles  and  rules  which  rel'ult  frczn  his 
own  cfT^niial  redilude,  and  the  inviolaMe  nature  of  his  per* 
fe<5li9ns,  a  copy  of  which  he  has  fcrved  us  with  in  the  holy 
fcriptures,  and  attedcd  it  in  all  ciiies  cf  tliis  nature,  to  be  the 
invariable  (landard  of  his  proceedings. 

Obferre  that  this  cftabliflimentf"»rih:  pniiifbment  of  inqui- 
ty,  is  not  an  arbitrary  meafu»^e,  but  ariies  from  the  nature, 
reafon  and  relation  of  things,  from  the  attributes  of  God,  and 
the  propriety  of  his  adminifterlng  the  government  of  his  exten* 
five  dominions.  And  every  degree  of  punilhment  afii^ncd  to 
the  tranfgrtffors  of  reafon  and  the  eiernHl  la;^'s  of  rcdlitude,  is 

no  arbitrary  z&.  Punifhment  or  afIli*5lion  in  all  its  nature 
and  degrees,  can  never  under  an  infinitely    wife  government, 

exceed  the  bounds  of  fitnefs  and  reafon.  No  fmner  in  eaith  or 
hell  can  juftly  fay  his  pnniOimtnt  is  exceffive,  or  arifcs  in  the 
kail  mcafure  b-yond  his  demerits.  The  very  fuppofition  of 
any  excefs  in  this  bafinefs  would  be  dellroying  ihe  natural  as 
well  as  the  moral  differ tncc  of  things.  It  would  be  caftiug 
God  from  his  throne  cf  perfc^  juftice  and  judgment,  def 
troying  the  diftinSion  between  virtue  and  vice,  fm  and  hoii- 
nefs,  and  involving  the  whole  uni verfe  in  tremendous  rnin. 
The  leaft  deviation  from  perfecl  rule  in  the  diltiibaiion  of 
punirtimcnts,  would  be  worfe  than  i\  e  wreck  of  nature  and 
the  crulh  of  worlds.  But  if  the  punlfnmcnt  of  fm  ariies  fr<  m 
the  perfetflions  of  God,  and  every  degree  of  ic  isfouRdcd  on  the 
holioefs  of  his  law,  then  it  is  dcmoudrably   evlJect,  that  no 


inAa&ct  of  affiaimi  or  puuilinient  is  or  ctnbe  tn  titntrary  aft 
oadieptxtofGod. 

Foarthlf,  we  remarki  that  God  never  affiifts  or  punifliei 
Ins  creatuxes  without  an  adequate  and  fufficient  caofe ;  nay 
not  without  the  greateft  neccflit}',  founded  in  the  nature  of 
tbi^gSy  and  in  his  own  unchangeable  exiftence*  This  con* 
clufion  is  perfedly  accurate  with  regard  to  both  worlds,  to 
the  future  as  well  as  the  prefent  fiate.  We  fee  the  niieriei 
and  diftreiTesof  this  world  are  exceedingly  great>  but  the  evils 

of  the  other  world  to  which  impenitent  finners  go,  according  to 
dmne  revelation,  arc  infinitely  greater.  There  is  a  demerit 
in  the  nature  of  fin,  and  in  the  temper  and  conduct  of  finuers, 
which  renders  it  indifpenfably  neceflary  in  the  judgment  of 
infinite  wifdom,  which  cannot  be  fufpedted  of  wcaknefs  or  par- 
tiality, to  inflidt  punifhments  with  all  due  proportion.  In  this 
world  all  punifbment,  however  dreadful,  is  ever  from  the  com- 
panion and  forbearance  of  God,  directed  in  the  lowefl  propor- 
tion to  creatures  in  a  (late  of  probation  for  their  correc- 
tion and  amendment  ;  and  in  the  future  Hate,  no  punifhmcnt 
will  in  one  iota  exceed  the  laws  of  equity  and  reafon.  Perfect 
righteoufnefs  holds  the  reins  of  government  in  all  worlds. 
And  this  is  an  invariable  maxim  in  all  the  divine  difpenfations» 
••  He  doth  not  afl9[i<5l  willingl}',  nor  grieve  the  children  of 
•«  men.** 

We  have  in  lime  paft  experienced  innumerable  evils  and 
diftreffes  in  this  life,  and  our  lives  are  continually  chequered 
with  them,  therefore  we  ought  fcrioufly  to  confider  that  all 
this  is  not  accidental — it  is  from  God.  Thefe  calami- 
ties are  not  to  pleafe  himfelf  or  difplcafe  us.      There  is  fomc- 

thing  in  us  in  refpeA  to  the  law  and  perfedlions  of  the  Mod 
High,  which  renders  it  abfolutely  neceflary  we  fhould  be  treat- 
ed in  this  manner.     It  is  an  immutable  principle,  that  the  God 


•f  all  the  earth  always  does  that  which  is  right*  The  Creai^ 
ment  therefore  from  a  moft  righteous  being,  argues  (bmethine 
extremely  wrong>  and  infinitely  offenfhre  and  provoking  in  ns 
that  can  lay  the  ground  for  fuch  a  neceflityy  compelling  zq  it 
were  a  charader  of  fuch  extreme  amiablenefs  and  nnipotted 
purity*  to  the  infli^ion  of  evils  abhorrent  to  his  nature.  God 
is  love — ^punifhment  is  his  ftrange  work — we  are  finnerSf  and 
the  miferies  of  this  life>  and  the  pains  of  hell>  demonftratCi  that 
fin  is  exceeding  finful. 

Too  numeroui  are  the  inferences*  and  too  exten/iv»*the  ap^ 
plication  this  fubje^l  naturally  requires*  therefore  what  remains 
muft  be  crouded  into  a  few  intimations*  which  may  ferve  foe 
the  enlargement  of  private  mediution. 

Fir((,  we  Infer  that  the  evil  and  demerit  of  fin  is  inconceiva* 
bly  great.     It  is  generally  thought  little  of  by  mankind.    Jts^ 
intrinfic  turpitude  is  neither  obvious  to  a  darkened  undcrlland- 
ing,  nor  afFeding  to  a  ftupid  heart.     The  ill  effects  of  it  on 
earthly  comfort  they  often  feel*  and  attribute  them  to  a  thou- 
land  varicnt  fources  ;  but  the  nature  and  confequence  of  it^ 
fin  iifelf  removes  from  their  view.     Hence  they  proceed  on  in 
inconfiderate  indulgences*  as  their   difpodiions  and  fafkions 
of  the  place  where  they  live,  dired  the  way*  until  they  plunge 
deep  into  endlefs  pain.     No  preaching,   no  warnings  of  provi- 
dential difpenfations,  can  inftrudt  their  minds  or  change  their 
views  ;  yet  it  is  an  abiblute  certainty   that  fin  will  not  pafs 
without  an  adequate  puniftiment.     In  tlie  eternal  eftimatlon  of 
wifdom,  infinite  mifcry  is  only  deemed  a  rational  punifhment 
for  iniquity,  and  this  is  a(?lually  entailed  on  millions  in  torment 
and  will  be  perpetuated  forever  and  ever. 

We  who  arc  now  in  a  (late  of  repsnranre,  and  In  the  only 
w^orld  where  mercy  and  grace  are  excrcifed,  let  us  immediately 
fly  for  refuge  to  the  atonement  made  for  tranfgreffion.     Chrift 
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took  upon  him  the  panifliment  and  iniquities  of  as  all,  duft  all 
wbo  repent  and  believe  might  be  redeemed  from  the  curfe  due 
to  fin»  From  the  exceeding  great  evil  of  fin  and  the  nnchange* 
aUe  conftitution  of  the  divine  law  to  pnnifii  it,  made  it  ntctC* 

bxj  that  the  captain  of  our  falvation  ihould  become  perfeA 
through  fofferings. 

Hence  it  is  of  the  higheft  importance,  that  we  fliotdd  per. 
eeive  and  feel  £omt  degree  of  the  odioufnefs  ofiflj^  horn  which 
all  genuine  hamiliadon*  contrition  and  repcflptce  originate. 
In  proportion  to  the  fenfe  we  have  of  the  vilenJIand  turpitude 
of  iniquitj  will  be  the  meltings,  forrow  and  brokennefs  of  heait 
for  the  iame.  If  this  fenfible  feeling  of  the  evil  of  fin  be  wafit- 
ing,  we  remain  deftitute  of  every  meetaefs  for  the  friendfliip  of 
Godt  according  to  the  gofpeL  If  this  be  prefent,  it  breaks  the 
proudeft  and  mod  unrelenting  heart  into  the  tendemefs  of  con* 
trition,  and  infpires  it  with  the  love  of  God  and  Chrift  Jefus. 

Secondly,  from  hence  we  infer  that  the  eternal  punifhment 
of  finally  impenitent  finners  is  abfolutely  certain.     The  text 

and  whole  dodlrine  irrefragibly  confirm  this  inference.  The 
punifhment  of  finners  is  not  an  arbitrary  aA,  but  artfes  from 
the  holinefs  of  the  divine  nature,  the  perfedtioa  of  the  law,  the 
^ntrinfic  demerit  of  fin,  and  the  nature  and  reafon  of  things. 
If  the  infliction  of  mifery  was  an  arbitrary  or  capricious  aft, 
there  might  be  hope  of  an  efcape,  for  caprice  is  always  a  chang- 
ing and  unftcady  principle,  and  there  is  no  fach  thing  widi 
God. 

This  fhould  awaken  all  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come. 
Let  all  who  are  at  eafe  In  Zion  confider  the  horror  of  their 
fituation,  while  impenitent  and  unbelieving.  You  muft  a/To- 
redly  perifli  without  a  faving  clofure.with  Jefus  of  Nazareth. 
How  inconceivable  and  indcfcribablc  the  nature  of  fin,  which 
renders  it  neccflary,  that  the  God  of  compafllon  and  love  ihould 
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kate  and  punilK  tu  forever.  He  has  no  pleafure  in  tlus  uti* 
happy  bofinersy  objcdivelT'  coofidered ;  he  cannot  afflid  vil- 
Htfglfy  bnt  ic  arifes  from  the  holy  propriety  and  heaaty  of 
vittdicatiug  the  luftre  of  his  charader«  magnifying  the  excellen* 
cy  of  his  law,  and  rendering  it  honorable  in  the  liew  of  ail 
intelligences. 

Thirdly*  it^i^pears  fiom  this  fubje^  that  God  is  tranicen- 
dantly  amialMhipl  only  in  hlmfclf,  but  in  all  the  branches  of' 
his  admini(^n^B.  ^  He  i^  righteous  in  all  his  ways  and  holy 
*<  in  all  hrs  vr Jl^i.''  He  is  as  equally  lovely  in  the  pain  and 
afiidton  of  tranfgreSorfy  as  in  the  difpenfations  of  his  mercy 
and  goodnefs.  His  pre&nt  conduct  toward  the  diforderly  to* 
habitants  of  this  world,  in  all  the  calamities  retailed  npott 
tbem»  is  no  dimintidon  of  his  lovelinefs  in  itfelf,  nor  in  the  Tiev 
cyf  (aints  or  holy  beings.  Sinners,  it  is  true,  form  a  iliffi  urt 
opinion,  as  their  whole  minds  and  coodud  are  perverfe,  aai 
they  declare  that  their  diftreHcs  are  arguments  of  rigour  and 
feverity  ;  this  bolls  up  the  enmity  of  their  hearts,  and  they  can* 
not  think  wiili  patience  of  a  God  of  punitive  juftice.  But 
could  they  fee  their  own  hearts,  they  would  rife  as  much  againft 
the  fweet  and  ami^Lble  parts  of  the  divine  charadcr  as  any 
other,  for  the  whole  of  God,  his  laws  and  government,  are  the 
obje^Sts  of  their  hdtred.  Not  fo  with  holy  beings  ;  all  that  is 
in  God  is  lovely  ia  their  eyes,  his  judgments,  wiath  and  venge* 
ance,  as  well  as  his  ccmpaiTion,  mercy  and  love.  All  heaven 
above  and  Ciii.is  below  unite,  faying,  **  Kighteous  art  thou,  O 
**  Lord,  and  upright  are  thy  judgments.  The  Lord  is  good 
"  and  he  doth  good  continually.'* 

Fourthly,  we  infer,  there  can  be  no  ground  for  murmuring 
and  repining  ygainft  God.  All  thefe  heart  burnings,  heart 
rifiiigs,  and  hard  thoughts,  are  perfedly  unreafonable  and  un- 
juft.  However  common  they  were  with  Ifrael  ofo]d,  and 
llill  aj^  with  us,  and  however  pievalcnt  in  all  ages,  they  are 
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euSnifntbaaieS.  Tbeuitmt«aUtdr'iit^a  rfAcrli^e 
aatnre  or  perfcaioni  of  God,  bnt  lU  ihefe  baTc  eferci&i  aiife 
frtni  the  blindnelt)  wickcdne&t  and  perverfion  of  oar  own 
fools.  We  hare  none  to  blame  but  ontfdvM.  Hence  the  heart 
ofmantidefpentdf  wicked.  If  we  cooM  once  be  rcdticed 
to  acqait  and  vindicate  God  and  take  all  blame  upon  onrielvei^ 
this  would fiKdaroudnt gleams  ofhope. 

Wherefore  from  the  forbearance,  patience  ud  unwiSingneb 
uf  God  to  aMiSt  or  grieve  the  children  of  men,  let  ns  from 
thefe  ftrong  arguments  be  induced  to  humble  oarTelresi  re- 
pent and  turn  from  all  our  iniquit'M.  Let  us  be  exhorted  to 
fly  into  the  arms  of  a  bleeding  Saviour.  I<t  us  not  tairjr  a 
notnentinthetentsofrmi  left  the  erethtfting  door*  fiiould 

GcQtut. 
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SERMON    XXL 


J%c  Precumjhefs  of  the  SauL 


Ffidmsi  xlk.  8.    FartbeRedmftumoftheirSinJis  Prechus, 

mad  it  ceafetb  forever  » 

OUR  exiftence  is  not  confined  to  this  ftate,  neither  oar 
liappinefs  or  mifery.  We  are  all  capable  ofv  and  formed  for 
an  eternal  duration.  And  this  interminable  duration  will  be 
filled  up  with  perfe^  felicity  or  perfed  mifery.  When  death 
(hall  have  performed  his  office  and  put  a  period  to  our  prefent 
cxiftence>  we  will  have  a  full  experience  of  this  mod  fbltmn 
truth.  Whatever  may  be  our  condition  at  this  concluded  mo- 
ment of  the  prefent  exiftence,  that  will  be  our  condition 
throughout  eternity.  All  change  and  deliverance  after  this 
event)  has  impoflibility  fealed  upon  it.  This  is  ordained  in  the 
eternal  nature  of  things,  and  in  the  immuuble  decrees  of  hea- 
▼en.  ^  As  the  tree  falls  fo  it  muft  lie.  There  is  no  work, 
^  labour,  wifdom,  or  device  in  the  grave  whereunto  we  are 
^  haftening."  A  (hort  time,  and  we  ihall  all  know,  and  faints 
and  finners  will  prove,  the  iruth  of  the  account  of  the  eternal 
ivsrkL    We  muft  quickly  pafi  intOi  and  feel  in  our  fouls  the 


r  ^35  J 

jflfrtlHiiiafaitwr  Mwaitttt^f  the  mftnitl  tqiiiBfc   >Q|>  « 

tte  other  of  thefe  conditions  await  each  (^nf»  we  draw  nearr 
wehaften  towards  them  as  &ft  asmoments  By.  The  lad  mo- 
Blent  will  ioon  be  here»  and  when  it  comes,  we  mnft  pais  into 
ttemity  prepared  or  unprt^ared.  No  circnmftances  can  pro* 
cure  us  ^  moments  ftay*  We  may  plead  the  dreadfulneis  of 
our  condition>  and  cry  for  a  fufpenfion  of  the  ftroke  of  death. 
We  may  groan  with  the  moft  dolorous  importunity*  for  the 
mercy  of  anodier  day  or  hour  /  but  in  vain.  We  muft  pafs 
CO  be  fwallbwed  np  inunedfately  and  forever  in  the  fididties 
•f  Seraphs  or  forrows  of  the  damned* 

Inwhat  a  folenm  point  of  view  does  this  db^rine  fet  the 
eternal  world  ?  How  precious  and  invaluable  does  it  render 
our  preient  time»  as  the  only  feaibn  of  preparation  for  it  I 

What  high  convi^on  does  it  afford  of  the  wifilom,  impor- 
tance and  necefl^ty  of  feeking  the  fidvation  of  our  immortal' 
fouls  ?  And  how  clearly  does  it  fhow  the  extreme  folly  and 

madnefs  of  hefitadng,  or  being  unwilling  to  fubmit  to  any  la- 
bour or  (elf  denial»  that  may  be  requilite  to  obtain  the  re- 
demption  of  them  from  everlafting.miicry  L 

This  is  the  dodriae  on  which*  the  di&onrfe  of'  the  Pfidmift^ 
in  our  text  is  founded..  He  is  (bowing  the  vanity  of  all  workU 
ly  things  as  a  ground  of  confidence  and  truft  in  the  day  of. 
death.  Wealth  or  riches  cannot  fupport  a  man .  at  that  tre- 
mendous period.  They  cannot  purchafe  or  efied  the  continu- 
ance of  his  life  They  can  give  him  no  relief^  nor  afford  him 
deliverance.  **  They  that  truft  in  their  weallhi  or  boaft  thenu 
**  felves  in  the  multitude  of  their  riches>  none  of  them  by  any 
^  means  can  redeem  his  brother,  nor  give  to  God  a  ranfom 
•*  for  him>  that  he  (hould  ftill  live  forever,  and  not  fee  corrup- 
« tion.''  The  fpecial  reafon  is  affigned  in  our  text,  why  richea 
cannot  purchafe  life  or  redeem  from  death.  ^  For  the  re- 
**  demption  of  the  (bul  is  precious,  and  it  ceafeth  foreverJ* 


Tbattfy  it  U  mn  ardclc  of  too  great  value  to  be  pDrclitflid  hj 
riclies.  AU  the  wealth  in  the  world  is  not  an  adequate  frice 
for  this  privilege*  The  whole  fum,  that  all  the  fons  of  for* 
tone  can  colled,  cannot  procure  for  them  one  momenc  beyond 
the  time  affigned  them.  Like  other  poorer  mortals  they  do 
but  Aand  their  glais  ;  they  cannot  flop  the  ronning  £inds> 
And  when  their  glais  is  out,  the  redemption  of  their  foul  cea* 
leth  forever. 

The  addition  of  this  claufe,  **  It  ceafeth  forever/'  has  oc- 
cafioned  fome  variation  among  commentators  refpeding  the 
fenfe  of  it.  Some  fuppofe  that  <«  The  redemption  of  the  foul*' 
in  our  text,  refers  to  the  redemption  made  by  Chrift  Jefus,  and 
it  being  (uice  performed  and  never  lepeated*  it  ceafed  forever. 
And  it  Is  an  ellablifhed  truth*  that  the  redemption  of  the  fool 
from  death  and  hell,  is  fo  precious  and  important,  it  ccold  be 
obtained  by  no  lefs  a  price  than  die  death  of  the  Son  of  God. 
And  there  is  now  no  other  method  for  a  perfon  to  fccure  the 
falvation  of  his  foul  than  by  becoming  intcrefted  in  the  redenip« 
tion  of  Chrift  according  to  the  conftitution  of  the  gofpcl. 
Hence  it  isfaid,  '<  There  is  no  other  name  given  under  hca- 
•*  vcn,  by  which  any  caa  be  favcd,  but  the  name  Chrill  Jefus-*' 

But  the  words  as  they  (land  in  their  connexion  feem  more 
diredly  and  evidently  to  refer  to  the  abfolutc  infufficiency  of 
all  riches  and  wealth  as  forever  incapable  of  making  fo  high  a 
purchafe  as  the  redemption  or  falvation  of  tlie  foul.  The  ori- 
ginal word  which  is  cranflated  ce^fethy  never  fignifics  to  ccafe 
from  a  thing  by  way  of  reft  and  quiet,  but  either  bccaufc  it  \s 
impoffiblc  lo  be  performed,  or  to  ccafe  from  a  thing  by  v.  ay  of 
contempt  and  rcjcdion.  In  the  former  fenfe  it  is  \V\\%  ui'td, 
••  Jofcph  gathered  corn  as  the  fand  cf  the  fca,  until  lit  kit 
<*  numbering  ;"  or  as  the  Hebrew  is,  until  he  ceafed  from  num- 
beiingit ;  and  the  reafnn  is  given  becaufe  it  wa?  impoffiblc, 
'*  For  it  was  without  number.*'     It  is  lifccwife  ufcd  to  t Aprtl> 


tonMBpC  and  vejefibiit  ti  m  the  prophet  Ifaiabi  *  He  «as 
M  svfeted  of  mea.''    The  word  r^A^A^  is  the  (kme  as  in  oor 
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Tbefis  obfervations  ieen  to  fettle  the  precife  meaning  of  our 
teztf  that  it  is  impodibley  that  wealth  can  redeem  a  ibul  from 
deathf  and  it  contemns  and  rejeds  all  riches  as  entirdy  infof- 
ficient  for  this  purpoie.  Hence  this  is  the  idea^  to  which  jour 
attention  is  invited  in  the  prefent  ledure. 

That  the  lalvation  of  the  foul  is  incomparably  more  precieus 
than  all  the  riches  and  treafures  of  this  world. 

When  any  one  confiders  what  it  here  aflerted  by  the  Pialm- 
ifty  and  afterwards  advanced  by  onr  Lord,  that  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  the  whole  world  could  not  profit  a  man  who  loft  his 
foul/  the  truth  of  the  do£trine  mu(l  remain  undeniable.  For 
the  fake  therefore  of  proving  this  propofitiony  it  were  entirely 
needlefs  to  add  any  thing  further.  But  the  deiign  of  the  gof- 
'pel  miniftry  is  not  merely  to  eftablifli  the  do^rines  of  divine 
revelation^  but  one  principal  end  is  to  reprefcnt  and  illuHrate 
thofe  dodrlnes,  fo  that  ihey  may  be  mod  likely  to  ftrike  tlie 
careleis  with  convidion  of  their  reality  and  importance,  ard 
Toufc  them  out  of  their  natural  inattention,  and  regardlc finer: 
of  the  matters  of  religion. 

In  this  view  I  would  lay  before  you  the  following  confidc- 
s^tions,  tending  to  illnftrate  this  truth,  that  tlie  foul  is  incom- 
parably more  pi-ecious  than  all  the  riches  and  treafures  of  this 
world. 

Tirft,  the  foul  is  capable  of  and  defigned  for  an  eternal  ex. 
iftence.  The  body  mud  foon  return  to  its  original  duft.  The 
time  is  (hort,  and  this  world  with  all  its  riches  and  treafures, 
in^regard  to  us,  will  be  no  more*    A  few  years  will  clofe  our 


eyci  on  all  bdow  the  fin.  As  we  ImNig^  nodiiag  viik  na 
iaiD  tbe  worU*  «c  can  cany  nocbing  out  of  it.  «  Wife  aea 
^dte,  likewiie  the  fool  and  the  brntifh  perion,  and  kare  ihdr 
^  wealth  to  others."  But  when  the  bodf  dies,  and  the  worid  and 
its  honors  and  pleafwcs  are  no  more,  the  fool  is  as  capable  of 
cxiftence  as  ever.  It  is  not  fiili^  to  cormpcion  and  decay  Kke 
material  things.  It isa  fpirit  and  inmaterialf  haring  no-  cor^ 
nqidble  principles  in  its  coniiiution.  There  is  no  tendency  in 
iu  nature  to  cztinfiion  or  death ;  neither  can  thitbe  cftAed 
bj  its  own  willy  nor  bj  the  wiD  of  anf  other  creature.  Mone 
but  God  who  gave  tbe  fool  cxiftence,  can  eitingailh  it. 
His  power  is  onlf  adequate  CD  tfab  effeft,  and  we  are  iiire^  be 
nerer  will  eiert  his  power  for  any  fuch  porpoie.  As  God 
made  the  fool  capable  (»f  an  eternal  eziftenee*  fo  we  are  aflmd' 
bj  himiclf,  he  defigned  it  Aonld  endure  forever.  There  wS 
be  no  endof  iu  duration.  The  fun  and  mooo  and  ftars  mnft 
cea(e»  the  world  with  aD  its  works  muft  be  burnt  up,  but  dm 
fool  will  exift  immortal  and  fbrerer.  When  millions  of  miHi* 
onsof  ages  are  runonty  the  fbd's  capacity  of  exiilence  will  be 
the  fame.  When  as  many  millions  more  will  be  fimflifdj,  it 
will  be  dill  as  diilant  from  any  end  of  its  duration,  as  remote 
from  any  tendency  to  non-exifience,  as  the  firft  moment  it 
btgan. 

The  {acred  pages  abound  with  confirmation  of  this  truthr 
that  God  made  and  dcGgned  the  foul  of  man  for  an  everlafiing 
duration.  When  the  body  returns  to  duft,  the  (bul  returns 
to  God  who  gave  it.  Not  to  have  an  end  put  to  its  eziftence^ 
but  to  be  filed  in  an  unalterable  fiate  of  happineis  or  mi£by 
forever,  according  to  its  charafier  as  being  righteous  or  wicked. 
For  on  thefe  two  charaAers  depends  the  eternal  deftiny  of  eve- 
ry foul  of  man.  There  is  no  third  charader  among  the  hu- 
man race.  As  a  perfon  is  of  one  or  other  of  thefe  when  ha 
dies,  fo  will  his  eternal  fiate  be,  unfpeakably  happy  or  au* 
ferable. 
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•  Tbe vidi Bmiive are toU ditd.  IsditsidicBdoflutezHL 
cnce  i  No— immediately  be  Kft  op  his  eyes  being  in  torment- 
While  his  body  was  uken  care  of  foitably  to  his  rank  in  lifet 
while  perhaps  with  the  utmoft  fbneral  pomp  and  folemnity 
t^y  convey  it  to  the  vault  of  his  anceftors,  his  ibol  is  fuffering 
the  pains  of  eternal  death.  While  hireling  orators  it  may  be 
arc  pouring  forth  upon  lum  the  fineft  ealoginms»  celebrating 
fasm  for  every  foetal  and  divine  virtue,  and  in  their  wanton 
charity  enrolling  him  among  die  bkfled  above,  he  is  wailing 
wider  the  execution  of  divine  jofiice  in  the  infernal  regions, 
where  a  drop  of  water  cannot  be  adnuniftered  to  aUay  the  an- 
of  his  burning  tongue. 


In  like  manner  when  Laxams  fies,  we  find  his  fi>ul  (till  in 
esftence  after  the  death  of  his  body.  It  was  conveyed  by  an* 
gds  to  Abraham's  bofom.  But  there  would  be  no  end  of 
citing  authorities  to  prove  the  future  exiflence  of  the  foul,  or 
retailing  the  evidence  of  its  being  formed  by  God  for  an  eternal 
duration.  Let  it  be  obferved,  that  the  whole  fyftem  of  revealed 
religion  fuppofes  the  endleis  exiftence  of  the  (bnls  of  men,  as  one 
ofitteftntial  grounds.  Did  not  the  ibul  live  forever,  there 
would  have  been  no  neceffity  fior  divine  revdation,  for  law  or 
gofpel,  for  the  incarnation  and  death  of  Chrift,  forminifters, 
fat^tyarh<j  or  ordinances;  but  thefrnl  will  interminably  ezift, 
therefore  this  laid  an  important  foundation  for  the  whole  of 
that  religion  taught  us  in  the  oracle  of  God. 

Now  if  thefe  things  be  weighed  in  our  ferious  thoughts, 
vdiat  comparifon  b  there  between  the  riches  and  treafures  of  the 
vrorld,  and  the  foul,  in  point  of  value,  precioufnefs  and  impor« 
tance  ?  Does  not  evenreafon  rejedt  the  idea,  of  any  equality  or 
competition  between  them  ?  Is  not  the  diffeience  as  great  as 
between  a  point  and  eternity,  as  between  finite  and  infinite  I 
And  yet  is  there  need  of  labour  and  pains  to  convince  men  of 
the  fiiperior  preciouiheft  of  their  fouls  {  Muft  there  be  line  upon 
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Imttf  prepept  apeo  precept^  argament  apon  argumenty  and 
peribafion  upon  perfuafion  for  this  purpofe  ?  And  ytt  after  aB 
choufands  and  tens  of  thouiands  remain  unconvinced  to  their 
dying  daft  nianifefting  by  the  whole  of  their  conduct  that  thef 
efteem  the  treafures  of  this  world  beyond  their  fouls.  Do  they 
bj  fome  fuperior  fagacity  difcem  a  miftake  in  the  calcuIatioOf 
and  fo  are  confident  that  riches  are  of  the  higheft  value  •hence 
ad  the  part  they  do  ?  Nayt  this  is  far  from  the  cafe  ;  for  Ae 
more  clofely  men  attend  to  the  pofition,  with  brighter  evidence 
it  appears.  And  nothing  hinders  men  irom  receiving  the  cozrrie. 
don  of  their  fouls  being  infinitely  more  valaable  than  the  tfaingi 
of  time,  but  tlie  blindncfs  of  their  minds  and  conception  of  tfack 
hearts.  The  gloomy  god  of  this  world  hath  fo  perverted  their 
judgments  and  darkened  their  under  (landings^  that  thej  do 
not  receive  the  evidence  of  the  plained  truth  in  religion. 

Secondly 9  the  foul  is  capable  of  inconceivable  felicity  or  fa& 
fering  throughout  the  whole  of  its  eternal  duration.  That 
our  fouls  are  capable  of  happinefs  and  miferyi  or  pain  and 
pleafure,  we  are  afTured  from  experience.  All  capacity  of 
this  kind  which  we  find  in  ourfelves,  originates  from  and  de- 
pends upon  our  fouIs«  To  the  body»  nor  to  any  other  tjftcm 
of  mere  matter,  does  fuch  a  capacity  belong.  Onr  bodicf 
indeed,  in  this  prefcnt  ftatc  of  union,  are  fubjcA  to  inqimiera- 
ble  pains  and  pleafures,  but  it  is  evident,  this  tu*ifes  entirely 
from  their  conncftion  with  our  fouls,  and  depends  upon  ic» 
For  let  this  union  be  difiblved,  and  our  bodies  are  immediately 

as  infufceptible  of  thefe  imprefiions,  as  any  other  ma^es  of  mat' 
ter  whatever. 

la  the  fame  way  of  experience  we  arc  likewife  fare,  that  oar 
fouls  arc  capable  of  happinefs  and  mifery  to  a  very  high  de- 
gree. There  arc  none  who  have  lived  many  years  in  ihij 
world,  but  mud  have  had  abundant  evidence  of  this  truth^ 
cither  by  experience  in  themfelves,  or  by  obfcrvaiion  of  others* 
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Cverj'  age  and  almoft  every  yen,  proiJucei  inllaMet  oS  the 
eueediog  greatoefs  otmifaj  and  paio  the  foul  is  capable  of- 
Thediftrefsof  hearcin  romc  arifM  to  that  degree,  that  thef 
riot  onlf  wifh  they  had  never  been  borni  but  even  curfe  the 
day  (rf  their  birth.  Najift  ex^uifite  is  their  anguiflii  that  tfac]r 
«re  brought  to  be  utterly  weary  of  life,  and  their  mlfery  be- 
comes fo  intenle,  that  they  put  an  end  to  themfilvcs.  They 
petforai  that  avful  aft,  vhich  it  die  utmcfl  exertion  of  their 
will  aod  power,  to  excingdllU  forever  that  esfteocei  which 
dicy  can  no  longer  endure. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  felicity  of  fome  have  become  To  great 
tliai  didr  frail  bodies  have  been  incapable  of  fuflaiiung  the 
cztafy.  It  ia  wrouglit  sp  lb  higJi  that  the  body  finlEi  ud 
£unts.  The  joy  and  rapture  of  the  fuul  cauTes  it  to  buill  it* 
way  through  the  clay  tabernacle,  and  rejoice  unincumbered 
with  the  diofl'y  mafs. 

What  thefe  indancci  are  produced  for,  is  to  Aow  tlie  great- 
nef(  of  the  pain  and  pleafure,  or  happineft  and  mifery,  of 
which  our  fouls  are  capable.  ISut  this  is  not  the  lUte  any  of 
thefe  nutters  arrive  at  tlieir  higheft  degree  ^  perfcQion. 
This  is  not  the  cafe  with  refpeA  to  fin  or  holiness,  fo  neither 
with  rcfpeS  to  happinefs  or  mifery.  The  prefent  is  a  Rate  of 
great  impcrfefiion  in  regard  to  all  the  concernments  of  our 
fouls.  Tlie  fin  and  boliaefi,  and  the  happinefs  and  mifery  of 
the  prefent,  are  as  notliing  compared  with  that  future  fiate 
Into  which  ue  are  pafTing.  Thus  tlie  apoDle  Paul  fpeaks  of 
the  felicity  of  be'.ievjrs  in  heaven,  "  That  eye  hath  not  lcen» 
"  nor  ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  the 
"  things  which  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  liim." 
Some  chridians  have  felt  as  much  of  the  joys  of  the  Holy  Ghoft 
as  tlieir  prelent  condition  of  mortality  could  bear,  yet  all  thi^ 
is  as  nothing  in  comp<irifoa  of  the  felicity  the^will  experience 
in  the  ccldtial  world. 

Ga 
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Thus  Ukmrife  the  ficripcnm  fpeak  of  tl>e  imseics  of  ti« 
wicked  ia  a  fbtnre  2aie.  *<  li  there  nut  a  finnge  pmsihmeat 
^  tt>  the  workers  oTiBiqaxtj?^  That  is,  there  remains  a  pmufik- 
mestf  BuSuj  and  aognifli  to  the  micked^  unknown  ami  ones* 
perienced  ia  this  life.  The  torments  of  the  Hamn^^l  lawc  not 
entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  fed  or  coDccive.  And  yet 
aien  have  felt  foch  miierf  that  they  could  endure  life  no  longerf 
asd  thdlr  cdfieace  has  become  quite  isfnpportaUe. 

Thefe  reflexions  ferre  to  convince  as  that  our  capacity  of 
bapfMnels  and  mifery  is  vafUy  large ;  that  the  degrees  crf'pain 
and  pleafore  our  fouls  are  capable  of  are  exceedingly  great. 
For  if  ia  the  prefent  ilate  of  imperfedion  and  weakaels  oor 
lelicitj  and  wretchednefs  may  rife  to  facfa  a  height,  how  incon- 
cciTaUy  great  mnft  they  be  In  that  world  where  all  tinsgs  will 
be  in  a  fiate  ofperfedion. 


It  is  impoflible  for  us  either  to  afcertain  or  conceive  the 
fivenefs  of  the  meafure  of  pain  or  pleafure  which  fouls  experience 
in  the  future  date.  Thus  much  is  evident,  that  the  foul's  ca- 
pacity of  happinefs  cr  mifery  is  beyond  the  power  of  numbers 
to  calculate,  and  die  force  of  words  to  ezprefs. 

ITicfc  tilings  mufl  fet  the  worth  'and  value  of  the  foul  very 
high  to  one  who  fcrioufly  realifcs  them.  They  exalt  its  ialva. 
tion  far  above  all  ihe  riches  and  treafurcs  of  the  world.  But 
what  is  the  cfTcdl  produced  upon  the  minds  of  the  mod  of  man* 
kind,  when  tlie  amazing  extent  of  tlie  capacity  of  their  fouls  is 
exhibited  before  them  ?  When  men  hear  what  vaft  degrees  o*^ 
happinefs  and  mifery  of  which  their  fculs  are  capable,  does  it 
move  ihcm  ? — does  it  awaken  tlicir  fcrious  attention  and  conli' 
deration  ?— docs  it  caufe  ihcm  to  fet  a  high  value  upon  their 
falvation  ?  Or  arc  tlicy  filled  with  a  deep  folicitude  how  to 
efcai)c  tlic  one  and  obtain  the  other  ?  No  :  quite  the  rcverfc 
of  all  this.     Not^iih (landing  it  is  kild  before  them  by  the 
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itmngett  e^dence  and  clearefi;  demonftrationi  ibat  ike  fiilvA^ 
tion  of  their  fouls  is  incomparably  more  prtciaos  than  all  the 
treafures  and  riches  of  the  world,  jet  they  are  incomparably 
more  engaged  to  acquire  the  latter  than  fecurc  thie  former* 
They  plunge  into  the  world  with  all  their  heart  and  ftrength» 
as  tho'.it  were  to  laft  forever  and  could  alone  make  them  hap- 
py.   How  carelefsy  unconcemedy  and  thoughtlefs  ii  man  With 
regard  to  lus  future  (late  2  **  The  oz  knoweth  his  owner,  and  the 
<<  afs  his  mafter's  crib  ;  but  Ifrael  doth  not  know,  my  people 
**  doth  not  confider.'*     With  regard  to  the  prefent  life  man- 
kind in  general  are  rery  forefighted,  anxious  and  careful.   They 
are  greatly  folicitous  in  making  provifion  for  times  of  ficknefi^ 
and  to  have  a  fupporcAr  the  feafon  of  old  age.    But  inih 
reTped  to  their  fouls  anoftow  it  wSI  fare  with  them  in  a  futurt 
ftate  of  eziilence,  there  is  little  or  no  attention  or  concern* 
The  moft  precious  intereft  is  negledled,  while  that  which  is  of 
inferior  worth  has  immenfe|pains  and  care  beftowed  upon  it. 
The  workings  of  unbelief  are  either  fo  great  that  they  do  not 
realife  the  immortality  of  their  fouls,  or  if  they  grant  th^ 
they  are  immortal,  it  is  in  fo  cold  and  indifierent  a  manner, 
that  it  make»  no  impreflion  upon  them.    If  at  times  they  have 
any  remonftrances  of  confcience  or  mifgivings  of  heart,  about 
the  ftate  of  their  fouls,  they  ordinarily  fupprefs  fuch   reffedbiont 
by  promifing  to  coniider  thefe  things  hereafter,  and  command- 
ing their  minds  to  a  more  dofe  attention  to  the  world.    **  This 
ft*  their  way  is  their  folly,  and  yet  their  pofterity  approve  their 
^  fayings,''  and  their  pradice.     But  whether  men  will  hear  or 
whether  they  will  forbear,  and  rejeA  the  counfel  of  God  againft 
tbemfelves,  the  fa^  remains  perfe^ly  certain,  that  the  ioul  and 
its  ialvation  is  incomparably  more  precious  and  valuable  than 
all  the  things  of  time. 

Many  are  the  confiderations  which  might  be  produced  to 
lUuftrate  and  adminifter  convi6tion  of  this,  but  I  mud  not  en- 
ter farther  mto  them  at  prefent — ^And  (hall  dofe  the  fabjeft 
with  one  (hort  reflexion.     It  is  this  ^ 
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If  men  are  notconTipced  of  the  fuperior  worth  of  the  fiA> 
vation  of  their  foals,  it  is  not  for  want  of  light  and  evidence^ 
but  becaufe  they  will  not  receive  it.  "  Light  is  come  infS 
^  the  world,  but  men  love  darknefs  rather  than  light,  becaufe 
"  their  deeds  are  eviL**  There  is  no  man,  who  will  allow  him- 
felf  to  confider  the  nature  of  his  foul,  and  its  relation  to  eter. 
nity,  and  tlic  nature  ©f  wealth  and  riches,  fuppoling  he  could 
gain  all  the  vaft  pofTeflions  of  the  world,  but  muft  be  fadsfieiif 
that  the  fal vation  of  hi&  foul  is  incomparably  more  precious 
than  the  other  acquifition.  And  if  per  ions  who  live  linder 
the  gofpel  arc  not  convinced  of  this  trutli,  tliere  is  no  poflTiblc 
reafon  can  oe  given  for  it,  but  that  they  do  not  chufe  convic- 
tioQ,  They  hate  the  light  and  evidcfljK  which  would  dbco- 
▼er  this  truth,  and  fo  they  will  not  c^e  to  tlie  light.  They 
will  not  fairly  confider  and  weigh  the  matter  in  their  own  mind» 
left  it  (hould  reprove  their  deeds,  and  fhow  them  the  horrid 
nature  of  their  own  conduft,  and  thus  oblige  them  to  alter 
it>  or  live  under  the  infu£Ferable  laflics  of  conicience  and   ter- 

• 

rors  of  divine  wrath.     If  after  we  have  had   fufficient  light 
and  evidence  to  convince  us  that  our  fouls  are  more   precious 
tlian  the  things  of  the  world,  and  yet  labour  and   toil  more 
for  the  fading  profits  and  pleafures  of  the  latter,  than  for  the 
eternal  falvation  of  the  former,  our  mouths  muft  be  forever 
ftopt.     We  know  what  would  be  the  confcquence  of  this  con- 
iduft  from  the  unerring  oracles  of  God,  that  if  perfons  would' 
chufe,  feck  and  purfue  the  riches  of  the  world  beyond   the  glo- 
ry of  God  and  the  enjoyment  of  him,  they  have   nothing   to 
expcft  but  everlafting  ruin.     Thus  men  v.ho  ad  this  part  arc 
wilfully  their  own  deftroycrs.     Their  final  deftru«flion  is  etire-: 
ly  of  themfelves.     They  a6l  contrary  not   only  to  the   com- 
nrands  of  heaven,  but  they  violate  the  dilates  and  conclufions 
of  their  own  reafon.     For  they  cannot  but  admit,  in  cafe  they 
confider  and  allow  they  have  immortal  fouls,  tliat  they  are 
infinitely  more  precious  than  the  things  of  the  world,   and 
therefore  the  falvation  of  them  ought  to  be  fet  hi^er  than  any 
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tenponl  aeqmfitioni  tnd  fought  and  parfbed.fKeedtngly  be* 
TOiid  it.  They  know  and  their  judgments  declare,  where 
tneir  conduct  mufl  lead  and  land  them  forever^  even  in  un- 
utterable mifcry,  anguifh  and  horror,  «  Where  the  worm 
**  dieth  not  and  the  fiie  is  not  quenched.' 


n 


Let  US  now  be  fenoufly  exhorted  to  attend  to  the  concemt 
•fxour  fouls  above  every  other  acqulfition.  Let  us  remember 
how  much  it  cod  Chrift  Jefus  to  procure  the  redemption  o^ 
them.  Confider  his  bloody  fweat  in  the  garden,  and  how  he 
groaned  and  died  on  the  crois  in  order  that  pardoti  and  fal« 
vation  might  be  purchafed  for  your  fouls.  Wherefore,  if 
we  now  negle<fl  our  foi^  not  only  muft  we  fufFer  the  tor- 
ment of  our  lofs,  but  all  the  encreafed  wrath  of  Jehovah  for 
defpifmg  the  blood  of  his  fon.  O  let  us  therefore  hnmUt 
ourfelves  before  God^  becaufe  of  our  worldly  mindednefs  and 
carnality.  Let  us  repent  of  our  fins  and  turn  unto  God  by 
faith  in  Jefus  ChriH.  Remember  how  our  bleffcd  Saviour  ef- 
teemed  the  riches  of  this  world,  how  indifferent  he  was  to 
them,  and  let  us  imitate  his  example.  Let  it  appear  that  we 
are  chriftlans  in  reality,  by  living  above  the  woild  and  laying 
up  our  treafures  in  lieaven.  **  Put  ye  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
**  and  make  no  provifion  for  the  flefh  to  fulfil  the  lufts  thereof- 

«  Look  not  at  the  things  which  are  feen  and  temporal,  but  at 

**  the  things  which  arc  unfeen  and  ctcmaL'* 
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The  Duty  of  DecUning  Chrijlians. 


Rev.  ii.  4, 5.  Ncoertbelefj  I hmjt fimcv^hat  againjl  thee^  hecaufi  thorn 

haft  left  tbyfirftlove.     Remember  thcr  efore from  nnhence  thou  art 
fallen^  and  repent  and  do  thy  firft  noorks^  or  elfi  I  ivsll  conie  unt0 
thee  quicAfyf  and'wiU  remove  tby  candle ftick  out  of  his  flactt 
except  thou  repent. 

THESE  words  are  part  of  a  letter  written  at  the  eiprcfi 
inftance  of  the  Son  of  God  by  the  Apofllc  John,  to  the  minif- 
tcr  and  church  of  Ephefus,  The  miniftcrs  of  ihcfc  feven 
churches  are  (Uled  angels ;  becaufe  as  angels  are  the  xnef- 
fengcrs  of  heaven,  fo  minifters  arc  mtfTenqcrs  of  God  \» 
mankind,  to  preach  and  explain  to  them  the  divine  mef- 
fages  contained  in  the  gofpel.  It  happened  in  this  church 
as  in  mod  of  human  focieties,  tliat  tlio*  there  was  fome 
good,  yet  there  was  a  mixture  of  evil  therein.  In  fome  ref- 
peflsthey  deferred  praife,  yet  in  oiliers  ihcywere  worthy  of 
blame.  What  was  good  and  commendable  in  them,  is  taken 
kind  and  particular  notice  of,  and  they  receive  high  approba- 
tion for  the  fame.  Attend  to  the  endearing  prailcs  given  them 
by  their  Lord.     **  I  know  thy  works^  aud  thy  labour,  and  rby 
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**  patience,  and  how  tlioa  canft  not  bAr  them  \riuch  are  evil  | 
■■  and  than  baft  tried  them  which  fay,  thejr  arc  apoftles  and 
"are  not,  and  had  found  them  liars;  and  ball  borne,  and 
**  haft  patience,  and  for  m^  name  i^kc,  haft  laboured,  and 
"haft  not  fainted."  Could  more  be  faid  in  recommendation 
of  any  church  or  people  ?  How  many  amiable  (lualities,  vir. 
tiiesaniJ  graces,  are  here  enunently  and  diflinAly  praiTed  ' 
Such  as  works  of  righteournefs,  afGduity  in  duty,  patience  un- 
der afflifiions  and  fufferings,  perfeverance  in  religioD,  aiming 
^t  the  glory  of  God  as  their  chief  end,  labouring  for  the  honor 
of  Chtift's  name  and  the  advanccnient  of  h!s  kingdom,  pecu- 
Uat  zeal  for  truth  in  doArine,  purity  in  woHhip  and  morals, 
nriflncfs  in  goTcrnment  and  difcipline,  rejeding  apoftoUc  isH 
pollers,  ignorant  and  wicked  mioifters,  &c.  Yet  after  all 
tfaefe  grand  encomiums  upon  their  ezcellencies,  our  X^ord, 
whofe  eyes  are  as  a  flame  of  fire,  beholds  fometbing  amifs  in 
them,  and  in  the  wonders  of  his  goodnefs  and  love,  he  doei. 
not  omit  to  reprove  with  faithfulnefs.  And  this  he  doas  in 
the  moft  beautiful,  gentle,  and  lubduing  language  in  our  text, 
■<  Neverthelefs,  I  have  Ibmewhat  againft  thee,  becnufe  thou 
<•  hall  forfaken  thy  Srft  love."  This  is  the  evil  laid  to  their 
charge,'and  the  only  thing  amifii  iu  them  ;  they  had  forfaken 
their  firft  love  ;  the  warm  and  tender  affeftions  tbgj  felt  and 
e*Kercifcd  in  the  feafon  of  their  firft  efpoufals  to  Chrift,  had 
fnSsrcd  abatement  and  langour.  They  had  not  loft  their  love 
or  religious  alFeAions  entirely,  but  ihofe  which  tliey  once  liadi 
alas  1  had  becomecold  and  fubfided  ;  ihcy  polTelTcd  not  that 
life  and  aider  which  were  formerly  e.xpsrienced,  but  tvere  like 
ftftuncinthe  fockei,  approaching  to  extindioa.  After  this 
our  Lord  fubjoins  a  clofe  and  pungent  eihortation.  "  Re- 
"  member  therefore  from  whi;nce  thou  haft  fallen,  and  repent, 
**  and  do  thy  firft  worj^"  To  this  e!:hortation  ib  adJeU  a 
moft  folemn  and  alarming  threatening,  "  Or  elfe  I  will  come 
"  anto  thee  quickly,  and  remove  thy  candlellick  out  of  his 
**  placs,  except  thou  repent."    Such  a  friendly  a:id  faitiilul 


adinonxtioaf  and  inch  an  awfol  warning,  ought  to  do  good  like" 
a^edicine;  faithful  are  the  wounds  of  a  friend,  tho' they  nuij 
ht  very  painful  and  aSifMvc* 

We  fliall  confider  thefe  words  at  prefent  vnth  relation  to 
fplritual  decays  in  general,  and  as  applicable  to  particular 
peribns,  as  well  as  churches.— Let  us  here  enquire^ 

Firft,  \»-hat  thefc  words  which  contain  the  reproof  may  be 
fiippofed  to  import. 

Secondly,  what  is  the  duty  of  thofe  who  may  find  diemfelTCi 
imntediatdy  concerned  herein«-^In  regard  to  the 

Firft,  you  may  obfcrvc,  the  reproof  does  not  contain  any 
charge  of  grofs  immorality,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  wicked,  the 
p^fane  and  profligate  part  of  mankind*  With  rcfpcd  to 
thefe,  our.  Lord  hns  not  onXyfifW  things  but  maiiy  tkingt  againft 
them.  His  charge  againft  them  is  infinitely  more  heavy  and 
dreadful,  fuch  as  wiHul  ignorance,  •fccuricy,  obftinacy  in  fin 
contempt  of  religion,  rejcdion  of  his  gofpel,  trampling  under 
foot  his  blood,  doing  dclpitc  to  the  fpiiit  of  grace,  impenitency, 
unbelief,  ani^a  thoafanJ  various  and  aggravated  wickednefs* 
for  all  whidli  they  will  her<::afccr  be  called  to  an  impartial  and 
fearful  account.  Put  the  pcrfons  referred  to  in  the  text,  are 
real  chriftians,  truly  pious  and  good,  as  appears  evidently 
irom  the  context. 

This  charge  implies  more  than  common  frailties  and  im- 
perfections, tOxjirliich  the  hoft  of  faints  are  always  fubjed  in  this 
Very  imperfe<fl  ftate  of  hclinefs.  There  is  no  man  liveth  and 
finncth  not.  This  text  is  defigned  to  te^yh  us  more,  than  that 
no  man  is  free  from  infirmities.  This  reproof  to  tljc  church 
of  Ephefus,  introduced  with  fo  nmch  folcmnity,  muft  furely 
imply  more  than  tlie  common  frailties  to  which  die  moft 
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eminent  cbriAians  are  incident.  There  art  feme  weaker 
fiuntSf  whofe  fpiriti  are  tender  and  perhaps  not  well  inftrudedi 
who  are  too  apt  to  apply  fcriptural  and  providential  rebukes 
to  theinfelves  in  all  their  gloominefs  and  terror.  Thef  become 
fenfible  of  many  evils  bj  meditation  on  their  oym  hearts  and  * 
clearer  difcoveries  of  God  and  his  perfe6lions»  from  hence  they 
conceive  awful  apprehenfions  of  thoir  demerits,  and  pronounce 
bitter  things  againft  themfelves,  efpeciallyyifthey  be  ofa  me- 
Jancholy  habit  and  a  penfive  turn  of  mind.  Such  infirmities  and 
weaknefTes  we  find  often  attending  the  mod  pious  and  devout> 

and  tho'  thefe  are  arguments  for  condant  humility  and  watch- 
fiilnefs,  yet  they  cannot  be  confidered  in  the  light  of  wilful 
finsy  nor  ought  the  tender  and  feeling  chriftian  with  keen 
feverity  condemn  himfelf  at  hereby  breaking  covenant  with 
God.     Fbr  tho'  Chrifl  is  always  in  the  midflrof  his  churches, 
and  h(s  all  penetrating  eye  beholds  the  inmoft  thoughts  of  eve- 
ry fouly  yet  he  is  far  from  aggravating  and  refenting  the  un- 
willing and  lamented  failings  of  his  upright  fervants.     It  is 
not  agreeable  to  the   infinite  benignity  and  companion  of  his 
nature^  to  make  the  worft  of  their  iraperfeAions>  efpeciaUy 
where  he  obferves  alio  in  his  people  a  due  fenfibiliiy  of  their 
failings  and  perceives  J>enitential  exercifes  of  heart. 

But  thefe  words  are  to  be  confidered  a  charge  agatnft  chrif. 
tians  as  decaying  and  declining  in  religion.  As  If  our  Lord 
bad  faid,  «*  O  thou  profefibr,  and  member  of  the  chriftian 
churchy  thou  renewed  and  converted  foul,  I  know  tliy  works, 
faith,  patience  and  zeal  j  I  charge  thee  not  with  hypocrify, 
nor  rafincerity  in  religion,  tliat  thou  hafl  no  love  to  me  nor 
true  grace  in  thy  heart ;  but  I  charge  thee  jffth  being  a  de* 
feAive  and  declining  chriftian,  thy  love  is  not  fo  fervent,  thy 
feith  fo  fiim,  thy  vealk  fo  fteady,  thy  converfation  fofavoury 
as  it  might  and  ought  to  be.  Wert  thou  more  attentive  to, 
and  better  acquainted  vrith  thine  own  heart,  thou  would^  dif- 
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-€erti  ftiany  deficiencies  and  fad  blou  and  bleoniRkes  tfatft. 
Once  thou  cooldft  allow  me  thj  whole  heart,  and  all  thine 
aflPe^ons  flowed  towards  me  ;  but,  alas  !  how  art  thoa  back- 
llideny  how  is  thy  fine  gold  become  dimi  how  baft  thou  forfit*' 
ken  thy  firtt  Icrrc  r * 

Whofe  heart  now  has  not  fome  mifgivings,  left  the  reproof 
may  be  direfted  to  him  ?  Who  among  us  can  lay  his  hand 
upon  his  bread,  and  plead>  not  guilty  ?  Who  has  no  reafbn 
'for  jealoufy  over  himfelf,  and  can  venture  to  fay,  the  flame  of 
his  a£Fcdions  are  not  abated  ?  Is  there  that  high  edeem  of  the 
incomparable  worth  and  excellency  of  Chrid,  that  humble  and 
devout  gratitude  for  his  dying  love,  that  meek  fubmilfion  to 
his  willy  that  adlive  zeal  in  his  fervice,  that  charity  to  the  nee- 
dy»  tliat  warm  benevolence  to  mankind,  that  prayerfulnefs  and 
holy  walking,  which  were  wont  to  be  in  us,  and  which  we 
once  po/TefTed  and  difcovered  ?  O  that  we  could  all  make  the 
appeal  to  our  precious  Saviour,  which  the  Apoftle  did,  when 
he  was  afked  this  queftion,  «  Simon,  (on  of  Jonas,  leveft  thou 
"  me  ?" — And  reply  with  him,  "  Lord  thou  knoweft  all 
**  things,  thou  kmiweft  that  we  love  tliee."  Happy  church, 
and  blefTcd  individuals,  who  can  make  this  anfwer  ?  Or  have 
not  many  ot'us  rcafon  to  confefs,  that  a  dull  and  fluggifh  tem- 
per have  taken  hold  of  us,  by  reafon  of  which  we  arc  lefs 
fervent  in  fpirit,  lefs  warm  in  our  afircdions,lefs  devotional  in 
the  frames  of  our  mind  ?  Remember,  O  chriftians,  time 
is  faft  hallening  away,  eternity  is  juft  ready  to  open  upon  us, 
and  what  progrefs  have  we  made  towards  heaven  ?  While  the 
bridegroom  tarries,  are  there  not  too  many  of  us  flumbering 
and  flecping  ?  May  not  Chriil  with  propriety  addrefs  us  as  he 
did  his  people  of-^ld  in  the  prophecy  of  Jeremiah.  ,V  Thus  faith 
«*  die  I^ortl,  1  r  jmcmbcr  thee,  the  kindnefs  of  thy  youth,  the 
<»  love  of  thine  ei'poufals,  when  Ifrael  was  holinefs  to  die  Lord, 
*«  the  firil  fruits  of  his  encrtafc,  but  now  dicy  have  forfaken 
^mc  the  fountain  of  living  waters,  they    are  gone  far  from 
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^me."— *WelI  chriftiansy  if  fuch  be  the  cafe  of  tny  of  yo«% 

fcearkentothe  aSedtlonate  rebuke  and  admoDition  of  your 

Redeemer  addrefled  to  you,,  to  warn  you  of  tlie  languiihiag 

ftate  of  your  graces,  and  to  aroufe  you  to  return  to  your  fir  A 

love*     vVherefore  I  proceeds 

• 
Secondlyy.to  explain  the  duty  of  thofe  who  may  apprehend 

die  reproof  applicable  to  them.  "  Remember  tlierefore  from 
*«  whence  thou  art  fallen,  and  repent  and  do  thy  fir  ft  works^ 
•*  or  elfe  I  will  come  unto  thee  quickly,  and  will  remove  thy 
•*  candleftick  out  of  his  place,  except  thou  repent." 

Firft,  be  thoroughly  fenfible  of  thy  condition.  We  can- 
not be  too  deeply  concerned  about  our  everlafting  peace  and 
welfare.  Let  us  confider  how  matters  ftand  between  God 
and  our  fouls.  We  are  ready  to  enquire  after,  be  careful  ofj 
and  confult  the  health  of  our  bodies  ;  why  ftould  we  not  be 
as  anxious  about  the  health  and  vigour  of  our  immortal  fpirits  ? 
Whether  they  profper  or  languifli  ?— Whether  their  graces 
cncreafe  or  decline  ? — Whether  our  faith,  love,  holy  affcAions, 
and  hope  fiouriihy  or  whether  they  wither,  fade  and  decay  ? 
—Whether  we  make  advances  In  religion,  or  go  backward  ?— 
Whether  w;e  grow  in  regard  to,  and  ftedfaftnefs  in  duty,  or 
whether  we  become  more  indifierent  to,  and  negligent  of  tli6 
divine  fervice.  Let  us  awake  up  and  fearch  and  try 
ourfelvcs.  If  upon  fcrutiny^  we  find  ourfclves  •  departing 
from  our  firft  love  ;  is  it  becauie  God  is  lefs  good,  Jefus  Icfs 
amiable,  religion  hTs  excellent,  heaven  led  defirable,  and  le(s 
a  relifli  for  divine  ordinances  ?  If  this  be  our  unhappy*  cafe^ 
nothing  ftrange  that  doubts  and  fears  fhouW  arife,  that 
there  fhould  be  fecrct  damps,  fearful  mifgivtngi^  and .  fad  fuA 
picions  of  heart.  Examine  yourfelvcs,  try  yourfelves,  know 
ye  not  your  own  fclves,  how  the  lov^  of  Jefus  is  in  you  ? 

Secondly,  be  deeply  afieAed  with  tlie-  unhappinefs  of  youe 
prefent  circomfiances«    We  fhould  not  only  endeavour  t» 
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kaovir  oar  condition^  bat  we  flionld  lay  it  to  heart*  Itraeat  nd 
bewail  it|  and  repent  in  daft  and  afhes.    Let  as  remember 
from  whence  we  ha^e  fsillen.    How  warm  our  a&edions  oncet 
how  traaqjil  our  fouls,  ferene  our  hopes,  and   fubftantial  oor 
joys,  when  God  firft  pacified  our  troubled  confciences  and  re- 
vealed his  pardoning  love  to  our  hearts.    How  did  we  feel  in 
a  world  of  jpleafure,  as  tho'  heaven  had  come  to  earth  ?    Sen- 
timjnts  of  gratitude  then  glowed  in  our  brcafts,  and  we  felt  as 
tho*  we  would  be  no  longer  faithlefs   but  •  believing.     With  a 
id'::.  A  ardour  and  humble  dependence  upon  divine  grace,  we 
fe:  forward  in  our  journey  towards   tlic  heavenly   Canaan. 
Bui  doleful  consideration,  where  are  we  now  ?  How  has  our 
love  and  zeal,  our  hopes  and  comforts  langulOied  ?  What 
drowiinefs  and  (lapefadion   bcfet  us  ?    Hov/    many  fellow 
chriftians  are  oatUripipg  u&  in  every  grace  and  virtue,  in  every 
good  word  and  work  ?    What  ffiiitual  pleal'ures  do  they  enjoy, 
what  ccicUial  dwlighb^  do  they  tafle  ?  Let  6ut  fouls   bluih  and 
be  contouiidcd;  when  we  ccnicrcpiate  others  far  aiccnded  to- 
wards paradilo,  and  we  perhaps  ilill  groveling  on  the  earth,  or 
it  may  be,  goin-j  the  downward  way.  Can  wc  charfje  God  with 
unkindncl's,  or  cur  blclfcd  Immanucl  v^itli  noj^ligcnce  ?  Where 
is  the  wiidora,  truth,  honor  or  grace  in  our  hearts   when  v.c 
"unreJ'ervcdly  dedicated  ourfelves  to  the    Loid  and  folcmnly 
vowed  to  be  foicvci  his  ?  lias  lie  bteu  a   bariwii    viluernefs  to 
as  or  a  land  of  diought  ?— Has  he  dtalc   with    us  untendcrly, 
unfaithfully  or  dcccitt'ully  ?  — No.   Wc  kaow  that  his    love  is 
perfect  and  unchangeable.  If  he  hath  forfaken  us,  it  is  becaufe 
wc  firft   departed  from  him.     What   will  bi  our   wretched 

condition  if  he  Ihould  treat  us  as  we  do  him  ;  if  he  fhould 
refent  our  ccldnefs  and  ncgle^^h  as  they  deferx'e  ?  Tremble  at 
the  thought,  O  chriitian  i  and  ibake  off  diy  fupinencfs. 

Thirdly,  repent  r.nd  d^  tliy  firft  work<.  Confidcr  the  path 
on  which  thou  didll:  take  thy  departure  from  Gcd,  and  re- 
turn back  in  the  fame  way  in  wlirch  thou  wenteft  aftray.     A 
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mmSkt  who  hath  loft  his  road  and  finds  himfetiF  \irandm8f^ 

panieSf  ftands  ftiU»  and  recolleds  where  he  is  fare  he  was  right* 

and  retnms  by  the  fame  track,  however  monifyingy  tediooi 

and  irkfome»  and  pejfeveres  till  he  finds  himfelf  right  agaim 

and  then  with  more  vigUence  and  induftrjry  he  purfues  the 

Well  known  way,  chat  he  may  recover  the  time  he  hath  loft* 

Thus  let  the  wandering  chriftian  go  and  do  likewife.     **  Thus 

**  faith  the  Lord,  (land  ye  in  the  ways  and  fee,  and  afk  for 

^  the  old  paths,  where  is  the  good  way,  and  walk  therein  and 

•*  ye  (hall  find  reft  to  your  fouls.**    Every  wrong  ftep   leads 

'  fartlier  from  God  and  happinefs,  encreafes  guilt  and  danger, 

and  the  return  more  difficult,  the  heart  becomes  more  eftran- 

ged  and  alienated,  the  fenfe  and  reli(h  of  divine  things  more 

languid*   Let  wanderers  and  baclfliders  be  fpeedy  therefore  in 

their  return  to  God.     Whoever  defers  things  neceffary  to  be 

done,  never  performs  them  fo  eaf/  as  at  firft.     If  we  delay  in 

this  imi>orunt  bufmefs,  and  fhould  be  vifitsd  with  (icknefs  or 

the  fymptoms  of  death,  what  angui(h  muft  feize   the  foul, 

what  terrible  and  difmaying  fears,  what  (lings  and  reproaches 

of  confcience  muft  the  creature  feel,  who  in  this  condition  ap« 

prehends  himfelf  juft  ready  to  appear  before  llie  bar  of  God. 

Let  a  dying  profpcdl  arouie  us  from  our  leathargies,  flumberst 

and  flee  from  the  awful  danger.     If  we  would  wifh  to  die  in 

peace  and  in  fweet  ferenity  of  foul,  and  have  the  confolations 

of  the  divine  prefence  in   that  folemn   hour,   let  us  inftanily 

remember  from  whence  we  have  fallen  and  repent  and  do  our 

firft  works. 

Fourthly,  make  a  new  and  folemn  dedication  of  yourfelves 
to  God.  When  you  have  fuitably  confidercd  and  inquired 
into  your  departures  from  a  precious  Chrift,  when  your  hearts 
become  affc^ed  with  your  evil  condu^,  are  touched  with  the 
unhappinefs  of  your  condition,  begin  to  relent,  foften  and 
break,  then  take  with  you  words  and  return  unto  the  Lordi 
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K&dfiKV  «i«idM;  Fttdmift;  «  AgainB  tbet,  i}xs  diIt  harr 
*•  1WC  liuocd  ;  piird'JL  our  iniqaiiit::   :w  tbry  art  ^r=i.i."— Or 

••  Uc  iiicrtiful  tv  u:  (in'jrrs.*'  LiCt  :ht  iungnarT  of  f  r^rr 
curiftiiiL  viiO  ifiLtt  i'jTlnxxL  fait  trft  lore  fct,  **  O  L:irr  itt 
Gvdj  J  UuIL  l'^  'J'*ili  di*-^  xnitK,  or  br  err  nsTac.  vixici  crr-rsA 
Xc»  Ui/  I '-Lktu'-tti  V?  rijrjhi  Lc  rrw,  vr  xnr  ob-Amcs  2iui  ir^t,  for 
I  Liv#:  cfiffiiuvuiiv-iy  iLijd  wictcij  dtpantd  vcic  ihtt.  sLsd  in 
lirl^j^^L-t  Uiv'j  ai,;;-;tecl  ta-c^  u'j  fzrtarr  ayJcf  of  ns,  bar 
iiiltkiC  tfi".  iwtv«,  ail  htll  dtfrrriDg,  ungra'.tful  xrrKih  ;  from 
in/Lv4a'.f  t  ijUfXi'Ay  ackuowledg?  and  own  e;at  airer  dfftmc- 
tiow  it  /liX  lijjfi'Jttl  portion  5  yci,  O  Lord  G-.-i,  :ioa  kesptff 
covcli^^^  »i*d  ii-*t  fuJl  '^  compaffic^n,  who  it;.'rr.:ifl  dice  of 
tiie  cvi!,  a'.i  pA/r-sk  by  iht  tranTgrrfiion  of  il;  rtrr.r.a-.t  of  tfcjr 
|>c'yj/l<r,  ifc'-'-'^pt,  tiiro' Uic  atoning  merits  of  thy  d tar  Scd,  the 
cicv^ui  pufj/ok  of  my  Lcartf  and  this  minrei  farrendcrl 
lijAtc  '-'r  f/j>iciri/j  ih€c.  I  rsfolvc  now,  in  -Jiy  grace,  to  r'  -ire 
f/i  i\iKt  (oitvcr,  and  never  more  to  wander  or  depa  from 
ihcr,  ikik.*:  not  iIjv  fpirit  from  TT}':,  but  refrcre,  O  God  cf  1E7 
fulvat.ioi.,  ill y  forfeited  countenance  and  favour;  dilivcr  my 
loul  i/ofii  jMiilt-iifid  tilt  other  eflf-.-cts  of  my  wk.-Jsrlr^s,  thea 
iLui;  /li/  u^ii;;ac  /in^  aloud  of  lliy  rightcoufiy^A.  * 

Jihiily,  l>e  w:ili.ljful  and  vi^Ilcnt  when  tl:  i!  art  leficicd 
bi>  (liy  Uiii  love  and  do  thy  I'lrli  works,  and  by  fervent  and  af- 
(idu'iir.  pi  aye)  Jcprccalc  a  rcLip(c  into  that  evil  condition. 
••  VVuu.Ji  and  liiay  ihair  yc  cntci  not  into  rcmpiaiion.  What 
••  i  l.iy  iiiiio  yiju,  I  fay  unto  all,  watcii."  Let  your  pall 
ili'Vi.tiitiii  ti'tch  yuii  ( itctinifpcdh'oii,  and  ycmr  pail  follies  T^'if- 
Jiiiri.  J.jii- avoui  ici  av(ii»l  the  like  departures  lor  the  future, 
••  lvct|i  iliy  litMit  wiili  j11  ilili^rcncc  f«)r  out  of  it  are  the  i/Tues 
••  dl  111  I'."  Confiiici  how  you  were  firll  bci»;uilal  ;  recoiled 
tiow  it  advaUi-rd  till  it  ariivv'd  at  the  drcadiil  iiiuc  in  our 
Lcii.  LcaiM  no  nuuc  to  irull  in  yourfelf,  or  rely  upon  your 
«i\vn  llu-n^lli,  but  ci'iitide  in  dixiuc  grace,  and  lean  continually 
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upon  jom  belored.    MiinB^  i^  deq>  md  tntdor  bnpitSoa 

of  your  conftant  dependrace  upon  God.  Keep  ap  3  ctmftant 
tendenierirof  heart,  and  thus  you  will  be  prderved  in  peace 
and  comfort,  and  in  tbeIo?e  of  joarpfeclMU Saviour. 

Idfily,  all  tbifi  cooifel,  exhorutioot  and  admonition,  it  en- 
forced by  a  ^ong  aijfument  of  threatening  and  terrori  if  it 
ibould  be  neglefied  or  contemned.  "  I  will  come  nnto  thee 
<'  «)uickly,  and  remove  thy  candlelUck  out  of  his  place."  If 
the  love  of  Chiift  be  oncultivated,  and  the  fpirit  of  his  grace 
be  flighted,  he  vill  dcfcoMl  in  trcmeodoui  judgneents  upon 
backfliding  churches  and  declining  chriRians.  The  threaten- 
ing comprehends  in  it  every  fpiritual  evil.  He  will  unchurch 
them,  take  from  them  and  their  poQeiity  the  means  of  grace, 
remove  his  goTpel,  his  miniUcrs  and  his  ordinances,  his  Iplrit 
(hall  no  more  Krive  with  then,  their  hosfe  will  be  left  not* 
them  defoUte.  And  what  will  the  churches,  or  the  angels  of 
the  churches  do  when  thefe  fatal  calamities  fhall  come  upon 
them  ?  What  has  been  the  gloomy  date  of  chat  once  flourilhing 
city  and  church  of  Ephefus,  to  which  Sl  Paul  wrote  an  in- 
(Iruflive  and  comforting  cpiftle,  and  the  reft  of  the  other  glori* ' 
eus  churches  in  the  extenlive  province  and  proconfulate  of 
Afia  i  They  are  gone,  and  hardly  a  veftige  of  them  has  ap- 
peared for  many  centuries.  That  fine  country  is  wholly  loft, 
overwhelmed  and  buried  in  the  thick  gloom  of  MahomeUn  fu- 
perllition  and  deluHon.  Let  all  churches  and  individual  chrif- 
liacs  be  all  attention  to  their  unhappy  example,  to  the  warning 
Toisc  of  Chr;A,  and  the  folemn  monitions  of  heaven.  This  is 
a  great  and  flouiidilDg  church  of  ours,  it  has  been  founded 
more  tlian  an  hundred  and  thirty-five  years,  yet  for  our  fad 
decays  God  may  remove  our  candleftick  from  hence  ;  where- 
fore let  us  always  keep  alive  our  firft  love ;  let  us  he  living  pe- 
oitcntial  lives,  and  working  the  works  of  righieou&els. 


SERMON    XXIII. 


^^'ii  J  Chxi/l  Uu  good  Shepkird. 
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Joblif  lb    tu    I' turn  thgiod  Shepherd. 

JESUS  CHRLST  is  reprefcntcd  in  the  £icred  onclts  «g 
ftftaining  the  grcatcA  variety  of  charaflers.  There  is'  so  of* 
ftce  or  relation  which  implies  any  advantage  to  the  objed  of 
it«  hu:  Chrift  i%  defer  ILcd  as  iuflaihirg  and  difcharging  every 
branch  of  duty  belonging  to  it.  He  is  ftiled  a  prophet,  ordsuned 
a  prieft  forever,  and  U  exalted  as  a  king.  The  Saviour  is  hit 
appropriate  and  exclufivc  chara<^er.  An  hufband,  an  head,  a 
brother  and  a  friend  arc  familiar  titles  of  Immanuel.  In  oar 
text  and  many  otlicr  paflnge*  Kc  is  held  forth  to  view  under 
thevigtlenty  careful  and  tender  image  of  a  Shepherd. 

Here  ii  a  ftriling  accumulation  of  cfifices,  wherein  ambitioti 
has  no  influence,  ne'lh^r  can  envy  find  agroundof  imputatioH- 
He  did  not  afrumethel>  office:;,  nur  decs  he  execute  them  for 
hit  own  be;ie6t.     It  was  inconceivable  condefcenfion    in  him 
to  fuffer  the  moll  exalted  of  iljem  ;  and  he  executes  them  for 
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tiwMirsiiltage,dieftIeii'dvanUgeofthc>rei^o  are  in  tfaem- 
tStftif  and  m  thdr  own  optnion  among  the  vileR  and  mod 
trntrorthy  creatures.    Who  is  a  God  like  unto  our  God  ? — He 
If  .exalted  above  all  EAeflings  and  praife— he  humbles  himfelf 
to  bdioM  things  doxft  in  beayeUt  and  yet  he  ftoops  to  perform 
'tile  part  of  the  moft'condefcending  friend — to  every  a^  and 
-every  fervice  of  the  moft  endearing  and  compaflionate  name. 
Se  aftoniflied,  O  ye  heavenly  hods,  at  this  !  Ye  tnhabiunts  of 
the  earth,  (hind  amazed  and  wonder  !  Blefs  the  Lord,  all  ye 
his  faints  ;  blefs  the  Lord  O  my  foul.     The  flock,  his  flieept 
«re  the  objects  of  all  thefe  offices,  of  every  tender  and  affec- 
tionate part  he  performs,  in  all  the  variety  of  relations  he 
•bears.    For  them  he  left  his  fathers  bofom,  the  adoratioil  of 
aageb,  and  all  the  eblefiial  glories ;  for  them  he  afTumed  ha> 
man  nature— fufiered  poverty  and  reproach — kid  down  his 
life  for  them,  and  endured  the  excruciating  pains  of  the  crofi. 

Chrift  is  every  where  fpokcn  of  as  a  (hcphcrd.  In  the  Old 
Teftament  he  was  abundantly  prophecied  of  under  this  title, 
and  in  the  New  he  is  the  great  (hepherd,  the  (hepherd  and 
-bifliop  of  fouls  ;  and  here  in  our  text,  he  calls  himfelf  the  good 
.'Aepherd.  •«  I  am  the  good  Ihephcid/*  And  in  evidence  of 
iai  worthinefs  of  this  charaAer  and  in  proof  of  his  goodnefs, 
^*gave  his  invaluable  life  for  the  fheep.  All  that  your  at- 
-aention  can  be  invited  to  in  a  contraAed  difcourfe  will  only  be^ 

Tirft,  to  confider  what  th'S   charadl.T,  when   afcribed  to 
Ghrift,  implies  in  it  with  refpe^  to  his  flock. 

'Hecondly,  what  are  the  important  ads  denoted  by  it,  which 
he  performs  towards  his  (hcep.     In  regard  to  the 

Virft,  many  things  are  involved  and  comprehended  hftrcin. 
It  implies  that  ChrilFt,  flock  are  the  objvwl  of  hi?  pe c.iliar  care 
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Und  attention.  The  oflSce  or  charaAer  of  a  ihepherd  endeflb' 
ly  comprehends  this  m  it.  Theft  sure  fbme  of  his  eflential  dfr 
lies.  A  ihepherd  withont  care  or  concern  for  the  flock  ii  aA 
abfardity.  Such  an  one  our  Lord  declares  is  not  the  fliep. 
herd,  but  an  hirelings  a  thief  and  a  robber^  that  caredi  not 
for  the  fheepy  and  when  the  wolf  comethy  he  fleeth.  B«t 
the  true  ihepherd  hath  a  genuine  ^concern  for  the  intereft  and 
welfare  of  the  flock.  This  is  the  defign  of  his  chander*  and 
the  objed  of  his  higheit  attention. 

When  Chrifl;  is  ililed  a  ihepherd,  it  denotes  that  the  intereit 
of  the  flock  lies  near  his  heart.  Its  welfare  is  the  objed  id  his 
inceflant  attention.  There  are  no  moments  in  which  be  iedi 
indifferent  to  its  fafety^i  or  in  which  his  agency  is  not  cmfiofr 
cd  for  its  happinefs. 

Jefus  Chrift  has  the  heart  and  temper  of  a  ihepherd,  the 
mod  careful  and  tender  feelings  towards  his  ihcep.  All  this 
proceeds  from  the  kindeH  afiedion.  Love  is  the  fource  of 
every  branch  and  inftance  of  it.  No  other  principle  can  in* 
fluence  him  in  the  part  which  he  performs.  ^<  He  is  the  ihep- 
^  herd  of  Ifrael  who  never  {lumbers  nor  ileeps.''  He  can 
derive  no  advantages  herefrom,  no  acceflion  to  his  glory,  nor 
addition  to  his  blifs.  The  benefits  and  advantages  nn  this 
cafe  are  all  in  favour  of  the  ihcep.  He  loves  them  with  the 
moll  ardent  aifcdlion,  fo  that  he  gave  up  his  life  for  them. 

The  love  of  Chrifl-  to  his  people  is  two  fold^  commonly  cal- 
led a  love  of  benevolence  and  a  love  of  complacency.  They 
are  the  objcdls  of  the  ont  or  tlie  other  according  to  the  differ- 
ent  conditions  in  which  they  are,  in  a  llatc  of  nature  or  in  a 
(late  of  grace.  His  love  in  the  latter  fenfc  is  exercifed  only 
towards  believers,  to  thofc  who  are  his  adual  members  by  a 
Hue  and  living  faith  :  hence  they  arc  defcribed  as  thoie  who 

hear  his  voice  aud  follow  him.    They  refped,  love  and  ad« 


■fat  hiax  t*  duir  fliepherdt  and  tlicf  viD  nM  foUow  anoAer. 
liooe  can  be  the  objefts  of  thii  kind  of  lorct  only  tliole,  who 
tave  fame  amiable  qnalidn  and  principles  in  thcnti  or  Ibme- 
duttg  in  a  fpintnal  lenTe  lovelj'  belonging  to  them.  Now  none 
flfdiefonf  of  men  have  3117  thing  of  this  kind  in  them,  until 
Ibey  are  converted  and  hkve  pTR  on  Chrift  and  hii  righteonf^ 
nefi  bjfaidii  for  itiigtaceandholmefs  which  is  the  re^on  of 
tfuir  lorelincTi'  Herebj  they  become  fubjeOl  af  what  i>  anu* 
■blei  and  dm*  objcAi  tf  divine  complacency. 

Bnt  a  love  of  benevolence  is  euended  to  all.  Hence  fays 
onr  X.otd  in  the  context,  "  Other  Iheep  I  have  whi<;h  are  not 
"  of  this  fold,  them  alio  will  I  bring  and  thej  (hall  hear 
*■  my  vdce  ;.aad  there  Ihall  be  onefold  and  one  Ihepherd.'^ 
Thefe  alio  in  the  proper  time  fliall  be  brought  unto  me,  be- 
Beve  on  my  name,  and  be  taught  of  the  father.  Therefore  be 
prays  not  only  for  tbofe  who  have  believed  already,  but  for 
all  fuch  who  fltonld  come  unto  him  in  future.  «  Neither, 
**  fays  he,  pray  I  for  tbele  alone,  bnt  for  them  alfo  who  Ihall 
**  believe  on  me  through  their  word."  Mow  while  they  are 
fcii  people  in  this  general  fenlei  remaining  in  Cupidity,  fecori- 
tft  impeaitency  and  unbelief,  they  can  only  be  objeAi  of  hit 
lore  of  benevolence.-  And  this  love  induced  him  t»  lay 
dftwn  his  life  for  all,  even  for  thole  who  were  eaemiei.  "  While . 
*'  we  were  yet  enemies  Chiift  died  for  us." 

Again,  the  care  of  JeTus  Cbrifi,  the  great  and  good  (hep*- 
Lcrd,  extendi  to  all  his  fheep  without  exception  ;  his  love  is 
without  partiality-  His  regard  to  them  is  not  regulated  by 
the  figure  they  make  in  the  eyes  of  the  wotld.  HIi  aScAion 
is  built  on  a  very  difierent  gronnd.  Nay,  it  appean  from 
the  huly  Icriptures,  that  the  confideration  which  gives  things 

value  in  the  fight  of  men,  often  renders  them  contemptible  in 
llie  fight  of  God.    This  ftems  to  be  the  amount  of  a  general 

«Uerrati6D  of  ow  lArd.    **  What  is  highly  efteemed  among 


^'tOfQ  U  an  abomination  in  the  fight  of  OacL^  Jefos  Chiift 
feeth  not  as  men  fee.  They  look  on  outward  appearances -a^d 
profeflions,  but  he  looketh  at  the  heart.  Neither  circiuncUiMi 
nor  unciicamcifion  with  him  availeth  any  things  but  the  nc«i| 
creature,  faith,  and  keeping  the  commandmenti  of  God.  Al) 
who  are  of  tliis  (pint  and  charader,  are  the  obje^  of  Cbriftfa 
affeftion  and  care,  bccaufe  thefe  are  of  the  father,  from  whrai 
cometh  down  every  good  and  pcrfed  gifu  Every,  fncb  peribo 
pertains  to  Chrift  and  is  a  part  of  his  paftoral  charge,  howevee 
hated  by  the  world,  or  loathfome  in  their  own  eyes. 

Some  true  faints  who  belong  to  the  fheep-fold  of  Chrift,  are 
full  of  doubts,  hefitations,  and  mifgivings  of  foul.  Divers 
drcamftances  and  reflections  coofpire  to  make  them  draw  the 
gloomy  concluQon,that  they  appertain  not  to  Jefas,  nor  are 
they  fubjedts  of  his  fpecial  care  as  the  ihepherd  of  liraeL 
They  are  fometimes  in  fuch  a  fitnation  from  fears  within  an  d 
troubles  without,  that  aftoniihment  lays  hold  upon  them,  and 
the  painful  fufpicions  gather  ftrength  from  every  view  they 
take  of  their  heart  and  life,  that  they  are  not  chriftians,  that 
they  have  no  intereft  in  his  diftinguifhing  love.  If  I  had» 
(ays  the  foul,  how  comes  it  to  pafs  that  things  are  thus  with 
me  ?  Deep  callcth  unto  deep  ;  inward  darknef^  joined  with 
outward  afflidions.  They  are  often  bemoanirg  themfelves 
with  fuch  bitter  lamentations  as  thefe  ;  alas  ]  for  this  day  is 
great,  it  is  the  time  of  fore  and  complicated  troubles.  They 
are  frequently  adopting  the  mournful  language  of  Job,  "  Be 
••  hold,  -uv  go  forward  but  he  is  not  there,  and  backward,  but 
^  wi  cannot  perceive  him  ;  on  the  left  hand  \^-he^e  he  doth 
«« work,  but  nve  cannot  behold  him,  he  hidctb  himiclf  on  the 
•*  right  hand,  that  lur  cannot  fee  him."  •«  O  liiat  we  knew 
**  where  we  cotilc!  find  him,  that  we  miglit  come  tven  to 
*•  his  feat.'*  Thus  many  a  time  their  didrefs  is  eminent,  and 
their  anguiOi  poignant.  When  their  melarcholy  circumftan. 
crs  would  feem  to  call  for  fozne  token  of  hxs  favour,  foinc 


fiailHtfhirlim9|;UadMfi».lie  maketlt  ctondii  bin  wiirfig 
mi  dirkacfi kUpaTilioii.  Thit  is  » date  of  infelicity  hejcni 
dkftripcioa.  The  flieep  befec  witb  dangers,  affimlted  witk 
tcmputioasy  and  forronnded  with  diftrefles»  the  ihepberd  ab« 
ftttC»  and  none  to  help  or  comfort.  Safjpicions  and  fears  nf- 
pflding  Chrift'f  afidioo  are  painful  and  afli^ve  to  the  fidnt 
befond  meafure.  The  fpoufe  perhaps  allodes-  ta  diis  cafe 
wheaihe  poun  forth  this  nK>ft*  eameft  petition  and  fervent- 
rttqnefty  '<  Set  me  as  a  feal  upon  thine  heart,  as  a  feal  upon 
**  thy  arm»  for  lore  is  ftronger  than  death  and  jealoufy  moc« 
**  cruel  than  the  grave." 

But  amidft  all  this  difcouragemenc,  (Eirknefi,  diffidence  and 
dread,  the  good  fliepherd  is  at  hand,  and  vrhtfpers  to  them 
<•  Son  be  of  good  cheer,  thy  fins  are  forgiven.  His  care  is 
extended  to  hts  (Keep,  and  his  agency  exerted  for  their  (upport. 
He  intcrpofes  and  difperfes  every  cloud,  in  fuch  a  way  as  ihall 
diljplay  to  them  the  good  pleafure  of  his  goodneiii. 

If  a  tender  fliepherd  (huts  up  a  particular  (Keep  for  a  feafon, 
and  fecludes  it  from  the  privileges  of  the  flock,  yet  in  this  cafe 
it  is  always  an  aA  of  care,  to  preferve  it  from  fome  evil,  or  to 
heal  it  of  fome  difeafe. 

The  care  which  Cbrift  exercifes  toward  his  people  is  pecu- 
liar ;  it  is  different  from  that  common  providence  which  he 
cxercifeth  toward  the  world  in  general.  The  aAs  and  inftaa* 
ees-of  it  are  peculiar,  and  the  fruits  and  effeds  of  it  are  fi>  aUb. 
They  are  the  fabje^  of  bis  common  providence  as  well  as 
odiers,but  they  are  moreover  thd'fubjedts  of  thofe  fpecial  ads 
of  gracious  tendemefs  and  affedionate  care,  which  l^e  performs 
as  the  Aepherd  of  bis  fhecp. 

TWs  leads, 


Sccondljy  to  confidfir  what  tbofc  impiTtatit  xA  denota^ 
wliich  he  performs  toward  his  (heep.  And  thej  maj  be  re** 
duced  to  tliefe  three>  feeding*  leading,  and  protecting,  them*. 

Tir&f  Jefus  Chrifty  as  the  good  ihepherd  of  his  flockt  fieed^f 
them.     It  is  one  of  the  chief  and  principal  branches  of  a  lhep«- 
heid's  office*  to  feed  the  flock  committed  to  him.    In  this  ref- 
pedt  Chrift  aufts  the*  part  of  a  liberal  and  beneficent  fhepherd* 
It  is  tiue  he  does  not  now  feed  it  in  perfon*     His  perfoa  is  m 

heaven*  which  muft  contain  him  till  the  reftoration  of  alt 
things.  He  appears  not  in  perfon  to  any  on  earth,  neither 
are  any  admitted  here  to  behold  his  perfonal  glory,  any  other- 
wife  than  by  faith  in  the  reprefentations  of  it  given  in  his  word. 
It  is  herein  and  hereby  his  people,  as  in  a  glafs*  behold  hit- 
glory.  In  the  future  world  they  (hall  behold  it  in  his  perfon^ 
as*  in  believing*  they  now  do  in  the  (acred  fcriptures* 

The  way  in  which  Chrift  feeds  b's  i&eep  here*  is  by  provid- 
ing pallures  and  food  convenient  for  them.  Thcfc  paftures 
are  his  word  and  ordinances.  They  are  adapted  and  defigned 
to  anfwer  this  purpofe  ;  they  are  intended  as  the  means  for 
the  fiipport  and  nourifhment  of  the  new  creature*  until  it  (ball 
arrive  at  the  ilature  of  a  perfedl  man  in  Chrld  Jcfus. 

The  end  of  pafture  is  not  anfwered  unlefs  it  Rrengthens  and 
pioniotes  the  growth  of  the  creature,  fo  the  intention  of  the 
word  and  ordinances  will  not  be  accomplilhed,  unlefs  they 
comfort,  edify*  and  (h-engthen  chriftians ;  and  if  they  produce 

not  this  nourifhing  effed,  it  forms  a  (Iroug  prefumption  that 
they  are  not  Chrill's  fhcep.  The  word  and  ordinances  are  not 
in  themfelves  thus  nutricious*  or  the  mere  ufc  of  them  would 
be  fufficient ;  but  as  we  find  this  effe<5l  doth  not  follow  of 
courle,  we  muft  therefore  confider  them  in  another  point  of 
view.     It  is  not  in  them,  nor  in  thofe  who  adminifter  them,  aS 


Tome  have  fondlj'  and  delufively  imagined ;  bot  the  lieBing 
■ef  God  accompanying  them  which  fenders  them  efficactons. 
They  are  only  the  means  and  not  the  nourifhment  itfelf.  It  is 
the  gracious  influences  of  the  holy  fpirit  in  and  by  the  means 
which  are  (Iridlly  and  truly  the  nourifhment.  The  powerful 
application  of  thele  are  of  a  fpiritnally  fbrengthening  nature, 
and  they  go  from  firength  to  flrength.  Thus  the  fpirit  takes 
the  things  of  Chrift,  and  by  the  facred  inflitutions  fhews  them 
'to  the  believer;  hence  he  grows  by  the  fincere  milk  of  the 
'  wordi  and  in  this  way  he  is  (aid  to  grow  in  grace. 

Jefus  Chrift  feeds  his  fheept  by  giving  his  fjpirit  to  dwell  in 
them.     By  his  agency  he  opens  their  nnderftandings  to  per« 
ceive  the  glorious  things  of  reUgion.    By  his  agency  the  word 
and  ordinances  become   efiectual  means  of  the  convidion^ 
converfiony  fandlification  and  falvation  of  finners.    Hence  our 
Lord  prays,  **  San^lfy  them  by  thy  truth,  for  thy  word  b 
**  trutli."    From  this  arifcs  the  difference  which  chriiUans  ex- 
perience at  di^crent  feafons,  refpe^ing  the  fame  truths  and 
V)rdinance8.     At  one  time  their  hearts  are  HUed  with  holy 
affedlions,  and  burn  within  them,  as  the  hearts  of  the  difciples 
did  when  they  converfed  with  our  Lord  on  the  road  to  Emaus, 
while  they  pray,  read  or  hear  the  word,  or  attend  upon  a  fa- 
crament.    At  other  times,  under  the  fame  means,  and  employ- 
ed in  the  fame  duties,  all  is  coldnefs,  darknefs  and  flupidity. 
The  reafon  of  this  difference  is,  that  the  fpirit  is  prefent  by  his 
agency  at  one  feafon  and  not  at  another.     Sometimes  divine 
inflitutions  feed  their  fouls  as  with  marrow  and  fatnefs,  and 
Tefrelh  them  as  with  the  liched  wines ;  at  others  they  are  weaV 
and  feeble,  deftitute  of  power  and  authority.      The  various 
frames  of  chriftians  frequently  arife  from  the  prefence  or  ab- 
fence  of  the  fpirit,  when  they  arc  attending  the  means  of  grace* 

Secondly,  the  good  (hepherd  leads,  guides  and  dire<5ls  his 
Iheep*  This  is  a  great  and  diftinguifhing  blefling.  Tho'  his 
government  is  over  all,  yet  he  performs  no  fuch  a^s  in  refpe^ 
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to^^  reft'^f  our  guilty  nee.  Thus  fpeaks  the  Pialmift  -fitftn 
his  own  experience^  ^  He  leadeth  me  befide  the  flill  waters } 
**  he  reftoreth  mjfcnl  s  he  leadeth  me  in  the  paths  of  ri{rhte- 
**  otifnefs  for  his  names  fiJee.*'  Thus  he  leads  his  people  bf 
i&s  word,  hifffpirit  and  bis  ordinances.     He  guideth  Joftph  ai 

*a' flock.  This  is  his  condiid  not  onl^  toward  his  church  in 
]^eraly  but  towards  every  believer  in  particular.     The  ftill 

waters  by  which  they  are  led  afford  them  pleafant  profpeQst 
many  comfortable  yiews  of  divine  things,  many  a  cooling  and 
refrefhing  draught  when  they  are  thirfty  or  weary.  The 
conlblations  of  religion  which  flow  from  thofe  living  fprincs 
of  water>  are  gladnefs,joy,  and  pleafure  to  their  fouk.  Thofie 
who  are  led  in  the  paths  of  righteoafnefs,  that  is,  in  the  way  of 
idatyt  enjoy' fweet  peace>  tranquility  and  hope. 

Thirdly,  protci^on  is  another  thing  which  Chrxft  as  a  ikcp- 
herd  renders  his  flieep.  It  is  an  eflential  part  of  the  ofBce  if  a 
(hepherd,  to  prote(^  the  flock.  Its  need  of  a  fliepherd  arifes 
from  Its  weakness,  cxpofednefs,  and  danger.  As  beafls  of  prey 
are  ever  feeking  the  deftruAion  of  flieep,  fo  there  are  numerous 
enemies  continually  lying  in  wait  to  devour  the  flock  of  ChriO* 
As  flieep  arc  the  moft  impotent  and  defcncelefs  tribe  of  animalft 
fo  when  our  Lordfuftains  the  charaAer  of  a  fliepherd,  it  muft 
imply  his  defence  and  prote^ion  of  his  people.  The  eyes  rf 
Jcftts  obferve  from  afar  every  difficulty  and  every  danger  which 
threatens  ihcm  in  all  the  variety  of  conditions  and  circumftaa- 
ces  in  which  they  may  be.  Satan,  their  grand  enemy,  is  watch- 
ful of  every  opportunity,  and  ikilful  to  improve  it  to  their  in- 
jury, lie  employs  various  ways  with  unfufpeded  art  to  tempt 
their  feet  alhuy,  and  betray  them  into  his  fnare;  and  were  it 
not  for  the  proicCling  interpofiilon  of  the  good  fliepherd,  total 
ruin  would  he  the  allotment  of  every  iaint.  He  guards  them 
againit  the  dcv^J,  the  world,  and  the  fiefli,  that  tlio*  they  may 
fulFcr  from  ihcni,  they  ftiaH  not  be  dcihoyed.  lie  is  tlieir  pro. 
tcdor  againJt  the  pcdilencc  that  walkcth  in  daikncfs,  and  the 


)iagne  dutt  fititetii  at  fiiKm  dafk  If  the  earth  be  raftoTed 
Mt  of  her  place,  if  it  red  to  and  fro  like  a  drunken  man,  and 
become  an  uninhabiuble  wrecl^  their  almighty  Aepherd  has 
another  manfion  prepared  for  their  reception,  he  has  another 
tftB  an  eternal  kingdom  for  them  tvfaich  cannot  be  moved. 

A  brief  reflexion  or  twb  muft  clofe  the  fubjed;. 

'  Fu-ft,  how  kind  and  eondefceading  does  Je&s  Chtift  appeat 
Dvhile  he  eshibits  himfelf  to  ns  in  the  gentle  and  tender  image 
of  a  (hepherd  i  Are  we  not  overcome  with  wonder  and  afto- 
Bifhment,  that  he  fhould  defcend  to  a^  this  humble,  tbo'  moft 
friendly  part  Let  us  call  to  mind  his  nativfc  dignity,  hb  un« 
created  glory,  that  he  is  and  ever  will  be  God  over  all,  and 
can  we  avoid  adopting  the  eztatic  emotion  of  the  apoftle,  vAien 
he  cries  out,  behold,  what  manner  of  love  is  this !  O  how 
meek  and  lowly  does  the  Saviour  appear !  how  amiable  in  his 
humiliation  &s  well  as  majeftic  in  his  interceffory  charaQer,  at 
the  right  hand  of  his  father !  Who  does  not  fed  .with  pleafure 
the  power  and  force  of  fuch  inimitaUe  friendihip,  gentlcnefi^ 
goodnefs  and  condefcenCon  ? 

Secondly,  how  happy  and  blcfTed  are  all  diey  who  have 
Jefus  Chrift  for  their  fiicpherd  ?  They  are  not  to  be  appalled 
dio'  the  earth  be  removed  and  the  mountains  c^ft  into  the  midft 
of  the  fea,  tho'  the  waters  thereof  roar  and  be  ti-oubled.  The 
Lord  of  hofts  is  with  them  and  puts  underneath  them  his  ever* 
lading  arms.  Jefus  is  their  fhield  and  refuge,  and  a  prefent  help 
in  every  time  of  trouble.  <<  Fear  not  little  flock  it  is  your  father*! 
**  good  pleafure  to  give  you  the  kingdom.  Altho'  the  fig-tree 
**  (ball  not  blofibm,  neither  (Kail  fruit  be  in  the  vines ;  the  la- 
**  hour  of  the  olive  (hall  fail,  and  the  fields  (hall  yield  no  meat ; 
**  the  flock  (hall  be  cut  off  from  the  fold,  and  there  (hall  be  no 
*'  herd  in  the  ftalls,  yet  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  and  joy  in  the  Cod 
'*  of  vour  (alvation*    The  Lord  thy  God  in  the  midft  of  thee 
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M  IS  migbtf,  he  will  {are,  he  wH  rejoice  OTerthte  wHhftf^ 
W1k>  would  not  be  a  reil  diriftiany  one  oFQniVaftee^  itt 
piefeicnce  t»  the  hig|b||b  happincis  this  woiM  can  rrife  its  fin- 
Torites  to  f  Confider  die  prefenUcBcis  of  the  pooieft  and  mean- 
eft  betierer,  to  the  gceatefty  higheft  and  inoft  digniGed  fima:. 


Thirdlf,  how  awfid  and  mdanchdy  b  the  fitoatton  of  thofe 
who  have  no  intereft  in  the  care»  protedion  and  loTe  cf  this 
good  fliepllerd  ?  Arc  there  not  many  who  have  die  gicJteft 
leafoB  to  be  affiired  that  thb  is  dieir  tme  flate  ?  PrajtVixdcar 
hearers,  confider  the  danger  and  ternblenc&  of  yoor  fitoation. 
Ton  mn  •the  sUk  every  mnmrnr  of  finldiig  into  die  horrible 
pitof  eternal  deftmffion.  Yonr  life  is  a  TapoQr»  and  yoo  five 
fagr  the  mere  forbearance  and  fufierance  of  that  God,  who  is 
angry  with  yon  every  day.  Cooddcr  what  yoo  wOl  do  if 
death  flioiild  arreft  yon  wUe  yon  are  in  this  condition.  11:c 
Ihoog^itpainfidanddreadfalyaiid  it  had  been  good  for  joo 
yon  had  never  been  bcm. 

Wherefore,  awake,  arif?,  flee  to  the  arms  of  the  gooj  fLep- 
herd  ;  efcape  for  yoar  lives  to  the  city  of  refcge,  to  the  kcpe 
fet  before  yon  in  the  gofpel,  ere  tt  be  forever  too  late.  Re- 
member the  Lord  will  fluke  this  earth  to  pieces,  ar.J  the  de^ 
ments  will  melt  with  fervent  heat.  **  Wherefore  give  all  diE* 
•'  gencc  iz  make  ycur  calling  aaJ  ekcilci  lure.'* 


SERMON    XXIV. 


Soine  Marks  of  Ckri/jt^s  HocL 


IGuah,  xL  II.  Hejhallfe^  his  pck  like  a  Jhcpberd^  he  Jhall 
gather  the  lamht  wth  bis  armsf  and  carry  them  in  his  hofintt 
andjhall  geiUly  lead  thofi  that  are  nvith  young. 


TH£  defcriptions  of  Jehovah  contained  m  this  chjipter, 
are  ininutably  grand  and  majcftic*  •  They  have  never  been 
equalled  by  any  pencil,  and  it  is  impoflible  they  fliould  be  ex- 
ceededi  Hdw  inimitable  is  the  following  painting  ^--With 
what  bold  ftrokesy  with  what  energy  and  life,  with  what  force 
of  ezprefliont  doss  it  czhibit  and  difplay  the  exceeding  great- 
nefs  and  incomparable  majefly  of  tlie  Moft  High.  ■  '*  Wlio 
**  bath  meafured  the  waters  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand,  and 
^  meted  out  heaven  with  a  fpan,  comprehended  the  duft  of 
*<  the  earth  in  a  meafure,  weighed  the  mountains  in  fcales  and 
**  the  hills  in  a  balance  ? — Behold  the  nations  are  as  a  drop  of  a 
<<  bucket,  and  are  counted  at  the  fiarall  duft  of  the  balance  : 
*•  behold  he  taketh  up  the  iiles  as  a  very  little  thing.  And 
'^Labaaonis  not  fufficientto  bum»  and  the  beads  thereof 
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^  fufficient  for  «  burnt  oflfering.  All  nations  befoce  lam  tftct 
**  as  nothings  and  they  are  counted  to  him  lefi  than  nothmf 
**  and  yanity- ''  ^^  ^s  kuiguage  does  not  defcribe  divinirj^ 
felf-eziftent  and  independent ;  inconceiveable  omntpotence,  ' 
and  ineffable  glory,  it  is  abfblutely  impo(Iible»  it  (hould  be 
painted  in  any  language  whatever. 


This  chapter  is,  in  the  New  Teftaxnent,  immediately  and  di« 
redUy  appKed  to  Jefus  Chrift,  In  the  third  verfe  we  have 
tbefe  ezprei&ons.  <<The  mce  of  him  that  crieth  in  the 
<*  wildemefs,  prepare  yc  the  way  of  the  Lord,  make  ftraight 
<'  in  the  defert  an  highway  for  our  God  ;"  even  that  God 
whofe  picture  has  been  drawn  in  glowing  colours  and  with 
a  daring  penciL  Now  this  is  applied  to  John  the  Baptift  as 
the  forerunner  of  Chrift  in  all  the  Evangelifts.  For  that  he 
was  Chrift's  forerunner  is  allowed  ;  therefore  the  God  i'o  iU 
Ittfti  ioufly  delineated  in  the  language  already  qnoted*  is  none 
other  than  the  Lord  Jefus  ;  of  confcquence  Jefus  Chrift  is 
true,  efTential  and  uncreated  God.  So  expreis  an  application! 
of  what  is  here  fpoken,  to  Chrift,  one  would  be  ready  to  think 
fully  fufficient  to  determine  the  controverfy  rcfpcfting  his  pro- 
per Godliead,  with  all  thofe  who  believed  in  divine  revela. 
tion  ;  and  divine  authority  alone  can  decide  in  a  matter  of 
this  nature. 

The  chapter  opens  with  the  mod  joyful  tidings,  thai  there 
Is  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  towards  the  children  of  men. 
"  Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye  my  people,  (kith  the  Lord  ofhofts.'^ 
And  the  prophet  has  orders  to  proclaim  this  confoladbn  in  the 
mod  public  manner.  "  0  thou,  that  bringeft  good  tidings  t© 
*•  Zion,  get  ye  up  into  the  high  mountain,"  a  place  from 
when.e  thou  mayeft  be  eztenfivclj  beared.  *^  O  thou  that 
••  bringeft  good  tidings  to  J'irufiilcm,  lift  up  tliy  voice  with 
**  ftrength,  lift  it  up,  be  not  afraid  ;  fay  unto  the  cities  of  Ju- 
<«  dah,  behold  your  God.    For  the  Lord  God  will  come  with. 


^aAR>BgIi»A>n^l^iss™  will  rule  for  him.''  Thu  God 
irill  come  and  become  flefli  and  dwell  among  as ;  he  will  come 
and  cake  on  him  the  form  of  a  fervant ;  he  will  a/Tume  ha« 
manitjand  his  arm  will  rule  for  him;  he  travelletb  in  the 
greatnefs  of  his  (Irength  through  the  work  of  redemption  ;  his 
reward  is  with  him  and  his  work  before  him.  His  diyinity 
fapports  hi  m  a-i  1  :r  the  fafferings  of  his  humanity  ;  the  former 
gives  infinite  virtue  and  efficacy  to  the  latter.  His  Kvard 
ihall  be  glorious,  "  For  feeing  the  travel  of  his  fool  he  fliall 
•<  befatisfied.  For  the  Joy  that  was  fet  before  him,  he  endu* 
*' red  the  crofsy  defpifed  the  (hame»  and  is  fet  down  at  the 
*<  light  hand  of  the  throne  of  God.*' 

This  (ame  perfon  who  is  drawn  in  all  the  majefty  of  the 
Sovereign  Jehovah  is  exhibited  to  our  view  in  the  text  in  one 
of  the  mod  harmlefs»  gentle  and  inviting  charaftcrs.  '<  HEe 
'*  Ihall  feed  his  Rock  like  a  (hepherd,  he  fliall  gather  the  lambs 
<*  with  his  arms,  and  carry  them  in  his  bolbm,  and  fliall  gen- 
**  tly  lead  thofe  that  are  with  young.''  Remarkable  it  is  that 
the  blefled  Jefus  is  reprefented  in  the  fcriptures  to  his  people 
under  every  figure  and  image  that  exprefles  friendfliipy  kind* 
nefs,  condefcenfion,  care,  tendemefs  s(nd  love.  What  a  group 
of  them  is  before  us ;  tho'  his  arm  is  ftrong  and  he  is  the  migfa* 
ty  Godj  he  condefcends  in  all  the  carefulnefi  of  friendfliip  to 
provide  for  his  people.  Yea,  the  public,  the  weak  and  the 
young  are  the  objeAs  of  his  peculiar  attention*  The  infiints« 
the  children  of  his  church,  feem  above  all  others  to  attrad  his 

moft  affedtionate  care.     He  gathers  them  in  his  tender  arms 
and  carries  them  in  his  warm  and  compafiionate  bofom. 

Many  doArines  of  high  and  ufcful  importanee  arife  from 
this  fubjed,  but  the  only  one  we  can  confider  at  prefect  l^ 
the  nature  and  charaAer  of  Chrift's  flock  upon  earth. 

That  Chrift  Jcfus  has  a  churchi  a  flock  in  the  World,  wiU.be 
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readily  granted  by  all  the  believers  of  dinne  itvebii^fr. 
This  flock  confilU  of  believing  parents  and  their  feed,  who  are 
^ften  ftiled  fbeep  and  lambs.  He  has  had  fuch  a  nnmber  in- 
everj  age  fince  the  fiilU  and  ^U  have  fuch  a  noniber  throngb* 
eut  an  future  generations.  They  are  his  flock  in  an  eminent 
manncTf  and  diftinguiflied  from  the  world,  ever  fince  Caia^ 
departed  from  it,  and  went  out  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord} 
Till  this  unhappy  period,  which  feemed  like  a  fecond  apoftacy.. 
Adam  and  £ve»  and  their  children,  belonged  to  the 
church.  And  the  (hott  hiftory  we  have  of  the  flock  of  Chriflr 
before  the  flood,  tho*  a  long  term  of  more  than  fixteen  hun- 
dred years,  evidently  holds  forth,  that  the  children  of  the*  an* 
lideluvian  faints  pertained  to  the  fame.  Why  are  the  children 
of  Seth,  Enos,  Enoch,  Methufklah  ftc  fo  particularly  nen- 
tioDcd,  but  that  the  fons  and  daughters  bora  unto  them  ap- 
pertainttd  to  the  church  ?  After  the  deluge,  when  Ham  and 
his  fon  were  guilty  of  an  outragious  wickednefr,  fell  under  the 
curfeof  their  father  and  their  God,  anotlier  apoftacy  from 
religion  took  place,  and  they  and  their  poftetity  were  loft  ;. 
yet  the  charch  dill  continued  in  the  other  fons  of  Noah  and 
their  children,  till  the  calling  of  Abraham,  to  whom  was  re- 
vealed a  new  and  more  clear  difpenfation  of  the  covenant  of 
grace.  And  did  Abraham  revive  and  fet  up  the  church  a 
new,  and  were  not  his  infant  offspring  alii)  admitted  into  it  ? 
80  throughout  the  wliolc  Mofaic  economy  and  Jewifli  difpen- 
fatten,  children  peitained  to  the  church,  uud  were  ever  ref- 
pe^ed  as  lambs  of  the  flock.  So  our  Lord  himfelf,  after  wliofe 
death  tlie  church  was  to  be  extended  to  the  gentile  nations, 
commanded  little  children  to  be  brought  unto  him  and  decla- 
red of  fach  is  the  kingdom  of  God.  The  apoftles  alfo  taught 
that  llie  children  of  the  faints  are  holy,  and  to  be  diftinguifhed 
from  th^unckan  pofterity  of  the  heathen  tribes,  and  that  the 
promifes  made  to  believers  extended  likewife  to  their  chil- 
dren. 
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Some  hxfe  arUea  of  hxt,  vho  ptaAiulIj  declare,  thit 
'Oftifl'a  flock  has  no  Iambi  b  itt  and  that  ciiildrcD  pettain  not 
to  the  chnrcb )  accordingly  they  take  little  nrtofthe  inflme- 
tkm  of  their  own,  and  upend  little  pains  for  thdr  iaWatioOi 
Imt  ve  zealous  above  meafnre  in  beguiling  ivay  llie  Qisep  of 
«ther  flocks,  troubling  and  perverting  the  church  ofChrift. 
Thtj  conpa&feaand  land  to  make  profelytci.    BewarB  of 
fuch  left  they  delude  you  to  your  own  ruin  and  to  the  roja  of 
your  ehildreo.    One  of  their  leading  maikiic,  "They  creep 
**  into  hou&i,  and  lead  captive  filly  women."    And  the  moll 
Saf  the  profeljtu  which  they  glean,  are  of  thia  compleaton. 
Let  ihem  aloas,  for  to  their  xiafter  they  fland  or  hH.     Let 
it  ever  be  our  bofucft  re  provide  wholerome  food  for  the  flock, 
and  after  the  example  of  the  good  fliepherd  extend  the  ten- 
dered care  and  moft  afleOionaie  regard  to  the  lambs  thereof, 
-affording  UroDg  meat  to  thole  who  are  full  grmrn   and  with 
milk  nouriChing  the  bodici.     Theeiclufion  oflambjfrom  the 
flock,  contains  in  it  fomething  unnatural  and  cruel  ;  it  eipofei 
them  to  calamity  and  dcatJi ;  i'o  the  excluGon  of  children  from 
the  church  is  not  only  unfcriptural,  but  it  ii  unreafonable  and 
iohuman.    It  is  placing  tbcm  in  the  fituaiion  of  heathen,  few 
of  whom  are  ever  converted.    Obfervatton  afiiirei  us  that  it 
is  a  rare  thing  for  any  oat  of  the  vifible  church  to  be  brought 
to  a  faring  clofure  wiih  Chrift.     It  isthcprafiice  of(bme  bar- 
barous nations,  toexpofe  or  deltroy  many  of  their  children, 
that  they  may  not  be  encumbrances  on,  or  burthenTome  to  their 
families ,;  to  people  who  exclude  their  children  from  the  vifible 
church,  however  it  may  be  done  ihruugh  ignorance  in  fome, 
and  wickednefsin  others,  eminently  eipoTcs    tli^m,  like  other 
heathen,  to  everlafting  deftrudlion.     Would  it  not  be  deemed 
baibaious  and  cruel  to  fi:e  parents  exclude  ijicir  little  children 
from  their  families,  and  afford  them  ndther  food  nor  raiment ; 
it  is  equally  fo  with  a  church,  which  ought  to  be  tlie  family  of 
Chrift  to  thruft  out  their  children.    Will  good  parents  nurfe 
their  Ittde  ones  mth  care  and  tendernefi,  watch  over,  proie  ^ 
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«Bd  guard  tbexOf  fo  the  flock  ought  to  uke  care  of  lU  laii^ 

and  the  church  of  its  chQdren.  Were  churches  carefal,  &idi» 
ibl  and  chriftian  on  this  head,  widdy  different  vronld  the 
chiUren  and  youth  be  from  iK-hat  they  are.  It  is  oiving  to 
the  negligence  of  parents  and  churches,  that  there  are  fo  snanf 
tricked  and  gracelefs  in  the  hmd. 

At  pitfent  the  date,  conation,  lUhding  privileges  and  blef- 
fings  of  the  lambs  fhall  be  omitted,  and  we  w'iH  attend  to  the 
cfaanAer,  nature  and  ma^ks  of  the  Aieep  of  Chrift*s  flock* 
Peter  was  commanded  by  our  Lord  to  feed  both  his  (heep  and 
Ids  lambs.  And  this  ought  to  be  the  condudl  of  every  true 
fium&er  of  the  gofpeL  I  have  already  delivered  a  feries  o^ 
Afcomies  to  the  children  and  youth>  the  lambs  of  this  deparu 
snentofthe  flock.  We  (ball  now  confider  the  nature  and 
charafter  of  die  flieep. 

Fir(l»  they  are  all  of  one  kind  or  fort,  of  one  fpecies  and  qu^ 

Ety.     However  <Uftinguiflied  by  nation,  tribe,  family  or  Ian* 

goage  s  however  diftant  ih  time  from  each  other,  or  feparated 

by  place,  they  are  all  partakers  of  the  fame  nature,  of  the  fame 

kind,  and  have  the  fame  general  marks ;  they  are  (beep.    This 

h  the  term  by  which  the  chief  flftpherd  has  been  pleafed  to 

defignate  and  diftinguiOi  them  from  all  others.     No  animal 

but  itfidf  pofTefles  the  nature  of  a  (beep.    All  others  are  ipecifi* 

cally  different  from  it.      In  like  manner  Chrift's  (beep  are  all 

of  one  kind*  and  each  individual  has  the  fame  nature.     One 

may  be  weak  and  another  (Irong,  one  poor  and  infirm,  and 

other  alert  and  lively,  one  ragged  and  torb,  another  fat  an- 

well  cloathed,  one  is  difeafed  and  fickly,  and  another  in  full 

vigor  and  health,  yet  however  different  in  appearance  and  cir* 

cumftances,  tlisy  are  all  (beep  and  gF  the  fame  kind  ;  they  arc 

not  cffcniially  or  fpecificaily  different  from  each  other. 

Secondly,  fiieep  will  not  lie  down  in  filthy  Waters,  nor  wallcw 


tt  aury  pniMles,  like  fome  animals  of  a  difierent  fpecht  <if 
)dnd.  It  avoids  from  its  natare  every  thing  of  this  fort»  and 
every  approach  to  all  degrees  thereof.  A  pecnliar  inftinft  of 
SMture  canfes  it  to  (hun  all  fuch  places.  Remove  every  re- 
ftraint  which  threatened  danger  may  form,  and  from  a  natural 
antipathy  to  fuch  things,  it  is  fhy  of  and  flees  from  them.  If 
h  accidentally  falls  into  the  mire,  it  quickly  arifes  and  fprtngs 
from  it|  as  if  it  had  received  foroe  foul  difgrace,  or  a  great 
and  lailing  injury.  It  chufes  places  clean  and  dry  from  a 
native  propenGty  to  diem. 

,  This  is  the  condadl  of  Chrift*s  (heep,  of  every  true  faint. 
The  tendency  of  their  nature  which  they  received  from  the 

ipirit  of  gracef  is  topurity  and  holinefs.  The  breathings  of 
their  hearts  are  to  be  holy  as  God  is  holy.  And  their  daily 
prayer  is»  **  O  God  create  in  us  a  clean  hearty  and  make  us  of 
•*  pure  hands."  They  avoid  fin  and  moral  defilement,  not 
only  from  the  danecrs  to  which  it  ezpofes  them»  but  likewife 
from  its  difagreeablenefs  to  their  new  nature.  If  at  any  time 
they  fall  into  iniquity,  they  continue  not  therein,  but  arife 
again  by  repentance  and  repair  anew  to  the  blood  of  Jefus 
for  cleanfing  and  purification.  Sheep  have  many  difficulties 
to  (Iruggle  with,  fo  chrifUans  have  numerous  trials  in  tliis 
world.  Within  often  are  faintings,  and  without  are  fears. 
And  if  Jefus  the  great  and  good  (hepherd  did  not  interpofe, 
refcue,  deliver  and  fupport,  who  could  be  faved  ?  But  precious 
is  his  grace,  and  compafiionate  his  heart,  when  his  poor  iheep 
are  ready  to  be  devoured  by  every  prowling  bead,  and  over- 
whelmed in  every  flough,  his  own  almighty  arms  form  a  dc- 
fexice  around  them,  and  bring  falvation. 

Thirdly,  (heep  have  a  natural  tafte  and  fagacity  to  dif. 
ccm  their  proper  food.  They  can  didinguifli  the  wholefome 
and  nourifliing,  from  the  poifonous  and  mortal  plant.    How« 
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iver  trtfally  it  may  be  mingled  with  tbeir  proveatot  duy  'mfH 
difcern  and  carefully  aToid  it.  Some  natnraKfts  have  oUeiki 
Ted»  that  they  poficTs  this  iagacity  in  a  fnperior  degree»  (b 
fhat  they  will  pick  out  that  which  is  proper  and  noariflungi 
ivfaile  they  leave  that  which  is  noxious  and  unwholefome* 

Thus  the  (heep  of  Qirift  have  a  tafte  and  diicenunent  of  • 
moral  and  fpiritoal  idnd»  of  the  fame  ufe  and  efficacy.  Thcf 
can  difcover  what  do&rine  b  whole&me  and  true,  and  what 
not ;  what  is  agreeable  to  their  new  nature,  and  what  is  9tbcib 
vrife.  However  fadfe  dodrine  may  be  coloured  and  diigniiedf 
and  they  may  be  impofed  upon  by  it  for  a  tiroci  yet  afterwardi 
they  find  it  is  not  fit  food  for  them,  their  fouls  cannot  live  and 
thrive  upon  it  { it  is  not  the  fincere  milk  of  the  wordt  and  thaf 
^cannot  'grow  thereby.  Nothing  can  be  proper  food  for  a 
fpiritnal  nature,  only  that  which  is  fpiricual  and  fuitable  to  a 
fpiritual  tafte.  This  fpiritnal  difcemment  does  not  ftriAly 
^pend  npon  laboured  reafonings,  great  powers  of  mind  or 
eztenfive  fpeculative  knowledge ;  but  perfons  of  thefeeUeft  nn. 
derftandings,  and  whofe  knowledge  is  very  limited  and  coa- 
tra&edy  in  fome  good  meafure  pofTefs  this  holy  qualification* 
For  the  inrpiralioQ  of  the  Almighty  giveth  this  underftanding. 
They  have  an  un^ion  from  the  holy  one,  whereby  they  know 
all  tilings.  It  is  in  regard  to  diis  fpiritual  difcemment  the 
apoftle  declares,  <'  He  that  is  fpiritual  judge th  all  things.*' 
To  this  alfo  he  has  refpefty  when  he  fpeaks  of  chri (Hans  having 
their  fenfes  exercifed  to  difcern  good  and  evil.     It  is  allowed 

there  is  a  tade  in  painting,  poetry,  architednre,  and  other  bran- 
ches of  art ;  why  fliould  there  not  alfo  be  a  tafte  in  reh'gion  ? 
Is  there  not  a  beauty  in  holinefs,  and  in  holy  objeAs,  as  well 
as  in  other  things  ?  And  can  this  beauty  be  difcerned  without 
an  holy  tade  ?  Doth  not  the  month  tnde  readily  its  meat  ? 
So  doth  the  new  creature  ta(le  the  truths  of  the  gofpeU  and 
feels  the  power  of  pure  and  uudefiled  religion.  Tafte  and  fte 
that  tlie  Lard  is  gracious. 


tmuiUffB  h  u  oUenrtd  of  (heep  diat  th^  know  thcfr 
fcphrrrl  and  can  diftingotflkbim  from  a  ftranger ;  thef  know 
hb  voice  and  will  not  follow  anodier.  They  flee  from  (Iran* 
gtth  becaofe  dieir  voice  is  iirange  unto  tbem.  This  oar  Lonl 
a^gns  as  a  difcruninaiiag  nou  or  mark  ofhis  (keep,  whereby 
they  are  known  onto  odierst  and  manifeft  unto  themfelves* 
«  His  (heep  hear  his  voice,  they  know  it  and  they  follow  him.*' 
They  have  ears  to  hear,  underftaddings  to  know,  and  hearts 
io  follow  him  whitherfoever  he  leadedLj 

Thefe  marks  are  true  b  general  of  all  Chrift's  (heep  in  every 
age.  The  meaneft  in  ihe  flock  perceive  his  voice  and  caft 
diftinguKh  it  from  that  of  a  ftranger..  They  vnderftand  his 
tmthsy  fieed  upon  his  word  and  rejoice  therein  i  bis  gofpel  is 
piredous  to  them»  of  more. value  in  their  efteem  than  mbuntams 
of  gold.  To  adopt  the  language  of  the  ipoufe.  **  His  lips 
^  are  like  iillies,  dropping  fweet  fmelling  myrrh.  His  mouth 
« is  mQft  fweet."  That  is,  his  voice,  his  words,  and  truths, 
are  all  thus  delightful  to  them.  The'  (heep  of  Chrift  not  onl» 
fceart  but  they  foUo  w  him.  They  follow  the  found  of  his  voice 
without  hefltation.  However  it  may  thwart  their  own  blind 
and  corrupt  heartSf  they  receive  it  with  meeknefs.  They  foU 
low  his  example,  imiute  all  the  imitable  paru  of  his  charaftert 
and  endeavor  to  vralkcvcnas  he  walked# 

Time  will  not  admit  of  my  purfuing  this  fnbjefiy  or  retail* 
ing  the  marks  of  Chrift's  (heep  any  farther  ;  and  Ihall  thcre^ 
fore  conclude  with  a  few  words  of  applicadon. 

Firft,  how  great  and  wonderfiil  i»  t&e  grace  and  love  of 
Chrift,  that  he  has  found  and  coUeded  a  flock  fox  himielf  from 
among  the  degenerate  fons  of  men  i  O  what  infcrutable  con- 
defcenfion  and  goodnefs  is  here?  What  marvelous  mercy 
and  gracCf  that  any  of  the  race  of  fidlen  Adam  ihould  (land  iiv 
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the  near  relatton  to  him  of  his  (hcep  and  of  his  lambs  {   IliaC 
be  ihould  aflume  to  them  the  tender,  gentle  and  endearing 
charader  of  their  ihepherd  I  This  is  a  branch  of  the  unfearcha- 
ble  riches  of  his  love.    It  ought  to  be  refle^cd  back  with  affec- 
tionate wonder  and  adoring  admiration.     With  propriety  may 
vrc  employ  the  rapturous  language  of  the  loving  and  beloved 
defciple,  **  Behold  what  manner  of  love  is  tliis/' tliat  the  Sa- 
Tiour  hath  bellowed  upon  us,  that  any  fuch  as  we  (hould  be 
feledled  for  his  (heep,that  he  (hould  lay  down  h»s  life   for  us*. 
Truly  he  is  the  good  fhepherd>  who  gave  liis  life  for  the  iheep. 
.**  O  the  depth  of  the  riches,  both  of  the  wifdom  and^lcnow- 
**  ledge  of  Gody  how  unfearchable  are  his  judgments  and  hrs 
^  ways  paft  finding  out  V*     **  O  that  we  may  be  able  to  com- 
**  prehend  with  all  faints,  what  is  the  breadth  anil  length  and 
**  deptli  and  height,  and  to  know   the  love  of  Chriil  which 
^'pafTeth  knowledge."     Should  not  the  love  of  ChriLl  h^ve  a 
fenfible  and  conftraining  influence   upon  our  hearts  I    Sht^uld 
we  not  live  wholly  to  him  I   Ought  we  not  to  imbibe  the  ipi- 
rit  of  St.  Paul,  who  in  raptures  laid,  *<  Fur  me  to  live  is  Chrift 
<*  and  to  die  is  gain."     What  can  be  more  ungrateful,  unten- 
der  and  unkind  than  to  o£Fend  him;  than  not  to  love  him   with 
the  moft  ardent  a£Fe(5tion  ?  How  dear  ought  every  thing  to  be 
f  us  which  appertains  to  him  ?  How  ihould  we  take  pleafure 
in  his  word,  his  truths,  his  worlhip,  his  fabbaths,   ordinances 
and  people  ?  Every  thing  which  wears  his  image  or  fcal,  fhould 
be  to  us  indead  of  a  thouland  arguments  to  induce  us  to  eltecm, 
refpe<5t  and  cleave  to  him. 

Secondly,  this  fubje(S  calls  for  folcmn  fcarchlngs  of  heart. 
In  the  light  of  it,  we  ought  to  try  and  examine  oUrfeWcs. 
Do  we  belong  to  his  flock,  or  are  we  all  of  the  number  of  "his 
flieep  ?  How  blefled  and  happy  (hould  ve be,  if  this  were  the 
cafe  ?  What  a  glorious  affembly,  what  a  precious  church  ? 
But  alas  1  however  extenfive  our  charity,  there  oan  be  n«.' juil 
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|rhMindlbr6i  ehtfrraiiigt  bepb  bif  t  mMnAelf  trath, 
Ctie]r  are  not  ill  Ifniel»  who  are  ofUrmcL  Soincf  periuq^s,  not 
tf^fewy  who  have  oo  lot  or  ixitereft  in  this  matcer.  Let  lU 
dierefore  to-day.  make  a  ferioos  enquiry  into  this  bnflneff.- 
What  will  it  avail  us  to  comfort  oarielTei  that  we  «re  of 
Chrift's  flock  and  confort  with  it,  if»  when  the  great  dividing 
day  commences,  we  ihall  be  feparated  fi-om  it>  as  a  (hepherd 
divideth  his  ihecp  from  rhe  goats,  and  hear  the  awful  fentence 
pronounced  upon  us,  **  Depart  f/om  me  ye  curled.''  Where- 
fore let  usy  in  tiic  preience  of  a  heart  learchingand  rein  trying 
Go4|  look  into  our  hearts  and  into  our  livea.  Have  we  the 
nature  of  the  flieep  ot'Chrilt  ? — Are  we  of  an  holy  nature  ?— • 
Do  we  chufe  holinefs  for  its  own  mtrinfic  oeauiies  auU  excel* 
lencies  ?— Have  \\e  the  tafte  andfagacity  of  his  iheep*  to  diicern 
between  good  and  «vxl  ? — To  difcover  ipiritual  foud,  from 
that  which  is  noxious  and  con*upted  ?«•- Do  wj  tini  pauuret 
in  his  word  and  ordinances,  which  are  fvvcct  i..  oua  fouls  9S, 
the  honey,  and  the  honeycomb  to  the  talte  :>-  JJo  we  kuo^ 
ChriiVs  voice,  underltand,  and  diitinguith  it  troia  tOc  voice  of 
flrangers  ?-*Can  we  difcriminate  the  pure  dodriaes  of  grace, 
from  falie  colourings  or  corrupt  mixtures,  which  are  poifon* 
ous  to  (heep,  and  deltrudive  to  the  foid  ? — Do  we  follow  the 
good  (hepherd,  wherefoever  he  leads  ?*-Is  his  example  prevai« 

lingly  before  us  i — Are  we  frequently  recalling  it  to  remem- 
brance ? — Is  the  imitation  of  it  the  joy  and  rejoicing  of  our 
hearts  i 

,  Thofe  who  can  underftandingly  and  with  a  good  conicience 
anfwer  thefe  queries  in  the  affirmative,  have  reafon  for  confola* 
tion  and  hope.  **  Rejoice  in  the  Lord,  and  again  I  iay  unto 
«•  you  rejoice."  **  Fear  not,  little  flock,  ye  are  the  charge  of 
«  him,  who  fliall  feed  his  flock  like  a  fliepherd,  gather  the 
f<  lambs  with  his  arms,  carry  them  in  his  bofoni»  and  gently 


^  lead  thoft  duu  are  with  fooi^.''  I  flMrfk  am  entfBp  g 
auif  the  Lord  give  yov  onderihmding  in  all  ilibgs>  and  make 
jTpa  all  the  flieep  of  hit  fold,  that  joa  any  fing  eternal  halle» 
lajalw  to  him  in  the  celeftialmanfioa»  ta  vbom  be  honor  and 
l^oryfereYeriandererw    AflM&» 
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SERMON    ZXV. 


The  plaifmtnefs  ofRtligicn. 


Prov.Hi.  17.    iSRrr  mkg^t  Mnwa^f  •/ fUmfanifufsi  tad  M  htr 

paths  ar§  fiaa* 


IF  we  look  into  die  fibred  oracles  of  God,  and  take  a  for- 
ycf  of  tlie  religion  exhibited  thereint  we  will  find  it  rq»refente4 
to  OS  onder  varioos  forms ;  (bmetimes  as  pleafing  to  heavent 
therefore  we  (bouU  be  religions  $  ibmetimes  as  of  the  greateft 
•drantage  and  benefit  to  onrfelTes.  Ac  one  time  it  is  defcri- 
bed  as  the  onlj  method  of  efcaping  miierf,  at  another  as  the 
only  way  to  eternal  felicity.  The  Holy  fpirit  hath  (Uted  it 
before  ns  in  eyery  point  of  view,  in  order  to  gain  our  attention, 
capuvate  our  hearts,  and  engage  ni  in  the  prance  thereof. 
And  as  the  omnifcient  Jehovah  well  knew  that  nothing  made 
a  deeper  impreflion  on  the  human  miad  than  pleafnre,  hence  in 
oar  text  it  is  dated  before  ns  in  this  form  alfo,  to  fee  what  tStSt 
it  will  produce,  when  it  is  reprefented  in  a  way  which  is  univer. 
0dly  courted  by  mankind.  <*  Her  ways  are  ways  ot  pleafisuit, 
^*  nefs  and  all  her  paths  art  peace.''    Thefe  words  are  a  part 


^tbc  eacomiam  which  Sdomony  m  the  contexts  is  poarin^forth 
ttpon  the  excellencies,  advantages  and  blefTrngs,  of  wifdonu 
^  Happy  is  the  man  that  getteth  wifdoniy  that  findeth  under* 
^  (landing  ;  for  the  merchandife  of  it  is  better  than  the  mer- 
*<  chandifc  of  filvery  and  the  gain  thereof  than  fine  gold*     She 

««is  more  precious  dian  rubies.;  and  all  the  things  thou  canft 
«<  defire  are  not  to  be  compared  unto  her.  Length  of  days  are  ift 
**  her  right  hand»  and  in  her  left  hand  riches  and  honor."    It  is 
well  known  that  Solomon  generally  employs    the  term  wt 
dom  to  exprqfs  the  fame  thing  with  what  is  ufually  intended 
Jfj  the  word  religion,  and  wickednefs  he  commonly  (liles  folly* 
,  Religious  men  are  dcfignated  wife,  and  the  wicked  fools.  Sure- 
ly  there  can   be  no  wii'dom  fo  truly  excellent  as  religion  ;  and 
there  can    be  no  folly  greater  ihan  iniquity  and  defpifing  our 
fouls.  It  is  predicated  of  wiidom  or  religion,  thai  her  ways  are 
pleafantnefs.    They  are  not  merely  pleafant  or  pleafurable,  but 
they  are  pleafantnefs,  in  an  abftra^  and  abfolute  manner.    As  jf 
plealiantnefs  was   to  be. found  in  thofe  waysy  and. not  in  any 
other.     This  is  declared  of  her  ways,  that  is,  her  duties,,  ex* 
ercifes  and  employments.     Thefe  things  are  pleafure  in  them* 
felves,  and  they  iflue  in  eternal   felicity .     Tl.>e   ways  which 
lead  to  heaven  are  pleafant,  and  nothing  but  unmixed  plea- 
fure enters  and  dwells  in  that  blefTed  abode.     Delightful  walks 
thro'  Ihady  groves,  fruitful  gardens  or  flowery  parterres,  fcarce. 
if  any  thing  captivates  or  charms  the  human  mind  more  thaa 
thefe.   Travelling  in  them  a£Fords  delight,  and  they  frequently 
lead  to  places  of  the  higheR  entertainment,  uhcre  every  fenfe 
is  regaled,  every  pafHon  foodied  and  every  appetite  gratified. 
But  what  are  the  highefi  wrought,  and  moil  refined  pleafnrcs 
offenfe,  in  comparifon  of  mental  plcafures  and  fpiritual   de- 
lights.    The  royal  preacher  infcribes  upon  the  former   vanity 
and  vexation  of  fpirit,  while  the  latter  is  preferable    to  all  the 
gold  of  Ophir,  and  the  riches  of  Potofi.     It  is  further  fub- 
joined,  "That   all   her  patlis   arc  peace  .^'*     Ways  may  be 
pleafant  and  delightful,  yet  not  guarded   by  peace.     Affaflins 
and  robbers  may  lurk  in  the  arbors  to  annoy  the  unwary 


^prelbiv  ibttt  the  bighwayi  of  hoEnefi  mi  all  the  ^tht- 
lof  piety  aSbrd  not  only  the  moft  refined  and  exalted  pkaiixre 
fal.diemfelves,  but  they  are  fecured  by  vigilant  and  invincible 
ipuirdsy  and  furrcmnded  ^th  moft  petfed  faffty.  They  that 
Walk  in  them  have  God  for  their  fun,  Chrift  for  their  fhield, 
«nd  hofts  of  angels  for  .their  defence.  "There  is  not  merely 
))eaee  in  (lore  for  faints  when  they  Aall  arrive  at  their  journey's 
^ndr  but  they  enjoy  peace  by  the  way.  ««  Grear  is  their  peace 
^  who  lote  God's  law."  That  is,  great  is  the 'peace  of  all 
who  are  trtxly  godly.  View  religion  in  all  its  parts  and  in  all 
its  bearings,  in  every  virtue,  grace  and  doty,  in  all  its  cxer- 
ciCes,  Qomforts  and  joys,  and  you  will  perceive  the  piiSlure  of 
It  here  drawn  by  the  wifeft  of  men,  perfeAIy  accurate,  jaft 
and  beautiful,  *^  That  all  her  ways  are  pleafantnefs  and  all 
**  her  paths  are  peace.*' 

To  attempt  the  proof  of  this  aflcrtion  would  be  impertinentf 
as^it  iflues  from  the  roouih  of  tnfpiration*     But  we  (hall  en- 
deavour, by  divme  aid,  to  iDudrate  this  important  truth  for 
^tir  indruAion  and  improvement^  by  dirc<5ting  the  attention, 

Tirft,  to  the  nature  of  divine  wifdom  or  true  religion. 

Secondly,  to  the  high  advantages  and  benefits  it  affords  its 
friends* 

Thirdly,  to  the  pleafures  arifing  from   the   experiences  of 

thofe  who  have  cnttrcd  into  her  ways^  antftravel  in  her  peace- 
ful paths. 

Firft,  let  us  attend  to  the  nature  of  divine  wlfdom  or  true 
religion.  Piealure  charms  the  hearts  of  men,  and  whatiocver 
affords  plcafare  attracts  defire.  But  who  can  defcribe  the 
peace  and  pleafure  of  religion  ?    It  mocks  all  the  powers  of 


t 

rhetoricic  and  baffles  the  orator's  aru     It  would  be  vain  tm  at-   - 
tempt  a  defcription  of  the  fweetntfs  of  honey ,  to  one  who  haS 
never  tafted  it.  Give  hhn  but  a  tafle  thereof  and  it  will  do  more 
towards  affording  him  a  true  idea  of  its  fweetnef^  than  alt 
the  definitioiK  and  learned  legates  in  the   world.    Thus  it  is 
with  vital  and  experimental  piety.     Were  it  poflxble  for   me 
1^  convey  to  your,  hearts  a  tafte  of  the  grace  of  the  gofpel»  it 
would  do  more  to  raife  in  you  a  feeling  fetife  of  its  pleafantnefst 
than  all  other  ihinr;s  hcIiJcr;.     Preachers  may  fpeak,  but  it  is 
God  who  muft  give  the  hearing  ear  ;  ihcy  may   make  rcprc- 
fcntaiions,  but  he  alone  can  open  ihc  eyes   to  fee  ;  and  they 
at  times  may  aroufc  the  animal  paGioiis  ^  but  it  is  his  preroga- 
tive to  change  the  heart  and  fanflify  the   aflfetlions.     There- 
fore, while  we  delineate  the  nature  f'f  religicn,  let  your  fervent 
afpirations  afccnd,  that  you  may  cipeiience  its  power  on  your 
own  fouls.     Religion  iu  its  llricl  meaning  fignifies  binding  to- 
gether tJicit  t\'hich  was  loofed.     And  as  fm  had  unloofed  the 
foul  from  God,  fo  religion  forms  again  the  holy   connecflion 
between  them.     Knowledge  is  an  effential  link  of  this  chain* 
KnpwleJ^^c  cliamis  tiir  mind  and  fills   it  with  pleafure  and 
dcli^h':.     **  'I'lul/  iht?  li^ht  is  lwv.et,  anJ  it  is  pleafant  for  the 
<*  eyes  [J  U iiold  il.z  Ku\,'^     "  But  no  li^ht  is  pleafurablc  like 
*«  u\2  kiiow'.uge  *A  ihe  •.fiory  of  God  in   tlie  face  of  Jefus 
««Chiil\."     "  ILnce  lik  declared  lo  he  life  eternal   to  know 
•-  llie  oi;l}'  irae   God  i»iiJ  Jeft^^  Chiift  whom  he  hath  fcnt," 
Jr.  eternal  lilc,  pcac?,  picalart'  and  r:rliciry  T — Soalfo  is  knowl- 
Cvl;;^,  and  thio  huowlcd^e  cntcis  into  the  'w/lcnce  of  true  £odli- 
ncL.     V/hca  ptrrons  con.meiice  a  reli;;:r.u5  courfc,    they  be- 
j;in  ro  t^lioM  a  grtAt  and  glorious  h^'ht,  and   bleifed  arc   the 
t)(.iv^hich  are    opened   to  fee.     *' A[>ply  thy   heart   to  my 
«*  knowledge,  faith  Molonjon,  for  it  is  a  pleaf:int   thing    that 
•*  thou  kccj.  it  uit!iiii  thee.*'     As  honey  is  I'wcct  lo  the  tafte, 
i'o  i^    the   !:nor.lca-'j   of  experimental   uli^ion    to   the   I'bul. 
Therein  no    i/'caibie    in   iiiiy    fcience,   like   that  of  learning 
Ci'.iiit  u^d  J--    titi:;/s  wLich  hdo:..r   to  our  clciiiu!  pf*«<.e. 
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MffritnaUy  to  fcnaw  the  pcrfsOioas  of  tbe  divint  natars,  ite 
Jpeci^  rich»  of  unlearchable  grac«,  die  m.yllery  of  (lur  t«- 
dcmpiioii  and  icconcilutioD  u>  God  by  Jefua  Cbrllt*  and  bis 
■cdUtoiial  offices;  lucli  kaowlcdge  i^-a.^all  to  the  foul,  itis 
Beat  indeed  and  driok  iiuieed.  We  fend  a  ccnain  ddighi  in  an 
acquaiatakcci  fiiendfliip  and  intunacy  o£tba  great  and  ^;uod  in 
tbit  wBild,  but  what  is  tltit  ia  compai  ifon  of  an  acquaintans:, 
fiiendlhip  and  intimacy  with  the  Supreme  Jehovah^  Uarid: 
is  m  bit  exaltuiaa  would  leave  his  throne  three  timet  a  day 
\a  go  and  conveife  with  bis  God,  hi«  heavenly  friend. 

Rdigional&cDofifts  iaoimniitting  ourfelves  to  God  and 
Kpwflng  upon  the  bofom  of  his  love.  Giving  up  our  hearts 
infupTsme  duty  and  love  to  him  ;  talcing  him  for  our  por- 
don  and  our  all.  This  is  pleafure  of  tlie  moft  reiined  ar.d 
exalted  nature.  Thuc  we  hear  the  Ffalmlft  addreffing  his  fpi^ 
lit  in  favour  of  comfort  and  felicity  in  tlie  f.uition  of  God, 
*•  Return  unto  thy  reft,  O'ftn^ouJ/^^'v^jf.thcrewtre  ijo^rtfl, 
peace  or  pUaiantoeli  but  in  him.  tLet  u«  tlierefore  have  tti^it 
joy,  which  the  world  can  neither  give  nor  take  away,  by  pla- 
cing our  fouls  in  the  encircling  arms  of  Jcfii^i  and.  fwccily  ref.- 
ting  upon  hit  bolbm. 

Approaching  to  God  as  a  father,  in  that  ii:w  a.id  living' 
vay  opened  in  the  gofpcl  by  Jefu»  CL^il  the  Mediator,  tbij 
contains  in  it  the  purell  delight  and  the  bigheft  conful^t-on  ; 
and  this  is  an  important  conflituent  of  pure  and  undehied  re> 
ligion.  And  when  we  have  made  our  approach  to  dwell  iheie 
is  the  effence  of  every  tiling  jibiifuyahls.  "  BlcHul  are  they 
"  that  dwell  in  his  courts,  they  fiiall  be  fati&ficd  with  the  good- 
"  nefsofhiihoufe,  even  of  his  holy  temph."  We  read  of  the 
Eunuch,  that  when  he  was  brought  to  believe  in  Chnft,  he  wciiC 
•n  bis  way  rejoicing.  Thus  by  believing  in  him  and  ap- 
proaching to  God  by  him  we  may  rejoice  alfo.  What  iafet>t. 
fatisfaflioQ  aadhappinefsis  it,  to  Iddge  ill  the  great  concern: 


<if  our  foak  for  eternity,  in  ch«  hands  of  him,  ^h6  is  infifllti^  ' 
\y  able  and  faithful  co  keep  that  which  is  G^mraittod  to  hfa* 
againit  the  great  day  of  his  appearance.  The  blefied  foul  of 
St.  Paul  is  elevated  on  the  v/ings  of  rapturons  joy  at  thxir 
thought*  **  There  is  no  condemnation  to  them  who  are  ta 
**  Chriil  Jefus.  Who  is  he  that  condemneth,  it  itChrift  that 
^  died,  yea,  rather  that  is  rifen  again  y*  How  does  he  pro- 
aounce  his  own  happy  experience  in  all  the  triumph  of  plea- 
fiire  ?  <*  I  know  in  whom  I  have  believed^  and  that  he  is  able 
**  to  keep  tliat  which  I  have  committed  to  him  againll  ttut 
<<  day."  It  is  impof&ble  for  a  creature  to  live  in  greater  plca- 
•  fure,  "  Than  to  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God."  It  is 
in  faiih  and  love,  **  We  are  filled  with  joy  and  peace  uofpeak- 
•*  iibiq  and  full  of  glory."  Wherefore  ail  who  wi(h  for  plca- 
fiire  and  delight,  let  them  enter  into  the  paths  of  piety  and 
yiAik  ill  ilie  ways  of  religion,  **  Whofe  ways  are  pleafantneis 
^  and  all  her  paUis  |>eiice." 

Religion  h  tlie  enjoyment  of  God  m  all  tlie  creature  com- 
forts which  we  poilcfs.  The  faint  in  all  hi«i  po/Teflions,  *T..V:ts 
**  ard  fees,  Uiat  in  iLcin  the  Lord  is  good."  What  a  fv.  ea, 
noble  and  refined  relilli  does  religion  give  tc  hU  the  common 
bledings  of  life,  our  hc;ihh  and  cafe,  our  red  and  flecp,  our 
food  and  raiment,  our    habitaiionf,   frijnds   and    relatives  } 

m 

We  have  peace  In  our  dwtliiiigs,  fuccelt'  in  o-ir  callings,  and 
happiuefs  in  all  tilings.,  Isii  ocl  plcalant  to  ta:te  covenant 
love  in  all  our  mercies  P-^To  lee  the  bountiful  hand  of  heavtxily 
beneficence  fprcading  our  tabic,  and  filling:  our  cup  with  plen- 
ty 2  This  puts  gladncfs  in  our  hearts  beycud  the  joys  of  liar- 
veft.  Thus  let  us  rejoice,  not  only  when  ihe  carOi  yields  her 
encreafe,  but  when  God,  even  cu:  Gcd  gives  the  bleiUng 
therewith. 

Religion  confifis  much  In  caRing  all  our  cares  and  burdens 
upon  the  Lord)  wiih  a  fweet  and  tianfposting  hope  that  bp 


mttA  tat  as*  Nothing  affords  a  more  fenfible  pl«dare»  tbm 
Id  be  relieved  from  tome  preiling  weighty  under  which  wt  are 
xead^  to  fink.  The  ezerctCes  of  true  religion  renders  a  peifta 
^nicL  ia  ipte  ▼ariety  of  coodicions  in  which  he  may  be.  I^ 
teaches  him  in  whatever  ftate  he  is  therewith  to  be  contef|t. 
Religiqos  contentment  flieds  J07  and  pleaffire  through  the 

foul 

'a 

Prajer  is  an  important  branch  of  real  piety.  And  all  wrhoi 
fre  employed  in  making  known  their  rcquefts  to  God  by  prayer 
and  iupplication*  have  the  precious  promife,  *<That  the  peace 
«^  of  God  which  pa{{£th  all  underllanding  fhall  keep  their 
^  hearts  and  minds." 

I 

Holy  rejoicing  is  alfo  a  branch  of  religion.  The  com** 
manament  is  ever  more  to  rejoice.  Hence  the  gofpel  is  ftiledf 
•*  Gi.id  lidin^s  of  great  joy  to  all  people."  It  is  the  will  of 
God,  that  his  Ifrael  fliould  rejoice  in  every  thing  which  he 
betiowetb  upon  them.  Now  all  thole  ezercifes  are  not  tnly 
plcafin^i  but  pleafantnefs  itfelf. 

■  • 

Praife  likewife  is  a  delightful  thing,  and  this  enters  deeply 
into  the  conftitution  of  pure  religion.  *<  Praife  ye  the  Lord^ 
«  for  the  Lord  is  good,  dng  praifes  unto  his  name  for  itt 
«  pleafant." 

Time  would  fail  me  to  mention  faith,  love,  humility,  meek- 
nefs,  mercifiilncfs,  &c.  all  which  are  effential  conftituents  rf 
religion,  and  the  exercife  of  thofe  graces  and  the  praAice  of 
thofe  virtues  form  the  foul  to  the  higheft  pleafure  and  delight ; 
and  in  this  pading  review  of  piety,  we  cannot  refrain  from 
joining  in  the  divine  declaration,  *<  tlinx  all  her  w^s  are  plea* 
.  <<  fantncfs  and  all  her  t^ths  are  peace.'* 

I 

I  proceedi 


Secondly,  tc  confider  the  high  adv^antages  and  benefits'  it 
affords  iis  friends.  Profit  and  pleafure  feem  to  be  the  great 
purfuits  of  men;  and  if  we  would  have  them  united  in  the 
moft  eminent  pei  fwdlon,  lot  us  engage  in  the  ways  of  religion. 
The  plcafurcs  of  the  world,  and  the  gratifications  of  fenfcf 
always  moqk  their  votaries  aud  leave  a  fting  behind.  Not  fo 
with  the  votaries  of  piety.  Their  expedlations  are  never  ^i&p- 
pointed.  Its  purfuits  are  delightful ;  fo  arc  all  its  cfFcfls  and 
confequences.  Indead  of  pains  of  body,  remorfc  of  confciencei 
and  twinging  perplexity,  the  fruits  of  fm,  they  liave  inward 
peace,  ftrong  confolation,  joyful  hopes,  and  a  fatlsfadlory  afla* 
ranee  of  the  rewards  of  eternal  felicity.  If  tlie  friends  of  reli. 
gion  have  troubles  in  the  world,  yet  in  Jefiia  they  have  peacCy 
and  all  tlie  liches  of  heiiven  full  in  their  view  -^i*  their  ever- 
lafting  inheritance.  The  profits  of  their  bufinef:.  are  not  like 
the  peri  lining  profits  of  time,  they  arc  infiniic  in  v.ilur,  and  their 
durabiliiy  is  ;is  the  heavens.  Tliey  are  fapporied  by  fure  and 
Ccrr:i:n  proinii'es  here,  and  the  future  rccompLiKc  of  reward 
caimot  fail.  **  God  will  never  leave  tiicm  nur  1  jrfake  them, 
*'  and  all  t'lings  ih.ill  work  toji/ctlier  for  i!icii  j^ood.'*  They 
Wave  all  i:.;.igs  in  enjoyment,  and  tiernal  itlu  iiy  by  an  iudc- 
fc-i(.il>l:  :.vt;ifion.  All  tliln^js  are  theirs.  'J'hus  faith  the 
apofll'?,  '*  Whetbc:  ihc  wuilc,  or  l.fc,  or  Jcaih,  vi  \.\\\Vr^s  jitc 
<'  fcnv,  ur  .'.'.Jgs  t.i  roaic  ;  all  arc  yours.  ArJ  )c  arc  Chriil's 
••  auLi  C:;':"t  is  C-^d."  Kc-li-i;n  v.  Uniy  i-ic  til  able  for  this 
world  and  iA'  that  which  is  to  comp.  Who  can  dcfcribe  the 
riches  of  the  city,  which  is  lo  be  ihtir  evcil.Liiir.g  dwelling. 
The  walls  (fit  arejafpcr,  it:,  gates  ].caii,  and  iis  ilrccts  cf  fuie 
gold.  Mf. thinks  could  a  i.oiiVr  have  a  vi^w  of  its  glory  and 
wealth,  could  he  Le  inuucco  lo  rcalifc  nnd  htlitvc  in  the  profits 
and  advanta;jes  of  religion,  he  would  immediately  forfake  all 
and  commence  a  fcllower  of  Jefus.  He  that  can  mimVcr  the 
iUis,  or  count  the  falling  leaves  in  autumn,  let  him  calculate 
i!ic  richts  of  the  faints.  Could  fubftantial  profit  and  unmixed 
T.'.afure  operate  upon  the  hearts  of  men,  furelv  thcv  would  all 
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in&antlf  engage  ia  the  wayi  of  fuetf  and  godUneft,  whiek 
bare  the  dtvine  proroile  of  the  wealth  xnd  advantagei  of  boA 
worlds.  But  the  doArine  of  our  text  is  Aill  fiirdier  confirmed 
^7  the  eiperience  of  alL    Which  leads  net 

Thirdly,  »  confider  the  pleafuret  of  religion  at  appearg 

■from  (he  experience  of  thofe  who  hare  entered  inta  her  way' 

•and  travelled  in  her  peaceful  paths.     Here  we  may  withoot 

hefitation  ap^al  to  all  who  live  g«dly  in  Chdft  JeTns.    From 

dieir  own  feeling),  exercifes  and  experiencet  xhvf  allconcor 

in  this  tcflimonri  "  That  all  her  way*  are  pleafantneTs  and  all 

*<  her  paths  are  peace.    "Their  pleafures  and  their  joys  at  umea 

arc  fuch  that  they  cannot  eiprefs.     All  her  precepts,  her  couU' 

iek)  ethortations  and  proinirest  the  views  which  flie  affordif 

the  profpefts  the  opens,  fted  pleaTure  thro'  the  foul,  unfpeat 

aUe  and  foO  of  glory.     Go  to  the  dying  bed  of  the  true  chrif''  -; 

tiant  enquire  of  him  what  he  thinki  of  religion  i  And  that  ii 

conmonly  conGdered  as  an  honeft  hout.     He  will  iminediacelf 

inform  you  it  is  infinitely  prefecible  to  all  the  riches  and  u-eafuret 

ef  this  world.     He  groans  forth  in  his  laft  druggies,  in  all  the 

Vgonies  of  dilTdution, "  I  (hall  fo»n  be  difincumbercd  of  this  flefli 

and  be  with  Jefus.  O  the  joys,  the  comforts,  the  hopes  that  Ifcell 

With  pleafutc  I  leave  the  earth  !  Heaven  opens  to  my  view." 

Ia  their  paflUge  through  this  life,  how  often  are  they  faying* 

"  It  is  good  forns  to  draw  near  to  Cod."    They  are  frequent. 

}y  in  divine  worlhip   and  in  fpecial  ordinances  experiencing 

and  declaring  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  tun,  this  is  rcite  otlier 

■than  the  gate    of  heaven,  let   us  ever  dwell  in  this  place. 

They  will  be  often  adopting  the  kngunge  of  the  Ipoufe  and 

faying,  "  I  fat  down  under  his  fhadaw  with   great  delight^ 

*' and  his  fruit  was  fweet  umo  my  tade.    Stay  me  with   fl.i- 

*'  gons,  comfort  me  with  apples,  for  I  am  Cd.^klk  love." 

They  arc  fometimes  ufing  tlie  words  of  an  anci^  faint, 

*'  Let  their  money  perilh  wiih  them,  tliat  eiieem  aU^^alth 

and  pleafurci  of  thU  world,  worth  ooe  bouts  ceaiinuwoii  with 


^.  J 
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&od  in  jefuB  ChfiA."  ConCder  all  the  fancied  ptesAim  of 
■fin  are  only  for  a  feafoOi  and  that  feaibn  is  fhort.  Solomon 
drunk  deep  of  them  alii  and  what  were  they  i  "  Vanity  cT 
«  vanities,  vanity  of  vanities/'  andaU  accompanied  with  and 
terminated  in  vexation  of  fpirit.  Enquire  of  the  worldKng> 
the  drunkard,  the  debauchee,  the  whole  tribe  of  fwearen 
and  gamblers,  what  pront  and  happinefs  they  have  had  in  theft 
couH'es  ?  and  their  anfwer  will  be^  nonc^  and  worfe  th|in  none^ 
Repair  to  their  dying  bed,  and  there  behold  their  anguiflii 
and  excruciating  diftrefs,  all  regret,  remorfe,  fears  and  terrort 
within,  and  nothing  but  torment  in  profped.  Lrt  ns  turli 
away  from  the  miferable  objeds,  and  contemplate  the  dqsai^ 
ting  chriftian,  Jirho  in  raptnres  of  pieaAire  is  crying*  •  **  CovaH^ 
^  Lord  Jefus,  come  quickly."  Here  it  may  be  aiked,  rf  there 
be  fo  great  pleafures  in  religion,  how  comes  it,  that  profeflbrt 
often  appear  fo  gloomy  and  unhappy  i  The  reply  to  this  if 
fafyand  plain.  It  ari/es  from  their  iins  and  comtptrona» 
Kow  is  it  rational  to  afcribe  to  religion,  what  otght  to  be  atv 
tribnted  to  iniquity  ?  If  each  has  its  due,  fm  will  be  found  tm 
be  misery  in  its  nature,  and  all  its  confcquences,  but  religiom 
perfectly  the  reverfe»  pleafure  is  its  nature,  and  compleat  hap- 
pinefs its  end*  ' 

A  word  of  exhortation  ihall  clofe  tliis  lecture. 

Let  us  all  now  be  prevailed  upon  to  become  ferJoufly  re- 
ligious. Her  ways  are  pLafurc,  peace,  comfort  and  blifs, 
whereas  tlie  ways  of  fin  arc  ibricw,  wrctchedncfs  and  death* 
Moll  men  would  rather  be  allured  and  pcrfuadcd  to  dieir  duty, 
than  be  affrighted  and  terriiicJ  to  it.  Mucli  might  be 
faid  to  alarm  )ou  with  horror,  an  J  frighten  yen  from  courfes 
of  tranfgrcflion  and  folly,  but  would  you  not  rather  be  led 
than  driven,  courted,  than  compelled  ?  A  word  of  ilircatening 
has  fcarcdy  paiTcd  my  lips  to-day.  Wherefore,  no;v  be  per* 
fuadedwith  your  whole  hearts  to  en;^age  in  piety.     God  is 


fan'tifig  y&o,  CbriH  is  tenderljr  eding  npon  yoD,  the  hdf  Spi* 
Tit  ]\Ve  i  dove  is  moving  upon  your  hearts,  and  fweetly  per- 
fnading  70a  to  turn  unto  tlie  Lord.  The  good  angels  are  ho> 
iwng  around  yon  watting  to  carry  the  glad  news  of  your  re. 
IKotance  to  heaven,  that  all  that  Mi&ful  world  might  be  filled 
with  joy.  Hearken  to  the  companionate  and  endearing  vdce 
of  your  bleeding  Saviour,  "  Behold  I  ftand  at  tlte  door  and 
*■  knock,  if  any  man  h»r  my  voice  and  open  the  door,  I 
■■  will  come  in  to  him,  and  liip  with  him  and  he  with  me.  £ 
*■  cotmret  th»e  (o  bny  of  me  gold,  that  thou  mayefl  be  rich  ; 
"  and  white  raiment  that  thou  mayeft  be  cloatbcd,  and  that 
'■  the  fhame  of  thy  nakednefs  do  not  appear ;  and  anoint  thine 
••  eyes  with  cyelalve  that  thou  mayefl  fee."  What  more  com- 
^affionate  perfuaru>ns  can  be  ponred  into  the  ears  of  finners  i 
O  linners,  turn  and  lire,  turn  and  be  happy  forever. 

,  And  thoft  of  you,  my  hearers,  who  have  entered  into  th« 
pleafant  ways  and  peaceful  paths  of  religion,  continue  therein  % 
turn  not  afide  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left.  Proceed  on 
from.futb  to  faith,  from  duty  to  duty,  from  one  holy  eiercife 
to  another,  and  you  will  foon  appear  before  God  in  Zioo ; 
you  will  foon  be  at  home,  in  your  lathers  honfe,  to  be  forever 
with  the  I^rd. 


I         ■         * 

V 
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rr«v.  111.  ry.    Htr -nuaj^  arenvi^s  of  pleafmiMfsinni  all  kf 

LE^  us  ouce  more  take  a  view  of  this  pleafing  theme* 
Pleafure  isnoteafy  to  be  parted  from,  fo  it  is  not  eaf/  to  re« 
Ilnquiihthis  delightful  branch  of  divine  truth.  We  have  al- 
ready contemplated  the  pleafantnefs  of  religion  in  its  natare« 
and  fbme  of  its  ezercifes.  We  will  now  endeavour  to  attend 
to  it  in  another  point  of  light,  and  illuftrate  its  excellency  and 
beauty  from  the  terms  employed  in  the  text,  as  a  pleaCmt 

uay  and  a  delightful  path. 

'     We  find  by  infpedion  of  the  Jacred  oracles,  that  the  pradice 
of  religion  is  often  compared  to  a  way,  and   they  that  walk 
therein  are  denominated  travellers.     They  are  frequendy  rc- 
prefented  as  perfons  from  home,  as  Sojourners,  pilgrims  and 
(Irangers,  yet  as  tliofe  who   are   on  a  journey  homewards. 

The  religious  life  is  a  journey  indeed,  and  heaven  is  its  end, 
and  tihtherward  all  ilie  pious  bend  their  courf;^.     So  that 
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veet  Jtn  to  aik  a  chiiftian  in  a  proper  frame,  wUtber  he 
tiaveDedt  hit  replf  would  be,  that  he  was  boand  to  the  celellial 
worlds  Now  all  perlbni  o»  a  journey,  Specially  if  tbur 
jonmej  be  long,  they  have  annmu  Icnladoiu  reTpcAinj  two 
diiogs,  whether  thcf  are  in  the  right  loadt  and  whether  the 
way  be  plealant  and  good.  This  a&brds  encouragement  and 
gives  Ipringsaod  alacrity  to  travellers.  When  they  find  they 
are  right  and  their  way  inviting  and  delightful,  they  hafteaoa 
with  fpecdf  and  proceed  in  their  jsamey  with  pleafure^  Were 
an-,  one  minded  to  engage  in  a  religious  life,  or  to  enter  npon 
ft  jonmey  to  the  new  Jemfalcm,  and  enquire  what  fort  was 
Ae  way -hat  tended  thither,  they  have  perfed  iAftrudion  on 
this  headi  in  the  defcription  of  it  in  the  words  befon  us. 
**  That  all  the  ways  are  [Jealkncnefs  and  itll  the  paths  peace." 
Thisis  the  char  jaer  of  every  way  and  every  road,  that  lead t 
to  heaven.  As  religion  is  here  explicitly  compared  to  a  way, 
ft  under  thia- image  it  (hall  be  illuftrited  at  pre&nt. 

Firft,  a  way  is  generally  pleafant  which  leads  through  Sowe-  - 
ry  lawns,  or  lie*  by  beautiful  ftreams  of  water.  Thefe  take 
From  the  wearifomc  feellin^  of  the  trarellert  «nd  render  his 
journey  pIeaGng~aad  delightful.  But  thus  as  the  holy  Dm4d  ' 
informs  us  from  his  own  ezpeiience,  lies  the  wa^f  religion. 
"  He  maketb  me  to  lie  dovm  in  green  paltuns  ;  leadetb  me  by 
«■  the  (till  waters."  Heiereligionled  him  into  green  pad ures^ 
^ole  verdure  and  dowers  were  pleafiag  andgrateRil  to  the 
Tiew  ;  and  by  the  &ill  watert,  not  fuch  as  dallied  dvwn  migh- 
ty precipices,  or  foamed  through  ragged  rocks,  but  whofe  gen- 
tie  flow  and  foh  mnrmers  were  delightful  nrafic  to  the  cnrap*, 
tured  ear.  And  the  whole  funuture  of  t&e  way  wai  fuch  as 
afforded  the  higheft  pleafure.  He  was  not  hurrivd  througli 
diofe  delightful  objeO*,  but  had  full  time  toconten^te  them, 
and  imbibe  the  lwceBie&  of  all  the  pleafurable  fcenes.  He 
Tcftedintboie  paQaresaad  by  thofe  living  watery  at  I&a^' 
af(^irtientlieycncaiOiiedM£l(ayiriwr«-were  tmin  wrib- 


•fwtter  and  many  palxn  trees.    Gofpel  ordinances,  to  wfaicb 

chrifiians  much  attend  in  their  journeying  through  this  world 

to  their  heavenly  home,  are  charming  and  agreeable,  like  floi^ 

rifiiing  pafiures  and  refrefhing  waters.     Sabbaths,  iacraments^ 

fmblic  and  pnvate  worihip,  praying  to,  and  praifing  Go<f 9 

hearing  his  word  preached,  and  holy  meditations,  are  their 

delight  ;  thcfe  are  their  pleafant  things.     There   is  a  river  of 

comfort  in  gofpcl  infticutions,  "  The   ilreams  whereof  male 

«*  glad  die  cities  of  our  God."     It   is  probable  a  glimple  o£ 

thefe  delightful  fcenes  caufcd  the  ipoufe  to   pour  forth   this 

fervent  petition,  "  Tell  me,  O  thou  whom  my   foul   lovetb» 

««  where  thoufeedeft,  when  thou  makeft  .thy  flock  to  reft  tt 

<•  noon."  Now  tliey  who  walk  not  in  die  way  of  die  Lord,  ase 

upbraided  as  being  guilty  of  the  extremity  of  folly,  in  that  thej 

depart  fr^m  and  defpife  a  mod  pleafant  and  delightful  road. 

Will  a  man,  who  is  a  traveller,  a^  fo  weak  and  unwife  a  part 

as  to  forfake  the  walks  whick  lead  dirough   defirable   fielck^ 

and  lie  by  refrelliing  rivers,  to  force  his  way  through   craggy 

rocks,  and  over  rough  and  fulphureous  mountains  where  all 
beneath  is  Ere  ?  Thus  are  men   enemies  to   themselves,   and 

the  fooliftinefs  of  man  prevertedi  his  way.  Let  us  ever  walk 
in  the  paths  of  piety,  and  journey  iu  the  ways  which  Uc   by 

tlie  river  of  God. 

Secondly,  a  way  becomes  plea-fant   whcii   tJiere   is  from  it 
beautiful "profpedh,    and  frequently  grand    landfcapes   ojxni 
to  the   view.       The  traveller  pa-ifes  and  is  filled  with  fweet 
admiration,  and  looks  aroiand  him  with  extatic  pleafurc.    The 
profpedls  reflect  light  and  glory  upon  the  road,  and  he  proceeds 
on  his  way  rejoicing.     It  heightens  their  pleafuic  exceedingly 
Vfheu  they  conSdcr  all  they  behol.i  is  their  own  ;  all   in    view 
and  more,  not  only  all  things  prefcnt,  but  all  things  to    come 
are^heirs.     The  whole  creation  is  not  merely    at  pe-^ce  with 
■  theptiA  butfor  dieir  life  and  at  their  fervice.    They  look  around 


Atm  with  pleaTnKt  and  forward  with  joy.  How  doei  it  ^Te 
pleafure  to  a  journey  to  hzTe  a  profpeft  of  iu  end  ;  to  fee  the 
Vay  we  are  in  leads  directly  thither,  aod  that  in  a  little  wbils 
we  ihall  be  at  home,  in  a  honfe  not  made  with  handi,  etcroal 
k  the  beavens.  The  profpeA  of  perfedion  and  glory  fliedc 
flowers  on  all  hj$  paths,  and  thus  he  is  delighted  with  the  waya 
yet  the  view  before  him  delights  him  infinitely  more  ;  hence 
he  reaches  forward,  leaving  the  things  that  are  behind,  and 
jtreHing  towards  the  everlaAing  reft. 

Thirdly,  neceflary  and  comfortable  accommodations  aSbrd 
pleafure  on  a  journey.  They  who  walk  in  the  ways  of  religi- 
on have  •very  thing  expedient  and  proper  for  their  fupport  and 
comfort.  The  promifc  is,  "  They  Ihall  want  no  good  thing." 
-In  all  limei  and  places  they  have  accefs  to  the  ftores  of  grace, 
where  there  is  an  infinite  fufliciency  treafnred  upior  their  fup- 
ply.  Whenever  they  call  they  are  furnifhed  j  tliey  have  only 
to  aflt  and  they  (hall  receive.  Their  fuppUes  are  in  conciauU 
leadincfs,  and  ever  proportioned  and  adapted  to  their  wants- 
"  For  as  their  day  is  fo  (hall  their  Arength  be." 

Fourthly,  agreeable  company  ispleafant  on  ajoumey.  This 
deceives  the  time  and  baniJhes  the  tei^oufnefs  of  the  way. 
This  is  an  eminent  confolation  to  thofe  who  walk  in  the  peace- 
ful paths  of  pioty  and  virtue.  It  is  an  afflifling  truth  that 
they  are  euly  few  who  travel  in  this  road,  yet  it  is  a  pleafiag 
refledion  that  they  are  the  wifeft  and  beft,  and  more  excellent 
than  their  neighbuurs.  They  are  not  on  their  journey  troubled 
with  the  impertinence  of  fuolifh  companions.  Chrillians  have 
trials  enough  of  this  fort  from  the  world,  but  the  companions 
of  the  faints  are  all  holy,  wife  and  good.  Let  us  therefore 
cordially  fay,  "  We  will  go  with  them,  for  we  have  heard 
"  the  Lord  is  with  them."  The  communion  of  laints  contri- 
hutes  much  to  the  pleafure  of  their  way.  They  quicken  one 
another  as  fellow  travellets  and  companions  in  the  kingdom 
and  patience  of  Chtift.    la  anciou  times  it  was  a  plofare  to 


1^3 

««st  cptt  Jcnifidcia  to  votlk^  tkft  didr 
ben  acrta&d  hj  the  «af  ,  jod  tbiis  tbcf  weoi  from  Ingik 
iobtzffh  ull  every  aoe  of  diem  appeared  bcfbre  God  in  2ao&, 
MtttaaJ  cogyeriaiiop  eumfipgly  hdg^ttcns  tfaepleafigc  of 
TcDen*  Aad  it  is  the  will  of  God  that  his  pcqpk  flmld 
coorage  ooe  axkTtber  bf  tbeie  mam  in  their  beavcoiy  coocfiv 
«  Tbcj  dut  fear  the  Lord  witt  ofteo  fpcafc  one  to  aaoiher.'' 

I-'ifcMy,  to  have  health,  fireogtb  aod  ahility  to  pcrfeiiB  oar 
j  'ir&cT,tsa  (fefirablccbirg.  The  fick,  dbe  weak  and  the  lame* 
(he  SM^fl  pltafiAg  walks  miil  be  paiofel  and  difagreeaUe  im 
chcfn.  Ihis  makes  the  way  cf  religion  plrafanty  thatthej  ate 
£ilcd  with  rpiritual  ftrength.  And  they  travel  not  in  their  owb 
Imt  in  the  grcitocis  c^  bis  ftrength,  **  who  b  mig^ity  to  fimu*^ 
Thus  tney  run  and  are  not  weary,  they  walk  and  are  not  £nnc« 
By  the  ftrengthening  and  encoaraging  infloencesaf  the  holy  Spi- 
rit their  hearu  are  comforted,  fupported  and  enlarged,  (b  they 
not  only  go  but  run  in  the  #ay  of  the  divine  commandments^ 
^  When  I  am  weak,  (ays  St.  Paol,  then  am  I  ftrong.''  Chrif. 
ttan«  are  weak  in  themfelves,  hot  they  have  every  (bfficient 
ftrength  in  the  Lord  ;  fo  that  they  £iint  not  neither  art  they 
weary. 

FIsthly,  a  way  if  pleafant  wlfere  there  is  a  good  guard  and' 
a  ncilfiil  ^uide,  in  whofe  onderdanding  and  fidelity  we' may* 
I  lac"  the  furcii  confidence.  This  is  the  (kfety  and  fatisfadion 
of  nil  true  beiieven»,  that  they  are  direfled  by  the  counfel,  an^* 
giiidrd  t)v  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  The  infallible  promiie  is 
•*  He  ftiall  lead  them  into  all  truth,"  hence  they  are  faid  to 
walk  Jifter,  and  to  be  led  by  the  fpirit.  As  the  pillar  of  fire 
and  the  cloud  was  a  guide  to  the  Ifraelitifh  nation,  and  led 
thcni  thni'  the  defHrt,  fo  the  fame  God  is  a  guide  to  chrifUan 
travellers  thro'  the  wilderncfs  of  this  world,  and  a  guard  to- 
thcni  alfo  ;  therefore,  « they  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God 
i;-ro'  fiiith  unto  falvation."    The  angels  of  heaven,  thofc  roi^ 


«  4* 

^ReiiDg  fpiritt  wboTe  emploTiiient  it  is  to  nunifter  td  the  beir, 
«fglox7»  area  conftant,  Tigikiit  aod  hiTincible  guard  unto 
llwm*  They  bear  tbem  in  their  anns  whero  tbey  go,  pitch 
their  tents  where  they  reft,  they  arc  their  front  and  Am  rear 
-^tnrdf  and  fectRtly  line  all  their  way.  How  cheerfully  and 
lafely  may  chriftians  proceed  in  their  hearenly  journey,  when 
they  hare  full  aiTurance  that  they  are  always  protedted  and 
furrouoded  by  fuch  guards.  Yea*  the'  they  walk  in  the  fha- 
Jow  of  deadi,  they  need  fear  no  ilL 

Seventhly,  how  comfortable  is  it  to  have  fufficient  light  in 
all  our  ways  i  Nothing  more  di&greeaUe  than  journeying 
in  the  dark,  hi  die  Uacknels  of  a  cloudy  ni^t.  Our  Savioup 
declares,  **  He  that  walketh  in  darknefs  knows  not  whither 
^  he  goeth.'*  Now  they  that  walk  in  the  ways  of  true  piety» 
are  children  of  the  light  and  of  the  day.  Once,  they  were  dark- 
nefs, but  now  are  they  light  in  the  Lord.  The  light  has  ari- 
fen  upon  them,  which  is  not  only  for  their  pleafuxe,  but  to  di* 
redt  their  fteps  in  the  paths  of  peace. 

Eighthly,  the  end  of  their  way  is  pleafantnefs  and  deligbc 
Itfdf.  However  good  the  accommodations,  great  the  fecuiity, 
and  (afe  the  defence  of  our  courfe,  if  the  end  be  bad,  all  muft 
%c  unhappinefs.  This  is  the  forlorn  condition  of  all  the  work- 
ers of  iniquity.  The  way  in  which  they  go,  tho*  wide  and 
%road,  it  diredly  leads  to  dc&mdiion.  And  can  they  have  plca- 

Ibre  in  a  journey,  while  they  know  the  en  J  thereof  is  death,  and 
the  fteps  thereof  take  hold  on  hell.  Not  fo  the  way  of  the  righte. 
•us,  it  leads  to  a  moft  happy  ifTuc,  even  to  perfe^  blc/Tednefs 
•  and  to  eternal  life.  It  ends  ir*  the  prefcnce  of  God,  ^*  Vkbere 
'*  is  fulnefs  of  joy,  and  at  his  right  hand  where  run  rivers  o*^ 
**  plcafure  forevermorc.'* 

Now,  my  brethren,  here  is  brought  into  review  before  you  a 
ew  of  the  ways  of  religions  and  furcly  eveiy  one  muft  readily 


? 


tonceiTe,  that  thej  are  plealant  and  peaceful.  Do  noe  all  inlt 
tnediately  apprehend  that  a  thing  fo  axr.Jable  in  its  nature,  fb 
adrantageousy  rich  and  promifing  in  its  ccnfcqnences,  is  calcu- 
lated to  im!ucc  every  one  to  Wifh  to  acquire  it  for  himfelf  ? 
The  prayer  and  wifh  of  each  fhould  be,  "  O  that  I  was  a  tra^ 

veller  in  fuch  pleafant  ways  and  delightful  paths,  that  will  i^e 

in  fuch  happy  regions,  in   fnch  an  eternally  glcrious  end,** 

Confider  ferioafly  with  yonrfelves,  are  thefe  things  fb  ?    Is  true 

religion   attended  with  thofe   comforts    pleafnres  and  j«ys» 

which  you  have  heard  ?     i^liy  then  will  you  not  enter  opoa 

tliis  heavenly  jonmey,  and  engage  to  travel  in  thefe  delightful 

walks  ?  Surely  you  cannot  but  love  profit  -and  pleafure,  ricliei 

and  honor.     Here  are  durable  riches,  and  crowns  of  glory 

which  fade  not  away.     ^<  Wifdom  is  iiy>re  precious  than  mhieSp 

*^  and  all  the  things  thou  canfl  defire  are  not  to  be  compared 

'*  unto  her.     Length  of  days  is  in  her  right  hand,  and  in  her 

«*  left  riches  and  honor.     Truly,  all  her  ways  are  pleafantnd^ 

*'  and  all  her  paths  are  peace/' 

Perhaps  feme  (land  ready  to  fay,  it  is  my  bufinefs  and  cal* 
ling  to  rccoinmen  d  religion,  and  therefore  I  will  endeavor  to 
exliibit  it  in  the  bed  light  it  can  poflibly  bear.  This  is  my  em« 
plt^yment  indeed,  and  I  glory  in  it,  and  rejoice  to  magnify 
niiiic  office.  And  let  him  that  glorieth  ever  glory  in  the  LordL 
But  yoii  will  grant  me  the  liberty,  to  aflure  you,  religion  is 
not  like  the  mean  and  damaged  wares  of  the  merchant^  which 
arc  ofrr^n  extolled  above  their  intrinfic  value  ;  if  you  ever  come 
to  purchiife  this  pearl,  and  behold  Its  precioufnefs,  you  will 
cry  out  with  the  queen  of  SMa  who  had  come  from  afar  to  fee 

the  wifdom  of  Solomon,  **  that  half  its  excellency  had  not  been 
"  told  you."  But  left  you  (liould  be  jealous  the  preacher's 
dcfii^nis  to  impofc  upon  you,  and  to  praifc  to  you  things  above 
their  worth,  you  cannot  poiTibly  entertain  any  fiicli  apprehcnfions 
in  rcfpcdl  to  the  blcfTed  God.  If  you  fcruplc  and  hcfitateto 
believe  man,  you  muft  furely  believe  the  Lord  of  heaven  and 


,fiTlli*  whp  U  troth  itfelF  and  cannot  lie.  "The  Lord  of 
.  f  boils  makci  unto  all  peoplci  a  fcad  of  fat  thiogs,  a  feaft  of 
**  vines  on  the  lees,  of  fat  things  full  of  mairow,  of  wines  on 
"  the  lees  well  refined  V  Are  feaftsi  niarriage  entertain- 
nents,  luxuriant  vineyardi,  fruitful  tiel^s,  and  delightful  gar- 
dens pleafurable  things  i  All  thefe  images  and  a  thonland  more 
are  employed  by  Jehovah  himfelf  to  reprefent  to  our  view  the 
beauties  and  channs  of  fincere  pictyi  in  order  to  captivate  our 
hearu  and  engage  us  to  fall  in  love  theref^itb, 

But  it  will  flill  be  objefled,  if  religion  be  fo  pleaTant,  peaceful, 
joyous  and  delightful,  how  does  it  happen  that  we  continually 
.feefomanyofiis  votaries  raopilh,  fad  and  melancholy,  always 
moumingt alwavs  complaining?  It  is  truly  afflifting  to  behold 
fii  many  of  the  friends  of  this  comfortable  feivice,  gloomy  and 
diflrefTed.  But  have  you  not  feen  fome  perfons  at  the  richeft 
feaftsandhighed  entertainments  filent  and  dinrclTcd,  and  dark 
melancholy  reding  on  their  brow  J  Were  tliefe  forbidding 
and  gloomy  appearances  ever  attributed  to  the  feaft  and  cheer- 
ful company  J  tiur«ly  not.  It  was  fome  inivard  piiin,  fome  in- 
yilibte  afHiflion,  v.liich  none  knew  but  the  iufjcSs  of  them, 
that  caufeJ  this  gloomy  fadnefs  ia  fcenes  of  pleafure.  So  here 
Uic  fadnefs,  diilriflcs  auJ  complaiuls  of  chTlllJans,  cannot  with 
juftice  be  attributed  to  religion,  but  to  feme  other  caufe.  The 
fource  of  all  tliefe  miierable  appearances  is  fin  and  corruption, 
and  becaufe  they  i:ave  fo  litile  of  the  eiercifts  of  grace  in  iheir 
hearts.  Rcligica  makes  none  of  its  friends  to  mciurn  or  com- 
■  plain  ;  tlicf:  are  iiie  jcnuir.e  tffefls  of  f;n.  Thettfore  it  is  bolh 
unre;dbcab!e  and  v.ici:ed  to  lu'ciibe  to  the  frrmcr.  wliat  are  al- 
ways  the  fruits  of,  and  jiiftly  appertain  to  ilic  laiter.     O  that 


religion  mig.it 


■  fuffcr  in  (be  lioufe  of  its  fiier.ds !  If 


none  ever  jjiu  with  Satan  in  petverftly  and  wrongfully  attri- 
buting lo  rtiigicn,  what  biloiii.;S  to  fin. 

Put  ilme  w  iU  be  ica.ly  here  to  alk,  is  not  reper.:ar:cc  a  part 
Oa 


of  rrHgf cr.,  and  it  not  this  an  onpl^afaraUe  and  mor6lpSlf 
vkoiti  i  This  is  granted  to  be  true  in  tht  opinion  of  tbofe  wh3 
have  never  experienced  the  grace  of  repent  tnce.  But  enqnirs 
of  the  aged  faint,  c*cr  vhofe  cheeks  ftnaxns  of  teari  have 
fio.ved  for  his  fms,  whether  his  feelings  at  thcfe  fealbns  were 
painful  or  pleafant  ?  He  will  immediately  anfwer,  that  hit 
tears  weic  fwcet  and  comfortable.  Sin  in  itfclf  gave  him  \  it- 
tc^rnefs  of  heart,  but  mourning  for  it»  was  his  pleafure  and  ik- 
tisfaclion.  Many  a  faint  has  experienced  more  peace,  comfort 
and  fpiiicual  y.y  in  weeping  for  bis  fin;,  than  ever  an  impen- 
itent finLiur  <ild  in  all  the  round  and  noifc  of  joml  mirth. 
Yea,  fonie  chriuians  hive  had  fo  much  pleafure  and  happinefs 
in  true  fcpei  tance,  that  diey  cotdd  not  well  fee  how  fuch  a 
bi'-'Iing  Ihr  -  d  be  excluded  heaven.  Hence  iSoIomon  declare?, 
•*  Clorrow  .  better  than  l-iugh:er,  and  the  heart  cf  the  wife 
"  is  in  h :  houfe  of  moumiiig."  Surely  in  the  bleiTing  cf  oar 
I  id  ip.'.tt  be  conij-rehendcd  fubftantial  pleafure  andtruc  feli- 
ciiy.  Thus  ht  p'.otiounces,  "  Bleflcd  arc  they  that  mcunit 
*•  fci  i!i'  ;•  TnaU  ;>.-  coir.forted."  "  For  rhcfe  v.*ho  forrow  af- 
**  :cr  c  _.  -'/  l.^:r,  the  Lcrd  I:3»Ii  .M':-'''''!ted,  beauty  for  afiies, 
•»  l1:-  '\  .}  j.iv  for  ;T!n:!fnin<r,  th;  j^'Armrr.t  of  praife  for  the 
"  i|^i;'.i  I  H  ivmc'../'  /\ll  th^  .'jnts  leilify  that  repentance  is 
i-  fv.c.t  an  !  il  alanif::':.icif',  v6  ihof^  -^ho  aro  ignorant  of 
i.,.r.'.  i  r..v..i  «'\-po»i'-:^c;l  any  of  i  i  cnn«"«"i.it'ons,  nmft|  to  fay 
tJiJ  le;Ut,  b*  v:i/  i:iCv);:ipeter.:  ai^d  inipr^fer  judges. 

"?-:t  i:  :^»  h"^"'  '.>■:;  id  cliCi  trJu  i  ilvjfr  vita  fome  improve- 
in  -ik-. 

"irr'i  '.r-A  .*.-  .- »  ( .iVis  for  pr?ii'e  ^r!  •'jTatltiidc  f  the  moft 
•  -i'^Ii.  v  ■»  '  l^fii  r\  *'\\id  ^wiys  C)  ;  :vH:u«c  :trid  j.:ilhs  ef  peace  :o 
r : -  1 1 . ;  J  ' )  ■  f: - ■ ;  / » i  t-  • : •  j  ■: v,  Tt i :  ."t '  i ;-. :  o »\ : • . !  he  gofpcl,  indiiu  - 
t-.l  f'r  iV.--  !•  \jj  -I"**' '  1  tJ-  -^  '•■:vd!  '^  '.ifrr-r,  !>  pkafure,  peace 
•••:.  1  .<•  Vi"'-.  i  "-'.J*!'  i:-  ^^'--  A^  i*''  >  ''"i'  '^"^  i"^  ^is  end.  Kow 
:.ji:  1,  Li\j',i  ..-.i*!  iii'i'.i'Mu  €<]c  n.a:  y  t  r  ih',  ril:':  ic'-j^'cns  in  tLe 
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worlf..  Soms  oblige  their  vouriei  to  tom  anchorites,  and 
banilh  themfelvcsfrointhefocieCr  of  men  ;  nihcrs  are  forced 
ioto  cells  and  c\nyl\en,  to  fpend  their  lolitary  dajrs  i.i  tciTtiien- 
tiii^  perancciii  to  ialh  ihcmfk-lve^  with  blood;  curd-.,  to  fnfTcr 
all  :iie  pains  oi  hnii^er  by  emttcidtiii^  tii:lingii  lo  gs  on  <Ji(l3iit 
and  drear/ pilgi'ima^Si)  10  weu'luti  of  iron,  an  J  l':3nd  on 
ptUara  of  fjintiii^  and  death.  Others  niuil  of^r  in  iacillice 
their  tender  diilJreu  to  appeafe  lite  anger  of  their  nKinftroai 
dciiicEi  &c<  I'hui  the  greaceil: .  hulk  of  mankind  are  nver- 
whelm-d  in  harharouii  lupentiliooj,  and  (heir  reli<;ioii  is  cm- 
'  cltyi  aoguilh  and  horror. — Dm  how  humane,  rational,  fvreet 
and  benevolent  i>  the  religion  ol  cliiillianity  I  All  tlis  wayj  of 
our  ridigion  are  pleufure  ami  4II  her  paths  are  peace.  Let  us 
(bcrefcre  rejoice  in  it,  aiid  cmbruce  it  nith  «ur  ^vhoie  heirtE> 
imbib:  all  ils  gracci  and  pr^^HiiTe  all-its  virtu:':  Lrt  us  con- 
tinually olfcr  the  lac;^lke!>  of  j^y,  and  fioj;  ()i^..:s  un;o  the 
IjOrd.  Let  feutiincDti  of  gratitude  And  love  ever  dwdl  iti 
our  hcarti,  and  fongaof  bUlIiiig  andpraile  upon  our  tongues. 

Secondly,  allow  me  to  fiiut  up  this  difcoi:rfe  in  a  fa.irt  ai> 
^tiTstotbe  youngec  part  of  my  audience.  I  turn  tj  jou, 
ny  amiable  yotmg  friends,  who  confider  ynuirdves in  the  age 
cfpleafore.  You-hcre  fee  that  religion  is  not  that  ftigbiful 
'  wid  gloomy  thiogi  which  you  luive  often  r?.1f('ly  pi^uud  t^^ 
jonrfelves  in  your  own  deluded  fancies.  There  is  ;:nihing 
finhiddii^.  diftant  or  dif<tgreeable  in  it.  Here  aloiie  ran  yeti 
find  true  pleafiire  and  durable  deliglic.  Ynu  tliink,  you  are 
in  the  period  of  life,  wherein  you  may  be  allowed  to  tske  your 
fill  of  pleafurC)  before  the  calamitous  appendages  cf  old  age 
come  on.  And,  O  that  you  could  be  perfuaded,  to  feck  it 
where  alons  it  can  be  found.  Would  you  rejoice- in  your 
yonthi  and  have  your  heart;  cheer  you  in  die  da;  5  of  your 
youth,  enter  upon  the  waysof  religion!  Relinqoilh  f^'lly,  ini- 
quity andynnthfidlulis,  and  chufe  God  for  yunr  God,  Chrifl 
for  your  Saviour,  and  the  Holy  Ghoftfor  your  Sandifier  i 
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elitxTe  religion  for  your  courfe  of  life,  hsr  coanfeb  to  dirdft  yetf 
and  her  graces  to  comfort  you  ;  then  will  yoa  have  the  higheft 
pleafures  in  life,  the  moft  confoling  fupports  in  death,  and  coft* 
famate  felicity  throuhgout  the  unwailing  ages  of  eternity. 
Wherefore  (hake  off  the  (hakles  of  fini  talfely  called  pleafuie> 
and  fay  unto  laughter,  thou  art  mad,  and  to   carnal  mirth, 
thou  art  foolifhnefs,  and  make  the  wife  choice  of  Mcfes  with 
vrhom  God  converfed  face  to  face,  as  a  man  with  his  fiiend» 
•*  Who  chofe  to  fuffcr   afflidion  with  the  people   of  God, 
**  rather  than  dwell  in  the  courts  of  fin  for  a  feafon."     Be  en- 
treated to  come  and  take  Chrift's  yoke  upon  you  and  you  will 
furely  find  it  eafy.     Lay  it  up  in  your  minds,  that  the   plea- 
fures  of  religion  are  infinitely  preferable   to   the  pleafures  of 
fenfe.     <*  Seek  the  Lord  while  he  may  be  found,  and  call  up- 
•*  on  him  while  he  is  near."     Let  this  great  truth  be  infcribed 
on  the  palms  of  your  hands,  that  it  may  be  always  before  joi, 
Qind  let  it  never  flip  from  your  memories,  *^  That  all  religion-'^ 
**  ways  are  pleafaataefs>  and  all  her  paths,  peace." 


SERMON    XXVIL 


Faith  Jlruggling  with  difficulties. 


Matt.  rxv.  from  the  21ft  to  the  28th  verfe,  mcladve.  Then 
Jjfui  luent  thence  and  departed  into  the  coafls  of  Tyre  and  Sidon. 
And  behold  a  'wo?n:in  of  Canaan  cams  out  of  the  fame  coafls  ^  and 
cried  unto  hi m^  faying^  have  tnercy  on  m:^  0  Lordf  thou  fin  of 
Davidt  my  daughter  if  grievsujly  vexed  ivith  a  drjiU  But  he 
gm/hvered  her  not  a  ixjord.  And  his  difciples  came  and  hefonght 
bimy  fayingy  fend  her  anuay  for  fhe  crieth  after  us.  But  he  an* 
fkvered  and  faidy  I  am  not  fent  hut  unto  the  lofl  fijeep  of  the  houfe 
of  IfraeL  Then  came  fhe  and  nuorfhipped  him^  fiyif^^t  Lord 
help  me.  But  he  anftuered  and  faidy  it  is  not  meet  to  take  the 
children's  bread  and  caft  it  unto  d'igs.  And  fljefaid^  truth  Lord^ 
yet  the  doy^  eat  of  the  crumbs  'mhtch  fall  from  their  m  after' s  table. 
Then  Jfts  anf^wered  and faid  unto  her^  0  nvoman,  great  is  thy 
faith :  bi  it  unto  thee  even  as  thou  'wilt.  And  her  daughter 
*was  fftMde  ntjhole  from  that  very  hour. 


WE  have  often  read,  my  brethren,  or  often  heard,  of  the 
mighty  deeds  and  great  exploits  performed  by  didinguiflied 
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heroesy  tnd  icnofroed  worthies,  wboCc  hme  hat  beeiT'  li)rea# 
through  the  hidoric  pi^c  ;  b:ir  there  are  no  atchievenients  fo 
glorious,  aad  thine  wiili  fiiih  brilliint  luflre,  as  thofe  which 
have  be^n  don:  by  the  virtue,  power  and  grace  of  faith.  An 
Alexander,  a  C^ur,  a  Hinn'bdl,  performed  no  fuch  {hipendou^ 
deeds  or  obuinei  C-izh  r>:m.irkable  viftories,  as  have  been  ac" 
compli.'htd  by  the  itreagch  and  wifdom  of  this  wonderfol 
grace.  The  oraciss  of  truth  produce  abundant  inftanccs  of 
^^  wonder  working  power.  **  Many  thro'  faith  have  fubdutd 
**  jcingd<->m5»  flopped  the  mouths  of  Iiobs,  quenched  the  vio- 
^<  lence  of  fire,  were  mid^  &rong,  and  waxed  raliant  in  fighty 
"  and  turned  to  fl-^nt  the  armies  of  the  alirns."  Were  ever 
ap.y  exploits  like  di;fe  ptrbrmcd  by  any  or  all  the  noblell  he- 
rocs  of  a;  ::iq'i'.:y  ?  Hjrc  i.i  the  pa^ige  before  us  \vc  have  an 
ailoaLliinij  .hid,  a  mo.l  noiaMe  victory  obtained  by  cue  of 
tlii  wca.^.T  fji,  thro'  the  might  ar.i  all  vanqullhing  power  of 
h'jrfaiih.  A  poor  fecL>le  woman  dares  to  clitcr  the  lilU  with 
rhc  60.1  of  God,  who  could  fpsak  worUs  into  ^zIilc.Kr,  and 
C3in:s  Of  W'l'i  :hi  plauilts  of  vicljry.  Thi  •*::;c:y  ws  have 
o: tJLS  rcniivl:j.blc  iav.idc.it  is  briifi/  this: 

Trf-i'.  Ci;\.:.  th:  oiv'.oiir  of  an  apj/tu^  wj.-l.:,  by.r.r  refolvej 
ir-  -i.-:  i:  tT".-  :.iv;;y  iiiVi'i'.  /rorii  the  U:ae  ii:  c.i.znl  jpju    his 
p  ih.ir  r.\'::\  .  y,  as  p.«'Ii  »1^   tak;;s  a  tJur    i.i;o  i^nie  more  rc- 
rn'>:ecJ."  '.Ts  ^."  'hj  c.j-iKry,  i.i:o  a  lii.lin:  rir:  of  the    land  of 
Jij.'j,  •.-./w*  .  -j  b^:  ici'iji^  u^OT  Tyre  aii  ^i-!o^.     V/hile  he 
wa5  i:,  :"i»iL..".^  aj'.cidoiii;*,  gooJ,a  cj:ui;i  woiuip.  .•:  *^inrnni  Of. 
the  ?.  :'il:=.  C;;:nc  lo  hi.n  wi:h  a  moil  i:r.-^o:iaaa:e  addrds^ 
thi'.  ii-i  wi.J  liriii.ii.Vtr  i.ta'.i:!^  to  ht r  i.'i  i^hter,  who  was 
grio,;-;.!.'!/  v.».  J  i  .V...I  a  J:  i'..  She  mul  fiirely  have  had  feme 
true  in'-r-Tii  :  :..    this  c^ara'^er,  that  h-;  v.-a*  tl:,*   MciBah,  the 
pro.iii"-.!  :.-..■     ::■    -■:  rri'--;,  Lrij  Srm  of  Gc-i,  :*r-d  from'  the  evi 
clriijelh :   iui.  ."-.;  ii.ii  :  i.:i:.i'.:c.i  he:  f-.ul  t^  hf.Ti,  and  belie  v^ 
edor  !rji  .  rjir  :ii:  '-i  v  iii.-n  .vur.  hir  b*:»dl]y  -yes.     J\-:.i  f/ori 
ch;  u:::.;.i:  ::<:  hil  h-idL*d  ^;  ;«;:  miri.lesi  £h:  pwiL^r.J  a  tall 


eoaKdaiee,  that  he  was  aUetohul  herdaoghta.  Tltufiitlt 
indDced  her  to  go  forth  to  meet  htm,  as  the  fame  of  hit  bong 
in  that  part  of  the  coimtTy  bad  reached  her  ears.  She  wai  one 
that  WIS  a  flranger  to  the  commonirealth  of  Ifrae!,  a  *]efcend- 
ant  or  ihAt  accurfed  natioo,  which  had  been  deroted  to  deftroe- 
tion  by  that  fentmce  pronoDiiced  more  than  two  thoufand  jtmn 
before,  "  Curfed  be  Canaan-"  When  a  whole  nation  ii  caft 
off  from  God,  it  never  implies  in  it,  that  every  incUvidoal  of 
that  Ffople  mafl:  perifli  eternally.  This  woman  and  many 
cihsT  inllances  in  fcriptnrc,  aic  evidences  hertof. 

Now  f:iith  caufsd  this  pen'oo  to  siife  end  go  to  Jefos,  b«ng 
fully  penbaded  that  he  wa:>  all  fu£c.:ent,  and  ii>£nituy  able 
todoalltliat  for  her,  wliich  her  hcait  ^tCrei!.  "When  (he 
came  near  nnto  him,  fiie  prcfcntrd  her  petition  in  the  moft  de^ 
cent,  warm,  peniner.t  and  believing  manner.  "  She  cried  unto 
"  him  faying,  have  mercy  upon  me,  O  Lord,  thou  Son  of  Da- 
"  vid."  The  very  fonn  of  the  addrers,  fhcvs  boih  her  know- 
ledge of  Chiill's  chaiaAer  as  the  promifed  Rrdcemerof  his 
people,  nnd  lu;r  failh  in  Mm  as  the  oi.ly  Saviour.  It  may 
raifi  wiinder  ia  fome.  that  llai  poor  wcmnn  did  not  mafce  h;r 
complaint  tothe  difciplcs,  that  they  mi(:ht  have  introductd 
Iter  to  thtir  Lord,  but  it  is  iranifcfL  flit:  had  loo  much  f;tith 
and  knowlidge  for  this.  A  prober  uTn.'«rfiani!h:{;oiihe  truili, 
-and  areal&itli.will  hafeno  an.els  or  f.ilr.is  for  inlerc:ff-n;. 
but  will  apidj'  dir:i:ly  to  the  SonofKavIJ,  to  the  I.ciii&fall 
power  and  grace.  And  flie  plcaJs  no  jri^ii:  or  wov'.liincfs, 
but  her  fole  defire  is  m^tcy  j  to  mercy  ihe  Unk  •,  a^.^'.  on  msny 
flw  refis  all  hsi  hopes.  As  if  f ii;  h^J  fai J,  "  O  I'r.r.a  Son  of 
TlavUr  Ifmsl's  K.ir,g,  r.pon  fBffii-i;r,t  ir.f-v.irslion  and  jeRi- 
liiony,  I  fully  believe  that  ;I  fu  ait  J*:fus,  iV.e  hrA  vi  Cf6  to 
Le  the  .-^^aviour'of  left  men,  I  ihsre.'Vire  .lopcar  in  thy  prrliuca 
as  a  nci:^y  fupplicant  wh«  have  r.otl!i:;r;  to  recommend  me  to 
il^y -.■;ivoi'.r')u;my  mirery,   fu  8';a_  wretch":!:;-''!',    f-  r.ik  no 
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b!eifiiig  due,  or  mcritorions  reward,  but  IV hat  I  humbly  and 

devoutly  beg,  is  an  afl  cf  thy  mere  beneficence,  pure  mercy 
and  free  grace." — One  wciildhave  thought  the  merciful  and 
compafiicr.ate  Saviour,  vruld  irftantly  have  granted  her  hear- 
ty and  oaiiiLd  defne.  Lut  lo,  hi^  ccnciuifi  on  ihis  tender  ai'«d 
afTciflirg  occafior,  how  widely  diflfcrent  from  any  thing  it  ever 

v.'as  before  ?  For  the  trial  cf  her  faith,  and  to  exhibit  her  as  an 
example  to  aU  future  believers,  he  afTumes  an  air  of  diftance 
and  rcferve  ;  he  proceeds  en  his  way,  without  fceming  to  hear 
her,  cr  even  deigning  to  give  her  a  lock  from  his  countenance, 
*•  He  anfwtred  her  not  a  word."  Dlfcouraging  cor  fidcraticn 
indeed  !  How  muft  her  tender  heart  be  wounded  ?  What 
mud  be  her  painful  feelings  ?  She  fought,  fhe  prayed,  fiic  cri- 
ed, but  alas  !  fhe  fcTighr,  and  prayed,  and  cried  in  vain,  "  He 
**  anfwcred  her  net  a  word."  Might  not  this  poor  Canaani- 
tifh  woman  have  rationally  paufed,  and  thoughi  with  herfelf ; 
•*  Surely  this  cannot  be  the  Son  cf  God,  fo  fi:med  for  his  tcn- 
dernefb  and  clemency  ;  has  he  heard  others  and  turns  a  dcSii 
tar  to  me  ?  I  have  addrclfed  Jilm  in  as  humble  and  decent  a. 
manner,  as  any  I  ever  heard  cf?  Is  he  ihTis  referved.  Client 
uwd  partial  ?  I  will  go  re  more  afur  him  ;  I  av!:!  fullcw  him 
no  f:u ihcr."  Would  ret  romc  Tuch  r«.ne«5":!ci-.;  'cpcn  the  treat- 
ment {\vd  nccived  he  '•xrr^ni.-lv  r.alLiial  :  Vaii  Ik  wcver  r.atural 
they  r.iiglit  he  u  a  a  ■  jii;  .  iiijiid,  {\\t\  y.rc  iar  from  being  na- 
tural to  a  rcn-WL.i  :  •.;!;  to  diviju'  faiih,  that  is  in  purfuit  of  fa- 
vour fioni  ihe  L(  i'lr.  ::x.;f:  Ii  Chilli  ;:i..'vered  her  not, 
ana  in  HlLrce  vcrl  u  I  :^  v  .ry,  il,i:,  iocii;s  to  crrrcsfe  her  faithi 
to  cdulc  h«.r  to  itni'  i'cnh  nicio  UrvLi.L  pravtrs  and  tender 
ciics,  irfonnuii  il;at  i,;'j  difcl;  Ics    •■Vv.re   moved  and    anecled 

wiih  her  cak-,    ^ii.d    \t!rnuail;    LwU.nx  iiUcicefTors   on   her 
bcliulf. 

r-clicvers  will  TclI  Py  l-^-litv^r^  in  ainicllon  and  prrjf.lex:r j% 
n!.J  ir.ey  \v;!i  jiical  and  inrcrccce  fcr  liicm.  Tints  "  His 
■■*  diic'^'js -..'li.o   a*:a  l.L.'"v^i'g;;t  him,   fayir^r,   fend   her  av  r.y 


^'forftn  crietL  iifter  ni"  n,r  cries  pierced  iheir  Under 
liearUi  ihcy  rympdihi/eii  with  l.sr  i.i  htr  diilreflcs,  and  they 
-entreated  him  to  grant  het  requelt  and  Tend  her  awjy,  that  they 
might  not  be  harrafled  vr.ili  her  painful  importunities.  At 
(temekiag  requell  GlhU  dii'Liple';,  hs  llnps,  though  he  would 
not  fpcak  to  the  womnn  ;  he  ipeaks,  he  replies  to  them,  in  her 
beating.  1%  it  an  anl'wer  of  encouragement,  topeoi  comfcri  i 
Najr,  fiuite  the  reverfe.  It  i*  big  with  horror  and  repulfe. 
Thyfe  heart  cutting  words  proceed  from  his  lips.  "  I  am  not 
"  Tent,  fays  be,  but  unto  the  loft  flieep  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael." 
This  ftrikes  dumb  the  difcipl<;s,  and  muft  penetrate  tike  dag- 
gers to  her  heart,  behold,  how  Ihe  (lands  mtitei  overwhelm- 
ed in  tear&i  and  ready  lu  link  into  the  earth.  Her  cafe  was 
deplorable  indeed  ;  and  thefe  words  might,  methinks,  have 
thrown  tier  into  eternal  defpair.  With  vvlut  pUufibility  and 
juftice  might  Ihe  have  argued  againit  her  eleftion,  as  many  do, 
»ho  have  no  fuch  reafons  i  linw  might  (he  have  poured  out 
her  defpaiiing  foul  in  fuch  wailings  iis  thefe  .'  "  Alas  !  Je- 
fus  is  only  feni  to  (hew  mercy  and  be  a  i^aviour  to  the 
people,  to  the  lod  Ihccp  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael ;  it  is  true  I  am 
ioft.  a  Io(t  creature  indeed,  and  now  nmft  be  loft  to  all  ctcr- 
nicy  ;  lam  not  of  the  happy  and  chsfen  family  of  Ifrael,  tint 
of  the  reprobate,  the  curfed  race  of  the  gtntilcs  ;  tlicre  Is  no 
encouragement,  no  hope,  no  mercy,  no  lalvation  forme;  I 
and  my  dear  child  muft  be  rapped  in  the  (lames  of  damnation ; 
J  have  fought  his  merciful  favour  with  an  humble  and  bro- 
ken heart,  with  fighs,  and  cries,  and  ceais  ;  I  am  not  a  cho- 
'  fen  »((&!,  I  pertain  not  to  the  elec2io:i  of  grace,  but  muft 
lia?emy  doom  inihe  regions  of  horror  and  cverlaftingmifery." 
Are  not  fuch  defjiairing  tlioujjhts  naiaraW  Where  islhe'be- 
liever  that  could  ever  again  look  to  J  jfus,  aficr  fuch  a  rf puii'e. 
Butthisdoe»notdifpiriitlie  litith  ofihls  woman,  it  engag-^s 
her  to  more  zeal,  it  fires  all  tlic  powers  of  her  foul  [  inllsad  c£ 
relinquiOiing  her  purpole  by  thefe  ducouragemciits,  (he  re- 


news  her  addrefs  with  more  humility,  earneftnefi  tnd  fenren- 
cy.  Behold  ihe  woman  approaching  his  prefence,  bowing  be- 
fore hinii  paying  him  homage  and  profound  adoration,  ba- 
thed in  tears,  and  collefling  her  whole  foul  into  one  pathetic 

petition. 

*<Then  came  (he,  and  worfhipped  him>  laying.  Lord,  help 
«  me."     What  Chria  had  (aid,  put  to  filence  the  difciples, 
but  (he  continues  her  prayer,  and  applies  with  greater  impor- 
tunity ;  fhe  determines  that  if  fhe  perifli,  (he  will  perifh  at 
the  feet  of  Jefcs,  pleading  for  mercy,  with  herlaft  breath  pray- 
ing for  help.     Alas  !  what  now  is  the  confequence  ? — a  fur- 
ther and  feverer    repulfe.      He   turns  to  her,    and  would 
reafon  her  out  of   her  prayers  and  importunities,    points 
«ut  the  unfitnefs  of  her  requed,  with  the  twinging  addition  of 
a  rebuke  and  reproach.     "  But  he  anfwered  and  faid.  It  if 
«  not  meet  to  take  the  children's  bread  and  caft  it  to  dogs.* 
As  though  he  had  faid,  **  Woman,  your  defire  is  unreafona'* 
ble  and  unjutl  ;   I  came  to  be  a  minifter  of  the  circumcifioa 
and  my  favours  are  to  be  bread  to  the  children  of  Ifrael,  but 
you  arc  a  dog  of  the  Gentiles,  it  would  be  highly  improper  t# 
take  the  bread  of  children,  and  beftow  it  on  fuch   vile   crea- 
tures as  you  ;  you  arc  out  of  the  covenant,  out  of  the  pale  of 
the  church,  and  to  be  pafled  over  with  negle^  and  contempt.'* 
Here  was  an  anfwer  clouded   with  difcouragement  ;  its  ap- 
parent amount  was  an  abfolute  refufal.     And  not  only  dem* 
Cii,  but  alfo  reproached  with  the  degrading  epithet  of  a  dbg. 
What  h«art  could  bear,  what  fpirit  could  brook  fuch   treat- 
mt-nt  and  infjl:  as  this  ?  Not  to  be  attended  to,  nor  obferved  ; 
\n  be  toKi  h^  had  no  hufinefs  with  her  nation  5  that  *it  was  un- 
fit to  give  her  any  of  the  children's  bread  5  and  then  to  fub- 
join  reproaches  upon  her  charafter  as  too  bafe  and  ignoble^ 
fA  only  to  !;c  ranged  with  the  bafcll  of  the   animal   tribes* 
W^onld  not  any  ptrfon  pofleffed  of  a  foul  rife,  rcfent  and  re- 

■  

tort  tlic  injuy  ?  "  What  ?— Can  tl*is  be  the  Son  of  David  ? 
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Can  this  be  the  Savioar  of  the  world,  reputed  for  kindnefs^ 
mercy,  compafliony  goodrcfs  and  love  ?  No  :  he  is  not  the 
Chrifl,  but  feme   vile  impofter ;  I  have  been   deluded,  I  will 
go  no  more  after  him  j  I  will   feck  to   him,  I  will   pray   to 
him  no   more."     But,  how  widely  different  is   tlie   humble, 
believing  heart,  thai  loves  die  Lord  Jei'us.     In  Rieekncfs,    pa- 
tience and  humility,  it  readily  takes  all  in  good  part   as  ju{^ 
and  right.     She  feels  deferving  of  fuch  an  anfwer,   or  of  no 
notice.     In  righteoufnefs  Chriit  might  pafs  her  by,  a  wretched 
dog  and  worfe.     Yet  her  faith  will  uo£  part  fr  im^   objed. 
She  owns  all  to  be  reafonable,ju(l  and  true  ;  all  the   auftero 
ufage  which  (he  receives,  is  perfectly  right.     Yet  her  faith  i- 
fuchy  that  though  he  flay  her,  (l:e  will  trufl  in  him.     Nothing 
can  feparate  or  break  the  band  of  faith  ;  neither  death,  nor  life, 
nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  repulfes,  nor  denials,  nor 
reproaches.     Faith,  a  true  aiui  living  iaiiii  will  carry  the  foul 
through   all  oppofition.     The  more  difficulties.    difcourage> 
ments  and  trials  the  believing  chridian  meets  with,  the  more 
cameft  and  fervent  in  prayer  will  he  be.    He  will  wrclUc  with 
God  himfelf,  and  will  not  ceafe  the  druggie  until  he  prevail. 
He  will  argue  and  difpute  the  matter  even  with  ChrilU     And 
faith  will  furnifh  him  with  power>  dexterity  and  ikill,  in   tlte 
argument ;  he  will  overcome. 

Thus  this  Canaanitifh  believer  proceeds  to  anfwer  the 
Lord's  objedlions  againd  her.  She  begins  with  an  acknow- 
ledgement,  all  he  faid  was  true ;  <'  And  fhe  faid,  truth  Lord  ;" 
what  thou  fayed  is  perfectly  right ;  I  am  as  vile  and  unworthy 
as  a  dogy  I  am  worfe  than  brutilh,  I  dcferve  no  favour,  I  merit 
no  mercy  from  thy  hand.  Vet,  allow  me  in  deep  humility  to 
fay,  when  the  childieu  eat  their  bread  there  are  crumbs  falling 
from  tlie  table,  which  are  not  denied  to  the  dogs  that  lie  under 
St."  Behold,  the  importunity,  the  wifdom,  drength  and  beauty 
of  her  fiuth.  She  acknowledges  tliat  ihe  was  as  a  dog,  and  all 
(he  begged  was  only  the  favoursi  privileges  and  advantages  of 


that  animal.  **  Yet  the  dogs  cat  of  the  crumbs  wHch  fidi 
«  from  their  maftcr's  table."  As  if  {he  had  faid,  "O  Lord 
Jefus,  allow  me  to  receive  the  crumbs  which  the  children 
carelefsly  let  fall ;  there  is  enough  and  to  fpare  ;  let  me  par- 
take of  the  fc  raps  j  in  the  gicatnefs  of  thy  Bounty,  in  the- 
rich  profufion  of  thy  beneficence  and  grace,  fpare  me  this  one 
mercy,  grant  me  only  this  one  blcffing,  the  life  of  my  child* 
the  falvation  of  my  foul.  This  is  but  a  crumb  falling  from  the' 
wonders  of  ihy  love."  Wa*  there  ever  faith  like  this?  Was 
there  ever  patience,  humility,  j>crfeverence  and  duty  like  thi^ 
woman's.^ 

The  compaSionate  Redeemer  appears  now  no  longer  able 
to  contain  himfclf ;  he  feems  as  tho'  he  was  vanquiflied  and 
•vercome  ;  he  relinquifhos  the  contefl,  and  yields  the  viftory. 
Behold,  O  chriflians,  the  ftrength,  power,  and  conquering  Im. 
portunity  of  faith  !  See  the  frowns  fcattcred  from  the  Savi- 
our's brow,  the  loweiing  clouds  diflipated  from  his  r.u:<vf  In,, 
the  God  of  love,  grace  and  mercy  appeals  ;  hi-;  countenance 
gathers  its  wonted  fmiles.  V/ith  what  pFeafure  and  dch'ght 
does  he  look  upon  this  h»ppy  woman,  'Jio*  full  of  pain,  anxicty- 
and  fear,  and  floods ^of  tears  gufliiiig  from  her  eves,  and  per- 
haps, ftill  loc  king  for  a  more  cremenJous  fenter.oe  than  any 
(he  had  yet  heard  ;  he  addrciTes  her  in  ihc  foul  enrapturing 
language  of  praife  and  commendation.  /\nd  crnld  words 
more  tender,  friendly  and  compaffionate  flow  from  a  vSr.viour*$ 
lips  ?  "  Then  Jefus  anfwered  and  faid  unto  hrr,  O  woman 
"  great  is  thy  faiih ;  be  it  unto  ihee  even  ys  thou  wilt."  Her 
gXtatic  joy  now  exceeds  her  forrow.  Hciefofore  in  all  her 
difficulties  and  troubles,  fhe  retained  the  p-^-wcr  of  fpeech 
whether  (he  fainted  in  lapiures  we  are  rnt  informeed,  hut  Inn' 
guage  failed  her,  (he  fpeaks  no  mere.  Kc  wtui?  a?r  Idiher; 
her  heart  was  too  full  to  exprefs  her  gratiiiide.  T?>us  joy 
fometimes  is  more  overcoming  than  forrrv.  Tho' (Ijc  wa^ 
of  the  heathen  nations  of  Canaan,  yet  (he  approved  hcrfcff  a 
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Me''&agliter  of  I&aeli  who  like  a  prince  had  power  widi  Go! 
and  pKTwled.  Hitherto  Chrift  had  (hrouded  his  face,  aod 
treated  her  with  a  degree  of  roughneb,  but  now  h:  gather* 
faer  with  everlaiUng  kindnefi ;  be  ukei  her  in  the  armi  of  hii 
love,  fmiles  upon  her,  and  manifefti  bimfdf  her  beloTed  and 
ber  friend.  Few  can  read  the  hiftory  of  Joloph's  difcovering 
himfelf  to  his  brethren,  without  Ihedding  tears  at  thefe  woids. 
■'  I  am  Jofeph,  thy  brother,  come  near  unto  me."  What  are 
our  t'cetings  when  Chrift  ad«  tliis  precious  part  to  the  believ 
er,  faying,  "  I  am  Jefiu  thy  fa  iour,  thy  beloved,  thy  friend ; 
put  all  thy  confidence  in  me ;  place  all  thy  hopes  for  time  and 
eternity  upon  me."  Efpecially  whfn  he  adopts  the  language 
he  did  to  his  I'poufe :  "  Thou  art  all  fair,  my  love,  there  is  no 
"  Ipot  in  thee.  Come  with  me  from  Lebanon,  my  fpi-tLTet 
«  wiUi  me,  from  Lebanon;  look  from  the  top  of  Amana^ 
"  from  the  top  ('f  Shenir  and  Hermon."  Take  a  Pifgay  view 
of  the  promiled  land,  of  heaven  and  all  the  rich  and  fliinin; 
gloriei  thereof,  and  aU  this  is  yours  by  a  divine  covenant  of 
unchangeable  love. 

A  few  refledions  muft  conclude  tbele  pkafing  meditationi. 

Firft,  let  this  do^ne  encourage,  fupport  and  comfort  be- 
lievers, who  labour  under  many  troubles,  trials  and  perplex!- 
ties.  In  all  your,  difficulties  go  to  Jefus.  If  he  relieves  yoa 
not,  depart  not  from  him.  If  he  anfwers  you  not,  ceafe  not 
your  prayers  and  cries.  If  he  feems  to  wthdraw  from  yon, 
follow  after  him  with  greater  zeal  and  importunity.  This 
was  the  min  of  Saul  {  when  God  withdrew  from  him  and  an- 
iWered  him  not,  he  betooii  himfelf  to  a  wtich  and  to  Satan. 
When  Clirilt  replifs  to  you  as  being  unworthy,  as  being 
great  finneis,  as  being  exceedingly  bnitilh  in  his  fight,  own 
it,  and  fay,  truth  Lord ;  yet  plead  for  the  cmmbs  that  fall 
from  the  uble  of  his  grace,  which  he  grants  to  creatnrei  ai 
bafs  and  vnwordij  as  you. 


Seoondlys  let  dicfe  thing*  awadom  goiltj  finncn  to  flee 
to  the  Lord  Jcfus.  Ifyoo  hare  not  a  daughter  grieronilf 
Tezed  with  a  de?ilf  you  hare  worfe.  Your  fouls  are  poSefled 
JbyhiiDf  yoa  are  in  his  fnareSf  and  he  is  leadmgyou  on  to  etier. 
Aal  deftrudion.  You  are  all  polluted  and  undeaot  in  a  loft 
and  miicrable  condition*  Up>  cicape  for  your  lires  to  the 
xnounuins  of  (afety,  or  you  muft  perifli  with  Sodom  in  ever* 
lafting  flames. 

Tlurdlyy  let  thofe  who  have  defirei  to  draw  near  to  Chrift, 
to  hold  communion  with  him  and  obtain  bleflSngs  from  himy 
let  the  example  of  this  woman  of  great  faith  before  them. 
Addrefs  him  with  decency,  propriety  and  fortitude,  faying, 
have  mercy  on  us,  O  thou  fon  of  David.  Cry  after  him,  fidl 
down  before  him,  worfhip  him,  pour  out  your  whole  fouls  in 
this  folemn  and  all  comprehendve  petition,  **  Lord,  help  us.'* 
Remember  the  man  fick  of  the  palfy ;  when  he  could  get  accefs 
to  Chrift  no  other  way,  he  was  let  down  thro'  the  roof  of  the 
houfe.  Let  no  obdru^ion  impede  our  way  to  the  Saviour. 
Surmount  every  di£ficulty ;  caft  yourfclvcs  at  his  feet ;  lay 
hold  upon  him  ;  let  him  not  go  until  yon  obtain  a  blefling  to 
your  fouls,  until  you  obtain  the  bleffing  of  eternal  life. 


Fourthly,  a  few  words  to  thofe  who  entertain  the  profped 
of  Qtting  down  to  the  fupper  of  our  Lord,  fhall  clofe  the  fub- 
jc(5l.  Confider  your  wants,  and  look  to  Jefus  for  the  fupply 
of  them.  Do  you  want  the  healing  of  a  blind  mind,  or  a 
hard  heart?  Do  you  want  covering  to  your  naked  fouls? 
Chi  id  is  a  phyfician  all  fufficient  for  thefe  purpofes.  Take  no 
denial  from  him  ;  fill  your  mouths  with  arguments.  Tak^ 
refuge  in  his  tender  bofom ;  rcfign  yourfelvcs  to  him.  Re- 
ceive him  into  your  hearts,  and  rejoice  in  him.  Is  he  no^ 
*wcctly  whifpering  to  fomc  while  I  am  fpeaking,  ««  Rife  up 


*'  wtf  lovct  mj  ^r  one  tad  come  amf ,  For  to,  tlie  irintii^ 
**  ii  paft,  the  rain  i>  over  and  gone."  O  that  he  maj  laj-  to 
many  fooli  at  his  feai^  **  O  maa*  O'  woman*  great  u  th/ 
Aith." 
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SERMON    XXVIII. 


The  advantages i  and  fome  of  the  properties  of 

faith. 


Matt*  XTi  38.  Tben  Jrfus  anfwered  andfaii  unU  bcr,  0  njjcfjiuuts 

great  it  tby/aitb. 

WE  have  already  confidered  the  hidorj  of  this  remarkablf 
beUeving  woman  of  Canaan.  She  was  a^rfon  of  pre-eminent 
piety.  It  may  with  propriety  be  here  faid,  as  in  another  in- 
ftance  of  one  out  of  the  vifiblc  church,  to  wit,  Cornelius  a  Ro- 
man centurian  of  Cefaria>  **  Of  a  truths  God  is  no  refpeder 
*<  of  perfonsy  but  in  every  nation,  he  that  feareth  hiroy  and 
**  worketh  righteoufnefs  is  accepted  with  him."  AlSioagh 
our  Lord  fixed  upon  and  principally  praifed  and  recommended 
the  faith  of  this  excellent  woman,  yet  there  were  other  graces 
which  (hone  with  a  confpicuous  luflre  in  her  whole  conduA 
upon  this  occafion.  In  this  affair  fhe  exhibited  a  group  of 
the  mod  (hining  virtues  of  the  gofpel  ;  fuch  as  profound 
wifdom,  deep  humility,  genuine  meeknefs,  patience,  pcrfcvc- 
rance  in  prayer,  fortitude,  &c.  How  did  her  wifdom  appear 
in  the  whole  of  her  behaviour,  in  her  management  of  this 
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^iifr'j  Aechoifc'of  ber  vtordt  and  decencr  of  her  addrefG  ! 
XTliat  a  beauiirul  humility  attended  her  m  all  ber  deportment 
Ud  ackno»'l:Jgment  nf  her  unworchinefs  ?  Did  not  fweet 
meekneis  mar.ii'tH  itlelf,  witliout  an;  perturbation  of  fpirit  or 
mfile  of  temper  }  What  patience  did  ilie  eiercife  in  lier  fore> 
heavy  and  unloosed  for  trials  i  Not  a  hard  thonght  of  Jefus, 
ncuwiihftanding  the  aalleHty  of  his  treatment,  aro&  ia  ber 
heart  ;  not  a  murmuring  word  pafTed  from  her  lips.  How 
Iteady  was  her  perlcTerance  in  prayer  i  Her  wsrds  were  few, 
Wt  they  were  well  ordered.  Her  petitions  were  admirably 
pathetic ;  they  were  enforced  with  the  ftrongeft  arguments. 
Neither  frowns,  nor  denials,  nor  repulfes,  nor  reproaches, 
oonld  caufe  her  to  ceafe  from  ber  purpofe.  Her  perlisverance 
Under  the  mod  difcoutaging  clrcumftances  was  of  an  extrasr- 
dnary  natare. — How  aftonilhing  was  her  fortitude?  She  fear- 
ed not  i  her  heart  was  fixed  tniftiug  in  the  Lord.  No  dif- 
ficulliefi  bat  whalOie  uxiuld  encounter,  and  would  brave  every 
-danger,  ^be  was  in  all  refpcAs  an  admirable  perfon,  a  fupe- 
fior  (aint,  and  a  diflinguifted  believer.  Every  grace  and  eve- 
ry virtue,  feemed  to  poflefs  her  foul.  She  was  truly  full  of 
God.  Yet  among  all  thefe  eicellencies,  Chrift  chiefly  founds 
his  praife  and  recommendation  upon  her  grace  of  faith.  Other 
virtues  were  the  produflions  and  effeils  of  this.  There- 
fore we  conclude,  of  all  the  graces  of  the  fpirit,  faith  gives 
Ae  moft  honor  to  Chrift,  and  he  confers  the  highell  ho- 
nors upon  it. 

O  how  happy  (hocld  we  be,  my  brethren,  Were  We  all  in  the 
ftate  of  this  Canaaniiifh  woman  I  To  have  faith,  fuch  emi- 
nent faith  as  to  be  well  pleafing  to,  and  receive  the  approba- 
tion of  our  Lord.  Nothing  affords  greater  pleafure  to  the 
Saviour  of  the  world,  thin  the  faiih  of  his  people;  it  renders 
them  precious  to  him,  even  as  the  apple  of  his  eye.  He  re- 
joices over  them,  and  is  ready  to  fay,  "  Thou  haft  raviflied 
-  my  heart,  my  fift-r,  my  (poufe  ;  thou  haft  tavifhed  my  heart 
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<<with  ene  of  tbine  tyesi  with  one  chauh  oft^  titA*    ISom 
"  fiur  is  thy  love,  my  fitter,  my  fpoofc.^* 

Various  are  the  reafons  which  induce  Chrift  to  "be  charmeS 

jand  plcafed  with  the  faith  of  his  people.    Thotigh  they  may 

coilfider  themfelves  all  blacknefs  and  deformity,  and  viler 

than  the  bafeft  of  animals,  yet  in  the  view  of  Jefus,  they  ait 

comely,  beautiful  and  lovely.    Thfy  may  fey  with  the  fpoofe^ 

they  are  black  and  not  fit  to  be  looked  upon  ;  with  Job  the^" 

may  cry  out»  behold  we  are  vile  ;  with  the  Pfalmift,  they  ar^ 

more  bnitiifa  than  men,  aro  as  beafts  before  God  ;  witlrPauly. 

that  they  are  the  chief  of  fmners  ;  or  with  this  Canaanitifli 

woman,  they  are  as  dogi»  in  his  fight.     NotwithAanding  the* 

low  eftimation  in  which  ihey  hold  themfelves,  yet  in  the  eyei' 

of  Chrift,  they  are  all  amiable^  they  are  pleafantnefs  to  him  h 

they  coft  him  dear  and  he  fets  his  heart  upon  them.     He  ez» 

claims,  *^  Behold,  thou  art  fair,  my  love  ;  behold,  thou  ailti 

<^  fair  ;  thou  had  doves  eyes  within  thy  locks  ;  thou  art   beau^ 

«  tiful  as  Tirzah,  and    comely  as  Jerufalem.    The  king'si 

**  daughter  is  all  glorious  within  ;  her  doadiingis  of  wroughti 

**  gold,  and  he  greatly  dc fires  her  beauty." — Chrift  is   thus 

pleafed  with  the  graces  of  believers,  efpecially  with  the  grace 

of    faith  ;    becaufe    this   is    his    high  work,  on   which  he 

feems  to  place  a  greater  emphafis  than  any  other.     «  This  is 

<»  the  workof  God»  that  ye  believe  on  him  whom  he  ha& 

"  fent."     The  perlbns  to   whom   this  reply  was  made,  had 

enquired  what  they   (hould   do   to  work  the  works  of  God  • 

hence  they  src  here  informed  by  our  Lord  what  the  work  of 

God  is,  it  is  believing  on  Jefus,  whom  God  hath  fent  into  thfe 

world  to  he  the  Saviour  thereof.     It  is   alfo  cxprefsly  dccl*. 

red,   «  This  is  his  command,  that  we  (hould  believe  on  thfe 

«  name  of  his  Son   Jefus  Chrill."     There  are  many  com- 

iniindments,  but  this  is  comprehenfivc  of  all,   therefore  St. 

Paul,  vhcn  he  v.ould  give  a  fummary  of  the   whole  gofpel, 

lUUi  ':    "  The  h\v:  ot  faiUi.*'    Tois  is  one  icafon  why  Chiiit 
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-*fcd&r«  himf  elf  highly  phifed  with  Ae  faith  of  his  people, 
tecaufe  It  is  the  greac  precept  Qf  the  goff  el,  tliefum  of  all  that 
Ite  requires. 

Another  re^fon  ii,  becaufe  no  other  grace  *i  virtue  fo  high- 
Ij  honors,  magnifies  and  glorifies  Chnft  as  this.  Faith  emp- 
ties OS  of  ourfelves,  and  gives  all  the  honor  and  glory  of  our 
jalvation  to  him  ;  it  makes  ui  vile  and  unworthy  in  oar  ov-n 
eyes,  sod  e:»lts  him  to  be  all  in  all.  He  is  precious 
to  the  believer,  and  icfelf  is  called  precious  &itb.  Tl'.us  faith 
and  Cbrift  are  reciprocally  precious  to  each  other.  Jefus  U 
ready  lO  fay,  O  precious  faith  i  and  the  believer  lo  reply,  O 
precioui  Saviour  i  Faith  adhet  cs  to  him  through  every  obftruc- 
tion,  oppofition,  difcouragenient  and  difGculty,  and  Clirift 
praifes  it  faying,  0  man,  or  O  woman,  great  is  thy  faith. 
Faith  ^ys  none  but  Chnll ;  and  he  replies,  none  but  faith. 
••  Only  believe  and  thou  Ihalc  be  faved  ;  only  believe  and  thou 
*<  hall  eternal  life."  How  fliovld  this  engage  all  who  liave 
any  regard  to  tlieir  immortal  fouls,  to  believe  villi  their  whole 
hearts,  to  llir  up  their  faith,  to  abound  in  the  lively  e:cercifi:£ 
fif  this  grace  ;  herein  you  vill  be  pteaGng  to  Chrilt  and  ac- 
ceptable in  his  fight.  All  believers  muR,  futely,  fervently  de- 
£re  to  pleale  their  Lord.  The  thougiit  of  plcafi:ig  Jefus  af- 
fords the  fpoufe  iaelFable  delight,  «  while  the  ting  feiuth  at 
"  his  table,  my  fpikenard  fendeth  forili  the  fmcll  thereof." 
Tlie  prefence  of  Chiift,  and  tlic  cxcrcifes  of fuith  gave  her  fwcet 
contentment,  inward  triumph,  and  great  delight.  Would 
any  wiftito  aSbrd  pleal'ure  to  the  precious  Redeemer,  let 
them  Icam  the  art  of  believing,  and  live  in  the  lively  exerciies 
of  this  grace.  David  danced  before  the  ark  with  all  his  might, 
fo  let  your  faith  be  vigorous  and  adtivc.  Thus  you  will  give 
pleafure,  and  become  accepuble  to  Jefus,  who  fo  loved  you 
that  he  fhed  his  moll  precious  blood  for  you.  Herod  was 
highly  delighted  with  Herodias's  daughter,  « Infomu  ch  that 
"  he  fwarc  unto  her,  to  give  her  what  fhe  fliould  aik,  cvca  to 


*»  the  hftlf  of  his  kingdom.*'  He  mafes  a  mean  refervrof- tbr 
half  of  his  pitiful  kingdom.  But  u-hatfoever  you  (hall  aik  O  bc- 
Cevery  Chrill,  in  faithfulncfs  to  himfclf,  in  faithfalncfs  to  his 
word,  his  promifc  and  his  oath,  will  confer  upon  you,  not  the 
half,  but  the  whole  of  his  kingdom  ;  and  his  kingdom  isaglori*' 
ous  and  an  everlading  kingdom.  He  is  often  fweetly  addreflUhg 
the  believer,  as  king  Aha  uerus  did  his  queen,  on  the  day  that 
he  waited  upon  her  at  the  banquet  of  wine  ;  "  What  is  thy  pe- 
**  tition  queen  Edher,  and  it  (ball  be  granted  thee  ;  and  what 
"  is  thy  requert  and  it  (hall  be  performed,  even  to  the  half  of 

•*  my  kingdom  V*  This  encourages  the  trembling  believer  to 
table  her  addrefs  in  tlie  language  of  the  queen  ;  *'  If  I  have 

<'  found  favour  in  thy  fight,  O  king,  and' if  it  pTeafc  the  king, 
•*  let  my  life  be  given  me  at  my  petition,  and  tlic  (alvation  of 
•*  my  foul  at  my  req'ieft,  for  I  am  (old  by  lin,  to  be  dcliroyed» 
*'  to  be  (Iain  and  to  pcri(L" 

The  feeble  chriftian  is  here  ready  to  cry  out,  O  t^ai  T  had 
that  faith  which  is  well  pleafing  to  Cliriil  ;  and  alfo  alks,  how 
dall  I  adl  faith  {o  vigoroufly,  that  my  Lord  ard  my  Saviour 
may  be  delighted,  and  thai  I  may  obtain  his  apprwbaiinn  ?  In 
order  that  your  faith  may  become  accepiable  to  Chrift,  it 
muft  poflefs  the  foilowii*>g  properties  ;  it  mufl  be  exerted  in  a 
way  of  humiliation — acceptant:e — triumph — resignation — ho- 
mage—and apprc^priation. 

Firfl.  let  your  faith  exert  itfclf  in  a  way  cf  haniiliation,  or 
felf  emptincfs  and  fclf  abafemenr.  This  was  the  manner  of 
the  Centurion's  faith.  '<  Lord  I  am  not  worthy  thou  fhouldft 
*•  come  under  my  roof."  This  filled  Chrift  with  admiration 
and  pleafure,  and  drew  from  him  this  liigh  recommendation : 
*'  He  mai  veiled  and  faid  to  ihrm  that  followed,  verily  J  fay 
•'  unto  you,  I  have  not  found  ic  great  faith,  ro,  not  in  Ifrael." 
T^iis  was  the  way  in  which  the  faith  of  this  woman  of  Canaan 
became  fo  acceptable  to  the  Saviour.     Her  faith  reduced  her 


t»  bw>  hoauBated  her  ia  fuch  a  manner,  thaE  Qit  owned  (he 
poflefled  all  the  unworthinefs  of  a  dog,  one  of  the  baied  of 
animals.  Thus  faith,  in  proper  ezercife,  will  humble  the  IbiJ 
and  caufe  it  to  appear  nothittg,  n-^d  worfc  than  nothing.  We 
will  not  only  ccafe  from  fulf  admiration,  but  abhor  ooifelves 
and  repent  in  duft  and  allies.  Fa:di  fhcwi,  Chrift  in  all  hi* 
beauty,  fplendor  and  glory,  and  the  foul  beholJJDg  the  excel- 
lencies of  the  Saviour,  fees  nothing  in  icJclf  but  turpitude  and 
nnworthinei's.  While  in  ur.bslief  we  are  full  of  ourfelves,  and 
Ihinc  in  oar  own  ellecm  ;  but  ivhen  by  faith  we  behold  the 
tranfccadont  beauties  aud  glories  of  Immanuel,  then  we  lee 
ourfelves  in  fonie  in;:uJure  iis  we  are,  poor,  and  wietched,  and 
uabnl,  and  language  frills  in  the  ddcription  of  our  unworthi- 
neft.  Thus  rotten  wood  l!iin:s  in  the  daric  with  ailmircd  co. 
louTS,  but  when  day  returns  it  appears  as  it  is,  nothing  but 
rotccnnels  stad  unuluf.iliisfs.  'I'hus  when  the  fun  of  righteouf- 
neli.  arifes  to  the  eye  >if  faith,  the  foul  is  emptied  cf  itfelf,  of 
its  ptide,  vanity  and  feldihncf^.  Thcfc  arc  the  ciprcfTions  of 
faith  :  "  Lord,  I  ain  undotie,  but  in  thee  is  my  b'llp  found. 
I  fiiit,  I  perith,  I  am  loll,  i.ord  favc  me.  My  righteoufnefs 
is  tilihy  rags  my  beauty  deformity,  my  pedigree  is  bafcnefsi 
my  riches  poverty,  my  llreiigiii  weaknel's,  my  power  infirmity  : 
Lord,  there  are  riihes,  rij^htcoufucfs,  beauty,  ftrcngth  and 
power  with  thee,  every  ihin;^  adapted  to  my  fituation;  tl-.ere- 
fore  I  corns  unto  tlieo  jmor  ;i  ^d  blind,  and  deformed,  mifera- 
Me,  wretched  and  nitt-d."  Tht  beiievir.g  foul  rejefls  itfelf, 
l.ates  und  ubhoTsits  lint,  and  u  jlu  and  hopes,  loves  Azid  uu&s 
in  Chrilt  iiluiie. 

Secondly,  it  opuaiis  in  r.  vay  rif  Ecccptauce,  and  thus  It  ho. 
nois  God  and  is  approved  of  Jof.vs.  "  To  as  jnany  as  received 
..  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  liccome  ili-;  Ions  of  God,  even 
•'to  tlicm  thai  bslicve  in  lii^  name."  Fjiih  accepts  of  the  Lord 
J-fuj  Chrill  in  all  his  mediatorial  o-'Eies,  as  freely  propofed 
in  the  g'-fpel ;  wiili.ng  to  deny  himfclff  to  fuTer  with  him,  and 


l»  follow  him  that  he  may  dvdl  whb  himlbreviir.    TOcfint 

lakes  up  the  refolatioa  cfcleaTing  to  Jems,  as  Roth  to  Kaoni^ 
<*  Whftfaer  thca  gcvsfti  I  will  go  ;  where  tfaoa  lodgeft.  I  will 
^  lodge ;  thy  people  (hall  be  mj  people,  and  thf  God,  mj 
^  God."  In  this  tzuimer  hs  receives  Chrid  in  his  penbn,  par- 
dons promtfes,  and  graces  ;  in  his  hnmiliadon  and  exaltatioo* 
Accept  a  perfed,  a  whole  and  compleaL  Savio3i»and  70a  nr 
ceive  eternal  life. 


Thirdly,  the  perfon  who  would  belierc,  to  the 
oThis  heart,  mad  exalt  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  triumph  in  his  Sar 
▼iour.  Tbereis  afweetjoy,  and  holy  pleafure  attemliog  a> 
true  and  lirely  faith.  How  does  Su  Paul  in  exulting  lapcarm 
fay  ?  ^  Tfaaaks  be  to  GoJ,  that  giveth  ns  cauTe  always  to  tri- 
'*  umph  in  Chrift."  Can  there  be  a  greater  caufe  of  rejciciag 
than  to  have  fucb  a  friend  and  hulband  as  the  prince  of  lift. 
AH  who  believe  are  married  unto  Jefos,  that  wa&raifed  from 
the  dead,  that  they  may  bring  forth  fruits  unto  eternal  life  | 
and  he  is  a  friend  who  fticketh  cloler  than  a  brother.  The 
chriftian  then  may  uiumph  in  joy  with  the  fpoufe  and  fay, 

**  This  is  my  beloved,  and  this  is  my  friend,  O  daughters  of 
"  Jeruialem.'* 

Fourthly,  the  faith  of  that  perfon  who  peculiarly  pleafes 
Chrift,  rcfigns  itfelf  unrcfervedly  to  him.  Thus  between  C3irift 
and  the  bcHcvcr,  their  is  a  mutual  delivery  of  themfelves  to 
each  other.  As  faich  receives  Chriil,  fo  it  furrenders  all  to 
him.  ITe  gives  up  foul  and  body,  and  all  that  he  hath,  keep- 
ing back  DO  part  of  the  price.  He  feels  and  confiders  him- 
fdf  no  longer  his  own,  but  the   Lord's  who  bought  jiim* 

And  Chrid  makes  himfelf  wholly  over  to  the  believer.  AU 
tliat  he  hath  he  gives  unto  him,  his  perfon,  his  benefits^  his  me- 
rits, righteoufncfs,  and  all  his  iufinite  poflcifions.  Thus  he 
gives  liberally,  and  confers  upon  his  people  every  pofOble 
good.     How  rich,  how  digoifiedi  bow  glorious  are  the  fainu  i 


C3»n 

^Oar  ^ft'tadNl!,  ^  dung!  richly  to  cnjor.  Rencc  <rilli 
'ftoptielY,  they  mxy  be  coogracnlated  as  by  the  prophet 
Zfeeliariah  ;  "  Rejoice  greaity,  O  daughter  (tf  Ziooi  fliont, 
-•O  daughter!  of  Jeiu&leni,  heboid,  thy  Iciag  Cometh  amo 
'**theet  he  ii  joft  andhavmglalntion." 

Tifihly»  anoder  property  of  laith  is,  to  difplay  itlclf  in  the 
moA  profound  homage  and  adoration.  All  caft  their  crowns 
at  die  feet  of  JefnS)  and  they  ecalt  turn  to  the  throne  of  hit 
glory  and  eiccltciKy.  **  The  four  and  twenty  elders  fall 
'•«  down  before  him  that  fat  on  the  dirone,  and  worfhtp  hini 
**  that  Uveth  fbrerer  and  everi  and  caft  their  crowiu  before  the 
"throng  faying,  thou  art  worthy*  OLord,  to  receive  g}ovy» 
*■  iind  honor,  and  power,  for  tlion  haft  created  all  thingi,  anf 
"for  thy pleafuretheyaRandverecreated.  Every creatare 
"  which  is  in  heaven  and  in  earth,  heard  I,  fayb^  bleiEng 
*'  and  honor  and  glory  and  power  be  unto  him  that  littetb 
"upon  the  throne,  and  onto  the  lamb  forever  and  ever. 
**  Thos  at  the  name  of  JeAu  every  knee  fliall  bow."  All  in 
heaven  and  in  earth,  proftratc  themfclvei  in  the  deepeft  ado- 
ittlion  before  him.  The  wi&  men,  who  came  from  the  eaft, 
worlhipped  the  infant  Jefos  in  the  manger  ;  all  his  difciplea 
worftip  him.  Itii  the  duty  of  the  whole  eanb  to  call  on  his 
name.  It  ii  dr£&cult  to  conceive  how  they  can  be  chriftiant^ 
who  tcfole  ts  honor  the  Son  as  they  honor  the  Fatlier.  True 
faith  always  pays  the  moft  exalted  worfliip  to  him>  He  is 
tberefoie  ever  pleafed  and  ticlighted  therewith. 

LalUy,  that  faith,  which  is  acceptaMa  unto  Chrift,  and  ac- 
quires the  praile  id  our  text,  *■  O  great  is  thy  faith,"  mnft 
vigoronfly  aA  !n  a  way  of  appro[wiation.  Faith  is  not  mere 
ly  to  operate  in  the  form  of  affiance,  truft,  reliance,  leaniitg 
mnd  comnuiting  itftlfto  him  ;  but  in  a  dired  and  reflex  maA- 
ncT  combined,  it  b  to  aA  in  the  way  of  afTurance.  Tliui 
wien  the  clouds  wcr  difTipaied  from  the  mind  of  an  unbe. 


lievxBg  ThoiiiaSj  and  his  faith  aroufed  into  proper  tt€rtiik^" 
be  appropriates  Chrift  to  hixnfcif ;  he  not  only  confefles,  it  is 
the  Lord,  but  cries  out,  "  My  Lord,  and  my  God.'*  A  lively 
laith,  under  the  exercife  of  fpiritual  rcEe^ions,  claims  Jefus  as 
its  own  property,  affuring  the  believer  that  he  is  in  a  ftatc  of 
grace,  that  Chrill  is  his,  and  all  his  benefits  are  his.  Thcfc 
reflex  adls  from  whence  appropriation  ftridly  takes  its  origin^ 
never  have  any  true  exiftence  but  by  aiNd  with  dirt  A  ads  of 
believing.  Where  there  are  no  dircd  ads  of  faith,  tliere  can 
be  no  gratious  aflbr^nce,  or  fcriptural  and  comfortable  fktifliic* 
tion  in  the  fouL  The  former  r  ay  and  often  does  ezift  without 
the  latter,  but  the  latt'-r  !  ever  vithont  the  former.  As  well 
might  we  fpeak  ot  aiiurance  without  exercifes  of  ^ith,  as  of  be- 
lieving without  evidence.  £ut  a/Turance  is  the  duty  of  chrilUans 
to  acquire  as  well  as  faith-  Without  the  latter  he  cannot  be  &r 
ved,  fo  without  tbe  former  he  cannot  be  comfortable.  Henee 
it  is  the  duty  of  all  believers — it  is  the  only  way  to  peace  and 
confolation  of  foul,  to  be  appropriating  Chrift  as  their  own» 
often  thinking  and  often  fptaking  cf  him  as  theirs.  They 
ihould  often  be  icfltding  tipcn  his  beauties  and  glories,  riches 
and  grace  ;  making  an  appropriating  application  thereof  to 
thenifelves  ;  "  This  is  my  beloved,  this  is  my  fiiend  ;  this  is 
my  Saviour  and  my  God."  This  would  caufe  the  foul  to 
cleave  clofely  to  Chi  ill,  to  w.ilk  in  the  light  of  his  conntenknce, 
and  would  fill  it  with  ccnrolatidn,  joy  and  peace  in  believing. 
Thus  he  would  go  on  his  hcavtrly  courfc  rejoicing,  and  re- 
ceive the  approbation  cf  his  Lord,  faying  to,  and  praifing  him» 
*•  Great  is  thy  faith." 

An  inference  or  two»  and  a  iingb  admonition,  fhall  finifli 
this  difcourfc. 

FIrft,  we  infer  from  tliis  dodrine,  that  faith  is  of  an  holy 
nature.  There  arc  kinds  cf  faith,  which  have  no  holinefs  in 
them,  but  not  10  with  that  faith  which   unites  to  Chrifl  and 


JcoBnefta  xbt  foul  with  falvation.  As  hoUnrls  » iu  tiatufr*  d 
itt  excrcUeiandoperatiDiia  LavexAiniKfjiQg  vinue  amd  qnali* 
tjiaibem.  It  rsndcrs  the  creature  in  fame  mraJure  holy  in 
beatt  aid  life.  If  without  hoiincfii  no  man  can  fee  tbe  Lord,  fo 
without  thisfaidi,  which  emineutlj'  dwelt  in  this  woman,  no 
one  can  be  holy.  Where  this  faith  tivet  and  reigns,  it  pnri. 
fies  the  heart  Irom  ungodlinefs,  and  worldly  lufts  ;  it  £ind!fieS 
the  converfation,  and'elevatcsihe  foulfrom  terrene  things  to 
God.  It-poHeHes  a  transforming  power,  fprktklei  the  con- 
Ccience  jrom  dead  works,  aQimi1ates<tbe  fcnl  to  holy  angels, 
transrorms  it  into  tlie  likeneft  of  God,  and  fits  it  for  the  hali- 
tations  of  the  blefled. 

Secondly,  we  infer  ^at  faith  Ss  the  ground  of  all  commani- 
on  with  God  and  Jefas  Chrift.  Without  thii  grace,  no 
fellowfhip  with  the  Father  or  with  the  Son  ;  no  converfe  with 
heaven,  no  fpiriiual  mindednefs,  nor  holy  living.  Where  faitli 
is,  it  caufes  believers  •*  To  cry  with  their  voice,  even  unto 
God  with  their  voicei  and  he  hears  tlieir  cry,  and  boweth  bis 
heavens  and  cometb  down."  And  St.  Paul  fpeaking  of  him- 
felf  and  other  believers,  fays,  **  Our  convcrfation  is  in  h»a- 
"  ven,  from  whence  alio  we  look  for  the  Saviour,  the  Lord 
"JefmChrift."  Let  us  aJl  be  exhorted  firmly  to  believe, 
and  to  look  well  to  the  nature,  propenies  and  fruits  of  our 
faith.  I>  it  cleanlinginitsnature,  fanfUfyingin  i;i  cperatiins, 
and  purifying  in  its  elFe^'ls  ?  Does  it  clcanfc  firm  all  tilthlnefs 
of  flelh  and  fpii  it,  purify  the  heart,  work  bv  love  and  over- 
cone  the  world  ! 

A  word  of  admonition  (hall  clofe  ihe  fubjtfl, 

I^t  us  all  be  adntomOiedtobelitve.andtofee  that  our  fiiih 
be  ftrong,  lively  and  vigorous.  Let  us  beware  of  a  dt;id 
faith,  which  is  alone,  and  unaccompanied  wiili  godly  liviug, 
nnd  the  &uits  of  righieoufneft.     Let  our  faii  be  fuch  as  wiu 


.• 


be  pleafing  to  Chtift,'  and  hfurt  his  prsaCe  arid  dt^e  mbom- 
mendation.  Remember  that  faith  is  a  principle  of  righteouf- 
nefs  ;  let  it  admonifh  us  then  to  become  rich  in  good  works. 
Let  us  beware  of  a  miftaken^  felfifli,  deluHve  and  fruitlef^ 
faitht  and  be  careful  to  obtain,  polTefs  and  cultivate  tliat  faiths 
which  is  the  gift  of  God,  which  all  the  faints  enjoy,  and  thofe 
now  around  the  throne  of  God  once  exercifed  upon  earth» 
who  by  this  gracet  **  Wafhed  their  robes  and  made  them 
**  white  in  the  blood  of  the  lamb."  ^  Seeing  we  are  compafTed 
aboot  with  fb  great  a  cloud  of  witnefTes  in  heaven  and  in  earth» 
<*  Let  us  lay  afide  every  weight,  and  tke  fm  which  doth  fo 
*'  eafily  befet  us,  and  let  us  run  with  patience  the  race  which 
"  is  fet  before  us,  looking  mito  Jefus,  the  author  and  finiiher 
<*  of  our  faith,  who  for  the  joy  tliat  was  fet  before  him,  endu- 
"  red  the  crofs,  defpifmg  the  ihame,  and  is  fet  dov?n  at  the 
"  right  hand  of  tlic  throne  of  God.'* 


jwwwywff**TP*?*'"PBy 


SERMON    XXIX: 


Tlic  way  offdvation  cqfy. 


1  John>  I.  9*     If  ivc  coufefs  our  Jins^  he  is  faithful  and  jnfi  to 

forgive  us  ourfim* 


THAT  there  is  fome  mifunderftanding  between, God  and 
usy  is  no  more  to  be  difputed  than  tlie  operation  of  our  own 
minds ;  if  the  (late  and  temper  thereof  can  be  determined  from 
the  inward  thoughts  and  outward  adlions*     If  when  fentiments 
and  conduifl  hav:  an  immediate  relation  to  any  particular  be- 
ing, and  it  is  poflible  to  determine  the  (late  and  temper  of  the 
mind  wiih  regard  to  that  being,  then  it  is  certain  that  the  tem- 
per of  our  minds,  with  refped  to  God,  is  fuch  as  un^piiabll^  -^^ . 
fpeaks  the  want  of  friend(Lip  rmd  regard.     Let  us  examiiie  th«<i^   ' 
fenfe  of  our  fouls  in  regard  to  God ;  let  us  confider  it  from 
the  beginnin^<;«  from  the  very  firft  exercifcs  of  thought  and 
refiedlion  ;  do  not  we  (ind  upon  a  free  recollect  ion  of  ourfelves 
in  diis  particular,  that  from  the  earlieft  apprehenfions  we  had' 
of  the  divine  being,  we  po(re(rcd  a  negligence  of  fpirit  towards 
him,  a  negligence  toO|  not  arifnig  from  incapacity  and  tender 


i  3^1 

nefi  of  age»  the  mind  not  ftt  bemg  capable  rf  lore^  dtBgKt, 

joy  and  complacency  ;  it  has  not  arifcn  from  hence»  bccasfe- 
^h-ith  regard  to  ochsr  objeds  we  have  felt  from  early  life  the 
quicked  touches  of  thcfr  feveral  paffions.     This  is  not  impu- 
table to  the  weakncG  of  our  youtliful  underftandingi  as  inca- 
pa.blc  of  comprehending  fo  much  of  a  fpiritual  and  mvifible 
beingf  as  in  reafon  is  neceflary  to  beget  efteem  and  afiedioa  s 
an  indifference  of  iliis  kind  mud  be  quite  innocent*  a  natural, 
not  a  moral  imperfev^ioo.     In  this  cafe  the  indifferency  would 
vrear  off  as  the  peribn  enercafed  in  knowledge  and  under  11  and- 
ing.    Were  it  a  natural  imperfeOiim  it  would  decxeafe  as  the 
perfon  arrived  at  ripcnels  and  ptrfe^ion  of  parts  and   powers» 
As  they  grew  more  acq>iaiuted  widi  God  by   means   of  his 
works  ;  received  more   idc:is  of  him,  wiiiih  were  dilt-'nc'l  2nd 
determinate,  cfpecially  when  inftru^ted  in  tlieir  obligations  to 
God  and  relation  to  him;  how   lie  is   infinitely  j;lorious    in 
himiclf,  the  auilior  of  dieir  exliience,  th-ir  prjfcrver  and  bcne- 
faftor,  and  the  fountain  of  all  their  bltlHri^s.     No?.-,  is   tin's 
the  fafl  ?     No — alas!  pcrfedly  ihc  revcnc.     This  ne^'rlircnce 
of  God  is  fo  far  from  dccrcafin^  a>   our   iiiijrrllandintjs  and 
Irnowicdgeoflitrn  cncrcau:,  ihatic   grows  iii:o  i'xliig,  oihif- 
f:^^:icn    an  J   l-:ntlbic    ill-v.iil.     It  giows   v*'\:],  cnr   cfrowth, 
i^rcng:hens  wiih  our  llrcr.gdu     If  we  examine  the  r,.*nfe  of  our 
hr;ir:>  in  the   advanced  Oages  of  Hfv.*,  whils   d^ftirute  c»f  le- 
Htwiug  grace,  we  do  not  fo   much  as  v.Ilh  to    mti'titt*:    upon 
him  :   God  iu  not  in  all  oar  thouj^hrs.     A«  ve    pai's  iiom  one 
It.igc  to  anoihcr,  ripen  from  clr'.chooJ    U)  yoi.:il.,  .ir.d  from 
dicace  to  niaUrc  years,  w;r  becjr.io  ir.orc  ;;fj;liij-::i  of  heaven, 
cf  religion,  Jcfus  Ciiiisi,  and  xlu  WiIvzuc-a  o:  our   nuls.     Oj;r 
i.r.dcrrLauJings  urc  not  improved  to  kr.f  w  :he  cii'v  living,  and 
t-ue  God,  and  his  only  begotten  Son,  ai:d    the    txe:c:!:s   and 
d'lTicsofpi;?:)-,  I'lK  pro:1i;i:tcd  to  the  lbb:ei'vi*ncy  a:.d  fviivicc  of 
elvers  lulls  and  pleoAires.  IniicaJ  of  employinc:  cur  powers  to 
qualiiy  us  10  pro2i:o:c  tl;e  glory  of  God  and  the  puLiij   i;(»i  d  of 
TiU'ckiiid,   v».  i-^'y  t^"-:  them  for  our  own  accompUiL:!;.:*:  to 
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mxtesfi^reut  the  world)  toeDJoyonrpIeafure,  and  to  oitaxa 
richd  and  honor,  altogether  inattentive  to,  and  regardlefs  how 
it  will  £ire  with  us  in  a  future  (iMe.  And  ^en  men  have  be- 
comeold  and  grej-headed  in  ftn,  and  difgufted  at,  and  fur- 
fdted  with  the  world,  do  their  hearts  and  aSedions  turn  to 
God,  and  a  preparation  for  eternity  i  Quite  otherwtfe.  The 
older  (inner*  grow  ihey  become  more  earthly,  carnal,  ftapid 
uid  fecure.  Many  who  wefe  thoughtful,  and  paid  fome  at- 
tention to  religious  coocercs  in  their  youth,  have  entirely  dropt 
ail  thcfe  matters  in  advanced  age.  The  inclination  to  ferve 
God,  and  engage  heartily  in  the  interefts  of  religion,  are  van- 
ilhcd  and  gone.  Orif  at  times  certain  occurrences  ia  provi- 
dence force  fome  reflcAioni  upon  them  rcfnc^ing  thttr  fouU 
and  futurity  i  they  are  compelled  to  think  of  God  and  are 
troubled ;  there  is  aa  uneafineff  awakened  at  ibc  remerabrance 
of  his  name.  They  feel  no  comfort  or  bappinefsi  till  they 
get  back  to  their  former  inconfideration  and  careleltaefk 
C^innot  fome  remember,  when  it  wm  painful  tu  think  uf  Godi 
his  perfections,  his  law  and  his  gufpel  ;  his  government  and 
dominion  over  them  i  to  think  of  their  fms  and  their  eipojed- 
nefs  to  divine  wrath  ?  Any  fubj^jts  were  more  entertaining  l» 
tlicm  tlian  th^fe.  To  have  their  meditations  ran  upon  amufe- 
ments  diverlians  and  buTmefs,  and  the  things  of  the  world  were 
greatly  pr':fcrable  and  mnie  pleafaat.  In  the  midil  of.the hurry 
andd^ligliti  offenfe.howhas  afiogte  thought  of  God,  that 
his  eye  it  upon  uei,  ar.d  w:  niuli  give  an  account,  ia  a  moment 
dailieJ  th:  cup  of  our  pkafurei  wich  g:i!l  and 'jrormvrood  ? 
\Vc  could  have  no  fatisf^^^ion  or  felf  enjoyment  while  the  difi- 
f;rccdble  idei  cnntiuue.l.  \\'ere  we  not,  and  are  not  fame  of 
u!>in  ti.if  iiif.'rTibly,  lUIIfcniiblccfa  certain  jealoufy  and  fni'- 
picion  ill'  GoJ,  due  be  ii  a  maKcr  and  an  aufterc  being,  defli- 
cucco!  Ui'jieexc.-llencicshe  is  r.;prerented  to  palTefs  for  con- 
ferring LaiipiiiLis  0:1  his  crcatuics  i  Is  it  nut  ablblut^ly  certain 
that  fome  never  mote  pirfifily  enjoy  ihemfelves,  than  when 
tbc  t!iou}jliLi  oi  God  ar::  laoii  di.^.mt  ffum  their  minis  !  Th.it 
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dieir  mod  agreeable  moments  are  fuch  which  are  fiee  From 
all  interruption  from  an]r  confideration  of  God  and  religioDp^ 
How  happy  do  nambers  feel  in  having  no  ferious  thoughts  at 
all ;  no  difagreeable  checks  ariftng  from  apprehenfions  of  the 
divine  cxillencet  infpe^ion,  or  his  hatred  of  fin  aod  iniquity?'' 
Thefe  fadh  fufficiently  prove  a  breach  of  friendfliip  betweca 
God  and  his  creatures;  and  the  daily  experience  crf'them 
abundantly  prove  that  this  breach  has  never  been  made  up» 
that  the  unhappy  difference  ftill  ezifts. 

And  are  not  fome  of  you,  my  hearers^  fully  aflfured  that 
the  above  account  is  a  true  defcription  of  your  cafe  ?-— and  now 
I  would  afk  you  in  the  name  of  God,  is  it  your  purpofetD 
fupport  the  diffcrence>  maintain  the  dirpute>  and  (land  by  the 
confequenccs  ?  I  hope  not.  What,  contend  with  the  Al- 
mighty !  Is  your  arm  Wronger  than  his  ?  Let  the  pot- 
[herds  drive  with  the  potfberds  of  the  earth,  but  woe  unto  him 
that  ftriveth  with  his  maker.  '*  If  thou  had  run  with  the  foot* 
•*  men,  and  they  have  wearied  thee,  what  wilt  thou  do  in  the 
*•  fwcllings  of  Jordan  ?"  Can  a  weak  and  defcncelefs  (inner 
contend  with  tlic  God  of  the  armies  of  Ifracl  ?  He  can  crufh 
you  to  pieces,  can  mufter  a  myiiaJ  of  angels  agatnft  you,  and 
the  prcudoR  (inner  is  not  an  equal  combatant  for  the  meaned 
attendant  at  his  court.  Or,  what  is  a  tliought  of  greater 
honor,  he  can  in  a  moment  facrifice  you  to  ihe  malice  and 
rrutliy  of  d-vvils.  li  i^  eaGer  for  him  to  turn  you  and  all 
the  wicked  of  the  cartri  into  hell,  with  all  the  naiions  tliat  forget 
him,  than  for  you  to  lift  your  band. 

Is  ii  not  reaibnabU  ;hen  that  fuch  perf^ns  (hould  be  anxi- 
oufly  coiitcineJ  to  have  the  breach  heal<;d  and  th : 'differenc* 
accommod.iteJ  ?  Are  any  ready  to  make  the  enquiry  how  tliis 
may  be  done?  Is  God  willing  to  be  reconcHcd  to  his  guilty 
creatures,  enter  into  fiiendrhip,  be  at  peace,  and  admit  them 
to  his  favor  and  to  bappinefs  ?  Yes.  This  is  the  meilage  which 
he  haih  fent  and  proclaimed  unto  us  in  the  gofpel.     "  Th:*: 
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"he  ii  in  Chrill  recontiliag  tlic  worM  unto  himfelf,  not  imps* 
"  ting  their  iniquities  unto  them.  And  the  Uood  of  Jefoa 
••  Chriftt  his  fon,  cleanfeth  us  from  all  fin."  You  aie  net  i© 
conceive  this  to  be  a  gcocTal  indemnity  procured  li;  ihe  San- 
our,  without  any  thing  wrought  in  you  or  done  by  yon )  that 
yoo  arc  now  fecure  of  peace  and  puxlon,  and  need  not  conten 
Toarftlvcf  anyftrther.  Remember,  notwith Handing  all  that 
God  has  declared  and  Chrilt  h  at  done,  all  finncrs  are  not  par- 
doned; Tome  perilh  in  their  lina  asdfuSer  the  pains  of  heil 
forever.  Tor  tho'  the  death  of  Jefu^  be  an  infinitely  ftiflicient 
Tanfom  for  all,  yet  it  doth  not  operate  like  a  charm,  nor  do  the 
effedsof  it  defcend  upon  as  by  a  natnral  necedity,  ns  the  ray» 
of  light  from  the  fun;  but  fomething  is  required  rfiisas 
rational  creataret,  at  belicTers,  in  order  to  the  forgivenefs  nf 
our  iniijuiue^  namely,  that  we  coofefs  them.  This  is  the  mcf- 
-bgt  of  heaven  fent  unto  ni  in  the  text.  "  If  we  confefs  our 
*'  Cias,  he  is  faithful  and  jufl  to  forgive  us  our  fiDS."  The 
fenfe  hereof  is  plain  and  obvious  ;  there  is  no  necefliiy  of  any 
accurate  invelligatian  or  laboured  attention,  to  determine  its 
meaning.  And  as  nothing  is  defigned  from  it,  but  what  is  cf 
the  moft  familiar  and  praflical  nature,  therefore  ihe  fen- foU 
lowing  oblervatiOBS  upon  this  fubjeft  fliall  fuffite  for  tlie 
prcfenc 

Tirll,  tliat  the  confeflion  of  our  fins  is  abfolutely  required 
from  us  in  order  to  forgivenefs  and  f^lvatinn.  This  is  fo  of- 
ten  declared,  and  plainly  infilled  upon,  the  facred  oracles,  that 
none  who  liavc  read  them  can  be  at  any  lof'<i  to  be  altured  that 
this  is  the  fettled  conllitution  of  God,  whlci)  he  inviolably  cb- 
feives,  and  to  which  he  will  immutably  aclhire.  He  has  affir- 
med to  us  in  the  mod  pofitive  terms,  "  that  be  who  confelTtth 
**  and  forfaketh  his  fins  fiiall  find  mercy,  but  he  that  covercih 
*'  tbcm  (hall  not  profper."  That  is,  without  confclTion  there 
ii  no  encouragement  to  expefl  the  pardon  of  litem  either  from 
leaTon  or  levelaiion.     Reafon  and  revelation  unite  to  fupport 


ihis  order  of  things,  and  the  propriety  of  this  admintftratiolK 
ConfefEon  muft  be  previous  to  remiflion.  It  u-ould  be  unfit  m 
the  nature  of  things,  it  ihould  be  otherwife.  To  fuppofe  the 
^ifed  of  beings  (hoald  pardon  the  greatefl  of  offences  without 
any  acknovrledgment  from  the  o£Fender  of  his  crime,  it  would 
wear  the  complexion  of  connivance  rather  than  pardon.  Such 
aln  adminiftration  would  be  of  ill  tendency,  encourage  traof- 
greflion,  and  bring  fuch  government  into  contempt.  Surely 
iuch  connivance,  weaknefs,  and  want  of  wifdom,  cannot  be 
attributed  to  the  Supreme  Governor  of  the  univerf*,  who  al- 
ways ads  agreeably  to  the  eternal  fitnefs  of  things.  Efpecially 
as  hereby  the  freedom  and  fovereignty  of  his  gnue,  would  be 
totally  eclipfcd. 

Secondly,  it  cannot  be  imagined  that  the  confeffion  reqnirtd 
is  in  any  fort  a  mere  dull,  cold,  and  formal  acknowledgment  | 
a  general,  fcnfelefs  and  unfeeling  profeifion  that  we  arefimsen. 
A  genuine  confeffion  proceeds  firom  fincerc  fentiments  of  heart. 
It  is  rot  an  acknowledgment  of  the  h'ps  without  a  correfpendent 
fsnfe  of  fm  in  the  foul.     It  mud  be  a  confeffion,  not  for  mere 
form's  fake,  but  fuch  as  will  enfure  the  purpofe  for  which  it 
was  intended.     For  this  end  it  muft  be  pcrfonal  and  particular, 
univerfid  and  perpetual.     A  general  and  fupcrficial  acknov^« 
ledgment  will  not  anfwer ;  but  it  mufl  be  diftind  and  flow 
from  a  particular  fcnfe  a  perfom  has  of  his  cwto  vilenefs,  of  the 
number,  aggravation  and  demerit  of  his  iniquities.     David 
makes  a  genuine  confeffion  of  fin,  when  he  fays,  "  Againft  thee, 
"  thee  only  have  1  fmned,  and  in  thy  fight  have  I  done   evil.'* 
It  muft  be  univerfal,  that  is  of  all  (in  without  partiality  or  ex. 
cepdon.     It  muft  not  be  fuch  a  prayer  and  fuch  a  confeffion 
as  ihc  Syrian  nobleman  made,  vhen  he  acknowledged  and  wai 
ready  to  relinquifh  all  fin  except  one,  for  which  ,he  defired  par- 
don while  he  might  be  allowed  the  indulgence  of  it.     In  thii 
"  thing  the  Lord  pardon  thy  fcrvant,  that  whtn  my  mafter 


^'  goeth  into  the  Iioufe  of  Rinimon.  to  wotfliip  there  ;  and  he 
"**  Icaneth  on  my  han J,  and  I  bow  myfclf  in  the  houfe  of  Rim- 
**  mon  ;  when  I  bow  down  myfelf  in  the  houfe  of  Rimxnont 
■••  the  Lord  pardon  thy  fervanc  in  this  thing."  How  xnanj 
are  willing  lo  cunfefs  like  Naaman,  with  the  exemption  of  a 
few  (ins,  which  tliey  deem  neceflary  for  tlieir  livelikoody  their 
iutered  or  their  honor  ?  A  confeOion  which  entities  to  pardon 
from  God,  mni^  not  only  be  uaiverfal,  but  alfo  perpetual ;  as 
we  are  daily  encompaiTcd  witli  fms  and  infirm! tiesy  we  (hould 

■daily  confefs  themt  and  daily  spply  to  that  blood  which  clean- 
■feth  from  all  iniquity. 

Thirdly,  when  God  is  faxd  to  he  faithful  and  jaft  to  forgive 
tis  our  fins  upon  the  confeflicn  of  them,  this  obligation  is  not 
to  be  underilood  as  if  it  were  founded  in  the  confefiion  ;  as 
though  confeilion  itfelf  obliged  God  to  forgive.     This  would 
be  faying,  a  mere  confefTion  is  obligatory  upon  God  to  requite 
it  with  rcmifJion  ;  that  he  has  no  riglit  to  dory  one   who  de- 
ferves  it  fo  well^  tiiat  he  will  be  falihfui  andjuft  to  the  mf- 
Tits  and  virtue  of  luch  a  confctCon,  and  recompenfe  it  fuitably 
to  the  worth  and  value  of  fuch  an  ackno\vlcd;;ment.     This 
would  not  only  fnp  the  foundation  of  the  gofpel,  dcmollfh  the 
covenant  of  grace,  but  contradift  the  nature  of  things.     He 
muft  have  an  unconfcionable  opinion  of  the  high  value   anil 
merit  of  his  confefiion,  who  would  dare  to  bring  fi:  ward  fuch 
a  claim.     This  would  be  a  daring  infult  in  w  ciri!::;',  to  ofFer 
to  any  human  government.     Would  it  be   unju'l  i:i  a  civil 
magi'Aratc  to  punifti  a  murderer   becaufe  Jic  plead  guilty,  and 
coni'cffcd  the  hO.  ? — Surely  not.     The  flate  (»f  things  is  the 
fam^»  in  either  ciifc.     From  lience  it  appears  there  is  no   ccr. 
necti on  between  cnnfcflion  and  remilfioo,  only  what  the  grace 
and  good  pleafare  of  God  has  formed  and  eilaMilhcd.     AVhere- 
forz  tlic  faith  and  jullice  of  God  here  mentioned,  muft  be  undcr- 
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flood  iarekilon  tohii  owo  promifc  and  declaration,  thatfe. 
fencing  dinners  iliall  find  meicy..  Our  confeflion  can  have  no 
manner  ofcaulal  or  meritoiicus  influence  upon  our  remiflion* 
■l^either  faith  nor  repentance  can  in  the  lead  degree  merit 
pardon  and  lalvation  ;  thcfe  are  granted  to  rhe  1>e1ieviag  pen!* 
tenCyfolelyin  confequcnce  ofthe  atonement  of  Chrift.  It  is 
true  theyaro  infcparable  from  eternal  life.  Pardon  cannot 
come  ihta  exigence  without  them,  yet  where  they  cxift,  itcer* 
tainly  follows,  Tiirfe  graces  kre  the  gift  of  God,  and  im- 
pknted  in  the  heiutby  the  Holy  Spirit.  Forgiverrfi  ef  fiii» 
with  all  other  fpiriiual  bleilings,  Ho^s  freely  fr^m  God,  and 

yet  they  attibeAowcd  on  the  finncr  for  the  merits  of  Chrift 
alone.  Chrift  has  purchal'ed  all  that  is  prereqnifite,  or  con- 
tained in  the  term  faUation,  dnd  has  giTCD' an  adequate  vahui- 
tion  therefor,  yet  from  the  covenant  of  grace  and  the  promifi^ 
God  has  pkdged  htmfelf  to  grant  remiil^on  of  fins  upon  con- 
feflion of  them.  Thus  from  the  eondltation  of  facing  finners 
in  the  gofpel,  however  infinitely  unworthy  the  (inner  is  in  bim- 
ielf,  and  all  he  can  poifibly  do,  yet  if  he  confelTes  his  faults^  as 
God  is  faithful  to  his  prrmires,  juft  to  Jefus  Chrift  and  to  all 
his  perfcclions,  he  furely  obtains  fnrgivenefs.  If  it  were  not 
ttbhor.-cntto  make  the  fuppollilon,  God  would  be  neither  faith*> 
fal  norjuft  in  refufing  pardon  to  the  tranfgrcffor  whoconfcfltd 
-  his  offences,  yet  n»rgivcncfs  to  tlie  finner  in  ufpc^  to  himfelf^ 
aaJ  to  his  coi^feJion,  is  the  freeft  and  mo  ft  fovercign  grace. 

Tourthlr,  t!r..i  cont'eirion  ;n  the  text,  arifes  from  a  broken 
and  penitential  hc:ifL.  It  is  not  apiece  of  mere  Up  fcrvicc* 
It  is  an  at^  of  ihe  wholf.  man,  ?nd  not  of  the  mouth  only. 
True  co'^fcffion  floTrs  fir^-n  s  (mV.  p.g  fci'f.billty  cf  foul.  There- 
fore 'it  d'lburtlens  tht  heart,  relieves  the  oppieflcd  ccrfcitncf, 
and  eafcs  tiK"  i.oi-hkd  niin^i.  JiuTCcd,  infincere  ard  un?- 
vp.il^Tig  cor.iciHons  "'i-re  is  a^wiiys  nilfcry,  tut  not  fo  v  iih  that 
vhich  is  propel  ar.il  Pennine.  In  a  giacicws  conftlDon  there 
is  plt'alure,  c*?Jiifo:  t  aj.d  b.ii-j  ii,f  .'s     i  hir  believer  hardly  ever 
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fiSSmcMT  happy,  than  lying  in  deep  contrition  It  the  feet  of" 
lui  Lord)  muuining  over  his  fins,  and  poii  ring  out  hU  whole 
hart  in  anunrefenred  confcSon  of  them.  This  a  the  confef- 
fian  which  God  approves,  and  forgiveDeTiDaods  infallibly  con- 
ficded  with>it.  It  fprings  fiom  ihe  deptli  and  finceriiy  of 
etkngelicaliepenunce,  is  ever  accompanied  with  a  depaituft* 
finm  lin,  and  a  refbrmation  of  life,  and  has  the  judice  and 
fiuthfulnefs  of  God  engaged  for  his  paidon.  ■■  If  we  confefs 
<*  our  £iu,  he  is  faithful  and  juft  to  forgive  u>oui£[k5." 

A  few  pradical  nfetwillclofc  the  tkeme. 

Tirft,  how  doth  loving  ktadn^fs  ^nd  gr^ce  of  God  oar  Sa~ 
vionr,  (hine  forth  in  the  difpenfation  of  the  goJ'|Kl  ?  Eiptation 
for  fuD  is  provided  bjr  the  blood  of  Jefus  (  reconciliation  for  an 
spoliate  world,  is  procured  by  the  crofs.  I'Jothing  now  is  re- 
hired uf  criminal  offenders,  only  lo  accept  cf  falvutiun  as  an 
unmerited  favour  and  an  inllance  if  wondcifnl  and  fpecial 
grace.  What  fuperabnodant  riches  cf  mercy  appear  in  tliis 
tnode  of  procedure  with  fallen  man  i  Anj^els  entertain  them- 
(elves  with  the  admirable  coniemplationt.  How  reafonaUe 
it  it  that  i^rbould  captivate  and  charm  ih:  fouls  nf  finners  ? 
The  work  of  redemption  it  finifhedi  and  Iwfore  it  comes  to  aSf  - 
pobliflied  to  the  world  at  compleat,  and  all  are  invited  to  come 
and  receive  it.  "  All  things.are  ready,"  the  feaft  is  prepared'  ' 
placed  on  the  table,  and  notliing  wanting  but  gnelU  to  come 
and  partake  of  the  infinite  profufion  of  the  divine  beneficence. 
And  all  are  invited  ufevciy  nation  and  complexion,  high  and 
low,  ridi  and  poor,  bond  and  free,  to  come  to  the  marriage 
entertainment,  to  come  and  receive  interminable  felicity. 

Sccoitdly,  what  can  be  more  free  and  eafy  than  the  term*  - 
ofthegofpelf  Jefui  came  and  liud  down  his  life  for  fmners; 
only  receive  biia  and  lalvation  is  yours.     Believe  and  thon 
fiialt  be  £tTed.    An  ample  redemption  is  made,  only  confent 


to  It  and  all  is  fafe.  Qirift  faves  all  ^o  are  wflVnf  to  hm 
fiivedy  and  he  never  (aves  anj  againft  their  wills.  The  vhole 
ftquiniion  of  you  is  the  eafieft  thing  in  the  world  ;.  only  confer 
your  ii  .i  a:id  pardon  is  joors.  What  divine  gcneroiity,  what 
woHviers  of  love  difplayed  to  the  loft  children  of  men  \  That 
God  (hould  ftoop  from  the  throne  of  his  glory  to  caU  to  finners^ 
laying  unto  them*  only  a(k  forgivenefs,  acknowledge  that  you 
have  tieated  heaven  unkindly,  that  you  have  caufeledly  offen- 
ded the  Supreme  ^lajefty,  and  all  offences  will  be  forgiveur 

and  peace  eftabliflied  bet  wen  heaven  and  earth  again.  If 
fuch  news  could  be  proclaimed  in  the  infernal  regions,  woi^ 
not  the  devils  clank  their  chains  for  joy  ?  By  grace  are  we  fa- 
Ted,  by  marvelous  and  furpridng  grace.  How  (Irange  is  it, 
and  it  will  employ  the  admiration  of  eternity,  tkat  the  mod 
high  and  potent  Lord,  who  can  do  ail  his  pkafure,  create 
worlds  and  dafli  dicm  lo  pieces  by  the  word  of  his  mouthy  can 
crafe  hinildf  of  all  hisadvcrfarics  in  a  roomsnt,  (houlJ  lay  him- 
fclf  under  obligation  to  forgive  us  our  fins  on  tlic  mere  confef- 
fionof  thcni.  What  lower  tcrni^  of  falvation  could  finners  re- 
quire ? — Only  afk  and  you  fhall  receive,  oa^  call  on  the  name 
of  tlie  Lord,  and  ye  fliall  be  favcd.  H-is  not  heaven  conde- 
fcended  to  the  lowell  me.ifiires  pcfLblc  ?  All  the  ait  of  man 
could  contrive  nothing  To  low  and  eafy  foi  To  ^reat  a  bltiTiii^. 
Was  falvation  left  to  terms  of  nu-n^o  ov^n  (icvifmg,  could  ihey 
propofc  any  thing  lower,  than  to  have  rcmilHon  upon  the  con- 
feflionoffin?  O  thcrcfoie  Ictall  admiic  and  icccivc  the  won- 
derful grace  of  the  gofpcl. 

Thirdly,  this  do(flrine  exhibits  the  wifdom  and  glory  of  th^ 
gofpel  difpcnfation  with  tranfcenJcnt  beauty  and  ravilhir.g 
lovolinefs-  The  mifery,  guilt  and  wrctchednefs  of  man  vidiifi, 
the  overflowing  mercies  ot  God  without,  his  ov.n  abfolute  iu- 
di^ence  and  Cliiifl's  all-fufliciency,  Ihould  irrefiftably  influence 
him  to  confefs  his  (ins,  and  accept  of  pardon  and  a  free  falva- 
tion.    With  what  a  penetrating  fenfibility  of  foul,  aud  with 
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what  warm  and  exalted  afibfliotu  of  beani  ODght  die  me  to 
b«  done  and  the  other  received  i  A  feeling  Teofe  <rf'  lift,  of  onr 
own  vilenefs  and  Dnwortfaiaefit  lies  at  the  ioiindatton  of  everf 
Civing  coufcSiuii  ;  fo  an  heart  full  of  love  and  gratitude  is  tht 
Icaft  return  which  ought  to  be  made  for  pardon  and  forgivb 
nefs.  'i.'\:  -  riches  and  ptenitnde  of  grace  is  onlj  ieea  by  a  pn- 
per  appreheciionof  the  odiuufnefs,  dcfuimiir  and  torpitode  of 
fin.  Suppofe  an  impenitent  tinner  pardoacd  and  Corona 
without  any  lenfe  of  hit  finsi  it  would  be  fiich  a  contra^Oioa 
to  renfnu  and  comrauii  lenfe,  that  hei  himfelfi  would  deem  it 
an  ablurdity  ;  and  the  impropn'etj  of  it  would  fo  foiciblf 
ftrikehi£  mind,  that  he  would  rejeft  the  offer  with  difdain. 
Wasp^iidon  ofFercrl  to  die  iul habitants  of  hell,  it  would  be 
delplfcd.  It  IE  remarkable  of  the  rich  man  in  the  flames  of 
torrocnCi  though  be  alkcd  fur  water  to  cool  his  tongue, 
yet  he  neither  conf^fTud  hh  (ins,  nor  requefted  forgiveneTs* 
Hell  will  never  b-:  ir.duced  to  ^uiifefs  in  Ads,  iburefbre  pardon 
wilt  never  enter  there. 

Now  Itt  us  all  be  e\]iorted  befoie  it  be  forever  too  luei  to 
come  to  a  full  aiul  fret  conftiljoii  of  our  iniquities.  We  have 
no  time  to  lofe.  If  we  c.rftfs  not  now,  we  will  not  hereaf- 
ter. This  is  the  only  f^kacc  allowed  us  for  repentance  and  co&- 
fiiHion;  for  thiie  ia  no  wiiUoni,  device,  repentance  or  confef- 
fion,  or  p;iT:tcii  in  th;  grave,  to  which  we  are  faft  hafteiung. 
*'  Now  h  the  accepted  time,  now  in.y  is  the  day  of  falvation." 
Confers  not  lis  focne  wlio  continue  in  iin  ;  they  confefs  their  flns 
and  inllar.cly  return  to  them.  This  is  nut  cuufclTion,  but  hypo- 
ctify  and  mockery,  Sach  aconfeilion  is  adding  infolt  toinjuiy. 
Let  o'lr  conftiTioii  be  attended  witli  a  departure  from  all  ini- 
quity. Let  our  text  ever  till  us  with  love,  praife  and  gratitude. 
"  If  we  coiircfi  our  fins,  he  is  faithful  and  juA  to  forgive  ms  our 
*•  fins." 
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S  E  KMO  N    XXX^ 


Thefawur  and  patronage  oJGoiy  tkejupfmt^ 

cfman  in  affiSions^ 


Piklmt  xlvi.   I.  God  is  §ur  refuge  andfirtngth^  a  vtrj  freJhtF 

bcif  in  trouble* 

RELIGION  is  the  only  true  refource  of  man  m  all  his 
JidrefTes.  How  gi-eat  are  the  alterations  heavy  afflidions  will 
otten  produce  for  a  time,  even  upon  the  mofl  heaven-daring 
Tinners?  The  haughty  Ahab»  who  had  fold  himfelf  to  work' 
wickednefs,  in  the  day  of  trouble  behold  him  humbling  him- 
frlf,  renting  his  clothes,  fading  and  mortifying.  Kow  will 
diftrcfTcs  change  the  moft  hardened  \^Tctches  into  cringing  hy- 
pocrites ?  But  what  can  be  ezpe^ed  from  a  religion  founded 
folely  int  and  caufed  by  the  troubles  of  this  life  ?  Let  the 
caufe  be  removed,  and  the  effcd  ceafcs.  How  many  on  beds 
of  ficknefs  and  pain»  will  pray,  repent  and  weep,  and  feem  to 
be  very  religious ;  but  let  the  rod  be  removed,  and  they  are- 
no  better  than  ever.  Thus  natural  evil,  however  dreadful, 
cannot  of  itfelf  effedt  the  cure  of  moral  evil ;  it  may  be,  and 
often  is,  employed  by  God  for  this  purpofe  i  but  then  it  i^ 


^Mcompanied  with  the  fpecial  operation  of  Us  gmce,  jiod  b^ 
"(bis  the  cure  becomes  effediial  asjl  UAIdj;. 

R^al  religion  is  a.  conftant  reafbn  for  calmsc&f  compofiiic, 
and  fereniCy  of  mind  under  the  greateft  afflifiioni.  Thos  a 
trulf  religious  man  pofTefles  s  mearare  of  felf  csjayment  in 
the  moft  deplorable  circumflances  that  can  happen.  The 
lligheft  and  moA  complicated  diftrefTes  cannot  rob  him  of 

inward  traiuiuilitj.  He  hai  always  a  ready  ^nd  fure  reJburce 
in  Goi,  who  cannot  fail  him.  A  religion  wrought  in  the 
lieart  by  the  fpirit  of  grace,  founded  upon  and  dire£ted  by  the 
revelation  of  God,  will  never  be  totally  deftituie  of  fome  re- 
viving hope  and  confidence  to  heaven.      This  leads  the  good 

man,  aroidft  the  Honni  of  the  world,  to  commit  himfiilf  unto 

and  reft  unmoved  in  God. 

There  is  a  fecret  virtue  and  power  in  religion  that  bear* 
the  mind  above  dillrelTes,  fuccouts  it  in  trials,  and  confole*  it 
in  farrows.  Very  different  from  that  is  the  religion  created 
by  a  panic  dread  of  damnationt  produced  by  the  paini  of  Cck- 
nefs,  or  fnpported  by  the  hourly  eipe<!i  at  ion  of  dying;  relief 
from  tiread,  ind  deliverance  from  painful  apprehenfioni,  will 
'Cxufe  fnch  a  religion  to  ranilh  like  the  morning  cloud  and  the 
'  early  dew.  But  pure  and  undeGled  religion  leads  to  an  abi- 
ding tniHin  God,  to  follow  the  path  of  duty,  and  to  maintain 
an  unftiaken  fcKnity  under  the  fored  titals  and  mull  gloomy 
afpefls  of  divine  providence.  This  is  the  bkfling  of  the  good 
man,  and  tlie  fruit  of  vital  cbpftianity.  "  The  name  of  the 
'"  Lord  is  a  ftroug  tower  into  which  the  righteous  run  and 
'*'  are  fafe."  "  God  is  oor  refuge  and  fltength,  a  very  pteftnt 
help  in  trouble."  As  tha'  the  PJalmift  had  faid,  \Mien  the 
righteooi  are  purfued  by  an  enemy,  God  is  a  refuf;e  of  fjfecy 
to  which  they  may  flee ;  when  oppreiTed  wiih  tToubl>:s  God 
is  their  ftrcngthi  ou  whufe  almighty  arm  they  may  flay  tlicm* 
fdves  t  vbea  ia  gEievous  di&rcftc  fod  afflidions,  he  is  a  fuie. 
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•certain*  aad  all-fafficient  aid ;  he  is  nerer  far  from  his  pebple» 
but  in  the  moft  perplexing  difficulties  not  only  a  help,  bat  ift 
all  adverfe  circum (lances,  a  very  prsfcnt  htlp  ;  a  help  acconuno- 
dated  to  every  cafe,  and  ready  in  every  exigence. 

In  difcourfing  on  thefe  words  we  fball, 

Firft,  make  a  few  obfervations  en  tlie  common  troubles 
and  unavoidable  evils  of  this  life,  from  which  good  men  are 
not  exempted. 

Secondly,  fiiow  that  the  favour  and  patronage  of  God  is 
their  great  fupport,  refuge*  ftrength  and  help*  under  all  cabk 
mities  and  evils  of  every  kind. 

As  to  the  firfty  Were  there  no  fin  to  merit  evil,  nor  on^f 
Being  concerned  to  inflid  it*  yet  no  wife  man  could  proraife 
bimfelf  much  from  the  things  of  this  world*  all  which  are 
empty,  uncertain,  tranfitory,  and  mixed  with  bitter  affli&ions* 
Man  when  full  and  at  eafe,  (landing  on  high  ground>  on  heaps 
of  honors,  on  piles  of  offices  and  dignities,  is  only  a  proud, 
vain  and  unthinking  thing  ;  man  in  his  bed  flate  is  altogether 
vanity.  What  then  is  he  when  overwhclnjed  with  difgracesy 
XMortifications  and  difappointments,  and  furrounded  with  every 
fpeciesof  evil,  calamity  and  diftrefs.  Without  religion,  better 
not  to  be.  Thus  when  Solomon  had  confidered  all  the  oppreA 
fions  and  fore  evils  done  under  the  fun,  he  exclaimed,  "  I 
«*  praifc'l  the  dead  which  are  already  dead,  more  than  the 
«<  living  which  are  yet  alive  \  yea,  belter  is  he  than  both  they, 
•<  which  hath  not  yet  been,  who  hatli  not  ^t^vi  the  evil  work 
«*  that  is  done  under  the  fun."  What  fignifics  a  little  glittering 
and  momentary  Ihow  in  this  world,  vhen  all  is  anxiety  and 
forc'oodin^  foars  within,  lowering  clouds  of  divine  judgments 
impending  over  the  head,  involved  in  p.iinful  difficulties  round 
abcut,  2nd  nothing  in  profped  but  anguifli  and  horror  unut- 
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tqaUe  i  Of  ■vfbal  real  atilitr  U  it,  to  ufe  propkedc  hsgna|e 
*<  For  a  Isod  to  be  foil  of  Giver  and  ffild,  and  no  end  of  thor 
*■  treafuret,  for  a  Und  alfo  full  of  borfei,  oeidier  any  end  of 
**  their  chariots  ;  vben  it  it  full  of  idoli,"  ari,d  no  end  to  their 
^ckedners,  and  Ibtj  are  eipofed  to  the  infuriated  wrath  of 
U  incenfeJ  Jehovah  t  Calatniciei  and  diAreffei  are  fome* 
timet  employed  by  God,  for  the  awakening  and  converfion  of 
Cnners,  but  they  are  abfolutelyneceflary  and  expedient  in  the 
viUom  of  providence  for  the  difciplining  of  faints,  training 
them  up  in  virtue  aad  holincft  for  the  fclkiiiet  above,  CTcn 
ihe  etemal  reft. 

It  is  an  aSifting  truthi  that  good  men  ate  too  much  glued 
to  the  world)  too  fond  of  prefent  interdU  and  prefent  enjoy- 
meoU,  and  are  fai  from  having  fully  leatned  that  role  of  tb* 
goTpel,  "  Se  not  conformed  to  this  world."  Therefore  theic 
.Heavenly  Father,  fiodt  himfetf  obliged  on  various  occafions  to 
imbitter  their  outward  comforts,  to  remove  die  props  they 
«ic  apt  to  lean  upon,  to  involve  them  in  perpleiiiiet,  that 
Uiey  may  be  more  4reaned  from  the  world,  be  brought 
to  walic  more  clofely  with  God,  and  breathe  more  ar- 
dently for  the  fiate  of  the  blefied.  Hence  it  is  that  the  peo* 
pie  of  God  are  often  embroiled  in  great  tribulations,  and  fre- 
queiuly  judgments  begin  at  the  boufe  of  God,  therefore  hs 
**  euros  his  hand  ilpon  tliem,  and  purely  purges  away  their 
**  drofs,  and  takes  away  all  their  tin."  If  this  be  the  allot- 
ment of  the  rightsout,  what  muA  be  the  fate  of  thofe  who 
obey  not  the  gofpei  J  "  If  the  righteous  fcarcely  be  faved," 
and  make  their  efcape  through  awful  perils,  and  as  it  were 
through  the  fire,  "  Where  d^  the  finner  and  ungodl/ 
••  appear  ?' 

Having  dropped  [he&  few  obliuvations,  I  pa£  on  to  the 
T» 
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"Second  tiling  prdpofedy  which  was  to  (hew  that  the  fafoti^ 
and  patronage  of  God  is  their  greit  fupport,  refage*  StxtagSx 
and  help  under  all  calamities  and  evils  bf  every  kind. 

The  attempt  to  prove  that  good  fden  can  have  ndne  other, 

^nld  be  fuperfluons  anc?  augatory.  They  can  have  no  confi* 

dei>ce  in  earthly  treafuresr    for  riches  tnake  to  themfelves 

wings  and  flee  awayi  and  more  frequently  involve  in  calanu* 

^«  than  prove  a  defence  agalnft  them.  Can  they  truft  in  their 

xnfght  and  in  their  power  ?  Their  ftrenvth  is  weaknefs.    And 

how  often  does  human  greatnefs,  when  it  becomes  exorbitant* 

fall  by  its  ovn  weight  ?  Can  thtj  confide  in  worldly  wifdom  I 

Alas !  a  thuufand  unexpeAed  accidentSy  and  unobferved'  latent 

circumftances  crcfs,  confound  and  fruftrate  this,  and  render 

theachicophelsof  this  world,  not  only  unfortunate,  but  often 

miferable  and  ccmvrmptible  too.     "  Let  not  therefore  the  wife 

«' man  glory  in  his  wifdom,  oeither  let  the  mighty  man  glory 

*«  in  his  might,  let  not  the  rich  man  gtbry  in  his  riches  }  hot 

«'  lit  him  that  glorieth,  glory  in  this,   thit  he  tmderftandetfa 

"  aud  knowciti  m^,  tliat  I  am  the  Lord.*" 

Ti  promote  the  fniir.^  offpirit  ani  i llnft rate  the  prc&nt 
fuh''^:t|  pleaic  to  conlidcr  the  f:-il'.\vinp  tliinj^s  :'— He  who  is 
•ii'crcfltd  i'l  the  fHvour  (..f  God,  is  freed  .mm  llic  worft  of  evils 
^ihuGod  is  ablc:ind  u^Hingt/'  fupp-m  hr ' tervants— he  is 
Ts.«  Jy  to  i-revent  the  evils  ^'hich  may  threaten  them,  and  delL 
vcr  rl: -n.  out  of  :hofe  in  V.h-ch  thtyare— J>pd  that  hcccrtainhf 
dors  in  ill  re'pcds.  that  wliich  is  bell  for  tllLm. 

■l'■;ll^  he  whoh:is  an  i;itere!l  in  the  '"avour  of  God  and  un* 
d.r  ihc  j'/ac!..iis  piiti'Mugc  ot  heaven,  isfurcly  frted  from  the 
w  !:l  i./.Ails.  Ilchiisan  aln^ightv  pr>«::Lnon  to  whom  he 
PMV  ivr.  all  occalions  and  at  .ill  tir--  repair,  rbercfcrc  can  ne. 
v^r  bo  wiririiLr-.:!-.-' ••:.  A  God  ready  to  l:car,  a  filcrd,  a 
i.;a4ni  jr.  vird  i  *  irii.r.     II?   rjn  icF'-icnt   his  c;:fe   to  Gvd' 
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^rixB-manintiami  fatis&aioa  and  expeflattoni  Uian  ■  -weep. 
tag  child  rclftet  iti  complaint!  to  its  earthly  parent.  Tho' 
nountftiiu  becaftiato  the  Tea  ;  tbo'  the  hills  be  removed  out 
eftheii  place  ;  the'  sJTaulied  vith  the  greateft  temptattun;, 
and  fuiTounded  with  the  fevered  calamiliei,  yet  he  hat  a  God 
in  covenaat,  in  whom  he  confides  hit  life,  hit  foul,  his  all. 
ThiiisaconfoliDgrefledlioD,  infinite!;- preferable- to  the  pof- 
feffiuo  of  tht  vhole  world,  with  all  iu  richet  and  honors,  A 
fenrce  of  more  fubftantial  feltcitf  than  all  the  princer  and 
nonarchsof  the  earth  can  afiiuid.'-- 

To  be  withciut-the  friendlhip  of  Ood  ;  to  be  abandoned  by 
liis  holy  fpirit ;  to  be  given  np  to  a  reprobate  fenfe,  and  af- 
ter aU  to  be  call  into  bellt  thefe  are  evilt'  which  make  men 
compleatly  and  eteniiUlr  miferable.  -  But  to  the  comfort  and 
fupport  of  evsTfpiouc  fonl,  God  it  a  very  preTentbelp  in  times 
of  trouble,  and  none  of  thefe  evilt  can  -poQiU/  befall  him. 
At  to  man,  what  Zeba  and  Zaimuna.faid  of  the  timid  Jether, 
X  As  it  the  man,  fo  it-his  ftreogth,"  it  appUcable  to  the  font 
ef  men,  thdr  ftrcngth,  weakness,  and  their  furious  wrath,  is  im- 
potencj-  Thef  are  armed  like  aogrj  wafps  with  buz  and  hit. 
temefs,  not  like  Cod.  with  the  fatal  tbnnderboltt  of  irrefiftible 
ruin.  What  can  feeble  Iran  in  all  the  rage  of  malice  dot 
Hit  tongue  can  wound  our  reputation,  fa  Jt  arm  our  body;  he 
can  plunder  our  property,  rob  ut  of  our  fortune,  deprive  ui  of 
liberty  or  life  (  but  what  it  the  amount  of  all  this  i  while  he 
cannot  dilTolve  our  conneflion  with  henvei:,  mar  our  hoprt,  - 
blaft  our  peace  of  confcicnce,  nor  wound  our  immortal  TouIe  > 
AmidA  all  the  turmoil^  confullonsand  defoUting  wars ;  amijft 
earthquakes,  conflagrations,  inundaijon*  and  ftormi,  the  gooi 
man  is  fafe  in  a  place  of  refuge,  even  in  his  God,-  No  raven- 
ing hand  can  fcize  upon  his  heavenly  trea^ire^  no  violence  cas 
wreAtbecrown-oflifi:  from  his  head  ;  therefore  let  ut  eve? 
bear  upon  onr  minds  tbe-counfel  of  our  Lord.'  "Fear  not 
*>  (hem  irtucb  coa  UUthe  body,  but  arc  not  able  to  kill  tlM 
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^  {bill ;  bnt  ratlier  iear  Um  wlKck  if  «fale  M  deftiaf  6odk 

«  Ami  and  bod  j  in  helL'^ 

Secondlf  9  God  will  afluredlj  proted*  fapport  and  eternallf 
reward  all  who  put  their  ceofideace  in  him.  Varioot  are  the 
ways  in  which  God  adminiliers  aidt  protedion,  patronage  and 
fopport  to  his  people ;  partly  by  his  gracious  promifesi  (ecret- 
ly  Itrengthening  their  faith,  hgpe  and  ail  their  graccsyinirf  ling 
adae  proportion  of  good  with  all  ther  eviis,  fortifying  them 
by  his  fpirit>  according  to  the  dangers,  difficulties  and  c«a« 
flidt.  What  the  fbrcct  Tirtne  and  Itreogth  of  al.  thefe  put 
together  are,  may  be  eftimated  from  the  joys,  ccnfolatioasr 
vidories  and  triumphs  of  good  men  in  all  ages.  They  havv 
rejoiced  in  all  forts  of  tribulations«  they  have  triumphed  over 
the  infults  and  perfecutions  of  enemies,  and  the  iagraticudc  and 
perfidy  of  friends*  How  fnpporting  have  been  their  conibla* 
tions  in  poverty,  reproaches,  imprifonments,  iickneflcs,  and 
eren  in  death  itfelf  ?  They  have  maint»ned  their  ground,  pre- 
iierved  their  integrity,  fultained  their  innocence,  and  appeared 
amidil  all  the  combinatious  of  calamities,  eminently  great  and 
iiluitrious-  A  good  caufe  and  a  good  co:iiciencs,  the  patroiti 
age  of  God  and  the  aids  of  grace,  are  procf  aga;iilt  all  afflic- 
tions ;  the  fword  of  the  fpiric  and  the  iliiel  J  of  faith  are  aa 
all-fofficient  protedion  againll  liie  darts  of  earch  and  helL 

All  this  is  not  inicrJed  to  fuppofe  ti:<it  the  trials  of  the  true 
chrillian  are  without  trouble,  his  wounds  without  fmart,  or 
his  heart  untouched  with  pain,  only  tliat  he  is  not  broken,  de- 
jedled  and  hopclcfs  like  the  ungodly  dnner ;  that  he  is  never 
wholly  deilitute  of  inward  fupport,  nor  entirely  calls  away  all 
hope  in  God.  Tliis  is  tliedefcription  ihe  Pfalmift  gives  us  of 
his  own  faith  and  the  llate  of  his  foul  under  complicated  ti  ia Is. 
**  Mint^  enemies  would  daily  fwailow  mc  up ;  but  what  time  I 
<«am  afraid,  I  will  tiuft  in  ihee,  O  tliou  Mod  High.  Innu. 
"  Hicrabie  evils  have  compared  me  about ;  mine  iniquities  ha^e 


4'Ulen  hold  itpoa  Oe,  b Aat  I  xio  not-aUc  to  lookup  }  tfaey 
Mare  more  tlun  the  haiis  of  mine  bead  i  therefore  mj  faeut 
» fsileth  me.  Be  fleaTed  O  Lord,  to  deliver  me  j  O  Lord 
wmakehxftetobelpme.  la  God  I  have  pat  fflf  traftfliriS 
"  not  Fear  what  flefh  can  do  nnto  nit.  Put  thoa  mj  tean  ia- 
^  thj  botUe :  aie  they  not  io  tkj  book  i" 

-  It  mnft  not  be  concealed,  that  fonctimet  fach  i*  the  ftrengdi 
«f  faith,  thetninrpciv  of  love,  the  confidence  of  hope,  the 
Inxutianc;  of  joy  in  God  and  in  JTeriu  Chrift,  that  the  pleafuret 
tf  a  good  man  araidft  all  hti  fuffering;!  and  afflidioni,  do  infi- 
Ditely  outweigh  and  exceed  all  hit  pains  and  forrowi.  It  ii  to 
te  acknow tedged  and  lamented  that  thefe  are  rare  cafet ;  the 
reafbn  of  the  rareaefs  of  fuch  inftancea  and  cxamplei  it,  bt> 
eaufe  in  thofe  dajr*  there  'u  little  of  living  and  groinng  efariftt* 
onity.  fiat  tliougk  the  tml;  pioui  may  not  feel  that  fpring  of 
^prclent  comforu  in  their  affliftioni  of  this  life,  that  they  vronld 
defire,  yetGodatibrds  them  the  fweecprofpeflofafiill  recois- 
peoce  uf  uU  their  fufferingt  ifi  the  felidtiei  and  glories  of  para- 
dile.  Hear  our  Savioor  pronouncing  tbem  happy  whom  tb« 
world  calls  mirerable.  "  BlelTed  sre  the  poor  tor  thcin  u  tbt 
"IdDgdom  ofGod;  blelTed  ire  they  that  mourn  for  thejfliall 
**  be  comforted." 

Thirdly,  God  ii  ready  to  prevent  the  evils  which  may  threat- 
en tliem,  and  deiiver  tliem  out  of  thofe  in  which  diey  are. 
To  doubt  of  tins  would  be  an  approach  toward  Atheifm.  HU 
omnipotence  and  omnifcience  are  no  more  to  be  queftioned 
than  his  cziilence.  He  doth  whatToever  he  pleafeth  in  the  hea- 
vens above,  and  on  the  earth  beneath.  Hence  it  firilowa  that 
all  the  power  and  wifdom  fcattered  tJirougbout  creatloa.  If 
combined  and  united,  would  bear  oo  proportion  to  that  which 
ii  originally  and  eKcatially  in  God.  All  created  perfeAion  is 
only  as  it  were  a  drop  of  hit  ineiliaullible  ftore.  All  creatnm 
depend  upon  hi  u  «nd  are  fu^ed  to  his  will.    When  therefore 
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becommftadk  the  fttrt  ia  thtir  coarfa  to  ffgbt  zpSdIt  SSerc^ 
and  th9  river  of  Ki(ba  to  fweep  them  away,  it  is  iaftantlf  done* 
Fire»  hail  and  vapour^  ftorms  aod  tempefts,  famine  and  plagues, 
difeafe  and  death,  obey  his  voice.  The  methods  in  which 
God  ttfualljr  governs  the  church  and  the  world»  is  by  fixed  and 
fiated  laws ;  yet  fometimes  he  humbles  the  proud  and  refcuec 
the  righteous  in  ways  fo  extraordinary  and  uncommon,  that 
immediately  it  is  acknowledged,  this  is  the  finger  of  GodL 
By  thefe  meafures  evilii  are  often  prevented,  and  deliverance 
wrought  for  his  people.  Trace  JoAtph  from  the  envy  and 
malice  of  his  brethren,  to  the  firiendfliip  and  honors  of  the 
Egyptian  court ;  from  the  pit  in  the  wildemefs,  to  the  exalted 
place  by  Pharaoh  on  the  throne ;  contemplate  the  infiint  Moies 
drawn  from  the  waters,  and  become  the  great  captain  of  lirad  ; 
David  raifed  from  a  (hepherd's  boy,  delivered  from  the  paw  of 
the  lion,  the  paw  of  the  bear,  and  from  the  terrible  hand. rf  the 
Philiftlne,  and  exalted  to  vrield  the  fceptreof  amighty  nation; 
but  ihere  would  be  no  end  of  retailing  inftances  of  God's  avert- 

ing  evil,  and  often  turning  it  into  good  to  his  people.  The 
confideration  of  thefe  things  caufed  the  Pfalmift  to  cry  out  in 
an  extauc  triumph,  **  The  Lord  is  my  light  and  my  falvation, 
'<  of  whom  ihall  I  be  afraid ;  the  Lord  is  my  flrength  whom 
«*  (hall  I  fear  V 

How  lively  is  tlie  idea  here  afforded  us  of  the  happinefs 
of  the  good  man  ? — his  mind  enjoys  a  calm  in  the  (torms 
of  calamity,  his  foul  podefTes  tranquility  amidft  a  thou- 
fand  furrounding  dangers.  '^  Happy  is  the  man  whofe 
••  licart  is  fixed,  trufting  in  the  Lord."     Others  may  be  crafty 

and  fortunate,  but  the  good  man  alone  is  wife  and  great. 
He  wears  the  image  and  is  fomething  like  unto  his  God,  whofe 
character  is  light,  yet  he  makes  darknefs  his  pavilion,  and 
clouds  are  round  about  him ;  and  in  the  midft  of  thunders, 
hiirricancs  and  earthquakes,  he  is  ferenc,  calm  and  undi/lur. 
bed.    /'  Let  all  thofe  who  put  their  truft  in  God  rejoice,  lit 


<*  them  CTcr  diont  for  jor^  becaule  he  defcndetli  them."  tley 
we  ia  a  fure  refuge  nnder  the  fliadow  of  hii  wings.  Tluf 
liibjeA  mar  tw  further  Ulolltattd  bj  ad^nsi 

FouTthlTi  That  God  certainly  does  that  in  all  reTpeAs  whicb 
is  bed  for  hii  people.  How  confoling  a  this  fendment,  how 
tfncouraging  and  fnpporting  the  thought !  The  difpnifatioa 
of  ProTidetice  toward  theitii  will  ever  be  feafonable  and  goodi 
beneficial  and  wife.  If  afflidiom  be  expedient)  thefe  ffaall  be 
their  pOTQon  ;  if  profperity  be  befi  they  fhall  enjoy  it.  The 
in&lllble  promife  ii,  "  All  tfatngi  Ihall  work  together  for  th^ 
**good."  That  ill  all  the  ▼zryiag  afpeft*  of  providence,  dw 
firown*  ai  well  ai  the  foiilei  of  beaveni  will  all  combine  toge* 
ther  to  be  always  advancing  their  beft  and  higheft  intercft. 
It  looki  at  dmef  ai  if  many  of  the  dilhibutions  of  thti  world, 
its  riches  and  poverty,  its  honors  and  difgracei,  were  the  mere 
fpoTt  of  unmeaning  chance  i  but  ve  are  afibred,  that  all  thing! 
ire  ordered  and  dircAed  by  the  moll  wife  and  pateA  govern- 
inent,  from  the  grcateft  events  down  to  the  ninateft  incidents, 
ttom  the  revolutions  of  kingdoms  and  deluging  worlds,  to  tlic 
filing  to  the  ground  of  a  fparrow,  and  the  numbering  of  the 
tiairs  of  the  head.  From  hence  every  iincere  chriflian  may 
with  pleafurejuIUy  make  this  refiefiios:  that  however  he  may 
be  dealt  with,  it  is  for  the  bell.  Whatever  cin:nm[l;incei  of 
dtflrefs  he  nay  be  in,  whatever  common  bledings  are  denied 
him,  he  may  polTefi  the  fidl  afliirance  that  all  things  are  co- 
operating for  his  advantage  upon  the  whole ;  that  a  good  and 
merciful  God,  an  infinitely  wife  and  tender  Father,  knows  all 
the  fituationi  in  which  he  is,  and  that  they  are  the  beft  pulH- 
ble.  This  important  and  comfortilile  dofhine  was  far  from 
the  view  of  the  ancient  patriarch,  when  in  anguilh  of  foul  he 
cried  out, "  All  thefe  tilings  are  againft  me ;"  while  at  that 
very  moment  all  things  were  workiagfbrthe  benefit,  the  life,  the 
fionorandhappinef^of  himfelfaod  his  family.  There  could  be 
oothiog  betur  fur  Jacub  than  what  was  then  performing.  How 


l^elt  tsd  confortable  is  this  dodrine  to  the  teal  hdieirer,  htm 
diftingniihiDg  and  choice  the  Ueflin|^  to  a  poor  creature  who 
has  only  a  fhort  profped  of  things  to  come,  and  but  little 
infight  into  the  prefent,  to  know  that  whatfoever  happens  to 
him.  is  calculated  for  his  goodi  tho'  he  may  not  be  able  to 
perceive  it  now*  yet  hereafter  he  will  clearly  difccm  in  what 
sxijpe^s  it  contributed  to  his  felicity.  How  will  it  nviih  and 
tranfport  the  faintt  into  high  and  unceafing  admiration  and 
praiTes  of  God»  when  the  varions  impenetrable  myfteries  of  bit 
proTidence  (hall  be  opened,  ta  behold  the  unfafpeded  goodneft 
aiid*a(loni(hing  care  of  heaven  towards  them  i  Whenntimber^ 
lefs  in(lances»  notwithfianding  their  unkind  conftrudion  of 
^em»  were  not  only  adapted  to  their  good,  but  abfolntely  ne« 
ceflary  to  prefenre  them  from  ruin.  Thus  you  ice,  how  •*  God 
*<is  our  refuge  and  flrength,  and  a  Ttry  prdSeat  hdp  ia 
« trouble." 

Many  and  obvious  are  the  ufes  that  might  be  made  of  this 
fubjedl,  but  the  only  impiovement  of  it  at  prefent  (hall  be  & 
perfuafion  to  you,  my  brethren,  to  become  fincerely  religiouH 
and  to  make  a  cordial  choice  of  God  as  the  proper  portion  of 
your  fouls,  as  the  fare  protei^or  againll  all  materifd  evil  in  thi* 
world,  and  the  certain  way  to  life  and  glory. 

None  will  venture  now  to  deny,  that  the  patronage  of  God 
is  the  only  fupport  againfl  evils,  and  that  he  is  the  only  trut 
refourcc  in  diflrefs.  Do  you  not  find  an  infufiiciency  in  the 
enjoyments  of  the  world  to  make  you  happy  ?  even  in  profpe^ 
rity  you  are  unhappy  ftill ;  therefore  he  who  has  no  other 
fprings  of  blifs  but  what  this  unr<itisfa£lory  earth  ean  furnifh, 

is  miferable  ;  he  is  a  wretch  with  all  his  flores.  Without  God 
there  can  be  no  felicity,  let  prefent  enjoyments  be  what  ihey 
may. 

If  health,  and  honor,  and  profperity  will  not  afford  felicity. 
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■^iiax  tnnft  be  iin  cif«  m  tgonixing  diftnri,  ia  the  deAitntien 
of  peace  and  all  the  comfont  of  lUc  i  Mufl  not  the  mirri7  of 
bin  be  terrible,  vrho  i>  ovcrwhchned  in  talamitiest  »nd  iias 
n«  refource,  no  God  to  vhom  he  can  apply  ? — is  fitlc,  and 
djiiigi  and  flripped  of  every  rliing,  and  no  rcdrels  in  heaven 
Dorin  the  earth.  His  confcieoce  lafliing  him  vith  twinging 
reiDOTfcr  bit  mind  anticipating  his  future  doom,  and  no  refuge, 
1)0  help,  no  God  Co  which  he  can  repair.  Here  is  a  flat« 
that  ii  deplorahl;  indeed.  On  the  other  hand  bow  bleflecl 
the  condition  of  the  real  chriftian  who  has  chcfen  God  for  hii 
refiige  and  jefm  fur  bis  friend,  and  is  ready  to  facrifice  all 
interferiag  advantage!  hereto  !  Let  happen  what  will,  what- 
ever calamities  occur,  whatever  dirirelTes  befall  him,  he  caa 
■make  application  to  his  Cod  and  bis  Saviour  with  inexprefli- 
ble  freedom,  with  iVeti  hope  and  indefcribable  confiJencr. 
Ih")'  his  IleQi  and  hh  htart  fail,  God  doth  not  fall  bim  ;  even 
io  the  inoR  afflifling  drcum  [lances,  he  is  the  ftrenglh  of  his 
foul  and  a  veF7  prtri:in  help  in  trouble.  In  poveiiy,  bereave- 
ments and  fickoefs,  he  has  a  God  near  at  hand,  and  in  dcaih 
■a  kind  Redeemer  to  receive  his  dcpaiting  fplrit. 

Are  not  the  advantages  iben»  on  the  fide  of  mie  relic^Jon* 
incomparably  great  ?  Are  not  thefe  conriticrationi  fufficient 
reafons,  to  more,  excite,  and  per/uade  ns  to  eniurace  reli- 
gion, and  cboolc  Cod  for  our  portion?  Is  bappincfs  alone 
comprehended  in  the  divine  favour,  and  ihall  we  be  utjijlicit- 
OOB  to  obtain  it  t  Tell  not  our  folly  in  Gsth,  publifli  r.ot  our 
madnefs  in  the  flrccts  of  Aikelcui. 

Allow  me  to  conpjatnlate  the  friends  of  God  upon  their 
happy  lot.  O  chtiiiians.  live  aiifweralile  to  your  high  piivi- 
leees  your  prefent  coinfbits,  and  future  eijieflaiions.  Live 
aUove  the  frowns  of  the  world,  and  in  times  of  trouMe  keep 
i.far  to  your  God  and  fiiinly  adhere  to  your  Saviour.  He 
Va 
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'  wOl  never  leave  you  nor  forfake  70a.  If  ea(l*^tii^}dft^lAB» 
the  horrible  ^t»  ^ntlr  Daniel 'imo^elidnB*  den,  Ortrlththe 
three  children  into  the :  ^fierj  fttrnace,  fear  niDt ;  the'^God  ytia 
have  4nade  your  portion  "wiirdeliver  you.  Be  coinfoytedy'O 
beliereri  and  fay,  •<  Tho*^  I  wklk  thro'  the  valley  of  the  ihadow 
«<  of  death,  J  will  fear  no  eti!/  for  ^lou  art  with  me,'  thy  rod 

>4(aad  thy  Half  they  comfort  me.  ''l%o'  my  flelh  andmy 
*^  heart  fiiiU  God  is  the  ftrength  of'  my  heatt  andmy  porticm 
<*  forever.  -  God  is  our  refuge  ^and  'Ibengthy '  a  very  pre- 
'^fent    help  in    trouble."  ^Happy  faints,    happy    peopV^ 

*whofe  God  is  the  'Lord  I  Who  will  not  be  perfiuded  from 
thefe  diingf  to  engage  in  religion  ?  '  Let  *£nner8  beprevailet 

upon  after  fo  long  'a-  time,  to  attend  to  the  tilings  of  your 

/peace.  This  world  with  «U  its  ^eafures,  riches  and  lionorsy 
will  fbon  efcapefrom  your  moft  eager  grifp. '  And  what  will 
you  do  when  your  eyebaljs  ihaSi  roll  in  death  ?  Without  God 
for  your  refuge  and  ftrength»you  muftperi(h»  eternally. pcxifh. 


t  , 
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S^E  It  MO  UP  XXXL: 


T^ccwnant  of  grace  ratified  and  confirmed 

hy^tht  blood  of  Ckrijl^ 


fiakf  siii^  20»  7%V  cup  is  the  new  UjUmmtittfnf^hBod^  mtbicB 

is  Jhfd  for  yoiu- 


GOD  bay  dealt  with  the  chiidrcD  of  mev  from  the  beginn- 
ing of  the  world  in  a  way  of  covenant.    No  fooner  was  man  ' 
creatrdythanGod  entered  into  covenant  with  btmi^  Thisfirft- 
lanty  which  is  commonly  (liled  thecoreaant  of  works»^ 
maafoontranigrefTed,  and  became- abfolntdf  and  forever  ia*> 
capable  of  recovering  the  favour  of  God»  happinefs  aacllife  hj  > 
the  fame.    After  maa  had  committed  thb  awful. outrage  upo»  » 
reaibn,  and  all  the  laws  of  fitnefs  and  propriety^  contrary  to^- 
all  appearances  inrefped  to  what  had  taken  place  in  regard*  • 
tDthetraafgreflmgangelsyand  to  the  aftonifliiag  admiration 
ef  all  worldiy  God  wa£  pleafed  to  difplay  the  fulneis  of  his  per«  - 
felons  ininftituting  a  new  and  infinitely  different  covenant^, 
even  a  covenant  of  grace  and  mercy  for  the  recovery^  and  (aU 


▼atloB  of  rnsned  man.  Thcfc  are  iBc  only  tw«  co^onascf 
which  God  ever  made  with  man,  in  which  the  eternal  life  of 
the  cre:i:ui«  was  coacerned.  Thcfc  two  orcnancshad  always 
czteriLii  and  vifible  tokens,  llgns  and  feals  anneied  to  them. 
The;  former  had  the  tree  of  lifc«  and  the  tree  of  good  and 
evil  affixed  to  It,  and  the  latter,  its  tckcns  and  figns  were  Taxi' 
Qusaod  multiplied  until  the  coming  of  Chiift.  From  Adam 
to  Noah,  the  outward  figns  were  facxif:ces  and  offerings  ; 
from  Noah  to  Ahraliam,  die  fame  were  continued  ;  in  Abra- 
ham's day  aa  additional  feal  was  edablifhrd,  in  the  time  of 
Mofes  the  pafTover  <*Ad  maay  ether  figns,  tokens  ard  ordinances 
were  in  diluted,  all  which  continued  until  the  death  of  Chrif^, 
when  they  were  complcady  abolilhed  by  tlie  crois,  and  in  the 
room  of  thefe  bloody^  burthenfome,  and  expenfive  rites,  our 
Lord,  ju(l  before  he  compleated  the  great  work  of  vedemp. 
tion,  ordained  two  fimple  ieals  or  ordinances,  to  wit,  baptiim 
and  his  fupper,  which  are  to  be  duly  obierved  ia  the  church 
till  the  confummation  of  all  thing*. 

The  wordj^of  ourtext  were  delivered  by  our  Lord  as  a  part 
of  the  inftitution  of  his  facred  fuppcr.  In  die  inllitution  he 
particularly  Ailcs  the  bread  his  body,  and  the  cup  the  New* 
Teftameni  in  his  blood.  Both  thel'e  phrafcs  are  figurative, 
and  by  no  means  to  be  underltooJ  in  a  hural  fcnfc.  For  its 
this  fcnfc,  CIii  ill  muii  have  broken  and  careii  Lis  i^wn  identical 
body,  and  poured  out  and  drank  hii  own  iJcTH'cal  blcoc!# 
while  fitting  at  the  table  of  his  diiciples,  than  which  nothing 
can  be  more  abfuid. 

Tlic  word  ^hich  ib here  tranflated  tc/lamcnt,  properly  fig. 
nifles  a  covcnaTU,  and  thus  it  is  frequently  rcudeied  in  the 
apoflolic  er;:'ilc>.  Itmcaus,  ns  here  ul'ed,  if:e  covenant  cf 
grace  ;  th.it  covei.ant  which  God  cilablifncd  h\  il  c  room  of 
the  firft,  cr  covenant  of  works,  that  had  been  violated,  and  fo 
became  abfolutcly  infufficicnt  to  anlwer  its  original  dc/i[;;a' 


ItiiAatCOTeinntwliIcbGodhu  infticitud  ati4  rernkd  Is- 
coi]fiderati«a  of  our  fallen  aod  uah^pjr  circnrnftances,  where* ' 
bf  it  u  again  rendered  polSble  for  guiltf  UnQen  to  be  reftorcd 
to  the  favour,  friendlliLp  and  enjoyment  of  their  MRker.  Thii 
covenant  of  grace  and  filvatioii,  yon  nuy  ublerve,  it  founded 
in  and  ratified  by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  "  Tlie  New-TcilawsD^ 
*■  in  my  blood."  It  may  airobcobferved,that  the  wordiofthe 
facrament  of  the  Lord's  iupper  bear'  a  peculiar  rcfpedl  to  the 
new  covenant,  and  that  under  the  fpecial  coafideiation  of  iu 
being  eltabliihed  in  the  blood  of  Jcfus.  We  are  to  underftani 
the  cxprcHion,  tiii  blttd,  as  referring  both  xm  the  covenant  of 
grace,  and  the  blood  in  which  it  is  lajd. 

From  this  expUcatioa  of  the  text,  1  Uiatl  uidcayeur, 

Ta^,  to  eqilain  to  you  what  the  covenant  of  grace  ao4 
mercy  ia. 

Secondly,  how  it  is  founded  iu  the  blood  of  ChriA. 

Thirdly,  confidei  what  refpeA  or  relation  the  Lord's  flip- 
per bears  to  this  covenant,  as  having  its  origin  in  and  confii- 
mation  by  tliis  blood. 

rirft,  I  am  to  cKpUin  wlut  the  covenant  of  grace  it* 

Let  it  be  obferved  here,  that  the  terra  covenant,  when  it 
li,is  refpcft  CO  God  as  a  purly,  mull  be  underftood  very  differ- 
ent in  a  variety  ot  iiupottant  circunillancest  from  what  it  it 
when  applied  to  men-  In  tlie  latter  applicatioa,  it  fuppofea 
an  equality,  mutual  dependence,  and  reciprocal  advantage! 
to  the  parties  concerned.  But  when  God  is  fitid  to  make  a 
covenant  wi:h  his  creainres,  we  cannot  poilibly  entertain  any 
fuel:  idoas  rdpefling  him.  He  miift  not  be  reduced  to  an 
equality  with  bis  creatures,  rendered  any  way  dependent  upon 
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tftetn,  sGr  can  he  derive  aaj  benefit  from  iBenr*  Efery** 
thing  in  God,  his  whole  nature  and  perfedions^  forbid  the 
thought.  , 

In  covenants  among  men,  they  bind  themfelves  to' the  perform 
mance  of  certain  conditions,  to  which  generally^  neither  party 
were  under  obligations  antecedent  to  their  entering  into  cove* 
nant ;  hence  they  were  not  obliged  to  enter  into  it  ;  both 
parties  wert  equally  free  and  might  refufe  to  covenant  with* 
out  being  chargeable  with  any  criminality  or  jnft  blame  for' 
fuch  a  refufal.     But  it  is  altogfether  different  in  the  other  <afe« 
Ic  is  true,  it  holds  good  in  regard  to  God*    He  was  under  n^ 
obligations  to  enter  into  covenant  with  hb  finfol  creatures  "f- 
x^oT  was  he  obliged  to  confer  any  bleffings  upon  thfem  after 
their  apoftacy,  until  in  free  and  wonderful  grace  he  laid  him^ 
felf  under  obligation  by  his  own  covenant  and  promifc.     But 
with  regard  to  creatures  with  whom  this  covenant  is  madey  ir 
does  not  hold.     If  G«dpropofe  to  enter  into   covenant  with  = 
his  creature,  the  creature  cannot  be  free  to  refufe.     Such  a 
propofal  as  coming  from  its  creator  and  proprietor>inuft  hare 
the  force  of  a  command  ;  if  he  propofe  fuch  a  duty  to  Ke  per- 
formed as  the  condition  of  the  covenant,  it  binds  equally  as  a 
precept ;  and  a  non-compliance  is  nothing  lefs  than    wilful- 
d'lfobedience  and  avowed  rebellion.     This  is  fully  evident  from 
the  ind<.'pendent  nature  of  God,  and  from  the  relation  fubdfting . 
between  him  and  his  creatures.     We  ought  in  all  our  rcpre- 
fentations  of  covenant  between    God  and  his  creatures,  to 
be  careful  we  do  not  introduce  any  ideas  inconfiftent  with  the 
infinite  dignity  and  abfolute  independence  of  Jehovah.     There 
is  perhaps  no  dodlriac  of  religion  in  which  we  arc  more  liable 
to  err  than  this. 

The  covenant  of  grace  is  between  God  and  man,  thro'  Chrift 
tlic  Mediator  of  it,  and  thus  it  may  be  defcribed.— It  is  God's 
conlUtution  and  eflabliflunent  to  lave  all  fmnefs  who  repent 
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«&3^beneveiaChrift|OrGonliallircoinplT«tthtl)em«th6d  of 
Irecovery  founded  in  andcflcAed  thro'  bii  mediation  and  freelr 
••Sered  to  the  acceptuice  of  all  in  the  gofpel.  As  it  fiands  in 
"de  fcriptures,  it  it  avij  a  propoJal  of  falvation  on  God'i  part 
*to  z  finful  wotld,  and  God  obligaiei  himlelf  to  fecnre  ih«  fal> 
vatioa  of  aD  fuch  at  comply  with  the  piopofal.  It  becomci 
more  properly  and  Ariftly  a  covenant)  when  aAusdly  coBlen* 
'  ted  to  by  finncrs,  that  It,  when  in  tniih  and  fineerity  they  em- 
brace  thegolpel  and  believe  in  Jefui.  It  may  be  obferved* 
'that  falvauo&aiofimd  in  the  gofpel,  is  to  be  taken  in  the 
noA  enenfive  fenfe>  not  as  deliverance  only  from  the  guilt 
"and  dominion  of  fin,  from  mifcry,  hell  and  ruin,  but  giving  a 
'fnre  title  tolieaTen  and  all  the  felicities  thereof,  viih  all  thole 
tempen  and  difpofitioot  of  fool,  with  all  tfaat  fandlGcatioQ  and 
bolinefs  of  heart,  neceflary  to  foim  it  to  a  capacity  for  the 
■perfeA  fruition  of  the  fame.  Socfa  a  covenant  er  conftitution 
las  thit,  may  be  ^oved  from  the  fcriptures,  and  the  eipeilecce 
•cf  all  who  believe. 

TUe  Ikcred  oradei  are  the  proper  fountain  of  authority  in 
this  cafe.  When  we  have  the  word  and  promife  of  the  great  Su- 
preme who  it  truth  itfelfand  cannot  deceive,  the  vilcll  and  meft 
|;nilty  may  with  confidence  venture  bis  foul  upon  the  declara- 
tion, and  lay  bold  on  the  covenant.  All  thofe  paQagcs  of 
fcripture,  wherein  God  appoints  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the  important 
■ferfon  in  whom  he  is  reconciling  a  guilty  world  unto  him- 
felf,  ellablilh  this  maner.  Hear  what  the  Moll  High  fayeth 
by  the  prophet  Ifaiah :  "  Thui  faith  the  Lord  God,  he  that 
•*  created  the  hcavent  and  Qretched  them  cut,  I  the  Lord 
"  have  called  thee  in  tighteoofneri,  and  will  hold  thy  hand, 
*"  and  will  keep  thee,  and  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  peo- 
**  pie,  for  a  light  of'  the  gentiles  ;  to  open  the  blind  eyes  to 
<*  bring  out  the  prUbnen  from  the  prifon,  and  them  that  tic  in 
'*  darkne&out  of  theprifonhoule."  And  again  in  the  fame 
propheff  Chrift  bimfelf  if  introdnced)  laying,    "Thefptritof 


*'the  Lord  U  fip^n  me»  becatifc  the  Lord  hath  anointed  me,  to 
''preach  good  tidings  unto  the  meek,  he  hath  fent  me  to  bind 
•*  up  the  broken  hearted,  to  proc  laim  h'berty  to  the  captives, 
«*  and  the  opening  of  the  prifon  to  them  that  are  bound  ;  to 
**  proclaim  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord ;  and  the  day  of 
^  vengeance  oi  our  God,  to  comfott  all  that  mourn,  to  ap« 
^*  point  unto  them  that  mourn  in  Zion,  to  give  unto  them 
**  beauty  for  afhes*  tlie  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  the  garment  of 
•*  praife  for  the  fpirit  of  heavtnefs."  What  can  be  inferred 
from  all  thefe  declaradous  but  that  God  has  eftablilhed  a  cove- 
iiant  to  fave  loft  men  thro  the  blood  of  his  Son  ?  That  he  is 
l^ell  pleafcd  with  penitent  returning  finners  for  bis  righteouf- 
tLt&  fake* 

The  exift'-nce  of  this  cox^cnant  of  mercy  may  be  argued  from 
ths  invitaticns  that  are  given  to  come  to  Chrift,  and  the  full 
affurances  of  falvation  to  all  who  comply  vith  the  fame.  The 
mofl  guilty  are  invited  to  lay  hold  on  the  covenant.  "  Incline 
'^  your  ear  and  come  unto  me,  hear  and  your  foul  {ball  live  ; 
"  and  I  will  make  an  cvcrlafting  covenant  with  you  even  the 
*«  furc  mercies  of  David  "  That  is,  I  will  confer  upon  you  all 
tilt  blcQings  pure hafcd  by  David's  fon.  And  Chrift  himfelf 
moft  tenderly  invites,  to  come  unto  him  and  he  will  give  them 
reft. 

The  reality  of  this  covenant  may  be  evinced  from  all  thofc 
great  and  precious  promifes  miidc  to  them  who  believe  in 
Chrift,  "  They  have  everlafting  life,  they  (hall  be  faved,  there 
**  is  no  condemnation  to  them  who  are  in  Chrift  Jefus,  none 
••  (hall  be  able  to  pluck  them  out  of  his  divine  hands,  &c.'' 
but  to  retail  all  the  evidences  c  f  iliis  truth,  would  be  to  tranf- 

cribe  a  confiderable  part  cf  the  bible* 

This  covenant  is  Ijkcwife  crtablllacd  irom  the  experience  cf 
all   true  believers.     There  are  none  who   have  ever  given  np 


titemTelTes  to  be  fnved  by  Cbrift  in  the  way  of  faith  and  haY\- 
nefit  but  have  afhially  obtained  faivatinn.  I'he  fir(l  ft  uits  anJ 
earnefUof  the  eternal  inheritcncs,  have  been  granted  to  them 
in  this  world.  Thofe  difpolilions  and  tempers,  have  been  im- 
planted in  their  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghoil,  that  qualify  them 
f«r  the  enjoyment  of  heavcni  and  are  the  pledge  and  alTarance 
to  all  in  whom  they  arC)  that  God  will  bellow  it  upon  them. 
Thofe  holy  breathings  and  fervent  defircji  after  conformity  to 
Itimi  can  nevex  be  fatisfied  bnt  in  the  fall  fruition  of  him> 
Thefe  propenfities  and  habits  arc  lecret  evidences  to  any  foul, 
that  God  intends  its  lalvation,  yea,  they  are  a  part  of  it,  and 
wherever  hegives  a  part,  he  will  confer  the  whole.  Where  be 
begins  a  good  work,  he  will  carry  it  onto  perfe<f)ion.  His 
gffts  and  calhng  are  witliout  repentance.  An  appeal  here^ 
might  be  made  (or  the  confirmatbn  of  this  dodrine  to  all  real 
chriftians.  Have  you  not  on  the  comtnttting  of  your  fenli  to 
Chiift  found  this  verified  .*  Was  not  the  load  of  guilt,  under 
which  you  before  laboured,  in  fome  degree  rsmoved.  Some 
mcafuie  of  peace  and  feienity  introduced  into  your  troubled 
minds  f.— Some  hope  raifcd  towards  God,  a  filial  fubjeftiou  tn 
kim,adefiru tolovehtmaodbelikehimi to  ferve  himinfpi- 
rit  and  in  truth  here,  and  to  enjoy,  and  dwell  with  him  here- 
after ^  And  what  is  this  but  the  propofed  and  promifcd  lain* 
tion  begun  i  And  what  inference  can  be  more  judty  drawn 
from  it,  than  lliat  it  is  the  conilicution  and  covenant  of  Gi'd 
fully  and  finally  to  fave  all  guilty  fmners  who  believe  in  '.he 
Lord  Jci'ui  Chrift. — I  proceed  to  fliow, 

Secondly,  in  what  refpcfts  tlie  new  coveiilnt  is  founded  in 
the  blood  of  Chrift.  It  is  efpecially  fa  in  two  things,  as  by  his 
undertaking  it  was  procured,  and  by  his  deaih  raiitied  and 
confirmed. 

Firft,  riw  coKnact  of  grace  was  founds  1  in   Ih;  U-'odo 
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Clxrift,  as  his  nndertaking  was  the  procuring  canfc  of  It  It 
is  a  confUtutioQ  to  Hive  finners  through  his  mediatiott 
and  atonement.  In  this  covenant,  the  mediatorial  underta- 
king of  Chrid  appears  plainly  to  have  been  fettled  and  agreed 
upon  in  the  eternal  counfels  of  the  Father  and  the  Son.  In  con- 
Qdtiration  ot  Chrid's  engagement  to  be  the  mediator  and  fare- 
ty  of  fionerSj  and  in  their  name  and  place  to  fatisfy  the  de-' 
mandi  of  die  law,  the  claims  of  jullice»  exhibit  the  eril  of  fin 
and  magnify  tlie  reAitude  of  the  divine  government,  that  this 
covenant  of  grace  and  mercy  was  fettled  and  eftabliihed. 
Had  iliere  been  no  mediator,  there  had  been  no  fuch  coremuit. 
Had  not  Chrift  Jefus  voluniarily  engaged  to  be  the  fursty  and 
Redeemer  «f  our  fallen  race,  God  would  have  been  forever 
irreconcilable  and  never  would  havft  made  one  overture  of  Sal- 
vation to  guilty  ilnners.  But  through  liim  tlii:;  wondetfiil  and 
trdnfportJng  blclTing  hath  come  upon  us.  He  hath  brought 
life  and  imniortaliry  to  liijlit.  In  this  view  we  are  always  to 
Ci>n(iJer  every  propolkl  of  grace  and  offer  of  falvatioo,  every 
i-:"iiati(m  and  WHrning,  every  proinifc  and  exiiortation,  as  the 
ciicfc  oi  his  uuilertitkliig  and  drath,  and  the  confequence  of 
an  eilal)li(hniciit  of  a  covenant  of  grace  in  his  blood.  Which 
;«iro  ferve  to  diiccver  the  awful  aggravations  attending  a  re- 
•ccllonofthc  oiFcis  of  ia  I  vat  ion.  And  all  thcfe  confiderations 
liio;ilJ  c;i»jiji  Ub  to  receive  and  em jraoe  the  fame. 

Secondly,  it  was  fo^indcd  in  tlie  bluod  of  Jefos,  as  by  his 
deadi  it  was  ratified  and  confirmed.  The  death  of  Chrifl  was 
not  only  the  original  ground  of  this  covenant,  it  was  not  mere- 
ly defigncd  to  open  a  way  for  God's  making  a  new  covenant 
with  man,  but  to  confirm  and  eftabliQi  it,  to  render  it  valid 
;»nd  efFcwluai.  Jefus  Cl-rift  was  not  only  by  his  blood  to  finifli 
tranfgreflion,  to  ni:ike  an  end  of  fin,  and  reconciliation  for  ini- 
o^:nry,  but  to  latiFy  the  covenant  with  many.  Hence  it  is  cal- 
k\l  tl^e  evcrhlling  covenant,  becaufe  this  blood  was  ordained 
from  eternity,  and  ilie  eiFt^s  of  it  will  be  everlafting  life. 
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Af  At  new  covenant  was  n  teftament,  it  was  tieceflary,  ta 
pve  it  force,  that  die  teftator  (htuld  die*  Thvs  the  Apofile 
argues ;  **  Where  there  is  a  teftament  there  muft  alfo  of  necef- 
£ij  be  the  death  of  the  teftator*.  It  can  be  of  no  force  while 
the  telUtor  liveth*  It  is  after  aman'ft  death  his  w*!!!  can  have 
anf  operation  or  efie^ ;  his  death  ratifies  and  renders  it  of 
force.  Thus  the  new  teftament  or  covenant  of  grace  is  fttong- 
If  ratified  hj  the  death  of  the  Son  of  God.  He  came  and 
died  to  bear  witneis  to  the  troth  of  itA,and  the  flicdding  of  his 
blood  affi>rded  the  moft  convincing  proof  of  its  validitf  and  re<' 
ab'ty,  and  without  which  it  could  have  been  of  no  force.  It 
can  be  no  objeAion  againft  this  fentiment»  that  the  covenant 
was  pttbliflied  and  of  as  much  value  for  the  iaivation  of  men 
before  Chrift  died  as  it  is  iince.  To  which  it  b  eaGljr  anfwer* 
ed«  Our  Redeemer  was  a  perfon  of  fo  much  credit  and  dig- 
nity, that  his  engagement  wa^  looked  upon  by  God  as  a  fure 
foundation  to  aft  upon,  as  fore  as  if  the  performance  had  been 
already  made.  Ever  iince  the  fall  he  had  teen  confidered< 
in  the  divine  dealings  with  men,  as  tho'  he  had  a^ually  paid 
the  ranfom ;  hence  he  is  fpoken  of  as  the  lamb  (lain  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world.    The 

Third  thing  we  propofed  to  confider  in  this  fubjed  was> 
what  refpedl  the  Lord's  fupper  bears  to  the  new  teftament  as. 
founded  in  the  blood  of  Chrift. 

It  is  from  thefe  words  we  are  to  learn  the  true  nature  of  the 
Lord's  fupper.  And  the  authentic  explication  of  this  matter 
arifes  from  the  real  refpcil  it  bears  to  the  new  covenant.  This 
refpe^  appears  to  be  two  fold,  as  a  certain  evidence  of  the  real 
rxiftence  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  a  fenfible  notification 
^•nd  public  declaration,  that  this  covenant  is  founded  in  the 
death  of  Chrift  and  ratified  by  his  blood. 

Firft;  the  Lord's  fupper  is  to  be  confidered  v-'ich  regaid  t» 
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die  new  covenant  as  a  certain  evidence  of  its  truth  and  reality* 
It  is  a  fenfible  afTurance  to  all,  tkat  whofoever  commits  his  (otiI 
to  Jefusy  to  be  faved  by  the  conilituiion  of  the  gofpcl,  he  ihaH 
furely  obtain  evcrlafting  life.  It  is  a  confirmation  to  us,  that 
all  who  believe  fhall  be  redeemed  from  all  the  confeqnences  cf 
fin.  In  this  fenie  it  is  with  propriety  (lilcd  a  feal.  It  feals  the 
truth  of  the  covenant  of  grace,,  and  enfures  falvation  to  allfuch 
as  believe.  It  fc^als  the  benefits  and  blelTings  of  the  covenant  to 
all  who  comply  with  it.     And  the   creature  in  this  ordinance 

feals  the  covenant  by  faith,  in  the  full  pur pofe  of  fulfilling  all 
duties  required  therein,  and  in  fwcet  fatisfadion  that  all  its 
promifes  will  be  accompliiLed. 

Secondly,  the  encharifl  U  a  fenfible  notification  apd  public 
declaration,  that  this  covenant  is  founded  in  the  death  of 
ChriA  and  ratified  by  his  blood.  When  we  fee  the  wiae  in 
the  cup  poured  forth  it  is  a  full  afTurance  to  us  that  the  cove- 
nant of  grace  is  laid  in  the  blood  of  the  Redeemer,  and  it  iti 
only  by  it  we  can  obtain  the  forgivcntfs  cf  fiTsS,  be  cleanfed 
from  all  our  moral  pollutions,  niadc  p;u  lakers  of  all  die  blcf* 
fings  purchafed  thereby,  and  it  is  only  thro'  his  mediation  tliey 
are  conferred  upon  us. 

A  few  rcfleilions  by  way  of  improvement  fhall  clofc  ihfs 
difcourfe. 

Find,  of  what  importance  is  the  death  and  undertaking  of 
Chrift  unto  us.  Great  and  numerous  arc  the  blcffings  fiowin? 
herefrom,  which  eternity  alone  can  fully  uiifold.  In  the  blood 
of  the  covenant  God  is  to  be  iecn  with  imiles  and  mercy  iu 
his  face,  from  whom  wc  had  nothing  to  e>:pc<5t  but  wrath  and 
fiery  indignation.  Whtnce  do  thcfe  invaluable  blcilirigs  coire 
to  us  who  are  Ici'h  tlian  the  leafl  of  a-l  nicrcics  ?  Or*ly  ii.roi.^i. 
the  undertaking  of  Inimanud  ;  by  Jii>  death,  light  and  iile  ait 
aiifen,  and  the  day  I'p ring  iiom  on  iii^h   h.itii  vilited   us.     It 


h  onI]r  owing  to  bU  volnntary  ondntaUng  to  be  a  mediator 
fir  finnersi  that  the  coTcnttit  of  gnce  wai  efiabliflied,  and 
the  propolicioQ  was  made  to  lave  and  recover  loft  men  by  his 
blood.  This  is  the  fonndation'  of  erery  orertnrc  of  grace  and 
lalvation  to  a  ruined  world.  Were  it  not  for  the  mediation  of 
Chrift,  there  never  woold  have  been  one  tender  of  mercy 
made  to  a  fallen  race  J  wefhooldhave  never  heard  the  joy- 
fill  found  of  peace  and  reconciliation  with  God.  We  Ihonli 
Bot  have  had  one  addtcfs  made  to  us  in  favonr  of  our 
IbnlSf  noT  one  exhonation  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come.  Oar 
lidvation  would  have  been  impoflible,  and  eternal  dcTpur  our 
heavy  doom.  But  glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  Jefus  hath 
diedt  and  by  dying  dcftioyed  him  who  had  the  power  of 
death;  he  hath  appeared  to  open  a  way  into  the  holiefl  of  all 
through  hi'  b!ood.  He  has  finifhed  tranfgreilion  j  and  by  the 
(acrifice  of  himfelf  rendered  God  propitioua  to  his  guilty  crea- 
tures. How  much  reafon  have  we  to  conlider  him  as  fuftain- 
ing  acliaraflsrofih:  grcatelt  importanca  and  confequence, 
and  with  what  aglow  of  love  and  gratitude  (hould  wcafcribe 
to  him,  who  hath  loved  us,  praile  and  glory  and  dominion 
forever  and  ever. 

Secondly,  how  great  the  encouragement  and  fecnrity  the 
molt  guilty  hiive  to  return  to  God  through  Chrift.  Here  are 
the  beft  tidings  wiih  which  their  ears  could  have  been  blelTed  j 
news  of  fiilvatinn  by  a  Savioui '^  blood,  and  that  God  hath  feliled 
it  into  a  cu:iilr[u[iiin  and  covenant,  that  whatToever  Gnner  com- 
i.,its  his  foul  to  Chrill,  fhull  eventually  and  infallibly  be  faved. 
"The  Spirit  andthc  Biide  fay,  come,  and  let  him  that  is  a 
*'  tl.iril  cume,"  and  the  ftreanting  blood  of  Jefns  cries,  come, 
"  And  wJiolberer  uiil,  let  Iiim  takd  the  water  of  life  freely." 

Thirdly,  Lnw  ftr<mg  may  be  the  confolation  oT  all  fuch, 
who  have  laid  Iit-Id  on  diis  covenant.  Such  have  all  the  per- 
feifiions  of  God  pkdgcd  and  engaged  fortheirfalvation  ;  he 
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wai  fopport  mi  btiT  thtiB  np  tbroDgk«n  d^fiSodtiei  wUk 
which  thej  tOMj  be  forroimded.  Tho*  lieU  find  earth  IhouU 
confpire  againft  tbein>  thej  have  an  alsnigfatf  fliield  for  their 
defence,  an  infinite  Saviour  for  dieir  fecurity.  He  hath  prom- 
itei,  that  when  they  go  through  the  fire*  it  (hall  not  hnrt  them^ 
and  throogh  the  waters  they  IhaU  not  orerflow  them* 
In  fix  troables  he  will  be  with  theait  and  in  feven  he  will  n«t 
forfake  them.  God  hath  confirmed  his  promife  by  an  oath» 
and  ratified  it  in  the  blood  of  his  Son,  that  by  two  inunntaUe 
things  in  which  it  was  impoflible  for  God  to  lie,  they  mi|^t 
have  ftroog  confolation,  who  have  fled  for  refuge  to  lay  on  the 
hope  fet  before  them. 

Laftly,  let  all  commnnicants  approach  this  table  to  day,  in 
brokennefs  of  heart  for  your  fins,  in  a  firm  faith  in  the  blood 
of  the  covenant)  and  a  fervent  love  to  your  precious  Savioar. 
Behold  the  promiies  and  the  wonders  of  divine  grace.  Here 
is  enough  to  heal  all  your  malaxes.  Give  yourfelves  to  the 
Lord  Jefus  without  refervadon»  and  feal  the  gift  in  this  holj 
ordinance.  Remember  there  is  a  fuperabundance  in  the  cove* 
nant  of  grace  to  fupply  all  your  wants  and  fatisfy  all  your  da. 
fires.  Take  the  cup  of  (alvation  and  fing  praiTcs  to  the  Lord- 
yisLif  O  fiiendsj  drink,  yea,  drink  abundantly.  O  beloved. 


^amst 
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Th^  nature  ofJairUing  in  offliMians,  and 

cautions  againfl  it. 


Heb.  xii.  5*     N^  faint  naben  iiou  art  rebuked  of  bhu 

THE  moft  proper  light  in  which  we  can  confider  the  pre« 
lent  world,  is  that  of  a  date  of  trial  and  difcipline  m  refpe^ 

to  a  futore  one.  This  is  an  idea  that  ought  conftantly  to  be 
retained  in  our  minds.  There  are  few  reflexions  in  our  pre* 
fent  fituatiouy  better  calculated  to  direX  our  conduA,  or  regu- 
late our  purfuits  and  views  in  life.  If  our  minds  are  not  habi- 
tually awake  to  this  ienfe  of  our  conditioua  it  is  probable  our 
prefent  condu A  will  be  a  feries  of  capiul  and  fatal  errors. 

As  this  is  a  ftate  of  trial,  and  intended  as  fuch,  the  whole 
admiaiftration  of  providence  is  adjufted  to  this  view  and 
^elign  ;  adjufted  with  fuch  wifdom  and  exafhieis  as  to  give 
it  the  proper  perfcdion  of  fuch  a  Rate.  So  univerfally  is  it 
adiipced  in  all  its  branchss  and  periods  to  this  defign,  tliat 
not  only  foine  more  iignal  and  eminent  events  are  to  be  con- 
fidcrei  in  this  view,  bat  evciy  occurence  and  incident  of  our 
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llvei  ia  formed  to  anfwer  this  purpofe.*  The  intentira  of  cheRi 
is  to  difcipline,  inftrudl,  and  try  us  ;  to  prove  what  h  Hk  oiuf 
hearts,  to  (how  us  to  ourfclves,  and  exhibit  the  divine  charac** 
ter  and  government  in  a  juft  and  proper  light.  All  this  is 
done  with  an  exprefs  regard  to  the  folemnities  of  a  future 
(late,  and  the  unchangeable  decifions  of  a  judgment  to  come ; 
with  the  exprc&  defign  of  being  a  mean  of  curing  the  viciouf- 
nefs  of  Gur  natures,  or  prove  that  we  arc  incurable  veflels  fitted 
to  deftruAion. 

When  we  conOder  our  Rate  in  this  view,  and  ourfelves  un- 
der an  adminftrttaion  of  this  fort,  the  prefent  life  muft  cer- 
tainly appear  to  be  a  date  of  exigence  of  the  hlglieft  importance 
and  every  condition,  circumdance  and  event  in  it»  extremely 
interefting.  Living  is  a  delicate  and  momentous  bttfinefs  ; 
with  regard  to  which  tire  utmofl  attention,  the  ntmoft 
wifdom  and  vigilence  are  i^ecedTary  to  a6l  with  propriety 
and  fuccefs  in  reference  to  our  future  condition-  To  con- 
dad  in  all  fituations  in  fuch  a  manner^  as  not  to  defeat  the 
falutary  end  of  our  prefent  exiftence,  and  render  ourfelves  un- 
meet for  eternal  life.  If  thefe  confiderations  lay  with  due 
weight  on  our  minds,  what  diSerent  creatures  fliould  we  be  ! 
How  holy,  how  circumfpe«5t  in  all  our  converfation  ?  But  alas ! 
how  far  are  die  moft  from  looking  on  tlie  prefent  (late  in  this 
folcmn  manner  ?  How  far  from  governing  themfelves  in  all 
tlieir  condua  and  purfmts  by  lliefe  moft  important  viewb  ?  How 
inconfidcrately,  how  much  at  random  do  they  adk,  as  if  life 
was  of  no  confequencc,  but  was  really  a  ftate  in  which  they 
might  acl  as  they  plcafed,  without  any  hazard  to  their  eternal 
intereft  ?  But  my^brethren,  God  forbid  that  we  ibould  a<a  this 
foolifh  and  unhappy  part.  Let  tbofe  conduct  tliemfelves  in 
fuch  a  form,  and  purfue  carnal  and  prefect  pleafures,  who 
have  made  a  covenant  with  death,  and  are  at  an  agreement 
with  hell.  But  ler  us  choofe  a  wiier  condud,  and  ferioufly 
confider  the  nature  of  our  prefent  life,  and  its  relation  to 
one  tliat  is  eternal. 
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The  ihoft  ilattt  of  difiupUne  and  trial  U  m  t  grcmt  meaiart 
ttttd  in  an  eminent  degree^  admioiftered  by  idBidiye  difpenfa- 
ti«ns  in  a  thoufand  varient  forms.  Sach  difpeniktions  there- 
fore merit  a  fpecial  acteationi  and  the  nature  and  defign  of 
them  onght  to  be  continually  realized  and  kept  in  view.  This 
ought  to  be  done  in  refpeft  to  the  fufierings  and  affiidions  of 
others.  They  are  documents  to  us  of  a  very  ftriking  naturc» 
tho'  we  are  not  the  immediate  fubjeds  of  them.  ^  But  when 
we  ourfdves  are  the  fubjeds  of  affiidions,  the  call  to  this  duty 
is  then  loud  and  folemn.  Our  refledions  on  their  natttre»  ten- 
dency and  end,  ought  to  be  very  thorough  and  fetieus.  **  la 
*«  a  day  of  adverfity,  fays  the  wife  man,  confider.*'  Our  fitu- 
a^on  in  this  cafe  calls  our  attention  and  foKcitude,  that  thefe 
difpenfations  (hould  have  their  proper  eficd,  that  by  them^  and 
the  bleffing  of  God  upon  them,  we  may  be  formed  and  adap- 
ted to  the  divine  wfU  and  pleafure.  We  ought  to  imbibe  fuch 
imprefllons  by  them,  to  exercife  fuch  fenfations  and  feeh'ngs» 
as  they  are  defigned  to  produce,  fo  that  they  may  be  fuitably 
improved  for  the  glory  of  God  and  our  own  advancement  in 
the  chriftian  life.  We  ought  efpecially  to  guard  and  watch 
with  the  utmoft  care  againft  every  temper,  feeling;  and  difpo- 
iition  of  heart  in  affiidions,  or  any  effcds  of  them,  as  tend  to 
defeat  or  pervert  their  falutary  purpofe,  and  render  them  not 
only  unavailing  and  ufelefs,  but  even  pernicious  and  fatal. 

In  affiidions  there  are  two  extremes  which  have  this  tenden- 
cy, and  too  often  produce  moft  dangerous  effcds,  both  of 
which  are  mentioned  in  this  verfe.  <*  Defpife  not  thou  the 
^  chaftening  of  the  Lord,  nor  faint  when  thou  art  ribuked  of 
"  him."  This  latter  will  be  more  than  fuiBcient  for  a  fingle 
difcourie* 

Fainting  under  rebukes,  is  a  common  evil  with  the  afHided 
and  ought  to  be  confulcrcd,  well  underliood  and  duly  guarded 
againft.    The  caution  is  cot  to  faint  when  we  are  rebuked  of 

X2 


ihe  Lord.— The  word  rebuke  in  the  facred  oracles  h  u&d  t6 
cxprefs  various  -ideas.  It  is  ufed  to  ezprefs  reproof.  «  Thou 
**ihalt  in  any  wiie  rebuke  thy  neighbour,  and  not  fufier  fin 
**  upon  him."  For  reftraint,  when  God  is  prayed  to,  to  reftnun 
Satan, .  **  The  Lord  rebuke  thee,  O  Satan,  even  the  Lord 
<<  that  hath,  chofen  Jerufalem  rebuke  thee.''  For  to  filence  per« 
foiiSf  or  order  them  to  hold  tlieir  peace.  **  When  the  whole 
*^  multitude  began  to  rejoice  and  praife  God  with  a  loud  voice» 
<'  the  Pharifees  faid  to  Chrift,  Mafter,  rebuke  thy  difciples." 
For  convidions  of  (inland  brtnglog  perfons  to  repentance,  hemce 
it  was  propheded  of  Jefus,  **  That  he  (hould  rebuke  manj 
*'.people."-^For  healing  difeafes ;  our  Lord  ftands  over  Si- 
mon's wife's  mother,  <*  And  i^ebuked  the  fever ;"  and  it  is 
frequendy  employed  to  exprefs  chaftifement  and  affli£lion,  m 
in  the  words  of  our  text,  compreliending  in  it  -every  fpeciei  of 
trouble,  pain,  diftrefs,  difeafe  and  calamity^ 

The  wordytf/»/ is  ufed  likewife  to  exprefs  different  things. 
That  failure  of  the  fundions  of  animal  life,  which  brings  on 
tlie  appearance  of  death — when  <<  £fau  returned  from  the  fieM 
«  he  was  faint."  For  timidity  and  fear,  «<  All  the  inhabitants 
<<  of  the  kad  faint  bccaufe  of  you."  For  ceafing  from  a  bufi- 
nefs,  "  Faint  not  in  well  doing."  For  doubts  and  fears,  and 
milgivings  of  mind,  "  Jacob's  heart  fainted,  for  he  beUeved 
*«  them  not."  For  defpondlng  appichcnfions,  and  dejeAing 
thoughts  refpeaing  the  favour  of  God,  and  our  own  gracious 
ft  ate.  In  thefe  two  latter  fcnfes,  we  are  cautioned  againft 
fainting  in  our  text.  "  Nor  faint  A\hen  thou  art  rebuked  of 
*'  him." 

In  couH  Jcring  this  divine  exhortation,  you  will  pleafe  to 
attend  to  the  foUowing  obfervations. 

Firft,that  the  exhortation  in   t!ic  text  is  tddreffed  to  true 
<:3irillians.     Tc  fuch  who  are  in  fricndfliip  with  God,  and 
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ivbom  be  pectdiarly  loves ;  whom  he  reeetrei  and  treatis  ai 
diildren ;  and  whofe  troubles^  calamities  and  afflidionsi  whate* 
ver  they  may  think  of  them,  are  of  the  nattire  and  intemion» 
ef  parental  chaftiiements.  Thefe  are  afflidions  peculiar 
to  true  belierers.  None  but  fuch  have  a  right  to  confider 
thdr  cfiftrefles  in  the  light  of  fatherly  correAions*  With  re* 
gard  to  perlbnt  who  have  no  intereft  in  Chrift  founded  on 
a  (kving  union  to  him,  their  troubles  and  calamides  of  every 
kind  are  branches  of  the  curfeof  the  law»and  firft  fruits  of 
that  wrath  and  fiery  indignation,  which  will  be  inflidled  upon 
them  forever  if  they  die  out  of  ChrilL  But  as  the  apoftle 
coaQders  the  affiidions  of  thefe  chrilUan  Hd)rews  in  a  manner 
peculiar  to  true  faints  as  evidence  of  their  adoption  and  fbnftiipf 
hence  he  can  be  undcrftood  to  fpeak  to  none  but  fuch.  This  ap« 
plication  of  the  words-is  nece(Iary»from  their  whole  conne^on  ; 
and  the  defcription^which  (hall  be  given  of  this  funting  in  tha 
fequelf  will  only  be  juft  and  true  in  regard  to  real  chriftians* 

Secondly,  the  fainting  here  fpoken  of  cannot  be  underftood 
of  any  bodily  or  mere  animal  affedion,  but  of  that  kind  which 
refpe^s  the  ftate  of  the  (bul,  and  is  wholly  of  a  (piritual  nature* 
It  regards  the  views^  feelings,  ezercifes  and  experiences  of  tho 
keart  towards  God,  the  gofpel  of  Chrifi,  and  towards  itfelf,  its 
own  ftate  and  condition*  The  nervous  fpirits  and  and  animal 
vigour  may  fink  and  &il  under  the  weight  of  fome  greviout 
afflidions,  when  the  ftrength  of  the  mind  remains  comfortable 
and  firm.  Or  at  lead  it  is  not  affeded  in  any  confiderable  de^ 
gree  with  that  unhappy  frame  againft  which  we  are  here  ex«- 

horted.     Tlie  fainting  here  referred  to  is  not  of  a  bodily  kind. 

Thirdly,  when  we  are  exhorted  not  to  faint  under  the  dU 
vine  rebukes,  it  is  not  intended  to  warn  us  againft  a  fenfibilitjr 
of  heart  or  a  feeling  of  our  afflidlions,  confidered  either  as  na^ 
tural  evils,  or  as  inftances  of  the  difcipline  of  heaven.  Inieo» 
fibility  of  affliftions  in  the  former  vie^,  is  ftupidity  and  bra^ 


tiffinefi ;  in  the  latter,  it  is  groTs  profanity  and  irreligion. 
Such  infenfibilitjr  is  a  moft  complicated  vice,  and  an  argumenc 
of  extreme  depravity  of  heart.  When  tlierefore  we  are  ezhor  - 
ted  not  to  faint  under  rebu)ces»  the  meaning  is  not,  that  we 
ihcmld  not  feel  the  affli^on,  and  be  affected  with  it,  be  per« 
fedif  eafy  and  think  little  about  it,  or  that  we  ihonld  sot  be 
grieved,  and  pained,  and  diftrefled  with  the  fame  ;  it  is  dtfigned 
to  point  out  God's  difpleafure  at  Hn,  and  to  indicate  to  us, 
that  there  is  fomething  in  our  hearts  and  conduct  amifs,  and 
ofienfive  in  his  fight.  In  proportion  to  the  degree  of  our 
calamities,  we  ought  to  be  afife^ed  with  and  mourn  under 
them,  and  be  in  bittemefs  as  an  ingenious  child  under  the 
frowns  and  rod  of  a  kind  and  indulgent  parent  A  fuitable 
meafure  of  this  fort  of  feeling  and  affe^ion  is  not  that  fainting 
prohibited  in  our  text,  neither  has  it  a  tendency  to  produce 
this  evil  eftO^    But 

Fourthly,  It  forbids  a  defpondency  and  dcjeflion  of/bul 
Under  trying  and  amidive  difpenfations  from  God.  "  No 
^  chaftening,  faith  our  context,  for  the  prefcnt  fecmeth  to  be 
« joyous,  but  grievous,"  even  to  the  (aints  thcmfclrcs.  The 
natural  produdion  of  affllAions  is  grief,  diftrcfs  and  pain. 
Sin  gives  poignancy  to  rebukes,  and  caufes  them  to  pierce  the 
heart  in  the  moft  fcnfible  manner.  "The  (ling  ol  death  is 
««  fin ;"  fo  the  fting  of  all  afflidions  is  fin,  as  the  true  original 
fource  of  them,  and  as  the  effcd  of  God's  holy  difpleafure  and 
hatred  of  it,  and  an  evidence  of  his  inflexible  rcfolution  to  pu- 
nifli  it.  Viewing  afflidlions  therefore  in  their  procuring  caufe, 
no  comfort  can  flow  therefrom,  nothing  but  regret,  for  row 
and  repentance.  Thus  contemplating  them  in  their  fource, 
we  ought  to  mourn  and  our  hearts  be  broken  for  our  trans- 
greflions.  A  different  and  a  more  fpecial  confideration  both 
of  troubles  and  of  God  as  the  author  of  them,  is  neccffary  to 
enable  us  to  poflels  our  fouls  b  patience^  and  rejoice  in  iri« 
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bulackms.  The  Ibondatioii  of  a  blefled  confideraUcm  of  tri- 
alsy  and  fweet  fapport  and  coniblation  in  them  it  laid  h  the 
mediation  of  Jeftts  Chrift,  and  the  dodrines  of  the  glorious 
gofpel.  When  God  enables  his  people  to  view  him  in  the 
glafs  of  the  gofpelt  and  in  the  face  of  Jcfos  Chrift  and  applies 
tfaefe  Yiews  to  their  hearts,  the  unfailing  efieOs  are  peace» 
fweetnefs,  comfort  and  joy.  From  hence  ariie  to  tmt  cbriftx* 
ans  the  greateft  confolations  and  fnpports  under  the  preflinre 
of  affliAions  and  in  feafons  of  the  fevereft  trials.  And  thus 
troubles  have  been  rich  blef&ngs  to  many. 

But  alas,  there  are  too  many  inftances  of  true  chriftians 
fainting  under  rebukes,  alfo  of  the  fame  perfons  enduring  them 

at  one  feafon  and  failing  at  another.  In  the  gloominefs^  def- 
pendency  and  deJ6<ftion  of  their  fouls,  they  have  funk  under 
their  trials  and  not  fnftained  them  with  decency,  compofure, 
firmnefs,  and  humble  confidence  in  God,  to  ^hich  chxiflianity 
is  defigned  to  raife  its  fubjc^s,  and  to  which  every  true  cbrifti- 
an  ought  to  afpirc,  that  he  may  adorn  the  do6rine  of  God  his 
Saviour.  This  finking  and  defpair  of  heart  which  is  menuoned 
as  an  inftance  of  this  evil  fainting,  is  that  ftate  of  mind  ia  which 
the  chridian  abandcos  his  comfort*  refules  hope,  lofes  cond« 
dence  in  God,  and  trad  in  the  promifes  through  Jefus  Chrift* 
He  does  not  in  reality  renounce  God  and  deny  the  Saviour, 
this  no  real  chridian  will  ever  be  permitted  to  do,  but  his  heart 
is  filled  with  dreadful  miigivin^s  and  fearful  forebodings  that 
God  will  renounce,  and  have  nothing  to  do  with  fuch  a  Onner 
as  he  is ;  and  cad  him  from  his  hand  into  eternal  burnings, 
as  a  man  (hales  a  viper  from  his  hand  into  the  fire.  In  this 
apprehention  of  things  his  foul  is  caft  down,  he  dares  not  to  look 
up,  and  refufes  to  be  comforted ;  God  appears  to  him  in  the 
afRidions  of  his  providence  as  cloathed  with  terrors;  darknefs 
is  his  pavilion  and  thick  clouds  are  round  about  him.  Hence 
the  foul  beholdeth  him  not ;  he  thinks  of  him  and  is  troub* 
led.    Hl:i  dealings  with  him  wear  a  dark  and  threatening  af* 


^a:  Ms  hctrt fiunts  witKn him.  He  gim waf  to tBat  nn« 
happT  frame  of  fpirit  which  w  here  forbidden.— But  let  m  en** 
ter  a  fitde  more  particularly  into  this  gloonj  condition,  and 
obfervc, 

Fifthly,  this  fainting  onder  affli^ons  arifes  fo&etiines  from 
ignorance,  fometimes  from  wrong  views  refpeding  the  nators 
of  affliAions,  their  tendency  and  defign,  and  from  wrcMig  views 
of  God  as  the  author  of  them,  and  often  from  wrong  condo'* 
dons  which  are  drawn  from  thefe  miAaken  apprebenfions  of 
things.  Sometimes  the  trials  with  which  God  vifitb  his  owa 
people  are  exceedingly  grievous  in  their  nature,  and  attended 
with  circnmftances  that  give  them  an  ezquifite  keennefr  and 
edge.  They  come  home  to  their  hearts  in  the  moft  fenfibk 
manner.  From  the  greatnefs  of  them,  their  complicated  nature, 
their  accompanying  dreadful  peculiarities,  they  penetrate  the 
foul,  and  wound  the  fpirit.  They  fee  abundant  caufe  and 
demerit  enough  in  themfelves  and  in  their  own  condud  for 
much  worfe  treatment  from  God,  yet  they  cannot  eafily  re* 
concile  it  with  his  fpecial  love  to  them.  Their  hearts  mifgive 
them  and  they  become  diffident  as  to  their  intereft  m  that  &• 
vour  which  God  bears  to  his  own.  The  impreffion  takes  hold 
on  their  mind  that  there  is  fomething  Angular  in  their  cala- 
mities, therefore  they  cannot  help  fearing  that  all  is  wrong, 
they  cannot  rcfid  the  dark  furmife,  that  God  confiders  them 
not  a>  friends  but  as  enemies.  When  afflictions  bring  perfbns 
into  fuch  a  ftate,  they  become  defpondcnt,  they  fink,  they  faint. 
*  *  The  foirit  of  a  man  will  bear  his  infirmities,  but  a  wounded 
"  fpirit,  who  can  bear  ?"  When  God's  favour  and  friend- 
fhip,  become  queftionable  from  the  nature  of  his  difpcnfations 
towariis  them,  a  chief  ground  of  their  fupport  is  removed,  and 
more  or  ids  they  faint. 

The  apoftle  appears  to  have  a  particular  reference  to  this 
caufe  of  Minting  ander  rebukes  ia  the  enfuing  verfes,  and  he 


tl 


t3<S] 
nfiirces  liti  eaotioii  bj  this  combining  confidentioB.  "  Fcr 
*<«boin  die  Lord  \oreih  be  chafienetlii  and  Icourgetb  every 
"Coa  whom  be  reccivedi.    If  jre  endure  chadenings,  God  dca]. 
*' eth  with  j'oo  as  with  Tom  {  for  what  foa  is  fae  whom  the  Fa- 
'**therchafteneth  not?"     Faiating    implies  iaita  dillruftof 
God  and  fearful  ^prebenfioBS  that  we  are  not  in  a  Itate  of 
grace  j  the  apofile  obviates  tlus  condulion,  and  Qtows  that  it 
does  not  fellow  frais  being  nnder  great  and  grievous  affliftions. 
InAeadof  this  being  jufti  cbriQi^  ought  to  draw  a  difierent 
inference*  that  divine  lebukca  arc  rather  an  evidence  of  bis 
love  and  fatherly  care.     He  argues  that  chad  ife  men  cs  are  fo 
far  from  being  an  argument  that  we  are  not  his  children,  that 
we  are  related  to  bim  as  fuch,  and  ought  to  expeA  them.  Thole 
he  loves  he  chaftenst  Aerefore  we  ought  not  to  faiot  under  trialsf 
but  rather  view  this  conduS  on  the  part  of  heaven  as  a  mark 
cf  his  friendlhip  and  di&anE;ullhing  affeflioo.    Wc  have  much 
greater  reafoa  to  doubt,  {Ax  and  faint,  if  we  fare  fumpcuoufly     , 
every  da^i  and  continualfr float  before  gentle  gales  on  the  tide 
of  profperitir.     Hence  lelKiat  chriAians  faint  in  times  of  trou- 
ble, but  ratlier  improveilbem  for  their  encouragement  and 
comfort,  for  the  qnickening*  their  graces,  to  induce  ihem  to 
draw  nearer  to  God  and  more  firmly  to  tnift  in  their  Saviour. 
They  Ibonld  ever  remember,    "  That  tbofe  who  are  without 
**  chafti&Dunts  are  baftards    and  not    fons."    Hence  then 
when  we  are  affiled,  inClead  of  fainting)   we  (hould  receive  it 
joyfuUy,  and  improve  it  to  Qrengtlien  our  hopes,  and  encrcafe 
our  confolatioiu. 

But  here  fome  tender  confcicnce.  feme  pious  creature  may  be 
ready  to  fay,  "  My  (Iroke  h  heavier  than  my  groaning,  I  am 
(urronnded  with  calamities  on  every  Gde  and  all  darknefs  niihia, 
never  was  forrow  like  nnto  my  forrow,  opprefled  beyond  mea- 
fiite  and  God  has  forfaken  me  i  be  is  teftifying  his  wrath  for  , 
my  fins,  and  there  is  no  hope,  nor  help,  nor  deliverance  for 
me.'*    But,  O  fainting  chrifUan,  recoiled  ,the  affli<3ions  of 


Job.  No  men  man  eirer  ibftred  fo  much  i  tad  lAn  gtve  « 
twinging  edge  to  all  his  painst  Ood  hid  his  face  frwrn  him. 
Hence  he  pours  forth  that  plaintive  heart*aflfe^&ig  wiflis  **  O 
« that  it  were  with  me  as  in  days  pad !''  Let  all  fuch  unitate 
the  example  of  the  Pialmtft  in  their  diftrdTes,  and  iky  with  hinit 
*^  Why  art  thoa  caft  downy  O  my  foal  ?^wfay  art  thoa  di(qai« 
**  eted  within  me  ?  Hope  thou  in  God  for  I  (hall  yet  praift 
<<  him  for  the  help  of  his  countenance.  O  my  God»  my  font 
<<  is  caft  down  within  rae :  I  will  cry  unto  God  my  rocki^wfay 
**  baft  thou  forfaken  me  ?— why  go  I  mourning  becanfe  of 
•*  oppreflion  ?'* 

But  it  is  time  I  fhonld  dofe  this  mournful  theme  widi  s 
reflexion  or  two. 


Firfty  this  doArine  will  afford  no  argument  for  any  to 
dude,  merely  becaufe  they  meet  with  many  troublesy  loflesy  and 
difappointments»  that  therefore  they,  are  the  children  of  God* 
As  well  might  a  man  conclude  him^f  to  be  a  true  chriftian» 
when  reproached  by  the  world,  beclufe  a  woe  is  denoiuicecl 
againft  thofe  of  whom  every  one  fpcaks  well.  A  perfon  may 
be  evily  fpoken  of»  and  outrageoufly  reviled  and  Handered^ 
witliout  a  fpice  of  religion  in  his  heart ;  fo  perfons  may  be  the 
fubje(fls  of  the  moft  tormenting  affli<^ions,  and  be  made  to 
gnaA  their  teeth  with  angui(h  and  excruciating  pain,  without 
any  real  piety  in  their  fouk.  Therefore  to  fuppofe  ourfelves 
the  favorites  of  heaven  merely  from  the  exttemity  ofouraflUc* 
tlons,  is  both  ftupid  and  abfurd.  Noy^my  brethren,  a£Ii<51ions 
no  Icfs  than  the  gofpel  may  be  a  favour  of  death  unto  death. 

They  may  be  the  operations  of  an  incenfed  judge,  and  not  the 
corredlions  of  a  merciful  father.  It  is  the  fruits  produced  by 
them,  which  mud  determine  whetlier  they  are  of  the  one  kind 
or  the  other.  Hence  we  cannot  decide  upon  our  ftate  Godward 
by  all  the  good  or  evil  which  is  before  us  ;  by  all  the  profperi* 
ty  we  enjoy,  or  adverfity  we  fuffer.  Therefore  let  none  take 
comfort  merely  from  troubles,  that  they  are  the  friends  of 
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iQol.  "Burecre  imay  odier  tUngs  dIenfiaBf  necdBkiy  tA 
itatm  a  Kligious  chanifter  befides  tribulations.  What  tkofe 
ifiiigt  ar€»  neither  tine  aor  my  prefeat  filan  admit  now  of  an 
icaqniiT. 

Secondly*  we  are  liere  tangbt  that  fiinfiificd  afRidKons  are  to 
be  aoaibered  by  die  fiiims  among  their  great  blcffings.    Hence 
lays  the  Pfidmift,  «  It  was  good  for  me  to  have  been  afflic- 
**  ted.'*    He  knew  by  experience  they  had  been  ofefbl  to  hina» 
mad  pcofitable  to  his  fpiritnal  interefis.    And  the  apoftle 
'fiffinns*  diat  **  They  yield  the  peaceable  fruits  of  nghteonf* 
"^  nefs  to  them  that  are  tried  thereby.**     Thus  troubles  pro- 
perly coafidered  and  improved,  exhibit  the  goodnefs,  mercy 
and  loving  kmdneis  of  God  to  his  people.     Yes,  ikys  the  poor 
^efted  chriftian»  ^<  If  I  could  know  that  my  afflidions  were 
(anaifiedio  me,  then  could  Irqoice  in  them  and  praife  andbleft 
Ood  for  themi  but  how  (hall  I  know  Ais  to  be  the  cafe  V*  It  is 
much  eafierto  defcnbe  (andified  afflidion*  than  to  experience 
iCy  or  for  fainting  fouls  to  derive  cofolatian  therefrom.     For 
the  prefent  uke  this  account  herec^.    Afflidions  are  fanc« 
tified  or  prove  a  bleffing,  when  they  awaken  ns  to  a  greater 
attention  to  God,  to  Jefus  Chrift,  to  divine  things,  to  holy 
meditations,  felf  examination  ;  when  they  diipofe  us  to  the 
exercifes  of  mourning  for  fin,  renewed  ads  of  faith,  felf  dedi« 
cation,  humility,  patience,  (ubmiflion  ;  when  they  fhow  ns 
the  empdnefs  and  unfatisfadory  nature  of  the  world,  wean  us 
from  it,  raife  our  hearts  to  tilings  above,  and  caufc  us  to  long 
and  breathe  more  after  the  ccleftial  reft.     Such  things  as  thcfc 
are  fure  evidences  of  fandified  troubles  ;  hence  the  chriftian 
in  affiiaion  (hould  call  to  mind  the  former  years  of  the  right 
hand  of  the  Lord,  to  remember  God  from  the  land  of  Jordon 
and  of  the  Hermonius,  and  the  hal  Mizar.    Thus  true  grace 
may  be  improved  and  cultivated  by  chaftifcments  and  inftcad  of 
fainting,  chriaiaas  ought  to  gain  ftrength  and  grow  hereby- 
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Thtj.  are  employed  by  Ckid  for  die  curiag  oF  cor  Ipifitiiali 

'  xnelodies,  oar  pride,  worldly  mindednefsy  carnality  &c.  henoe 
believers  inftead  of  f^yingf  or  thinking*  the  Lord  hath  written 
bitter  things  againfl;  themi  fhould  rejoice  and  be  thankful  for 
the  fcYereO;  difpenfations  of  providence,  that  form  them  to 
jnpre  meeknefs  and  gentlenefs*  more  humility  and  fdf  denial, 
duty  and  addi£tednefs  to  God,  in  one.  word,  tamore  meetnefs 
for  his  fervice  and  for  glory.. 

'  Let  thefe  condderations  comfort  mourners  in  Zion.  May 
the  Lord  hear  them  in  the  day  of  trouble.  Alvt^ys  remem- 
ber/0  chriftiani  not  to  faiat  when  thou,  arc  rebuked  of.  God; 


C  vsl 

*]&te  comfortable*  Wer6  it  not  for  tbis,  none  could  enjoy 
•themfclvcsoranjr  ofthebleflingsof  life.  They  would  roam 
•ffarough  theeaxth  liko  vagabonds  and  fclnds,  utterly  deftitute 
of  every  grain  of  comfort^  and  full  of  mifery  and  wrctchednefs. 

As  to  eternal  death  it  is  only  the  continuance  and  completion 
of  fpiritual  death.     It  is  not  any  thing  different  in  kindj  but 
tlie  end  and  confummation  of  it.     The  leading  difference  is 
this*,  there  is  no  reftraining  or  common  grace  m  hell.     There 
the  natural  principles  and  habits  of  iin  are  fuffered  to  operate 
to  the  utmoft  without  limitation.    A  terrible  and  an  awakened 
fenfc  of  the  wrath  of  God  is  impreifed  on  the  foul.     A  perfe<ft 
and  abfolute  defpair  of  any  change  in  their  condition  attends 
them.     Unfpeakable  anguilh  arifing  from  reflexions  on  their 
xiegle«ft  of  former  feafons  and  opportunities  of  efcaping  that 
place  of  torment,  gnaw  like  vultures  upon  their  heart  firings. 
And  what  unknown  fprinj»s  of  mifery,  that  hath'not  entered  in- 
to the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  or  imagine,  remain  behind,  no- 
thing but  natural  death  can  reveal.— Now  when  it  is  faid  dcalh 
us  tlic  wages  of  fin,  the  term  muft  be  taken  in  its  utmnfl  extent ; 
and  in  this  latitude  it  is  clearly  held  forth  to  us  in   the  holy 
fcriptures. 

I  haften. 

Secondly,  to  confider  what  the  apoftle  means  v.I.tn  he 
leprefcnts  death  the  wages  of  fm. 

There  is  an  obvious  allufion  in  this  plirafe  to  the  rev.ird 
wliich  is  due  by  contract  to  a  perfon  for  a  certain  \vc»ik"  oi 
bufmefs  performed  by  him.  This  fum  or  corapenfaurn  i:. 
ftiled  wages,  between  which  and  the  budnefs  performed  ihcrc  is 
reckoned  fome  proportion  ;  Co  that  the  wages  are  d-fcmcd  a? 
equivalent  for  die  labour,  time,  and  (kill  of  t'lc  perform. i. 
Tkiics  this  fum  is  bis  right  aciordin^  the  :v.Vs  cf  ejii'v  '^v  j 


toU  A  Adff  iilifK  ivooM  be  &e  efite  of  finriifebedknce  ia 
•ati&g  the  fbrbiddeii  frnit^  he  fiiys,  **  In  the  day  them  eateff 
^  thcieof,  thoa  Aalc  forely  die."  The  e^ent  (hows  us,  the 
lofsof  his  then  happy  ikuation  was  one  thing  intended  inr 
the  threatning ;  for  baniflment  from  Paradiie  iflunediately 
tnfned*  The  erentaUaAows,  that  he  not  only  kfthis  hajn 
pinefsy  bat  that  he  tnftastly  became  mifcraUe  ;  he  felt  himlelf 
fall  of  conflernatmn  and*  diArels,  coirered  ^th  ftasne  9  he 
knew  not  what  to  do  or  where  to  iy  ;  all  horror  within  and 
terror  withnnt }  afiaid  of  Go^  he  endeavoared  to  conceal 
IiinDifelf.  That  when  the  apoftle  m  the  New-Teftamentf  men' 
tions  the  confeqaences  of  {in»  he  ufually  employs  the  term 
death  :  **  If  ye  lire  after  the  flefh,  ye  (hall  die.  By  one  man'r 
^  ofience  death  reigned  f  to  be  carnally  minded  is  death  ;  and 
^  in  our  text  the  wages  of  fm  is  death/'     All  will  readily  al- 

lo\7  that  a  ftate  of  raifery  and  wretehednefs  is  figtuBcd  by 
this  term. 

Death  in  the  fcnpfores  is  nfed  Co  expilirs-rhree  thlngSy  hence* 
it  is  commonly  diftingoifhed  into  three  kinds,  natora],  fpiritn-^ 
al,  and  eternal  death.  Natural  death  ftriflly  coniidered^  i^ 
the  diilbladon  of  the  fotil  and  body  ;  I'o  that  the  body  retams- 
to  daft  from  whence  it  fprung,  and  the  foul  io  God,  as  its^ 
more  inmiediate  author  and  final  judge. 

For  underftanding  fpiritual  deatli  the  following  remarks 
mull  be  obferved. 

When  man  was  originally  created  by  God,  he  was  formecf 
with  two  kinds  of  pnnciples>  efTentfally  diilinA  the  one  from 
the  other,  which  principles  are  ftilcd,  natural  and  moral,  or 
holy.  Natural  principles  are  fach  as  belong  to  the  very  con- . 
ilitution  of  the  foul,  form  its  elfence  and  cannot  be  Icparated 
from  it.  They  cannot  bccxtingnifbed  but  by  the  extin<flion  of 
the  foul  itfeir>  fuch  as  underftunding,  willy  and  affe<ftioDs.     To 
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Atfe  were  firjieraddcd  mtftlier  Hod  ttpfyiSpigii  wUltlj  0H7 
be  called  moral  or  holy.  TbHe  do  not  behng  to  the  fiifel  fb 
•1  to  be  >  aceellarf  rdalt  of  id  exiSence ;  tfaefa  u«  fepanUe 
from  it  \rithout  the  dcftroflion  Of  its  being,  lie  fam  of  thefe 
principles  ti  a  rupreme  love  tA  God,  and  a  benevolent  temper 
tnwardi  tbc  whole  fiunilf  of  maflUnd.  ■  cBfpofitknto  prefer 
Ood  Aere  »tl,  and  to  promote  the  feficity  of  Ifii  Mhv  crea> 
tores.  Thefe  do  not  eilentiaUy  pertain  to  the  nature  of  man* 
fcat  man  maft  and  does  exiQwheh  th^  are  become  extipft. 
Thtj  (eem  as  if  thef  depended  opon  the  inunediate  commn- 
nications  of  God,  and  tlie  inhabitation  of  the  H0I7  Ghoft. 
By  thefe  holy  principles)  an  intercoorfe  and  communion  11 
maintained  between  the  creatare  and  the  Creator.  Where 
the  fpirit  of  God  dwells,  there  is  commooion  with  God,  dier« 
is  holinefs  and  a  fnpreiDe  aficAion  to  hiih<  AH  hit  natural 
principles,  bis  wilt,  paflioas  and  appetites,  are  iBbordinated  to 
tlic  will  and  ple-afure  of  God  i  and  in  thefe  things  coolilU 
nan's  fpiritual  life.  While  theJe  retain  their  power  and  do- 
mimon,  harmony,  peace,  order  and  happioefs  will  |nerait 
in  tho£>uL 

In  theft  prtrciples  rhiefly  confiSs  the  hnage  of  God, 
knowledge.  righieourne(s  and  IioKnefi  with  which  man  wag 
at  fitft  created.  And  in  (he  lols  of  thefe  conlifli  IpiritUal 
death.  As  loon  as  unhappy  man  bad  committed  the  prohibited 
deed)  and  dilbbcyed,  Gbd  ludookhioi,  1I1C  fpirit  rclinquitlied 
his  habitation,  and  all  thde  holy  principle*  became  extioft, 
and  all  the  glor>'  and  excellency  of  man  departed  from  him. 
hence  no  principles  remained  itt  the  find,  fare  thoie  which 
were  natural,  the  others  were  utterly  loft.  Hence  he  became 
wholly  dcpraTed  ;  nothing  in  his  heart  btit  fin  and  corrup- 
tion, and  nothing  in  hit  life  bot  vice  and  dilbrder.  Thus  man 
is  lollantlisfpiritualty  dead.  He  it  now  dead  in  trefpafiet 
and  Hns. 


Thu-rtewofttttterittflufaes  fttoMy  wfaeredhconfiblih* 
corruption  of  bumin  tiatare  ;  inibnns  us  of  the  fource  of  all' 
the  immoralityt  wrctcbedoefsyrttinuid  inbappinefi  with  which 
our  goilty  world  is  filled.  Thit  is  the  fountain  fron  whence 
flow  all  the  wars,  fickneflecy.painsiCODfufionsy  defolation  and 
deftrn6fcion»  all  the  outrage^  rdbberietand  murders^' which  a- 
bound  in  all  lands*  This  u  now  the  charader  of  miftrabfe 
man  bj  nature,  and  of  ^11  revolted  beings.  In  this  way  W9 
can  account  for  all  the  envy,  malice,  hatred,  and  injuries  of  na- 
nuiSbered  forms  which  prevail  among  mankind,  and  the  wick* 
ednefii  rebellion  and  oppofition  every  where  manifefted  againit 
GodJVThere  is  no  occafion  to  fuppoTe  bad  principles  infidecf 
into  the  foul,  to  folve  all  the  appearances  of  iniquity^  folly,  er- 
ror, ddnfion,  fuperftition  and  madnefi,  every  where  beheld. 
The  abfence  of  good  principles,  the  withdrawment  of  the  Spirit 
of  God  from  the  heart,  will  pcrfeAly  account  for  every  fpecies 
and  degree  of  diforder  and  wickednefs  in  earth  and  hell.  Spi^ 
ritual  death  therefore  confifts  in  the  lofs  of  the  image  of  God^ 
and  of  thofe  holy  principles  and  diipofitions  in  which  man  was 
originally  created.  But  as  God  defigned  from  all  eternity  ta 
difplay  his  Godhead  and  perfedions  in  the   falvation  of  many 

of  the  human  race,  there  are  wonderful   manifcftadons    of 
rcilrainiug  grace  abounding  to  all  the  children   of  men,   to 
Jtws  and  Gentiles,  Pagans  and  ChrilVians  ;  none  arc  exempted 
tioin  tills  InH.iciice  ;  and  this  is  the  caufe  of  the  little  regulari- 
•i.y,  ordvF,  government,  morality,  friendfliip,  fociability,   peace 
iUiJ  comfort  there  is  in  the  world.     This  rcftraining  grace  is  oC 
high  importance  uhilc  l^od  is  cariying  on  the  falvation  of  his 
people.     If  God  wcie  to  withhold  all  reftraints   of  his  grace, 
chis  earth  would  become  a  pcifed  hell ;  tlie  world  would   be 
t'uU  of  the  fame  coniulion,  outrage  and  horror  which  reign 
there.     Befides  God  beftows  innumerable  blcllings  on    man- 
kind, even  on  the  veflels  of  wrath  fitted  for  deftru Jllon,    which 
by  means  of  his  rellraining,  or  what  is  often  called  common 
gruce,  the  lives  of  the  moft   reprob  ate  arc  rendered  in  a  mea- 


•fite  comfortable*  Wot  it  not  for  tbis,  none  could  enjoy 
itfaemfelves  or  any  of  the  blefllngs  of  life.  They  would  roam 
through  theeaxth  liko  vagabonds  and  feindsi  utterly  defticute 
of  every  grain  of  comfort^  and  full  of  mifery  and  wretchedneis. 

As  to  eternal  death  it  is  only  the  continuance  and  completion 
of  fpiritual  death.     It  is  not  any  thing  different  in  kind^  but 
tlie  end  and  confummation  of  it.     The  leading  difference  is 
this,  there  is  no  reftraining  x>r  common  grace  in  helL     There 
the  natural  principles  and  habits  of  fin  are  fu&red  to  operate 
to  the  utmoft  without  limitation.    A  terrible  and  an  awakened 
fenfe  of  the  wrath  of  God  is  impreiTcd  on  the  foul.     A  perfect 
and  abfolute  defpair  of  any  change  in  their  condition  attends 
them.     Unfpeakable  anguilh  arifing  from  reflexions  on  their 
xiegle«5l  of  former  feafons  and  opportunities  of  efcaping  that 
place  of  torment,  gnaw  like  vultures  upon  their  heart  firings. 
And  what  unknown  fprinj»s  of  mifery,  that  haA'not  entered  in- 
to the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  or  imagine,  remain  behind,  no- 
thing but  natural  death  can  reveal. — Now  when  it  is  faid  dcaih 
us  the  wages  of  fin,  the  term  mufi  be  taken  in  its  utmoft  extent ; 
and  in  this  latitude  it  is  clearly  held  forth  to  us  in  tlic  holy 
fcriptures. 

I  haften. 

Secondly,  to  confider  what  the  apoftle  means  v.htn  he 
reprefents  death  the  wages  of  fin. 

There  is  an  obvious  allufioQ  in  this  phrafe  to  the  reward 
which  is  due  by  contract  to  a  perfon  for  a  certain  work'  oi 
bufinefs  performed  by  him.  This  fum  or  corapenfailon  i-. 
ftiled  wages,  between  which  and  the  bufinefs  performed  there  is 
reckoned  fomc  proportion  ;  Co  that  the  wages  are  dt'cmcd  a? 
equivalent  for  die  labour,  time,  and  (kill  of  tlie  performLi. 
Hence  tins  fum  is  bis  right  ac«ordiii^  the  iv.hs  of  C']uity  nr  j 


temponcl  deatht  is  the  jaft  wages  of  fin.  This  inference  l§ 
madt  with  a  peculiar  view  to  remove  the  reproaches  which  are 
cad  upon  the  do^ine  of  original  fin.  The  enemies  of  fhl* 
truth  leprefent  its  votaries  as  damning  all  infants  dying  in  in- 
fancy. But  nothing  can  he  more  unfounded,  cenforious,  and 
unjufl.  We  fiy  that  infants  as  well  as  others  are  liable  to  xhc 
pains  of  hell  forever,  and  they  can  be  faved  in  no  other  way, 
and  on  no  other  plan,  than  thro'  the  covenant  of  grace  by  the 
atonement  and  rightcousncfs  of  Chrift.  We  are  not  afraid  to 
affcrt  that  the  maintaincrs  of  the  contrary  dodfrine,  render  the 
cafe  of  all  infants  abfolately  hopelefs,  by  excluding  them  from 
the  benefits  of  Chrift*t  redemption.  He  came  to  favc  the  loft, 
the  finful  and  guilty,  and  if  infants  fall  not  under  this  chara^Nfr, 
the  compaflionaie  Jefus,  who  teok  them  in  his  arms  and  blefled 
ihem,  is  not  tlieifr  favioar.  They  muk  tax  our  Lord  with 
great  weak  nefs  and  folly  in  blefling  them,  when  they  needed  it 
not,  neither  could  it  be  beneficial  to  them.  We  are  aflured 
from  the  fcriptures,  that  all  who  are  f2\'ed,  are  faved  by  Jefus 
Chrifi,  and  fuch  who  are  not  faved  by  him,  muft  eternally  pe- 
rifli.  Who  now  exhibit  the  jrreateft  charity  for  children,  the 
believers  of  the  doArine  of  original  fin,  or  the  reje&ers  of 

it? 

Thirdly,  we  here  learn,  how  awful  a  thing  it  is  to  be  a  fmner. 
The  wages  of  fin  is  death,  temporal,  fpiritual,  and  eternal. 
It  is  tremendous  beyond  expreflion,  beyond  conception.  No 
perfon  can  have  a  juft  idea  or  an  adequate  fenfe  of  it,  oa  this 
fide  of  evcrlafting  burnings.  Many  have  had  fuch  tormenting 
apprchcnfens  of  their  ftate,  as  have  drunk  up  their  fpirits  and 
confumed  their  ftrength ;  have  roared  thro'  the  unutntcraWe 
anguifii  and  difquietudc  of  their  minds,  on  account  of  their 
fms.  The  grant  of  the  world,  with  all  its  hoafied  friends  of 
wealth  and  blifs,  could  not  yitld  the  lllghteft  relief  How 
wounding  have  b^n  tlie  groans  and  cries  of  many  undfjrapier- 
cing  fenfe  of  their  guilt?    So  awfnl  a  thing  did   it  appear  to 


diHBn  be  a  finnn-i  fo  penetrating  an  cri)  ma  fin.  Such  peT' 
tms  do'not  OTerrate  tfae  malignaocy  of  fin.  If  anj  indulge 
(nch  SL  thought,  the^  will  find  tbemr«lTei  miftakcn  here  or 
hereafter.  Behold  the  diltrefs  andoiifery  of  our  innocent  Lord 
who  was  only  ImpnUtiTely  guilty  j  had  no  ftinp  of  confdencc, 
fuSering  merely  for  the  iniquitiet  of  otheii ;  "  My  fool*  fiiya 
**  he  is  exceeding  forrowfnl,  even  unto  death."  His  agony 
Tffas  fuch  at  <lill(>lved  the  crafis  of  his  blood,  prefled  it  thro'  ereiy 
porC)  and  caofed  his  fweat  to  be  as  great  drops  of  blood  faUin^ 
to  the  ground.  It  may  be  faJd,  he  bore  the  guilt  of  nillioai* 
True,  bat  he  was  more  able  to  fbftain  the  guilt  of  the  whole 
^len  race,  than  a  man  to  bear  the  full  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  a 
fingle  tranrgreflian.  If  God  were  to  open  tbe  ejet  of  a  perfon  of 
the  firmeft  nervec  to  fee  what  it  is  to  be  a  finner,  to  tmpreli  «i 
his  confcience  a  futtable  fenfe  thereof)  it  would  prt>Tc  too  muA 
for  him,  and  perhaps  dilTolve  his  frame,  unlefi  fapponed  bf 
divine  aid  in  an  extraordinary  masoer.  And  yet  what  a  li^ic 
thing  is  it  with  many;  it  hardly  enters  into  thdr  thoughts; 
they  eat,  and  diink,  and  fleep,  psrfue  their  bufiafft  or  araob- 
ments,  without  the  leaAirkfome  refleflion  upon  thctr  condition, 
tho'  daily  committing  the  abominable  thing  which  God's  heart 
hates,  bis  law  condemns,  and  liis  joAice  will  certainly  teTcnge. 
Pray,  my  brethren,  is  not  this  the  cafe  with  oumben  of  yon, 
that  you  are  yet  in  yuur  fins,  no  intereft  in  the  favour  of  God. 
no  union  to  Chrift  ?  Your  Itate  is  dreadful  indeed,  and  yonr 
(lupidity  and  infenfibility  renders  it  litll  more  dangerons.  Were 
God  to  open  your  eyes  to  fee  your  condition  as  it  is,  all  tbe  an- 
ge^ia  heaven  couldnotgireyoupeacewcrethey  to  onitetbdr 
nt  mo  it  efforts.  Heonlywho  woundscanbeaL  O  finneri)  remem- 
ber  thjt  there  is  balm  in  Gilead,  and  that  tliere  is  a  phyficiaa 
there.  Remember,  that  Chrift  came  not  to  call  the  righteous, 
but  Tinners  Co  repentance.  And  this  day  he  is  calling  upon  joa 
by  Ihowing  you  th-<it  the  wages  of  fin  is  death  i  Wherefore  be 
warned,  be  entreated,  be  penuaded  to  break  off  your  fins  by  re, 
pentance,  and  turn  unto  ihe  Lord  with  Toor  whole  heart ,  flee 
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into  the  open  arms  of  a  bleeding  Saviour  who  is  wooing  jDutiy 
everir  moving  and  tender  conflderation ;  who  is  prefCng  yoa  bf 
all  the  felicities  of  heaven,  and  all  the  terrors  of  eternal  deatii, 
1  leave  yon  to  God  with  this  frequent  requefty  that  you  would 
confider  your  ways. 

Allow  me  to  doie  the  fubjed  in  a  fentence  or  twa  to  thofe 
vrho  hope  thro'  the  riches  of  free  grace  :  You  have  experienced 
a  jdeliverance  from  the  power  and  guilt  of  your  fins.  **  Blef. 
**  fed  is  the  Joan  to  whom  the  Lord  impateth  not  iniquity."  O 
live  to  the  honor  of  that  Saviour  who  haspur(;/iaied  yoa  with 
hisvioft  precious  blood*  How  unfpeakable  a  bk(EnK  is  the  gift 
of  Jefus  Chrift  unto  die  world.  Remember,  O  bdievcr*  beit- 
your  life»  he  is  your  deliverer  from  death  in  all  its  fbrou^ 
Praife  him*  let  all  the  people  praife  him* 


SERMON    XXXIV. 


Eternal  life  thefre^  ^Jt  imagindile. 


Sut  th  gift  of  God  i,  tenml  lifi  tin'  Jiftt 
Chrijl  ear  Lord. 


EVERY  one  obrerves  at  fird  llafh,  Ae  oppufis'on  between 
the  pans  of  this  verfe.  "Thi  w-jgn  of  Gn  is  death,  but  the 
**  gift  of  God  iseumal  life  thro'  Jefu*  Chrift  oor  Lord,"  If 
a  clofe  attention  be  applied,  it  will  eaGlf  be  perceived,  that  this 
oppofitioa  isof  a  peculiar  fort.  Not  what  impaired  an J  cor- 
rupted reafon  would  fugged,  nor  what  its  Yoiarici  can  well 
digeft.  The  way  of  eipreilicig  things  here  is  not  agreeable  to 
the  notions  of  natural  men,  or  a  blinded  underftanding  with 
rei'peft  to  religion.  It  is  f.tfc&^y  agreeable  to  the  nature  of 
things,  and  the  ideas  of  reli;;ion  which  chriftianttj  eihihitj. 
With  rcfpedt  to  acceptance  wiih  God  and  eternal  life,  the  ideas 
which  it  gives  us,  farm  a  ftrong  oppofition  to  every  thing 
conceived  by  carnal  reafon.  Hence  is  that  ftrangc  cciunfel  of 
the  apofttc  to  thofe  who  r^}ff\  chrilHaniry,  becaule  its  i.-.ilcui.: 
tions  in  regard  to  accspUr.:;   wi'h  GjJ,   are  Pj  coiii::iiy  tj 


thofe  taught  by  darkened  reafon.  "  If  any  man  among  jwol 
**  feemetb  to  be  wife  in  this  world,  let  him  become  a  fool  that 
^  he  may  be  wife.*'  This  is  the  moft  wonderful  precept  tha^ 
can  be  conceived  by  an  unenlightened  mind.  Therefore  it  is 
m  the  month  of  every  infidel,  that  the  gofpel  teaches,  <*To 
**  be  wife  yon  muft  become  a  fool."  However  ridiculed  and 
defpifed  by  the  world  this  advice  may  be,  there  is  not  a  more 
certain  truth  in  all  the  bible.  He  who  would  become  religi- 
ons, muft  renounce  his  flefhy  wifdom,  his  own  pride,  vain 
conceit  aad  wickednefs,  which  every  where  is  juftly  ftiled  fodl- 
ifhnefs,  in  order  to  imbibe  that  wifdom  which  comes  from 
above,  or  the  religion  of  the  goQiel.  Upon  this  principle  it  b 
fiud,  **  The  wifdom  of  the  world  is  fooliflinefs  with  God.'*    It 

is  the  neceflity  of  this  facrifice,  and  the  difficulty  for  men  of 
the  worid  to  make  it,  that  it  is  declared,  «  Not  many  wife  men 
**  after  the  fleih,  not  many  mighty,  not  many  noble  are  called.** 
But  let  us  not  depart  from  our  text. 

Had  any  one  who  undcrftood  chriftianity  differently  from 
the  apoftle  been  writing  upon  this  fubjeA,  how  widely  differ- 
ent would  the  antithefis  or  the  contrail  be  ?  The  verfe  would 
run  thus,  "  The  wages  of  fm  is  death,  but  the  wages  of  virtue 
**  and  righteoufnefs  is  eternal  life."  It  is  hard  for  the  pride 
of  man  to  receive  falvation  as  a  free  gift ;  they  would  much 
rather  obtain  it  by  their  own  imaginary  virtue  or  fuppofed 
good  works.  Hence  the  world  clamours  againft  falvation  by 
free  and  fovereign  grace.  They  load  it  with  reproaches  as 
tending  to  licentiouinefs,  and  excluding  perfonal  religion  and 
righteoufnefs.  They  vainly  fancy  there  can  be  no  other  fpring 
of  obedience  to  God  only  felf-love ;  lb  that  in  their  opinion,  if 
you  weaken  this  principle  by  afTuring  the  foul  of  falvation  by 
the  obedience  of  another,  you  deftroy  the  foundations  of  all 
virtue  and  goodnefs.  And  tliis  lies  at  the  bottom  of  the  heart 
of  every  fecure  finncr,  if  God  will  uot  allow  a  fiutable  confide- 
ration  for  hib  ferviccs,  he  will  not  perform  any.     And  another 
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Aing  may  be  bere  obfenred,  that  the  fiiiner  clumsa  tight  to 
make  both  fides  of  tlie  coatrad  ;  he  muft  have  faWation  for 
his  fervice,  and  he  efliznates  his  fervice  fo  highly  vahiabley 
that  a  little  of  it  will  anfiver.  Thus  it  is  very  remarkable* 
chat  they  uho  cxped  heaven  for  tlieir  works,  cotnmooly  per- 
form the  lead. 

Some  will  pay  fuch  a  deference  to  chridianity,  as  to  pro* 
fefs  to  receive  the  reward  of  eternal  life  through  Jefus  Chrid. 
They  think  his  mediation  is  neceflaryy  that  by  it  their  obedi- 
ence now  becomes  fo  excellent  and  worthy,  as  gives  them  a 
title  to  everlafting  felicity.    Their  meaning  feems  to  be,  that 

by  the  humiliation  and  fuSerings  of  the  Son  of  God,  a  wayic 

opened  to  obtain  falvation  by  their  own  ferious  endeavours* 

reformation  and  good  lives.    And  thefe  will  grant  that  eter* 

nal  life  is  fomething  more  than  they  flri6tly  defervci  yet  it 

would  be  hard  and  very  unjufl  in  God  to  exclude  them  from 

heaven,  or  cad  them  oS  at  the  lad  day.     But  I  hope,  my 

brethren,  you  have  not  in  this  manner  learned  the  do^ines  of 

Chrid.     You  obferve,  that  the  apofiolic  aiTertion  is,  that  eur> 

nal  life  is  folcly  the  gift  of  God,  wholly  and  independently 

of  free  grace,  through  Jefus  Chrid  our  Lord.— It  is  evident 

the  paflage  before  us  leads  to  three  enquiries* 

Fird,  what  is  meant  by  eternal  life* 

Secondly,  how  it  is  thq^gift  of  God. 

Thirdly,  how  it  is  thegift  of  God  through  Jcfiis  Chrift  onr 
Lord.— As  to  the 

Fird,  eternal  life  is  the  counterpart  of  ctern.»l  death.  They 
(land  in  direft  oppofition  to  each  other.  As  we  have  already 
explained  death  as  ufcd  in  the  facrcd  oracles,  and  have  found 

••3 


that  ettmal  death  intends  a  ftate  of  perfefl  mi{eryi  fo  we  fluA 
find  that  eternal  life  is  defcriptive  of  a  (late  of  perfed  feli- 
city.    This  ftate  confifts  of  two  great  branches. 

The  firft  is  a  freedom  from  every  thing  that  can  create  uneafi- 
nefsy  or  give  di(lurl>aQcei  either  from  within  or  from  without. 
Some  may  be  ready  to  imagine,  that  this  condition  is  abun- 
dantly fufficient  to  place  mankind  in  a  ftate  of  complete  hap* 
pinefs.  It  is  true,  that  the  removal  of  every  thing,  which 
produces  uneadnefs  is  a  great  deal.  But  freedom  from  psun* 
mifcry,  diftrefs  and  wretchednefs,  is  far  from  being  an  ade- 
quate foundation  for  felicity.  The  reafon  is  that  all  mankind 
are  empty  and  infufficient  creatures  in  their  own  natnrv. 
They  have  no  inherent,  independent  fund  of  blifs  and  enjoy- 
tnent  ;  hence  they  cannot  be  ihtisficd  from  themfelves.  God 
is  the  only  fclf-fufficicnt  being,  his  happinefs  is  independent 
.and  fclf  originate.  He  depends  on  none,  either  for  his  cx- 
iftence  or  felicity.  The  fprings  or  funds  hereof  are  inherent 
in  his  nature.     They  are  infinite  and  inexhauftible.     But  the 

being  ^nd  happinefs  of  all  creatures  :s  very  different  here- 
from. They  are  dependent  and  derived.  They  have  neither 
fpiing  nor  fountain  hereof  in  themfelves  ;  but  every  thing  they 
have  and  arc.  Is  communicated  from  another.  That  Beings 
whofc  goodrefs  and  excellency  is  from  himfclf,  his  happinefs 
is  from  himfclf  alfo.  lie  wJio  Is  independent  in  fo  e/Iential  a. 
reiped  as  Ms  goodnefs  and  virtue,  muil  furely  be  independent 
in  regard  to  his  happinefb. 

A  mere  freedom  therefore  from  pain,  mifery,  uneafincfs 
anii  diftrefs,  external  and  internal,  is  no  gronnd  of  pofitive 
felicity.  This  is  the  notion  many  entertain  of  the  happinefii 
of  heaven.  All  their  folicitnde  about  falvation  in  their  moll 
iVpous  moments,  is  only  how  they  may  efcape  hell.  Could 
abfolute  affarance  be  given  to  tlie  moft,  that  they  fhould  not  go 
to  mifery,  that  they  (hould  not  be  tormented  in  unquenchable 
fire  forever,  their  hearts  would  be  at  perfc(5l  reft  ;  they  have 
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ncr  Other  conception  of  faWacion,  only  to  efcaptf  everlaftSngr 
Mnungs.  Whereas  this  is  the  Icail  patt  of  tl^at  ialvi^on.'i 
tRe  gofpel  propofcs  to  us,  and  confers  upoqrall  them  who  be* 

Itere.     It  is  the  leaft  branch  of  that  happinefs  which  is  the 
deiire,  purfuit  and  hope,  of  real  chriftians.    The  hope  and  de» 
fire  of  the  true  chnftian,  is  not  merely  the  aToidance  of  mifery^ . 
but  the  attainment  of  blifs;  not  onlf  a  deliverance  from  na* 
tura]  evil,  but  die  poirefficn  offpiritual  good«.    It  is  readil;.-- 
granted,  that  to  avoid  hell,  is  a  proper  concern  of  every  one  ; 
but  if  it  be  the  chief  concern  with  us,  we  cannot  be  the  fubjedl? 
of  the  faith  of  God's  cleft.     Faith  direfts  the  foul  to  the  vifmn 
and  enjoyment  of  the  glory  of  God  and  Jcfus  Chrift,  as  the 
highelL  objefts  of  its  habitual  purfuitsv     The  foul  receives  thi^ 
4ire6lion  from  a  fenfe  or  tafte  of  tlie  excellency  and  fweetnef*; 
of  this  vifion  and  enjoyment.    We  never  defire  to  enjoy  that; 
for  .which  we  have  no  rclifli  or  tafte. 

Anoiherxnndition  cf  that  (late  in  which  eternal  life  confifis, 
16  tlie  acqmfition  of  a  full  and  unfailing  good.     And  this  ^n 
be  none  otlicr  than  God  himfelf,  God  in  Chrift.     The  fruition- 
©f  God  is  the  felicity   of  the  faints.     Thevifion  of  Chrift's. 
glory,  perfonal  and  mediatorial,  is  the  pcrfe^ion  of  the  chrif- 
tian\  heaven.     That  apprehenfion  cf  heaven,  vLich  is  mod' 
dear  tnrl  refrefliing  to  his  foul,  confiAs  in  behclJing  the  ^loiy 
cf  God  in  Jefus  Chrift,  and  in  a  perfe^  correfpcndence  cf  hJs- 
heart  and  afieftions  to  every  difcovcry  of  this  glory,     /n  the 
greatefi  noamefb  to  and  moft  intimate  communion  with  him, 
and  entire  devotednefs  to  Lim>  confifis  the  bkdednefs  of  a  true 
Cunt.     If  this  be  the  fource  of  the  happinefs  of  heaven— if  tlie* 
vifion  and  prefence  of  God  be  its  principal  enjo}-mc»t,  a'a*",  •• 
bow  few  will  be  faved  ? — How  very  few  are  there  to   whonji 
communion  with  Cod  is  tlie  chief  blcHIug  of  tbeit  lives  f 

I  proceed  to  cnquiie* 
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'  Secottdify  what  if  implied  in  this  afTertioiiy  eternal  Iile  u  dl^ 
gift  of  God. 

Firft,  it  plaiolj  implies  that  eternal  life  is  not  conferred  on 
mankind  ajs  the  reward  or  recompencc  of  any  ads  or  perfor- 
mances of  their  own.    The  notion  of  its  being  a  reward  or 
recoropenccy  is  fo  utterly  excluded  by  this  declaration,   that 
little  need  be  faid  to  tUuftrate  it.     In  this  cafv:  there  would  be 
no  oppofition  between  the  parts  of  tlie   apodle's  difcoarfe  ; 
eternal  life  would  be  as  much  the  wages  of  men's  riQ;hteoufnefsy 
as   eternal    death  of  their    unrightcoufnefs.     Whereas  it  is 
manifefty  that  it  is  the  apoftles  intention  to  ibowy  that  things 
are  diredly  otherwife.     If  eternal  life  be  a  reward  or  coropen- 
iation  for  any  duties,  works  or  fcr vices,   furcly  it   cannot  be 
Hiledthe  gift  of  God.     The  fcripturcs   never   fpcak  id  this 
manner ;  they  do  not  call  that  a  gift  which  is  a  reci)mpencc  of 
fome  virtuous  performances  or  works  of  our  own.     If  we 
acquire  any  tiling  by  our  obedience  to  the  gofpel,  it  is  in  con- 
sequence of  the  ellabliihment  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  and 
not  for  the  value  of  the  obedience  in  itfelf  conlidercd. 

Secondly,  it  implies  that  eternal  life  is  not  conferred  upon 
any  fmncrs,  as  a  confidcraiion  lor  their  works  of  righteiaiibefs- 
That  God  bedows  eternal  life  on  finners  wiiJiout  any  lefped 
to  thtir  merits  or  worihinefs,  is  not  a  do(5trinc  eafily  admitted 
by  a  blind  world.  Many  are  rcvidy  to  fay  of  this,  as  the  Jews 
f.iid  of  another  do^rine  of  chiitiianity,  "  This  is  a  hard  fay- 
♦*  ing,  who  can  bear  it  r"  Many  are  averfc  to  the  mnhoJ  cf 
falvation  by  free  grace,  or  leceiving  it  as  a  free  gift  of  God; 
they  cannot  btar  it,  neither  do  they  derive  .iny  enjoy mciu  or 
plcafure  from  fuch  a  dodlriae.  This  is  the  evil  temper  of  ma- 
ny fecure  finiiers.  S-jme  fsem  to  thliik  that  the  falvation 
of  the  gofpcl  will  afford  them  happiaefs  in  heavtn,  rheii  they 
feel  ;t  neither  gives  them  pleafuic  nor  enjoyment  upon  cailh. 
They  dream  of  falvaiion  with  all  imaginable  coldncIi»  aiiJi> 
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c  itn,  vhne  delurirdy  they  hope,  that  hereaf^  it 
irill  raifc  them  to  hearenly  tranfpons.  If  lalTatioa  by  pact 
through  Jefiu  Chrift  has  no  eficA  to  wann  and  animatt  «Ur 
£>uL  in  love  and  gratitade  to  God,  to  aSbid  ni  pleafure  and 
delight  DOW,  it  will  produce  no  fuch  eSe&  hereafter.  It  !a  a 
true  obferTation,  that  grace  is  gloir  begun)  that  the  firfl  fiuics 
of  heaven  grov  in  the  prefcnt  ftate. 

Thirdly,  it  implies,  ihat  God  beftowi  eternal  life  of  hit  ttwn 
mete  motion  and  grace.  When  it  is  affirmed  to  be  the  gift  of 
God,  lefs  than  thii  cannot  bo  intended.  The  rery  idea  of  a 
gift  tS)  that  it  is  of  pure  grace  and  pleafuTc.  If  the  perfon  oa 
whom  the  benefit  is  conferred,  has  acquired  any  right  to  the 
matter  given — if  he  can  defflLtnd  it  on  any  perfonal  footing 
vrbaiever— if  the  withholding  it  would  ba  unjuA,  hard,  or 
improper  trcatmi-nt  of  him,  then  it  ceafeth  to  be  a  gift,  it  is  a 
debt.  That  can  never  be  juftly  conGdered  a  gift  to  any. 
vhich  he  can  claim  at,  his  proper  due  ;  which  on  account  of 
anything  performed  by  bJm,  he  has  a  right  to  demand  or 
exp«a.  Wherever  there  is  a  peifonal  preteofion  to  a  benefit) 
tht  bedowment  of  it  caunot  be  of  grace,  and  wliat  is  not  of 
giHce  cannot  be  ii  giit. 

ISuc  what  above  all  things  m.iriifefts  that  eternal  life  is  the 
gift  (if  God,  bellowed  upon  all  the  (iibjcfts  of  it,  h  of  perfeftly 
free  grace— is,  that  Jeliis  Chrill  is  the  gift  of  God.  "  He  gave 
"  his  only  begotten  Son,"  he  C-nt  him  into  the  world  to  be  the 
Saviour  of  linners,  of  !iis  own  iiieie  giace  and  good  plcarare. 
Thmc  can  be  no  hsfitation  on  this  point.  For  men  certainty 
could  do  notliiog  to  procure  a  giant  that  »as  made  belorc 
tlieir  eiiflente.  Now  if  God  of  his  own  mere  motion  and 
grace  gave  hi&  £nn  to  finneis,  the  beftowmcnt  of  eternal  life 
mullbe  of  his  mfie  grace  and  pleafore  alio.  The  rcafon  of 
this  coiire^i:<Tice  liiis  here  j  tli.it  eteinal  life  was  wholly  pur- 
chafed  by  Chiift  foi  riniicri.     If  not  wholly  purchafedbf  him 


then  the  rcxttainicr  mnft  be  pofthaTed  by  finneri  thenfdvcs^ 
and  thus  it  is  not  the  gift  of  God,  but  a  matter  at  leaa  in  part  of 
their  own  procaremcnt.  But  this  is  not  only  a  flat  contradic- 
tion of  our  text,  but  it  mns  in  an  oppofite  dircdKon  to  the  wbol» 
current  of  facred  writ.  Nothing  can  be  more  certain  than  that 
God  gave  Jcfus  Chrift  to  finners  of  his  own  merr  motion  and 
grace,  for  this  very  purpofc  to  purchafe  eternal  life  for  them^ 
and  he  aftnnUy  purchafed  it;  then  eternal  life  to  them  mtift  be 
the  fovcreign  gift  of  God, 

Here  it  will  be  faid  that  eternal  life  is  conferred  upon  perfonv 
of  peculiar  qualifications,  they  are  penitents,  believers,  lovers  of 
God  and  holy  perfons.  But  are  not  tfaefe  qualifications  tempets 
nnd  difpofitions,  parts  of  that  life  and  bleifednefs  which  are  %» 
be  perfe^ed  at  death  ?  They  are  not  (bmcthing  of  a  different 
kind,  but  of  th«  fame  effence  and  the  very  heginningf;  of  it. 
They  are  what  is  ftiled  fpiritual  life.  And  fpiritnal  and  eter- 
nal life  are  of  the  fame  nature,  only  differing  in  degrees ;  the 
litferis  the  perfcftion  and  confummation  of  the  former.  Theie 
oaalifications,  love,  faith,  holinefs  &c.  which  are  neceiTary  to 
all  who  fhall  inherit  eternal  life,  are  as  much  the  gift  of  God,. 
h«»Oou'ed  of  hi;;  own  mere  motion  and  grace,  as  heaven,  evcr^ 
lifting  blr-iTjdnefs,  or  any  branch  of  gofpcl  falvation  whate^ 
ver. 

TV.'^  r^'-d  enqnlry  is,  fcow  eternal  life  is  the  gift  of  God  thro*' 
J-fus  C!:ri!t  our  Lord. 

T  ^''^  Chri^  dl.!  and  fuffirred  every  thing  necpfLry  in  order 
t>  at  frin/n-s  mitrht  be  partakers  of  it.  His  mediation  is  the 
f-undntion  and  procuring  caufe  of  this  bltfrcdnefs.  Had  it  not 
b^en  for  this,  eternal  ]jfe  would  have  never  been  given  to  any 
of  rhe  fnllen  race  of  man.  He  purchafed  it  for  them.— But  it 
h  given  through  Chrifl  in  the  following  refpe^s. 
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Firll,  JeTus  ChtiQ  by  his  humiliation  and  atonemeut  te- 
deened  finatra  i^oin  eteroa]  death.  All  were  liable  to  this 
from  the  nature  of  the  peaalt/  affixed  to  the  law  violated  by 
man.  He  redeemed  them  from  the  cutfe  being  made  a  carfe 
For  them.  He  fuSered  thtf  pnailbment  they  had  incuired. 
He  dttmkthecup  of  trembling,  which  divine  judice  would 
hafe  put  into  their  handf,  and  obliged  them  to  have  wiung 
eat  the  bitter  dregs  thereof.  He  knew  what  an  awful  thing  it 
was  to  bear  the  wnith  flf  God  for  fin.  His  fool  nas  fo  exceed* 
Ingly  affcdcd  hcienitfa,  that  he  caniefily  prayed  to  his  Father 
that  if  it  were  polfible  this  cup  night  pals  from  him.  0 1  what 
ineffiible  love  and  grace  arc  bete,  that  the  ion  of  God  fhould 
luffer  for  the  fins  of  men  ? 

Secondly!  Jefus  Chrift  fulfilled  the  conditions  of  eternal  life ; 
thole  conditions  which  create  a  little  to  it  according  to  the  di- 
vine  conftitutton.  He  fulfilled  them  in  the  mod  complete  and 
perfcA  maimer.  There  is  not  one  left  tinfulfiUeJ.  Were 
there  but  one  left  for  as  to  fulfil)  we  might  defpair  forever. 
Thus  he  is  made  of  God  onto  finners,  wifilum,  and  righteoul^ 
nefs,  and  fanaifieatioot  and  rcdcmptioo.  I^  is  all  in  all  to 
them. 

Thirdly)  "  It  is  throogh  Jefiis  Chrilt  our  Lord,"  becauG; 
God  gives  eternal  life  only  for  his  falce.  He  has  refpcA  in 
this  vouchlafement  to  nothing  only  what  Jefus  Chiiit  Lath 
(lone.  Thus  fpeak  the  fcriptoresi  "  He  hath  bUStii  us  witii 
'*  all  fpiritua)  btelfingb  in  Chrift.  He  hath  made  us  accepted 
"  in  the  beloved."  Yea,  they  arc  every  where  fo  lull  ar.d 
explicit  on  this  head)  that  there  would  be  n«  end  ut  r:!aihiig 
the  anthoiitiesin  fapportof  it. 

A  brief  iffiprorcmeat  tvii!  condodi  this  diftourf-. 
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The  firft  inference  from  this  dodlrine  IS,  that  there  is  ground 
of  hope  for  the  mod  guilty  and  forlorn  finner,  that  he  may 
be  die  fubjedl  of  eternal  life.  This  hope  is  not  founded  upon 
any  thing  in  himfelf«  or  any  works  or  virtues  of  his  own  to 
recommend  him  to  the  divine  favour.  It  does  not  arife  from 
his  being  of  a  better  temper  and  difpofition  than  othersi  £or 
all  thefe  qualificatic.ns  are  excluded  by  the  declaration  of  its 
being  the  gift  of  God.  It  is  a  free  and  unmerited  gift ;  a 
gift  of  mere  grace  ;  a  gift  through  Chrift  and  fer  his  £ike. 
This  is  fufficicnt  topreferve  the  chief  of  finners  from  defpair  ; 
the  Gnner  who  is  mod  deeply  penetrated  with  a  fenfe  of  his 
aggravated  fmfulnefs  and  guilt*  and  tliis  is  the  only  doArine 

• 

which  can  fupport  or  bring  comfort  to  his  fouL  As  to  tfaofe 
who  are  at  eafe  in  Zion,any  thing  can  afford  them  latis&C' 
tion.  They  can  reft  the  iffue  of  eternity  upon  a  fanciful  mer- 
cy in  God  of  which  they  have  no  underftanding  ;  they  can 
fupport  their  hope  upon  the  foundation  of  their  honeft  dealings* 
their  good  purpofes,  their  unblamettble  lives  and  their  fair  pro- 
feflions.  But  where  tlie  law  comes  home  to  their  confciences 
and  they  feel  thcmfelves  Tain  thereby,  fee  with  what  a  God 
they  have  to  do,  what  an  awful  thing  fin  is,  and  what  rotten 
rags  their  bed  lighteoufnefs  are  to  appeafe  the  wrath  of  Jeho- 
vah, and  feel  that  they  can  do  nothing  towards  tlicir  falvatiout 
they  will  find  all  their  prefcnt  hopes  delufion,  and  will  be  like 
the  giving  up  of  the  ghoft  ;  and  no  dodrine  will  be  able  to 
keep  them  from  abfolute  defpair  but  this,  that  falvation  is  the 
mere  gift  of  God  through  Jcfus  Chrift.  Sinners  do,  and  will 
try  a  thcufand  fchemes  to  favc  themfelves,  but  all  will  prove 
as  an  Egyptian  reed,  fave  this.  O  finners;  look  to  the  free 
gift  of  God  through  Chrift  Jefus  for  clernal  life.  This  is  alfo 
die  only  fupport  of  a  believers  hope;  this  is  his  encourage- 
ment, confolation,  and  ground  of  his  rejoicing.  It  is  the  faith 
and  feeling  of  this  dodrine,  that  influences  him  to  gird  np  the 
loins  of  his  mind,  to  run  and  not  be  wearv,   to  walk  and 


not  faint  iltakt  tKnoMift  to  depend,  npon  bimftlf,  or  tiqr. 
of'bU  own  work^,  and  yon  deftrof  all'  bis  lic^Ci  fail  heart 
wonid  &iiit,  liis  jojs  woold  be  no  more.  Thii  doftnoe  is  hie 
tf£li^t-t'  Gdntibn  hj  free  grace  IKedi  gUdoefit  into'  his  foul  ; 
that  it  ii  the  gift  of  God  through  JeAu  Cbrift,  fills  hishean 
inth  joy,  and  this  will  be  his  raptarous  enjoyment  tbroughont 
ctcTDitj.  Rejoice,  O  cbtiAian*  that  jDor  £dvatioQ  is  wholly 
of  grace. 

Secondly,  what  canfe  of  gratitode  is  hen  ?  How  fhoald  our 
tbuls  alcend  to  the  Father,  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in 
firalosof  the  higheftprairefor  the  wooderful  plan  of  faiing 
loft  men  reveaUd  in  the  gofpel.  This  will  be  the  theme  <^ 
celeftiaMong  throughout  the  unwalting  ages  ef  eternity.  I«C 
OS  ever  bleb  the  Lord  for  the  aDonilbing  fcbeme  of  falvation 
by  free  grace,  that  eternal  life  is  the  gift  of  God  through  Jefus 
Chrift.  "  L«t  cirifiiam  facrifice  the  faerifices  of  thaDkfgiving, 
**  and  declare  his  works  with  rejoicing.  Blcflcd  be  the  God 
"  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefas  Chrift,  who  according  to  bia 
"  abundant  mercy,  hath  begotten  us  again  to  a  lively  hope  bf 
<'  the  refnrreaion  of  Jefus  Cbrift  fioai  the  dead ;  to  an  inheri* 
**  tance  iRcorraptible,  undefilcd,  and  that  fadetli  sot  away* 
"  Prwfe  the  Lord,  O  Jeni&letti,  prai&  thy  God,  O  Zion." 

Let  all  the  people  of  God  be  exhorted  to  lire  apon  this 
grace  \  bold  it  faft  and  let  it  not  go.  Let  your  r^oicing  in  s 
free  (alTation  appear  by  your  godly  linng.  Let  yoar  holy 
eonverfttion  put  to  filence  gainlayer).  **  Therefore  my  belo' 
*•  ved  brethren,  be  ye  ftedfaft,  immoTeablci  always  abonnding 
•*  in  the  work  of  the  I«rd,  fotaiinuch  as  ye  know  that  your 
■■labouris  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  Work  ont  yoar  own 
**  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling,  for  it  u  God  irilo  worketb 
«*  in  you,  both  to  will  and  to  do." 

Let  fiaoen  be  eihorted  to  flee  to  the  ^race  of  the  golpelt 
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Sesoimee  all  dependence  npon  jomielves  and  your  owa  rigbte* 
oofnefi,  and  humbly  troft  in  the  free  mercy  of  God  thioogh 
Jefus  Cbrift  for  the  gift  of  eternal  life.    This  is  the  preciooi 

and  iafe  ground  on  which  you  may  hope  for  ererlafiing  blifi* 
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Deatb  Wearing  a  Stingy 


f  Cor.  XT.  5^.     7h  fi'mg  ef  iiath  U  jCr. 


THE  thoDgbt  of  deathi  Icanng  our  rdatheii  friends,  ct&k 
drcn,  ear  dearefl  and  bofom  intimates,  above  all  tbob  adored 
and  omaineattd  temples  com  monly  called  our  bodies*  pro* 
duces  the  moll  r^nfibtc  fhock,  and  the  AarpcQ  touches  of  tin- 
defer i bed  dillrefs.  Death  is  the  greatcfi  event  fcnownamong. 
the  children  of  men,  whether  it  be  confide-ed  in  refpeA  to  m> 
diriduals,  ora  coUeiSion  of  multitudes  falling  at  once.  Behold 
nations  overturned  and  deilrof  ed  by  a  fingle  war ;  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah,  were  confumed  in  a  mornioK;  the  whole 
earthf  except  Noah  and  his  little  family,  drowned  in  an  hour  % 
bat  all  thele  horrid  aircmblages  of  events,  coarifted  only  of  the 
death  of  individuals,  Thefe  awi'ul  cataHrophes  were  do  nore 
than  death  to  each  perfun.  The  death  c^  an  individual  carries 
fomething  dreadful  and  folcmn  in  it,  cfpecially  if  it  be  fuddea 
oc  untimely ;  how  incomprehenfibly  terrible  the  idea,  when  . 
millbtu  become  its  viAims  at  once.    Let  death  then  be  re 
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pariti  tf  a  MjeAef  die  noft  importnt  cmfidentioii  Ij  afi 
the  children  of  men. 

It  is  no  perfons  dxxtj  to  iiial»  himfelf  niferabk  b^  poring 
to  diftradion  upon  what  he  cannot  prevent.  No  wife  mao 
could  wilk  to  fe4  t)ie  upavoidajble  poignancy  of  a  certain  C9* 
lamity  before  it  a&ttally  arrives }  or  the  anxious  pams  of  mind 
equal  to  the  evils  feared.  But,  when  ierious  thoughtfnlnefiy 
a  due  anticipation,  and  a  proper  condud  will  contribute  to 
turn  a  forefeen  calamitous  etcnt  to  our  advantatre,  reafon  de* 
Clares  we  ought  to  confider,  though  the  conftderation  fliould 
hurt  our  feelings  and  difturb  our  prefent  cafe.  If  we  cannot 
wholly  avert  the  evil,  but  only  meliorate  fome  of  its  moft  ag- 
gravating circumftancesy  this  would  be  a  fuflicient  motive  to 
attention  in  other  cafes  of  inferior  cenfequence,  how  much 
more  in  a  bufinefs  of  infinite  moment  ? 

Reafon  and  nature  dilate  that  a  tomm^n  fate  ou^ht  to 
be  a  common  concern.  And  death,  without  any  tedious  de« 
dubious  from  premifeSf  or  a  long  procefs  of  reafoning,  inforrot 
us  immediately  what  ought  to  be  fully  afcertained.  Deail^ 
cuts  (hort  all  laborious  invedigations,  and  fixes  duty  in  ft  an  tly 
ky  a  natural  anticipation.  When  in  anjjuifh  and  pain  the 
mind  dire^y  applies  itfelf  to  inventions  for  relief,  and  eager- 
ly catches  at  every  meafure  fuggefted  for  this  intent.  This  dif. 
pofitioo  which  in  itfelf  is  both  natural  and  innocent,  yet  by  a 
wrong  direftion  often  plunges  into  the  worll  of  confcquences. 
Through  ignorance,  impatience,  blindnefs  and  fu;jcrilition  of 
mind,  the  never  failing  concomitants  of  didrefs,  vihat  wild  un- 
happy and  ridiculous  inethods  are  frequently  taken  for  lelief  ? 
Counfels  are  heard,  and  meafnres  adopted  without  attention 
to  their  fuitablcnefs  to  the  nature  and  caufes  of  the  trouble, 
and  confequent  aptne(s  to  redrefs  it.  The  origin  of  foriows 
mull  be  underflood,  in  order  properly  to  apply  tiie  balin  of 
coniblation.    And  it  is  liLewife  wife,  to  learn  how  far  the  beft 
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wf^Seatipa  a  ctpable  of  heallog  tlu  malady,  qnd  bow  fur  119^ 

]>t  us  at  preTent  contemplate  ihe  evil,  aogoifli  and  diftrefi 
tf  death,  which,  viewed  in  ^  iti  circanaftancett  iithe  moft 
gricYoas  event  in  diii  world-  It  ii  heie  in  oar  text  reprefep- 
ted  under  the  painful  im^  of  wearing  a  Aiag.  "  The  fting  of 
**  death  is  fin."  Death  is  awful  in  itfelf,  and  fin  caufes  it  to 
fling  like  a  ferpeot  and  bite  like  an  adder. 

None  can  here  fuppoTc  that  death,  finiplf  confidered,  the 
mere  diflbluiion  of  the  fool  and  body,  without  any  farther 
apprehenfionsiii  the  tiling  rooSawfol  ;  it  is  not  this,  bnt  fini 
wiiich  ia  here  affirmed  to  be  die  poiTonoui  and  mortal  thing. 
It  is  fin  itlclf  t  lin  infufcs  the  incurable  malady  j  arms  death 
with  his  twinging  pain,  and  anoints  him  the  lung  of  terrors. 

Our  text  is  a  general  aphorifm,  offering  two  things  to  ODr 
conllderation  }  one  as  a  matter  of  faA  and  experience,  the 
other  as  the  true  reafon  and  account  of  it.  Death  is  exhibited 
ill  its  nature  and  conTcqucnces,  as  the  mod  aJSiaive  event  to 
the  fons  of  men  ;  and  therefore  the  fource  and  fum  of  all  miTe- 
ij  and  diilrels.  The  meUncholy  efiefts  which  death  produces, 
however  dreadful,  are  all  rcfolved  into  fin  as  their  procuring 
caufe,  and  only  to  be  niiionully  accounted  for  in  this  way. 

Ijct  us  at  prcfent  confidcr  death  as  here  reprefented  wea- 
ring a  lUng. 

No  re&niblance  could  be  better  fitted  to  exprefi  the  fenfaiion 
ofdeath  toaibul  underarealitiog  apprehenfion  and  contem- 
plation of  it.  How  feelingly  docs  it  paint  the  touches  of  an- 
gttifh,  while  the  perfon  refleifts  upon  the  gloomy  Icene,  medi- 
tates on  his  paft  folly,  or  anticipates  his  future  doom.  Let 
appreheiiliuui  of  the  near  approaches  of  death  poiTefs  his  mind  ( 
fears  at  cnce  furrouiid  bim :  fEnoufnefb  makes  a  fudden  and 
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feitible  entry  into  his  fotil,  and  a  thou{and(  dfligenr  cEriok 
his  ipirits. 

There  is  indeed  a  Tolemn  dread  atCendihg  death,  oonfidereX 
limply  in  itfelfy  as  a  diflodgmeiit  from  thefe  earthly  tabernacleSr 
a  breaking  our  neareft  and  tenderefi;  connedions,  forfaking  9^ 
known  for  an  unknown  world,  and  launching  into  a  new  and 
untried  ftate  of  exigence.  The  faints  themielves  often  fear  t^ 
die,  when  they  wilh  they  had  fhot  the  gulf  and  were  alreadj^ 
dead.  Thole  who  know  that  their  Redeemer  liveth  and  have 
the  traafporting  afTurancej  that  when  their  fieib  and  their  heart- 
fail,  God  will  be  the  flrength  of  their  heart  and  their  portion 

forever ;  yet  oftentimes  the  approaches  of  tlie  kuig  of  terrors 
fill  their  minds  with  dread,  and  the  gaping  grave  caules  their' 
fouls  to  Hart  back  upon  themfelves. 

Thofe  who  are  ezercifed  unto  Godlinefs,  and  their  hopetf 
not  fo  comforting  and  fapporting,  death  caufes  them  at  fea- 
f  ms  to  tremble  and  makes  them  horribly  afraid. — Others  who 
are  harraflcd  with  doubts  and  fears,  refpeiSing  whom  fweet  cha« 
rity  that  hoperh  all  tilings,  and  interprets  then]  in  their  favours- 
are  frequently  tormented  upon  a  fick  and  dying  bed.-— Some 
again,  thro'  ftrong  mifgiviugs  of  heart,  are  all  their  life  time 
iubje^  to  bondage  thro'  fear  of  deatli ;  yet  the  tendernefs  of 
their  walk,  and  favcrincfjs  of  their  converfaticn,  iiifluence  o- 
tlicrs  to  hope  better  of  them  than  they  do  cf  themielves.  It 
is  not  aiways  the  chridians  who  pofFefs  the  greated  confidence 
of  tlicir  own  good  eftate,  and  profefs  tlie  higheft  affurance  and 
hope,  tliat  (land  forcmoft  in  the  opinion,  or  enjoy  the  large& 
ihare  of  charity  among  their  brethren. 

Waving  thefe  matters  found  in  tlie  conftant  experience  of  the 
faithful,  if  V.  c  confider  death  in  the  moil  fimple  and  abftraft 
manner,  a  part  from  thofe  circumflances  which  eminently  con* 
f^itute  its  (ling,  we  iball  find  the  effedls  fuch  a&  fully  autliorife 
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ibe  etnpbitical  exprefiion  of  the  apofile  here  before  ns.  A|f* 
prehenCoos  of  it  are  admitted  with  reluflancfc  and  even  witU 
honor  by  the  generality  of  mankind.  Many  by  ficknefs  confi- 
ned to  their  chambers)  and  death  apparently  making  rapid  ad- 
■vancH  towards  them,  yet  this  uncomfortable  AibJeA  muft  not 
be  mentioned  to  them  for  the  world.  The  phyfician,  who 
lias  charity  and  magnanimity  enough  to  intimate  to  liis  patient 
hb  cafe  is  dangerous,  his  difeafe  baffles  the  power  of  medicine* 
and  it  is  neceflary  for  him  to  prepare  for  his  great  change, 
runs  the  riik  of  being  difcarded  by  the  family  and  employed  no 
more.  If  the  miniller  is  fent  for,  after  he  eaters  the  bouTe, 
before  he  can  reach  the  ajiartroent  of  the  lick,  how  many  whif- 
pert  and  cautions  muil  he  receive,  not  to  mention  the  dreadful 
words  death,  jndginent  or  eternity,  for  the  perfon  is  feeble  nod 
weak,  and  to  fpeak  of  tbefe  things  may  be  hurtful  to  him. 
Thus  many  never  feem  to  think  of  death  when  they  are  in 
faealth,  and  their  friends  will  not  fuffer  them  to  bear  of  it  when 
they  are  ficl»  But  if  any  oofbrereen  accident,  or  fome  impru- 
dent vifiunt  fuggefts  the  cruel  idea  of  dyin^,  and  the  impor- 
tance of  preparation  therefor,  the  thought  fliocks  them  beyond 
•onception,  it  imbitters  all  thdr  hopes  and  they  cannot  recover 
comfort)  till  their  minds  are  diverted  from  the  ferious  theme, 
and  the  impreffion  fo  far  loft  and  overborne,  that  it  appears  as 
aa  imaginary  and  oncertaia  event.  Many  who  are  ready  to 
acknowledge  they  mud  die,  yet  place  it  fa  far  into  future  time, 
that  they  can  fay  to  their  foul,"  Soul  take  thine  eale  and  plea- 
**fu[e  thoa  baft  life  and  enjoyments  fecored  for  many 
••yean." 

The  horror  of  death  appears  alfo  in  this,  that  it  difpofcj  the 
imnd  to  a  kind  of  involontary  devotion  and  fanctity.  Any 
occalion  that  awakens  ferious  thoughts  of  ctnnity,  immediate. 
ly  produces  this  eSefl.  The  heavy  and  the  gay,  the  dull  and 
the  cheerful  are  alike  in  this  tnatter.  They  betake  thenifelves 
to  devouon  ai  the  comsioa  refburce.    Let  an  objeA  of  morta- 
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lity  }>e  prefentecit  let  an  intimate  or  companion  be  fuddenlj 
foatchcd  away,  how  arc  they  ftruck,  and  how  Airprifing  is  the 
alteration  ?  Efpccially  if  an  epidemic  reigns,  and  there  be  any 
apprehenfions  of  the  difeafe  atuclcing  thcmfches ;  it  is  not  ea- 
(y  to  defcribe  the  daihp  it  gives  to  their  fpirits  ;  it  finks  into 
their  hearts?  and  anxiety  and  foreboding  fears  deftroy  the 
tranquility  of  their  minds.     It  oftentimes  extends  its  influence 
tb  the  features,  throwing  ari  air  of  penfivenefs  into  their  coan- 
teinancc,  robbing  both  the  heart  of  its  gaiety  and  the  face  of  its 
fprightlinefs,  and  covering  them  with  a  heavy  and  forbidding 
^oom.    Uneafy  impreffions  difplace  their  thoughts  of  mirth 
and  pleafnre,  at  leaft  for  a  while,  and  they  become  mopifii  and 
ftrious.    What  does  all  this  argUe,  but  that  the  ftingbf  death  Is 
i^ery  painful,  and  from  its  bitter  effedis  none  of  the  chifdren  of 
irien  can  pretend  tb  an  exemption.     Let  fome  infeftious  Afeafif 
fpread  its  baneful  contagion,  how  nrnny  faces  gather  palenefi 
and  the  refolution  of  the  heroes  of  Impiety  fail  theih.    Their 
hands  cannot  perform  their  entcrprife,  and  their  liearts  lofe 
their  rciifli  for  their  wonted  delights.     The  daughters  of  mu» 
Ec  appear  to  be  brought  low ;  the  tabret  and  the  dance  ceafe  ; 
the  cards  and  the  dice  muft  net  be  brought  into  view ;  their 
feats  in  ihe  theatre  and  places  of  public  amufement  and  plea* 
fare  arc  empty.— What,  O  Tinners,  is  the  reafon  of  this  fuddeni 
change  ?  what  is  the  caufe  of  this  reforroatJon  ?  does  defire 
fail  ?  troni  whence  thefe  qualms  of  religion  ?    Did  you  not 
formerly  declare,  that  thefe  things  were  madnefs,  that  feriooT. 
ncfs  was  hypocrify  and  grimace,  and  that  pleafUre  was  the 
life  and  element  of  man.     The  unhappy   wretch  from  the 
horror  of  his  confcience  replies,  "  I  always  thought  there  was 
fcmething  in  religion,  but  I  never  before  confidered  death  as 
wearing  a  ftiig.     I  feel  diftrcfTed.     Death  making  fuch  rava- 
ges around  me  has  changed  my  fentiments ;  but  when  the 
prefent  mortality  is  over,  1  hope  I  (hall  recover  my  fpiiits 
again.'^ 


r  399  1 

The  Tears  of  death  alTo,  while  the  paroxlfin  contlnTies,  oftea 
drive  perfons  into  a  tlioufand  fuperftitions.  They  will  now 
pray  more  than  oihcrs  ;  go  to  church>  that  formerly  ud« 
frequented  placci  more  than  others  ;  go  to  every  religious  foci- 
ety  tliey  hear  of;  but  when  the  fweeping  peftilence  is  paft,  and 
their  fears  fcbfide,  they  generally  emerge  fr-.  m  tlieir  glooms, 
refume  their  former  charader,  and  frequently  return  to  their 
wonted  courfes. 

Tills  fnbjeA  has  been  viewed  in  a  general  way,  let  us  now 
attend  to  it  more  particularly,  and  inveftigate  wherein  the  fling 
of  death  confifts,  and  defcribe  thofe  things  which  are  fuppofed 
to  conftitute  it.  All  things  aA  at  a  diftance  with  a  feeble  ia« 
fluence  in  comparifun  of  wliat  they  do  when  they  are  nigh. 
We  can  eafily  remove  death  to  a  vaft  diRance  indeed,  yea  in« 
confKleration  will  pcrfoiin  thist^fitfclf  beyond  all  conception^ 
But  let  the  rriind  be  alarmed  wiih  the  apprehcnfion  of  its  near 
approach,  it  (beds  abroad  confternation  and  horror  like  the 
approximatioti  of  a  comet  to  the  path  of  the  earth's  cibit. 
It  is  not  perhaps  the  near  approach  of  death  fimply  in  itfelf 
but  the  incalculable  circumftances  in  its  train,  which  produce 
this  ftrange  cffed.  Tliefe  things  unobferved  before  create 
appearances  to  the  mind^  to  which  it  had  not  previoufly  paid 
aitentioa. 

Do  anguiQi  and  pain  conftitute  the  fling  of  deatli  ?  how  ma- 
ny have  declared  they  would  fuffer  greater  degrees  of  pain  to 
be  delivered  from  torments  of  mind  ?  The  mind  tliereforc  is 
unqucftionablr  the  feat  •£  this  diftrefs.  If  we  attentively  con- 
sider what  we  ourfclves  have  experienced,  or  what  others  have 
more  cxprefsly  declared,  we  iha  11  find  the  ground  of  the  trouble 
in  fome  or  all  of  the  following  things  i  a  dread  of  the  divine 
diJjjleafuie ;  an  uncertainty  with  regard  to  th^ir  condition  in  a 
fiture  flite  •  and  a  ff-iifai  looking  for,  of  wrath  and  fiery  in- 
di^nat'^oj. 
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Thus  ihe  circuniftanccs  and  confequences  of  death  rftili 
tain  ^pprehendons  in  the  mind  which  form  its  ding.  Hier^ 
are  none  of  us  who  have  lived  any  confiderable  time  in  the 
world  but  by  Orknefs  or  fome  accident  have  had  death  brought* 
near  to  os^  and  perhaps  we  have  been  filled  with  no  fmall  fear 
or  terror.  What  was  it  made  us  afraid  t  Was  it  the  natural 
pain  we  fhould  iuffcr  in  the  article  of  di/Tohition  :  Was  it  thj^ 
mere  horror  of  dying  ?  Was  it  a  dread  of  ■annihilation  or  fel- 
*ing  into  noncxiftence  ?  None  of  thefc  things  afflicted  us.— 
But  after  death  there  was  a  judgment*  and  after  judgment  a 
tremendous  eternity.  Thcfe  created  mifgivings  ot  heart  &ad 
tormenting  anticipations  of  a  difmal  futurity.  A  fecret  dread 
lay  fmuthered  in  our  bread}  that  our  goo4  tilings  Were  pal^ 
and  that  we  wufl  now  receive  evil  things  from  the  hand  of  att 
offended  God,  and  drink  the  dregs  of  the  cup  of  his  fury,  zofS^ 
fuflain  all  the  fiercenefs  of  his  wrath  forever.  "WTiat  angui& 
and  pain  can  be  compared  to  this  ?  What  can  create  a  mors 
envenomed  fting  ?  To  fee  a  fellow  creature  or  a  friend  drawing 
near  to  the  agonies  of  didolution,  and  pi  cf.  fling  great  uncer- 
taiiity«  or  no  hope,  and  his  pail  life  afcertain  to  all  around  him 
the  propriety  of  his  j^rofciHon,  what  inconctlv^tble  anguifh  muft 
it  cauie  in  vi^w  of  his  dreadful  doom  f 

What  Is  the  reafon,  that  many  who  are  bold  and  intrepid 
in  life,  who  fcem  to  fear  nciiher  God  nor  man,  can  outrage  the 
laws  of  civil  fociety,  and  the  rules  cf  decorum  with  a  kind  of 
matcliiei*  and  impious  heroi.m,  grow  timorous,  i^'eak  and 
fup-^iiiiiious  when  they  come  to  die?  Terfons  who  hated  and 
avuided  all  religion  and  religious  woifl^ip  while  in  health? 
when  dying  ihey  rnufl  have  prayers  made  for  them  10  abmi* 
dance  both  public  and  private.  What  is  ihe  caufe  of  thll 
n)i^liiy  change  and  rcn-.arkable  reformation?  It  is  plain 
however  they  dtipifcd  God,  devotion,  and  holy  exercifes  ia 
life,  that  they  v  cnld  now  viih  fur  the  fiiendflup  of  heaveo 
and  he  found  in  i!tv('ii')ral  fiiMtics  in  d..ia)i.  I  grant  there  art 
a  kw  wi.o  lidve  not  a^oftatiit  d,  or  l.dlcD  into  thcfe  religion 


ooalim  in  a  dying  hour,  but  have  hatlily  leaped  the'nrccipicf, 
ttlunged  into  death,  and  havefaved  their  Airvivirv^  compvin'rns 
tfie  mortifying  bhilii,  .i*':at  they  did  rjit  Jic  willi  U  fs  ini;.i-.u& 
bravery  than  they  lived.  But  tholl-  itupid  aiid  hardy  1"ot;>  of 
iniquity  and  infidelity,  who  die  as  inJevuudy  as  ciicy  lived,  arc 
as  rare  as  blazing,  comets  among  the  innumerable  dars. 

But  what  is  the  true  origin  of  all  that  dillrefs  attending  the 
dhfTolution  of  this  mortal  frame?      Our  apoflle  f»lvcs  the 
problem  by  affuring  us  **  That  the  lling  of  death  is  fin."    Sin 
it  the  univerfal  caufe  of  all  thcfe  affli^fling  appearances,  of  all- 
we  feel  and- fear,  of  all  pains  of  body  and  ditlrcfs  of  mind* 
Kow  if  all  the  agonies  of  bodjr  and  horroi  of  foul  which  ufii- 
ally  attend  tliis  event  arife  from  fin,  we  iheii  fee  the  propriety 
of  the  affertion  in  our  teit.     Allow  the  foripcures  a  divine  au« 
thority,  and  all  dirputa:i«.?n  on  this  head  mull  be  filenced  for- 
ever.    They  account  for  death  and  all  its  awful  conconutants 
in  the  raofl  certain  and  rational  way.     That  vc  (hould  be  pu- 
nlifaed  with  the  fevered  pains  of  body  and  ai2;onies  of  mind  by 
an  infinitelygood,ju(l,  merciful  and  holy  God,  who  dcih  not- 
afflidt  willingly  nor  grieve  thg  children  of  men,  muft  be  points- 
myfterious,  and  fa^s  abfolotely  unaccountable,  without  the^ 
(uppofition  of  (in  in  us  as  laying  the  foundation- of  fuch- 
treatment.     Let  the  whole  tribe  of  iniiJJs  come  forward  with 
their  mighty  and  ho?.(l<:d  rcafon,  and  account  for  tlicfe  fadls  in- 
any  other  way,  and  divine  revelation  (hall  he  dtfcarded*  But  if 
the  fcriptures  and  thefe  alone  give  us  a  plain  and  eafy  folution  - 
of  all  thcfe  things,  of  all  thefe  appearances  ami  effe^s,  tlien  let 

Qs  acquiefce  in  then:  divinity,  and  apply  the  meafures  of  reco- 
very and  falvation  which  they  prefcribc.  Sin  is  the  true  and- 
real  caufe  of  all.  Sin  is  the  (ling  of  every  pain  and  deadi  iifelf. 
Sin,unforgiven,  binds  over  to  the  penalty  of  that  law,  of  which 
it  is  a  violation.  A  pcrfon's  reflcAiong  on  bis  paft  life,  that 
his  degenerated  appetites  and  paffions  are  unmortified,  that  all 
91;$  crimes  fiand-chargcd  ngainll  him  tu  the  book  of  God>  and 


^bsd  ht  lias  newer  fled  to  Chrift  Jefus  for  t^ioftf  matt  mAt 
fcour  of  diath  Bfi  his  foul  with  thofe  tormenting  feelings  and 
amazingly  keen  twingcsy  which  are  in  our  text  denonimated 
the  fting  of  death. 

Allow  me  to  clofe  this  fubjc^  in  a  brief  zddttts  to  inconG- 
derate,  carelefs  and  fecnre  finners,  to  thofe  who  are  deTOlid  ttr 
the  worldy  the  gratification  of  their  prcfent  defires,  and  are 
overwhebned  in  carnal  pleafures.  Death  will  foon  come  an<^ 
you  mull  appear  in  judgment.  What  mean  you  then,  O  finncrs^ 
to  fkep  and  trifle  in  yoar  prefent  condition  ?  Know  ye  not 
that  ye  mud  die  ?  Is  not  death  at  the  door  in  reipe6t  to  many  ? 
AVhat  fignifies  a  few  months  or  years  ?  They  will  be  quickly 
paft  and  irrecoverably  gone.  The  honeft  hour  of  dying  yoti 
^aimot  evade*  To  the  bar  of  an  mcenfcd  God  you  mufl  come« 
You  know  yoar  (ins  are  unpardoned,  and  that  you  have 
not  made  your  peace  with  heaven  by  faith  in  Jefas  Chiid,  and 
peradveature  your  ibuls  anticipate  your  faiiire  deftiny. 

You  afe  resrdy  to  fay,  '*  God  forbid  we  do  not  ferl  any  in- 
ward horror,  or  (ling  of  fin  ;  our  confcienccs  do  not  trouble  us/ 
and  we  hope  in  divine  mercy."  R':n)cmber  your  conicience^ 
tnay  be  ftupified  with  the  cares,  amofemfnts  and  plealures  of 
the  world,  and  your  hopes  of  mercy  may  be  ill  founded  and 
fallacious.  You  may  be  crying  to  your /elves  price,  pence, 
when  fudden  deftidvilon  ib  leudy  to  ouiK  upcn  ycu.  Mar.y  a 
lime,  the  more  ealy  aaJ  inappiijiicnn'/e  unners  have  appeared/ 
the  more  dangerous  and  alaiming  was  their  cafe.  ConHdef 
what  may  ferve  to  keep  you  quiet  now,  may  not  be  able  to 
keep  you  fo  when  you  come  to  die.  Your  prcicnt  freedom 
from  didrefs  may  be  occafioned  by  your  hurry  of  bnf.ncfs, 
your  expectations  of  more  leilure,  and  a  thoufand  impertinent 
frivolities.  The  ccimfi^rts  and  conccinmeiits  of  lift,  f  tt^  ihera- 
fclvts  into  a  kind  of  fuprcmc  pcTtitiH  and  fciiciiy,  arivl  often 
abforb  all  fcrtous  con!idcraiion.    Dot  circum(iancc-j  wiii  charge 
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M  deat&i  tnd  die  hnrrjr  of  the  world  and  itf  pletfiiM  will  iMft 
be  able  to  divert  you  from  receding  on  the  ftite  of  joor  foult. 
Remember,  God  is  holy  and  jud  as  well  as  merciful,  and  your 
prefcnt  palliations  and  czcufes  for  fie,  which  render  it  eafy  for 
your  inconllderate  hearts  to  retreat  to  divine  mercy,  may  then 
be  difplaced  by  impreffions  of  divine  wratht  by  a  confcioufnefi 
^f  unpardoned  guilt  and  fearful  forebodings  of  angry  indig- 
nation* Thofe  hopes  of  mercy  which  many  profefs,  and  a 
dead  faith,  are  fatal  things  ;  they  keep  you  from  thinking  • 
they  lull  your  confciences  to  fleep,  and  wtli  at  atlaU  pierce  you 
thiough  with  many  darts.     How  infinitely  unhappy  is  fuch  a 

condition ! 

-* 

AwaV-;,  O  (inner;,  before  death  approaches ;  before  it  be 
too  late.  Lay  yuur  ways  fcrioufiy  to  heart.  Begin  to  enquire 
in  good  eameil,  "What  fliiill  we  do  to  be  favcd?"  Confefs 
yoftr  fins,  humble  youfclves  foi  your  trnifgrefiions  ;  turn  unto 
the  Lord  and  his  ways  uiLh  your  whole  hearts.  The  arms  of 
divine  mercy  are  infinitely  eztenJed  for  the  reception  of  the 
chief  of  finners,  who  are  willing  to  return  lo  Ood  by  faith  in 
Chriil  Jefus.  Be  psrfuaded  in  this  your  day  to  confider  tiie 
things  which  peitiiin  to  your  eternal  peace. 

Are  there  any  thoi-ghtrnl,  awiilcericJf  or  concerned  fouls  in 
thJr.  :'.irjnibly,  Ici  thv-ui  aiteni?  to  the  fwtot  and  endearing  voice 
of  vhe  comoa{ri;;;.atc  liedeom'^T.  "  Come  onto  me  all  ye  tliat 
*•  aic  weary  and  btavy  laJ-n,  and  I  will  give  you  reft." 

If  unpardoned  fin  be  the  fting  of  death,  let  true  penitents  and 
rtal  bslicvcrs  magnify  divine  grace,  live  by  feiih  on  Cluift 
Jefus,  «<  Be  n)i  conformed  to  this  world;  but  be  ye  tians>^ 
«•  formed  by  the  renewing  of  your  mind,  that  ye  may  prove 
«*  what  is  that  good  and  acccpuble  and  perfeft  will  of  God." 
S^i  tnat  you  keep  yo.ir  confciences  undefiled.j  keep  conlcicu- 
r;>  void  of  olFcncc  towards  God  and  towards  man. 


SERMON    XXXVr. 


The  Iqft  enemy  d^royetL 


.< 


t 


1  C«r.  Xf.  26.     TBe  lafl  tnemj  tiatJhallH  deflrtyBd  if  imR 

MELANCHOLY  death  mull  again  be  the  fubjeft  of  our  raedi* 
tationi.  This  gloomy  theme  fhould  not  be  dwelt  opon  fo  longf 
but  it  is  ahfolutely  neccflary  we  (hould  foon  enter  the  lifts  anA 
\\$\d  a  ccnflia  with  it,  hence  it  is  an  in(l;ince  of  the  highcft  wif- 
dom  10  l>c  in  readinefs  for  the  combat.  If  there  be  an  enemy  who 
will  furuly  attack  us,  whom  r.e  can  neither  appeafe  nor  avoid, 
it  would  be  the  extremity  of  foU;  to  negled  preparation  for 
the  engagement.     And   would  it  not  manifeft  a  found  judg 
ment  and  a  good  undcrftandingi  feeing  his  afTault  is  not  to  be 
efcaped,  to  enquire  whether  there  be  any  method  by  which  he 
may  he  overcome  ?  I  mufl  now  {peak  of  that  which  will  foog 
clofe  my  mouth  in  the  profuundcft  filence,  and  you  muft  hear 
of  that  which  will  fhortly  ftop  your  cars.     And  we  (hall  nci« 
ther  fpeak  nor  hear  an/  more  till  the  laft  trumpet  (hall  foa|idy 
and  the  bright  morning  of  tlie  refurre^ion  opeu.-^ 
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Wfl(»  die  dread  ptmp  of  si  funeral  preftnted  before  0%  the  fl> 

^nt  procefljon,  the  fad  train  of  moumerst  the  berieved  firiends 
taking  a  final  lad  look,  groaning  out  a  farewell,  eyes  and  hearts 
Intent  upon  the  gafping  grave,  the  hollow  murmurs  of  the  fid- 
ling  elods  fending  forth  a  doleful  found,  a  difcourfe  on  death 
might  then  have  a  double  force,  and  make  the  impreflions 
^ep.     Altho'  this  painful  appearante  is  not  at  prefent  paffing 
in  review^  yet  it  is  an  objedi  fo  frequent,  that  wc  muft,  me* 
thinks,  always  bear  upon  our  minds  the  image.    As  by  an 
immutable  flatute  of  heaven,  it  is  appointed  unto  all  men  once 
to  die,  therefore  a  proper  confideration  of  death  can  fcarcely 
at  any  time  be  necdlefs  or  impertinent.    Are  there  any  hera 
who  can  objeA  and  £iy>  that  refiedions  upon  our  mortality 
"Mre  vain,  for  men  are  naturally  too  fenfible  hereof  and  too 
much  dread  the  tiame  ?  If  this  were  juft»  there  would  be  no 
need  of  fuch  a  pious  aipiration  handed  down  to  us  in  the  divine 
x>racles  :  **  O  that  they  were  wife,  that  they  underflood  this^ 
***  that  they  would  confider  their  latter  end.*'     Not^ilhftanding 
death  is  certain,  and  preparation  for  it  of  the  greatcd  iropor* 
tance,  yet,  alas  !  how  few,  how  very  few  lay  it  feiiouily  to 
"heart ;  how  few  are  engaged  to  have  its  power  dedroyed  be- 
fore it  flay  them  ?  While  it  is  the  king  of  terrors  to  the  wcrld» 
many  reionain   ignorant  of  its  chief  injury,  thinking  it  hath 
4bne  its  utmoft  when  the  connexion  between  the  foul  and  body 
is  diflblved,  confidering  not  that  the  everlafting  feparation  of 
both  from  the  fountain  of  ble/Tednefs  is  (lill  in  (initely  greater 
{'or  what  ts temporal  ^hen  compared  with  eternal  death  ?    To 
tTiink  of  the  feparation  of  thofe  near  and  dear  companionst 
tile  foul  and  body,  of  the  dcbafcment  and  horrors  of  the  grave> 
die  bed  all  (lench  and  putref'a6lion»  die  coverlit  crawling  worms 
•—is  lad  and  melancholy.     They  are  very  unwelcome  and 
difmal  thoughts  to  the  mindsofiinners,  but  what  follows  after 
is  inconceivably  more  difmal,  and  inexprefllbly  more  terrible. 

But  IS  there  no  efcapc  from  this  dedroying  enemy  i   Muft 
all  become  his  prey  i  And  fliall  be  ftill  triumph  and  pafs  un- 


Vl&quifli<d  ?  Oor  text  afibrds  here  an  aofwer  of  fweet  Joy 
and  the  ftrongeft  coiifolation»  that  this  univerfal  defiroyer 
fhsill  be  deftroyed. — <<  The  laft  enemy  that  fhall  be  deftroyed 
^  is  death."  Tho'  he  is  an  enemy,  and  Uie  laft  enemy,  yet 
bis  eooqueft  and  dclliudlion  is  certain.  This  is  a  precious 
hope  and  a  tranfporting  confidemtiony  that  tho*  he  hath  and 
will  reign  long,  yet  he  will  not  reign  always.  This  onr  glori* 
ous  Saviour  and  aU  conquering  king  hath  done*  and  will  in- 
fVdlibly  accomplifh.  Thus  the  captain  of  our  fidvatiott  hath 
declared,  **  O  death,  I  will  be  thy  plague,  O  gravCi  I  wiQ 
^  be  thy  deftruAion."  His  arm  is  almighty,  and  he  goes 
Ibith  conquering  and  to  conquer.  And  the  laft  enemy  lie  will 
Tanquilh  and  fubdue  is  death.  But  in  leading  your  attentiooi 
j^ticularly  thro'  this  fubjed,  we  fhall  endeavor  to  (how, 

Firft,  how  death  is  an  enemy* 

Secondly,   eftablifli  this   truth,  that  this  enemy  fiiaU  be 

deftroyed. 

Firft,  let  us  confider  this  chief  of  all  enemies*  It  is  ufual 
foi  the  facicd  vohime  to  ciiij-loy  fcnfibk  images  to  communi- 
cate to  our  minds  fpiiitual  ideas.  Hence  our  ruin  by  iin,  and 
recovery  by  the  redemption  of  Chrlft,  are  often  exhibited  to 
lis  in  warlike  or  military  terms.  Thus  Satan  is  faid  to  lead 
us  captive  ;  Chrift  is  iHled  the  captain  of  our  falvation  ;  fin  is 
ff.oken  of  as  bondagc,chains,  impriibmnenti  religion,  as  liberty, 
free  Jom,  deliverance,  viaory,8cc.  Therefore  all  obftruflionsand 
impediments  which  interrupt  our  paiiage  to  everlafting  blefTed-* 
ncfs  and  felicitj,  are  dtnominatcd  tncniies.  Death  is  reprc- 
fcnted  as  the  laft  of  thele  enemies,  becaufe  he  is  the  laft  with 
which  we  have  to  engage  in  this  world,  and  it  is  the  laft 
which  will  be  dcdroyed.  For  he  never  will  be  complcatly 
and  pei-ftrc'tly  coTif^uercd  until  the  refurreflion,  v hen  he  muft 
fuucnder  up  all  UioKh^,  haih  cci*acd  in  l^s  cold  prifon  for 
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tnoiiraads  of  ages.  He  himfelf  inuft  then  die  and  ceafe  fore. 
Vefy  for  after  this  event  there  will  be  no  more  death.  Cut  in 
this  world  he  reigns  and  triumphs,  and  will  hold  his  dominion 
ns  long  as  it  endures.  Death  is  an  enemy  to  the  whole  hu« 
man  nature  ;  an  enemy  to  every  individual  of  the  race 
cf  man  ^  an  vnemy  to  the  body ;  an  enemy  to  the  foul ;  an 
-enemy  to  the  (inner;  and  an  enemy  to  die  famt. 

Firft,  he  is  an  enemy  to  the  body.    This  curious  machine, 
which  was  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made^  he  renders  it  as 
though  it  had  never  been.     He  removes  the  pins  of  this  grand 
tabernacle,  and  reduces  it  to  its  primitive  duft.     This  glorious 
frame,  which  had  been  long  in  rearing,  and  on  which  the 
pains  and  labour  of  years  had  been  expended  to  bring  to  matu- 
rity and  perfection,  fs  in  an  inftant  tumbled  into  ruin.    So 
that  in  v/hich  we  much  delighted,  and  from  which  we  enter '^ 
tained  the  highed  e^pci^tations,  immediately  is  made  fo  difa- 
grceablc  to  us,  that  our  friends  wifli  it  buried  out  of  their  figlit. 
What  care,  attention  and  toil  doth  it  take  to  rear  fuch  a  crea- 
ture as  man  ?  and  when  finifbed  in  our  fond  apprehenfions  and 
ntted  for  fervice  and  ulefulnefs,  then  does  death  quickly  blaft 
our  hopes,  and  dcdroj  in  a  moment  the  labour  of  a  number 
of  years.     Truly  it  may  be  faid,  ••  Ail  flefh  is  as  grafs,  and 
**  all  the  glory  of  man  as  the  flower  of  grals,  the  grafs  wither. 
*•  cth  and  the  flower  thereof  fallcth  away.'*     How  fuperior  and 
noble  a  creature  doth  death  deftroy  ?   To  day  the  body  is 
beautiful,  all  the  parts  performing  their  feveral  fun<Slions  ;  the 
"  heart  moving,  the  lungs  playing,  the  blood  circulating,  thr 
fpirits  fine,  but  to-morrow  death  comes,  touches  fome  mufcle 
or  nerve,  difcoucerts  fome  wheel,  cafts  an  invifible  panicle  cf 
infection  into  the  infpired  air>  and  all  ftands  ft  ill.   We  breatiie, 
we  fpcak,  wc  tliink,  we  a<5l  no  more.     Oar  pulfe  ceales  ro  beat, 
and  our  eyes  to  behold  the  light.  Our  car^  will  heat  ihe  vol.:- 
of  melody  no  more  ;  our  ftrength  is  gone ;  our  natural  warmlh 
is  turned  into  an  earthly  cold,  and  our  comelinefs  into  ghadlv 
deformity^    Tlus  znighiy  chimge  dotli  ceutJi  pcifoiin.     The 


p:ince  cannot  refift  him  by  his  oiajefty,  nor  the  firong  by  Us 
might.  Commanders  muft  here  obey,  and  conquerors  arc 
here  conquered.  The  rich  cannot  biibe  him,  the  learned  era- 
tor  with  all  the  profufion  of  his  eloquence  cannot  perfuade  him 
to  pafs  him  by,  nor  can  the  fl;:ilful  phyfician  fave  hiiiiielf  from 
the  mortal  ftroke.  All  have  finned,  all  muft  die.  «*  Duft  we 
<<  are  and  to  daft  we  muQ  return." 

Secondly,  Death  is  alfo  an  enemy  to  the  foul.  The  body 
^nd  foul  in  their  orignal  formation  were  defigned  to  dweU 
.perpetually  together.  Therefore  thefe  intimates  have  the 
ftrongeft  inclination  and  attachment  to  each  other.  The 
reparation  cannot  be  made  but  by  the  unnatural  Tiolence  of  a 
cruel  enemy.  Yea,  the  foul  of  the  faint  clings  to  the  body. 
They,  who  poifels  the  fuUeft  afTurance  of  a  tranflation  to  glory, 
feel  great  defires  that  the  body  Aiould  be  taken  along.  The 
apoftle  himfelf  ''Did  not  defire  to  be  uncloathcd,  but  rather  to 
<<  be  cloathed  upon,  that  mortality  might  be  fwallowed  up  of 
«<  life."  That  is,  be  tranflated  at  once  into  the  celeftial  ftate 
without  the  horrid  pains  of  a  diflblution.  A  feparation  was 
terrible  even  to  the  human  foul  of  Chiift  himfelf,  hence  he  ear- 
neftly  prayed  that  this  cup  might  pafs  from  him.  Therefore 
we  have  pcrfedi  aflfurance  that  death,  as  death,  muft  be  unwel- 
come as  it  is  unfriendly  to  every  creature.  It  is  a  natural  evil 
in  itfclf,  abhorred  by  foul  and  body.  There  is  no  principle 
in  liuman  nature,  on  which  there  can  be  grafted  a  reconcilia- 
tion. The  higheil  degree  to  which  grace  can  raife  the  faint  in 
lliis  life  is  only  a  fubmifllon  to  the  divine  will,  and  to  iky, 
**  Not  my  will  but  thine  be  done."'  Death  is  ftill  hated  as  an 
ciKHP.',  though  there  is  a  fwcet  acquiefcence  if^^^^ll  of 
Iiei.VLii.  The  fniut  mofl  willing  to  die,  wills  not  death;  and  ' 
;'ll  Ms  wiijiiJiuiefr.  to  die  is  merely  as  the  reconciliation  of  a 
lick  \i\nu  to  the  Lut^'lul  piefcriptions  of  the  phyfician  that  he 
lUiiV  obtain  iicahli. 

Ti  *u  Jly,  10  the  guilty,  unpardoned,  and  unrenewed  finncr 
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dRitb  is  an  enemy  indeed.  He  is  to  him  the  Icing  o^II  itrn  ■■ 
gm:ibll  terrors,  terrible  in  itlelf,  xnd  more  tenible  io'itk  conic- 
qoeniMi  it  U  here  a  mere  [ctfT.ige  from  tolerable  to'^^Icrn',>Y* 
miicrj?  Could  the  unhHpp/  fonl  be  fore  that  there  is  r->' 
Tcngsante  to  fclie  it  afier  d»tli,  th;ti  there  w  no  more  Ilirrow 
or  angoifh  to  be  felt  only  the  eipirinf*  apony,  that  he  hath 
noiliing  to  I'uStr  but  the  loi's  cf  cxideiicf,  ihii  wonid  fc-m  an 
etil  that  might  be  endured.  But  it  is  the  living  dtaih,  fiiys 
ore,  the  dying  life,  the  endlefe  woe,  to  which  death  le,*ds  the 
guilty  foci,  which  itiHlies  it  unfiiestably  terrible.  The  utter 
dirknels,  [he  unquenchable  fire,  the  living  and  gnawing  worm, 
the  eternal  (lames  of  Jehovah's  wrath,  thefe  are  the  horror, 
thefc  are  the  (ling  of  death  to  the  ungodly.  Thus  to  impeni- 
tent fmncrs  he  is  an  ecemy  doathed  "tith  incinctiva^s 
terror*. 

Fourthly;  he  is  an  enemy  to  the  faints  ihemfalves.  Of  thofc 
wlio  arc  truly  fandified  thfi  apofile  is  here  principally  fpeaking, 
and  of  the  adrai^tages  which  iliey  receive  by  ChriQ,  among 
thd'e,  this  ij  one,  that  the  enemy  death  (hall  be  dellroyed, 
vhich  fiilly  afures  us  that  death  is  an  enemy  to  them  as  well 
a*  otheri.  By  accident  it  is  rendered  friendly  to  them,  thro' 
the  conqucd  Chrift  has  obtained  over  it,  yet  in  its  own  nature, 
and  in  many  rcfpeils,  it  is  an  enemy  dill..  It  is  a  monllerfull. 
ef  horror,  if  we  confider  the  ghaftly  palenefs,  the  ftiff  coldi 
the  forbidding  vifage,  didorted  eyes  and  convulfed  limbs  of 
■  the  dying  ;  and  afterwards  if  we  think  of  the  corruption  of 
die  grave,  the  putrefaAion  of  the  flcih,  all  things  vilible  are 
expreflionsof  enmity  in  the  ewreme.  It  is  an  cremy  as  i: 
removes  them  from  the  converfation  and  intimacy  of  their, 
agreeable  friends,  as  it  irnpriion?  one  part  of  ihem  in  the 
earth)  and  as  it  prevents  their  complete  bletFedQefs  and  felicity, . 
which  they  will  not  enjoy  till  after  the  refurreiftitm.  Tims  it 
is  death  is  an  enemy  to  the  whole  nature  and  race  of  man* 
But,  G;IoTy  to  God,  this  enemy  Ih^ll  deHroyed ;  death  itfelT 
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ihall  die.  Ahho'  it  if  the  laft  enemy,  yet  it  (ball  furef  j  5e 
Gonqaered.  ^The  laft  enemy  tbat  fiiall  be  dellrojed  i» 
«  death.'* 

This  brings  me  to  the 

Second  thing  propofcd»  iK'klch  was  to  eAablifh  this  trutiv 
that  this  enemy  (hall  be  deilroycd.  As  vre  have  feen  the  ini- 
mical vifage  of  deuthy  let  us  contemplate  the  conquefl  of  it  by 
the  all  poxverfal  love  of  the  Redeemer.  Wc  have  confidered 
what  fin  hath  done,  let  ns  contemplate  what  grace  will  do. 
As  we  have  noticed  the  ilrength  of  the  enemy,  we  will  now 
obfcrve  the  irrefiftiblc  power  and  vi<flory  of  the  Savlonv,  the 
glorious  conqueror  of  death.     The  beginning  of  the  vidiory 

is  in  this  world,  but  tlie  perfedlion  of  it  will  be  in  the  refur- 
redlion*  when  death  (Iiall  live  and  reign  no  more.  The  fir  ft 
mortal  wound  which  the  king  of  terrors  received  was  by  the 
death  of  Chrift  on  the  croft.  Hereby  it  is  rendered  a  tolera- 
ble evil  to  true  believers,  in  the  hopes  of  evtrlafting  life.  Its 
ftrength  was  hereby  weakened  and  its  fting  was  taken  away, 
•*  The  (ling  of  death  is  £in,  but  thanks  be  to  Cod  who  givcth 
*^  U3  the  viflory  thro*  our  Lord  Jefus."  It  never  w-as  the  in- 
tention of  Chrift  to  deliver  us  from  the  firoke  of  death,  only 
from  its  dominion  and  power,  ar.d  finally  to  rtcovtr  us  from 
its  fetters  by  a  glorious  refurreiflion.  "  For  fincc  by  man 
*•  came  death,  by  man  came  alfo  the  rcfurredion  from  the 
*•  dead."  As  he  merited  life  for  all  who  believe,  fo  he  aflually 
conquered  dca:h  by  his  own  re(urre<flion  from  tlic  tomb.  On 
this  important  day,  he  led  cnpiiviLy  cap  live,  and  triumphed 
glorioufly.  It  wms  then  dcnionRrared  to  heaven,  caith,  and 
hell,  th;it  death  was  vanquifliod.  By  his  r.rFrr.g  fTcni  tbc 
cVad  he  hath  conquered  the  po'.vjis  ofdrirkneis  fo  fnall  ns 
riie  thro'  him  and  die  no  more.  *<  For  Lecuuie  he  livtil:,  iT 
"  we  beiicve  inh-.m,  \vz  fhall  live  aUb." 
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Tbe  next  faul  ftroke  which  this  umverial  tyrant  iccdves,  is 
Tehenweare  fandified  by  tbe  influences  of  the  Holy  Ghoft^ 
and  juflified  by  divine  grace.  When  faith  is  implanted  in  the 
fouli  it  then  looks  beyond  the  grave  and  beholds  eternal  life. 
And  althr)'  death  may  injure  him,  it  can  never  deftroy  hinib 
The  believing  foul  forefees  the  day»  **  when  death  (hall  be 
*'  fwallovi  cd  up  of  vi<aory.'*  So  he  may  in  tlic  prefent  time 
lift  up  his  vo'ce  and  fmg  that  triumphant  ibogy  ^  O  death* 
••  where  is  thy  (ling,  O  grave  where  is  thy  vidlory.  For  this 
**  caufe  wc  fdinl  not,  tho'  our  outward  manperiOi,  our  inward 
•*  man  is  rtncweJ  day  by  day,  for  our  light  affii^ion,  tho'  it 
*«  extends  to  tl.c  j;n;ve,  which  is  but  for  a  moment,  worketh  for 
"  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory.^ 
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But  the  lad  (Iroke  that  death  vnH  receive,  and  when  the 
conciuell  lliall  be  perfc«5ltd,  will  be  at  the  refurredion,  and  this 
is  the  viflory  referred  to  in  our  text,  wherin  it  is  affirmed  the 
laft  enemy  that  fliall  be  dcllroyed  is  death.  Many  a  mortal 
wound  it  received  heretofore,  but  now  it  is  completely  van- 
quiilied.  Death  will  be  then  given  to  death.  The  body  lycth 
under  deadi,  and  under  the  penal  cfTcdb  of  fin  till  the  refurrcc- 
tion,  and  it  is  iu  a  fort  penal  to  the  foul  too,  it  is  an  alhy  to 
lis  perfoifl  fcllcliy,  whilll  in  a  (late  of  feparation  horn  the  body^ 
even  tho"  it  ii  in  perfect  glory  with  Jefus  Chrift,  bccanfc  it  is  de- 
prived  of  the  peifeilion  or  full  completion  of  glory,  which  it 
fliall  icceivc  after  the  reiurre^ion,  when  the  whole  man,  foul 
and  body,  will  be  introduced  to  and  confirmed  in  all  the  blef- 
f;;ducrs  cf  eternal  life.  The  Mediator's  work  will  then  be  fi* 
rilhcd  and  acLomplifhed.  All  tilings  fhall  be  completely  icf- 
torcd.  "  Then  ihers  (liall  be  no  moic  death,  nor  ft.rrow,  nor 
•*  crying,  ni>r  p«in,  for  the  former  things  are  pa(rcd  away." 
No  ttrril'Ie  enemy  between  us  and  our  God,  to  prevent  the 
em*inaiions  of  his  love,  or  feclude  us  from  his  prefence.  O ! 
what  a  birili  day  will  it  be,  when  the  grave  fliall  bring  forth  fo 
n>anv  m'lUons  of  fon*  for  glory  r  How  ji)yful  will  the  meeting' 
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of  the  fbul  and  hoij  bcr  who  had  heen  feparated  (o  long  P 
Then  fin  and  tranfgreffion  will  be  finifbed  and  can  do  no  more,. 
<•  And  dfyith  and  hell  will  be  caft  into  the  lake  of  fire."  Thea 
Chrift  (hall  have  accompliihcd  all,  and  will  have  no  more  to 
perform  as  our  Redeemer ;  he  will  hare  placed  all  in  glory 
who  were  given  to  him  before  the  foundation  of  tlic  world. 
Then  (hall  he  deliver  up  the  kingdom  to  the  Father,  and  God 
fball  be  all  in  all. 

The  fabjed  (hall  clMkvith  a  few  deduflions* 


p 


rirfl,  from  death'6  being  fo  great  an  enemy  in  fo  many  rcC 
pe^s  we  are  taught  the  exceeding  malignity  of  fm.  Sin  hath 
entered  into  the  \%'prld,  and  death  its  never  failing  companion 
attends  it,  and  thus  death  hath  pa/Ted  upon  all  men,  inafinnch 
as  all  have  finned.  It  is  (in  which  gives  death  all  his  power 
and  dominion.  Without  (in  death  could  neither  ezift  nor 
reign.  Hence  we  fhould  ufe  all  po(£ble  means  to  deftroy  it^ 
which  has  been  fo  inftrumental  in  our  deftrudlon.  Let  fm 
be  the  tn^my  we  (hall  chiefly  oppofei  By  a  proper  oppofition 
to  him,  wc  (liall  conqu^  death  itielf  and  difarm  it  of  its  fiing  ; 
let  us  fight  neither  againfl  fmall  nor  great,  but  againft  this 
implacable  foe.  He  is  a  foe,  he  is  a  murderer  indeed,  who 
■would  ckrtrny  beth  foul  and  body  without  any  caufc.  Let  us 
th-Tc fore  carry  on  uiiceafing  war  againft  fin  as  our  mod  dea  dly, 
linrciifonable,  and  mofl  dangerous  enemy.  Let  us  get  it  ilain, 
by  fan^iirying  j;race  derived  from  Chriil  Jefus,  before  it  fliall 
Cay  us.  Sin  mult  be  (lain  or  it  will  furtly  deftroy  us  fortvcr. 
It  is  An  which  l.aih  made  fueh  univerfal  havoc  anoiong  man- 
kind, which  hath  fl.iin  all  tliC  nations  of  the  earth  age  after 
2  70,  and  hath  made  our  world  an  jfce/Jama,  a  field  of  blood. 
It  is  he  who  hathhuriied  death  upon  our  near  relatives,  upon 
our  inlimate  friends  and  dear  companions,  and  who  will  quick- 
ly delliry  us>  a*:  leaft  our  bodies,  alfo.  Wherefore  let  us  no 
longer,  let  us  never  be  at  peace  with  fuch  an  enemy,  but  let  us 


mai^taia  an  abAinate  and  continsal  war  with  twf  iniquitff 
tfulting  in  Chrill  the  captain  of  our  ialvatioa,  under  whafe 
banner  ve  (hzU  come  off  conqaerore  and  more  than  conqu«r- 
'ors.  When  wc  weep  and  mnom  over  the  corpfc  of  a  departed 
friend,  fiiall  we  net  thtnlt  vith  abhorrence  of  the  caiife  of  the 
pale  ruia  and  wounding  feparadon  i  IM  us  hate  and  abhor 
fin,  which  bas  entailed  fuch  evil  upon  the  world,  is  infinitely 
difplcafiog  to  God|  and  coH  his  eternal  Ion  fo  dear. 

Secondly,  we  learn  from  this  doArine,  from  the  viAory  ob- 
tained over  this  enemyi  the  great  love  and  power  of  JeHu 
Chrift,  who  condefcended  to  enter  the  lifts  with  this  nv'gbty 
combatant,  and  after  an  engagement  beyond  the  comprehen- 
fion  of  men,  came  off  triumphant ;  "  Who  diro'  death  deftroy' 
"  ed  hini  who  had  the  power  of  death."  Herein  was  the  love 
of  Chrift  manifefted,  that  when  we  were  taken  captive  by  Sa- 
tani  and  were  dead  in  tr^paffes  and  fins,  Jdiii  the  Saviour 
tiodertook  for  us  and  ranfomed  us  from  death  and  the  grave. 
What  returns  fhalt  we  make  for  thefe  wonders  of  love  i  Ought 
we  not  to  return  to  hi(n  our  whole  hearts  and  lives  {  Herein 
is  fafety,  fecurity  and  confolaiion  that  the  fecond  death,  even 
death  eternal,  can  never  injure  us.  When  the  Ihafts  of  natural 
death  are  continually  fl}*ing  thick  around  us,  ought  we  not 
lolemnly  to  conflder  how  we  may  be  uble  to  encounter  the 
king  of  terrors  ?  If  we  take  Chrift  for  our  Kader  and  captain, 
wc  Ihall  furely  prevail  For  this  purpofe,  let  us  furnifli  and 
(;Lrd  oui-fclves  for  the  war.  "  Put  on  the  whole  armour  of 
*'  God,  for  wc  wrellle  not  againft  tiefli  and  blood,  but  againil 
"  principalities,  agalnll  powers,  againft.  die  rulers  of  the  dark- 
"  ncfs  of  till'  world,  againft  fpiriinal  wickednefs  in  high  places. 
"  Wherefore  take  unto  you  the  whole  armour  of  God,  that  ye 
"  may  beable  towithftandintheevil  day,  anj  hitving  i! one  all 
"  to  Hand.  Staad  thertfor;  having  your  loins  g'rt  about  with 
'*  tnilh,  and  having  on  '.he  brc.J!  f btc  uf  jightccumsrs,  iiii4 
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**  yoiir  feet  fhod  with  the  pftparation  of  the  gofpcl  of  pdltft  \ 
^<  above  all  taking  the  BakLd  of  feith,  wherewith  ye  fliall  be  able 
**  to  quench  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wrcked,  and  take  the  helmet 
*^  of  falvadon,  and  the  fword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the 
**  word  of  God  Finally,  my  brediren,  be  ftrong  in  the  Lord 
^  and  in  the  power  of  h!s  might."  Now  if  we  put  on  this  chrif* 
iian  armoar  and  bravely  ufe  the  fame^  the  vi6lory  will  fureiy 
be  our  own.  Let  ua  iecure  the  otie  dung  needful,  for  we  daily 
(ise  that  neither  young  nor  old,  learned  nor  unlearned,  but 
moil  enter  the  field  of  battle.  Wherefore,  <'  watch  ye,  (land 
«'«  faft  in  the  faith,  quit  you  like  men,  be  ftrong.'^  Let  us  learn 
to  live  every  day  as  if  it  were  oxir  laft.  When  we  enjoy  one 
day,  we  have  no  certainty  of  another.  We  know  no  more 
that  we  ihall  behold  another  rifmg  fun,  than  if  we  were  now 
upon  a  dying  bed,  our  phyfician^  had  given  us  over,  and  our 
friends  ftandmg  weeping  around  us  at  our  expiring  and  ago^ 
tiifing  groans.  Let  us  all  be  admoniflied  to  prepare  for  fick- 
neis  and  our  dtflblutioii.  Let  ns  be  eofployed  in  the  exercifes 
of  felf  examination,  repentance  of  and  humiliation  fof  fin. 
confefling  the  iaroe,  renewing  covenant  with  God,  mortifying 
corr option,  living  by  faith,  denying  ourfel^es  and  mediutiDg 
on  heaven.  Let  the  counfcl  of  our  Lc^d  ever  abide  upon  our 
minds,  «  Be  ye  alfo  ready.'' 


SERMON    XXXVII. 


Hie  dotlrine  of  the  RefurreUion  Jtated  and 

proved. 


Daniel  xii.  2.  And  many  of  tht^m  that  fleep  in  the  dnji  of  the 
earth  Jhall  anuake,  finte  to  everiafting  life^andfime  to  JbatHC 
and  everlafiing  contemft^ 


THE  dodhrine  of  ilie  refurretaion  of  the  deail,  aWio*  in  fome 
rcfpcfls  it  is  both  marvelous  and  myftcrious,  yet  it  is  of  the  u$»- 
inofl  certainty,  and  neceffaxily  compofcs  an  article  of  the 
chrilHan's  creed.  In  thefc  days  of  fcepticifm,  it  is  denied  by 
many,  who  tho'  ihcy  do  not  entirely  renounce  the  name  of 
chriftian  In  profcflion,  ftrangely  allegorife  away  this  as  well  as 
fome  other  diftinguilhing  truths  of  flivine  revelation.  This 
will  always -be  the  cafe  with  mankind  when  they  exalt  their 
«wn  wifdom  and  anderRa.nding  abotre  the  pliin  declarations  of 
heaven.  They  will  continually  be  the  fubjedls  of  error  and  de- 
lafion.  When  pcrfons  depart  from  the  fimple  and  obvious 
meaning  of  languaj^r,  ihe  plain  relation  of  fadls  and  things  dc- 
li\'ered  in  the  oracles  of  truth,  and  begin  co  fpirlcuaUfe  pnd  alle- 
gorilV  evci  y  matter  that  is  fpok<rn,  they  never  fail  of  falling 
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into  the  grodcft  inconfiilencet  and  contradi Atoms,  vid  ofttfmihe 
final  ifTae  is  the  rooft  bbfphemous  infidelity.     The  rain  snan» 
who  withes  to  be  efteemed  wife»  freqaentlj  attempts  to  mar  this 
glorious  dodrine  in  our  text,  yet  it  is  a  doArine  which  will  ftill 
l)e  believed  by  all  who  adhere  to  the  plain  and  literal  intention 
of  their  bibles.    It  :s  a  dodfaine,  notv^thflandifig  there  may  be 
fome  difficulties  attending  it,  yet  blefled  be  God  it  contains 
neither  abfurdity  nor  impoffibility.    Some  who  are  ready  to 
fear  if  there  (hould  be  a  reforrefdonythey  may  be  ofth'e  nnhap. 
py  number  that  (hall  arife  to  eTerlaftinglhame  and  contempt, 
would  therefore  invent  objedions  againft  the  truth,  rather  than 
entertain  the  tormenting  diought.     But  whether  they  believe 
it  or  not,  it  is  equally  the  fame,  the  word  of  God  remains  true 
imd  ftedfaft,  and  what  the  Lord  hath  affirmed  (hall  infallibly 
come  to  pafs.     This  is  a  doArine  delivered  both  in  the  old 
Teftament  and  the  new,  by  the  prophets  and  apoftles  and  by 
Chrid  himfelf,  by  whom  the  dead  fhall  be  raifed  up,  therefore 
thofe  #ho  willtiot  believe  It,  ^hcnit  enters  to  deeply  into  the 
whole  chriftian  fyftem,  it  is  not  probable  they  would  believe 
tho'  one  came  from  the  dead.     This  do^lnne  tho'  terrible  to 
the  wicked,  yet  it  adminifters  great  joy  and  confolation  to  the 
people  of  God.     In  the  verfe  preceding  our  text  the  prophet 
Daniel  is  evidently  prediding  the  approach  of  the  gofpel  ftate. 
When  Michael  the  great  prince,  that  is  Jefus  Chrift,  Aall  ftand 
up  for  the  people  of  God,  then  will  be  a  time  of  great  trouble 
to  the  wicked,  to  Satan  and  all  Uie  implacable  enemies  of  his 
kini^dom,  but  it  will  be  a  feafon  of  joy  and  gladnefs  of  heart  to 
thofe  whofe  names  are  written  in  the  book  of  life  ;  for  delive- 
rance and  falvation  (hall  come  unto  them.     Then  at  the  con- 
fummation  of  all  things  will  be  fulfilled  this  declaration,  **  Ma- 
•*  ny  of  them  that  deep  in  the  dud  of  the  earth  (hall  awake, 
"  fome  to  everliirtlng  life,  and  fome  to  fliame  and  evcrlafting 
•*  contempt."     They  who  are  fond  of  oppofing  the  dodrineof 
the  refill  r^'v^inr..  •:ind  boldly  urge  ihiit  tlie  old  Tedament  is  fi- 
knt  npon  ..h'^    icaJ,  are  greatly  perplexed  with  the  argument 
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1-  dui  paflkge.    ybfff  naAj  pretend  dwie  vordr 
■luft  be  taken  not  in  a^literal  bnt  io  ft  mcta^orlul  xnd  €ga— 
faurefenfe.    Tbey  ft^i  it  fignifiei  ns  mora  thUi  tbedeliTentnce 
of  thecbavcb  from  tbe  grteroM^KTfecadoni  oP Antiochtai  tBe 
king  of  Sjiot  and  deeping  in  the  dnfi  of  the  cartfai  was  the 
Jcwi  hiding   ihcm&lTet  in  liol«  and  cms,  in  onbr  to  avoid 
the  fuTf  of  that  crnel  tyrant.    Bbc  it  ii  abnadentlT^  cTtdent 
Daniel  had  concioded  iiii  propbeiy-  rel^te^g  the  perfecntion 
of  Antiochoi  in  the  fonner  chapter  with  thefe  words,  **  He 
•'  fball  come  to  hii  end  and  none  fliall  help  him."    Sleeping, 
in  tbe  duft  it  a  vtrj   unnatnral  figure   tc7  exhibit  flying  into 
caves  and  defcrti ;  and  a  deliverance  from  this  perfecution 
would  be  Terj  aufewardl]'  eipreffed  by  being  raifed  to  ever- 
lafting  contempr  [  and  could  the  haf pineft  of  fuch  a  deliver- 
ance be  termed  ereriafttng  life,  whev  at  beR  it  conM  only  be  a> 
temporal  falvatiM*    But  thefe  words  plainly  and  moft  cer- 
tainly leach,  that  there  will  be  a  refurredion  of  the  dud,  and 
niimerout  are  tbe  otbor  anthorities  in  the  fcripiurei  fbr  the 
eflabliihment  of  this  doarine.    The  only  difficulty  in  the  text 
is  the  word  many,   "Many  of  them  that  lleep  in  the  duft."' 
Xhif  would  leem   at  ficfiview  to  imply  an  exception  of  fome 
that  ftoold  Dot  awakeitrboraifed..  Bat  the  original  word  irtiicb 
il  here  rendered  manyi  it  very  frequently  and  and  more  pro- 
perly tranlhued  mnltitade,  and  bebg  tfans  rendered  here  ex* 
pp«JIes  the  moft  perleA  univerfality.    *<The  ranltitnde  of  them 
«•  that  fleep  in  the  dull  of  the  earth  ihall  awake,"  that  is  all  . 
the  dead  withoacthe  exception  ofa  fingle inflancei    This  text 
U  alluded  to  and'  explained  by  oar  Saviour  when  he   faysj 
•■All  that  arc  in  their  graves  fliall  hear  his  voice  and 'come 
«  forth,  they  that  have  done  good  unto  ihb  refurvAion  of  liie 
•'  aod  they  that  liare  done  evil  unto  the  refarreftion  of  damna- 
■'  tion."     Hence  the  many  or  multitude  of  them  that  fbatl 
awake  exprefies  all,  or  tbe  moft  complete  univerfality.    By 
deeping  in  the  daft  of  the  earth  is  meant  the  dead,  whether  bu> 
lied ingravcSf  laid  is  tomtor  hunt  to  aflin,  dBOwnedisthcrcsih 
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dtrottttd  \ff  wild  bfiadsy  or  eaten  by  eaanaiwLs.  Vfhcrtvrs 
their  remasQS  are  or  however  difpofeJ  of,  \hcy  (kaU  all  be  ga' 
thered  up  at  the  laft  day.  All  tlieir  dud  (hall  be  coUe^d  aod 
reanimated ;  and  every  foal  be  united  to  hi»  former  body»  both- 
good  and  bad.  The  former  will  be  rati'ed  to  everlafting  liA^ 
or  confumznate  felicity  in  the  ccleftial  world,  and  the  latter  to 
mifery,  fhame  and  everlafting  contempt  and  torment.  This  is 
the  manifeft  meaning  of  this  text. 

In  the  Hrfl:  place  we  (hall  endeavour  to  eitabliih  the  dodiinc 
which  it  coutains,  or  prove  that  diere  will  be  a  refurrew^ion  of 

the  dead. 

t 

Secondly,  confider  fomething  of  the  manner  in  v^Iiich  the 
dead  (hall  be  railed. 

Firft,  we  are  to  cndfavont  further  to  eilablifh  thcdo<flnne 
contained  in  the  text  that  tliere  (hall  be  a  relurrcAion  of  the 
dead.  "  The  many  or  mukitade  of  them  that  lleep  in  the  dull 
■*  of  the  earth  (hall  awak;."  It  may  be  here  obfcrvcd  this  is  a 
doftrine  of  pure  revelation,  which  the  light  of  nature  conid  ne- 
ver difcovcr,  but  when  revealed,  rcafon  :s  picafed  with  i?. 
When  known,  it  clearly  contains  nothing  irrational  or  incon- 
(iftcnt.  Reafon  cannot  fuggeft  any  thing  againft  it,  for  God 
is  infinite  in  power,  wifdcm  and  truth,  therefore  the  refurrcc- 
tion  of  the  d;ad  may  be  infallibly  etlablifhed  from  the  peifcj- 
tions  of  Jehovali.  While  God  is  almighty  none  can  difpcte 
but  that  he  is  able  to  raife  the  dtad.  lie  who  could  create 
worlds  by  the  word  of  his  mouth,  and  make  man  atliiil  of  th^ 
dull  of  the  ground,  and  continues  uncijangcahly  th»:  fame, 
fuiely  he  mult  be  able  to  railc  him  fiorn  the  datt  again. 

We  have  it  fully  afcertained  diat  God  hath  raifed  many 
fiom  the  dead  ;  fuch  as  the  ion  of  tlie  widnw  of  Sarepia, — the 
Shunamitc*s  fon, — The  man  call  into  the  fepulcliie  of  Elifca,** 


Jiiir*'*  dangbtsr,  the  vidov't  fes  ia  NaiSi  Lazarw,  DDrcn* 
lee— The  wi&Ioiii  and  knowledf^  of  the  moft  high  aifo  cm- 
inm  diii  doiftrine.  As  with  him  all  thmgi  arc  poflible,  to  to 
hinaU things  are  known.  He  knomcTcrj  panicle  of  haman 
dufi  and  wbereit  lies.  Altho'  thefe  pardcles,  which  were  once 
GonlUntent  parti  of  the  bod^i  have  gone  thro' teh  theufaod 
changes ;  although  perhaps  they  ma^  have  grown  up  into 
grafs,  thU  grais  eaten  b;  the  beafts  of  the  field,  and  tbefs 
again  by  men,  a  milliun  of  omes  ofer,  yet  he  whofc  omnUci- 
ence  at  once  bebolJs  every  atom  in  the  nniTerfc,  that  erer  was 
or  will  be,  Jn  alt  its  vai  ious  poficions  and  fitiiations,  it  is  infi- 
nilcly  eafy  with  him  to  feparate  dn(l  ftom  duft,  and  replace 
every  particle  where  it  originally  belonged. 

The  g'eat  and  fpecutaiire  objeAion  offered  agunH  this  doc- 
trine is,  there  are  whole  nations  of  cannibals  who  feall  and 
nounlhtheinfcWesonhutnanfIefli,andthe  particles  of  one  body 
become  notrition  and  gu  to  the  conlUtuung  of  another,  or 
the  particles  of  buried  bodies  grow  up  into  bcrbt  and  aie  eaten, 
fo  that  br  one  means  and  another,  the  felf  lame  particles  msj 
have  gone  to  the  furmation  and  fupport  of  a  thoufand  men- 
Nuw  Iceing  this  is  the  cafe,  how  can  tJiefe  thoufand  perfons  U 
raifed  at  one  and  the  lame  time,  fmce  they  never  had  but  the 
panielesof  one  lindy  among  them  all  ?  To  this  I  would  an> 
fwer,  firfl  as  Qhiiii  did  to  the  Sadducccs  of  old,  who  denied 
this  lii.flrine,  and  p:opofcd  a  cafe  rerpcfling  a  womati  who  had 
f-ven  hiifcands  i'ucc;Sively,  and  pertly  enquired  whole  wife  fha 
ftiould  be  in  the  reforreflion.  «  Ye  do  eir  fays  he,  not  know. 
•■  ing  the  fcriptures  ncr  t!ie  power  of  God."  Fully  intiipating 
thnt  if  tliey  underltood  the  fcriptures  or  the  power  and  wifdom 
of  God,  they  could  raife  no  fucb  objeAion. 

Again,  let  this  objeflioo  be  anfwered  by  St.  Paul,  for  fomt 
hnd  attempted  to  threw  diificullies  in  his  way  on  this  bead. 
"  Some  will  fay,  how  are  the  dead  raifed  up  f  and  with  what 


^  body  do  diey  come  ?  To  this  he  repliesf  thoa  fool,  that  whicft 
<*  thou  ibweft  is  not  quickened  except  it  die,  and  that  vrhich 
«<  thott  fowefty  thou  foweft  not  that  (hall  be.  but  bare  grain,  ic 
*<  may  chance  of  wheat  or  fome  other  grain,  but  God  givetfa 
«<  it  a  body  as  it  hath  pleafed  him,  and  to  every  (eed  his  own 
^  body/'    Now  in  this  argoment  the  apoftle  pbunly  allows 
that  it  is  by  no  means  neceflary  to  the  refurreAion  of  the  fame 
perfbn,  that  every  pirtide  of  which  he  was  compoled  thro' 
life,  and  which  conftitnted  him  at  death,  muft  be  railed  and 
colleded  into  one  heap  to  form  the  fame  man.    No  it  is  highly 
probable  a  part  of  that  which  was  once  the  human  body  will 
be  perfedly  fufficient  to  conftitute  it  the  fame.     As  the  apoftle 
inftances  of  wheat  being  fown,  it  grows  up  into  ftallc,  blade, 
ear,  chafF  and  grain,  all  this  large  body,  altho'  it  is  not  the 
fame  with  the  bare  grain  that  was  fown,  yet  it  arifes  from  the 
fame  feed,  and  every  feed  has  its  own  body  ;  fo  alio  is  the  re. 
furre<5iion  of  the  dead,     lliere  will  be  a  great  difference  be- 
tween the  bodies  raifed,  and  thofe  which  were  laid  in  the  dull. 
Yet  every  individual  body  will  have  fo  much  of  what  it  was 
formerly  compofed  as  is  nece^ary  to  conftitute  it  identically 
the  fame. 

Further  it  may  be  juftly  obferved  in  aofwer  to  this  objedlion* 
ro  man  remains  ccmpofed  cf  the  fame  numerical  particles^ 
without  addition  or  diminution,  for  anv  one  hour  of  his  life* 
The  man  who  lies  down  to  flcep,  in  the  evening,  when  he 
awakes  has  loft  many  thoufands  of  particles  during  the  nighty 
which  are  gone  off  by  fweat,  perl'piraticn,  &c.  yet  he  is  the 
fame  perfon  he  was  in  the  nrxrnirg,  tho'  not  cempofcd  cf  all 
the  f;imc  individual  particles.  A  grofs  man  tliat  isfcixed  with 
ficknefs  and  reduced  to  a  ficeleton  or  to  a  ftate  of  great  lean* 
nefs,  he  is  ftlll  the  fame  perfon  he  formerly  was,  altho*  perhaps 
half  his  weight  is  wafted  away  ;  and  when  he  recovers  health 
and  h's  former  bulk,  he  is  ftlli  the  fame,  al  ho'  few  particles 
compofe  his  body  which  did  before.     Thus  by  the  confiant 
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«!ianges  an  bodies  undergo*  Methufdah  mnft  have  bcea  oom% 
pofed  of  very  different  particles  when  he  was  a  yoath  and 
trhen  he  was  nine  hundred  and  Iizty-nine  years  old  ;  yet  he 
was  the  fame  identical  peifoa  when  old  that  he  was  when 
young.  Thus  it  will  be  in  the  refurrcQiony  that  many  parti* 
cles  conftitudng  the  body  at  death  whether  added  or  not,  fuffi^ 
cient  wiU  be  raifed  by  infinite  wifdom  and  powelr  to  conftitnte 
the  perfon  perftdly  the  fame*  he  will  be  confcious  to  himfelf 
that  he  is  the  (ame»  and  be  fully  recogufed  by  all  who  former* 
ly  knew  him.  All  that  is  neceflSuy  for  us  to  be  affiired  of  is» 
that  every  pardcular  body  has  certain  appropriate  and  eflenti* 
al  pardclesy  that  whenever  united  and  animated,  completely 
conftitute  the  fame  perfon ;  and  the  eflenttal  particles  of  one 

body  nerer  become  the  eflential  particles  of  another  body, 
therefore  the  fame  perfon  can  at  no  time  pafs  away  into  differ- 
ent perfous.  Thus  as  God  is  ommfcienc  and  knows  where  all 
thefe  eifentlal  particles  are,  whether  they  have  be«n  burnt  to 
aHies  or  funk  in  the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  and  as  he  is  infinitely 
ableto  collecl  thefe  particles,  if  fcattered  into  and  mingled  with 
all  the  particles  of  the  earth,  and  of  them  renew  tlie  r;ime  man  ; 
from  hence  it  follows,  that  the  refurreAicn  is  clearly  derr.or\- 
ilrated  from  the  power  and  wifdom  of  God. 

The  laft  argument  is  drawn  from  the  truth  of  God.  lt\ic 
IS  a  being  that  cannot  lie,  and  his  word  plainly  reveals  this 
do^rine,  then  it  mud  furely  be  eAabliihed  beyond  all  contti- 
diflion.  It  was  a  trutli  believed  by  all  the  ancient  faints.  W^ 
find  Hannah,  that  woman  of  eminent  piety  declaiing  it  in  her 
fong ;  "The  Lord  killeth  and  m£.<keth  alive,  he  bringeth  Juwn 
•*'  to  the  grave  and  he  bilngeth  up."  TIiiis  lae  gave  her  tefli* 
mony,  that  God  maketh  alive  and  raileth  the  dead  from  their 
graves. — The  faith  ot  J<-b  is  fully  in  favour  of  this  truth,  whcii 
he  a£rms,  **  I  know  ihat  my  r:dei:n2er]iveth,  and  tliathe  (halj 
"  ft.xnd  at  the  latter  da/  upon  ll.e  earth,  and  tho*  after  wy 
•'  (kin  worm.-:  Jrflroy  iliis  bo*-^/,  v^t  luniy  fl-li  .^iU  I  f<r^  'ioci. 
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•»  vhom  I  ihall  fee  for  myleir,  and  my  eyts  (hall  bdiold  tad 
»  not  another.  If  a  man  die  he  (hall  live  again.  Man  lieth 
"  down  and  rifcih  not,  until  the  hcaTcns  (hall  be  no  more  ?  they 
•«  (ball  not  awake,  nor  be  railed  out  of  flccp."  Thus  Job 
firmly  believed  in  the  dodrine  of  a  refurredion.  The  Pfidmift 
teftiS^d  the  fame  thing  when  he  faid  ;  «*  Thou  wilt  not  leave 
^  my  foul  in  hell,  that  is  in  the  ftate  of  the  dead,  neither 
<*  wilt  thou  fufFer  thine  holy  one  to  fee  corruption."  The  pro. 
phet  Ifiiiah,  when  fpeaking  of  the  Mefliah,  fays,  **  That  he 
^  will  fwallocv  up  death  in  viAory."  So  fpeaks  Hofeah,  **I 
•^  will  raxifom  them  from  the  power  of  the  grave."  The 
apofds  inibims  us  of  the  faith  of  Abraham  on  this  head,  iriien 
offering  his  fun  Ifaac,  "  He  accounted  that  God  was  able 
<*  to  niifc  him  up  even  from  the  dead."  Our  Saviour  proves, 
the  dcklrioe  of  the  lefuireciion  from  Mofcs.  "  Now  that  the 
**  dead  are  raifed ,  fa}'s  he,  even  Mofes  (hewed  at  the  bulb,  when 
"  he  called  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Abraham,  the  God  of  Uaac, 
*'  and  thv:  God  of  Jacob,  for  he  is  not  a  God  of  the  dead  but 
'•  of  ihe  livinjx."  The  fcr'tbes  approved  of  this  argument,  and 
the  SiiJiiuctts  v.'cre  put  to  iilcncc  ;  the  one  replied,  "  Matter 
•*  \lir\\  ]::\[l  \y'A\  Taid  ;  and  tiic  ©ilicr  after  that  durft  not  afk 
"  i:iiii  JiiV  vjiitilion."  The  prophet  l^zckiel  beautifully  illuf- 
t:.i:ts:Irs  iwith  in  his  relation  of  hisvlfion  of  the  valley  of  dry 
b' n  ■",  iKJr  reviving,  bono  uniting  iiCc\t  with  its  bone,  their 
ztK  L  \  i;.,;  flefn  and  breath  and  life.  "  The  apoftles  taught  tlie 
*'  pt'cplc  :ind  preached  thro'  Chriil  the  refurrc<aion  of  the 
«*  dca J."  Paul  fuid,  *«  I  have  hope  toward  God ,  that  there  fnall 
«  be  a  rtfurret5lion  of  the  dead,  bothof  the  juft  and  the  unjuft. 
"  \\  \\y  :l.*;:i:ditl)e  lhcug!ita  tiling  incredible  v;iih  you  that  God 
•*  fiioiild  r;;i'e  rl>c  dead.*'  It  is  often  pofitivcly  afGrmedi 
**  Goi^  q  :ickci.?tli  iJi-doad,  God  raifeth  {hi  dead,"  &c.  Yea 
the  H'::!''  rules  in  fiiproTt  cf  tlus  doctrine  ai-:  fo  pohncd  an! 
nuni:?..'.-,  'hat  linic  v.'ou!J  fail  in  the  lecitation.  It  w;<5 
tai:..:  t  i-v  Mofes  and  tlu  pp.phets,  by  Clitiil  and  his  apofl].>, 
lt'rh..t  \\y,  ■!  >1.- .''"iptuio..  arc  hdl  of  pioois  for  thii  pui^oi". 
uLil  iS  i;.i.;t  M.-.ii  '.ui.,:  ::•  ,\.it:i  w..;;  .uUTilioii  tO  iKe 


Smo«4  thing  propored,  which  was  to  canfidn-  fomething 
of  the  rozoner  in  which  the  dead  fliall  be  taifcd,  "  Some  to 
*■  everUfting  life,  «ad  Itime  to  ihaooe  aad  everlaAiag  cob- 
"  tempt." 

With  refpeA  to  the  bodies  of  the  feints  which  flull  be  raifad 
to  ererUEling  life,  tlie  fcrlptures  every  wh<;re  iiwkj  ilit  moll 
glorioDs  Kprefentrtti'jns  of  tlieir  ercellency.  of  their  bejutjr  an>l 
th:ir  rpUndur.  The  great  rerurrcAioa  d<iy  will  be  ulhered  in 
with  amazing  grandeur  and  magni6cence.  CUill  fh>(ll  tie- 
fceni  in  all  the  pomp  of  the  celeftiat  world,  mighty  liofts  i.f 
«ngels,  of  cherubs  ar.d  firnphj  (hall  :iu:nd  him,  tile  iruTp 
of  God  (kail  fill  heaven,  earch  and  h:ll  wjih  its  found,  and 
thef  thut  fleep  in  the  dutt  (hdl  hear  bts  voice  and  cooie  iorth. 
The  godly  Ihall  b:  raifed  out  of  their  graves  by  the  fpirit  of 
Clirilt.  "  He  that  raifed  up  Cbritl  from  ihe  dead  lliall  idfo 
"  quick :ii  your  motul  bodies,  by  his  fpirii  that  dwellcth  in 
"  )-i>u."  Tilt  wicked  alio  (hall  be  railed  by  ihe  omnipotent 
arm,  by  I'^e  faiii;  pcvbfr  which  had  eiicloiVd  their  faiiU  in  hell, 
anJ  imprifoiiEd  ihcir  bodies  in  the  cjrth ;  ihefe  muil  come 
fjtth  all  cloaihcd  in  deformity  and  honor  Cj  receive  tluir  irte- 
verHble  dooii;u 

tn  regard  to  the  qualities  with  which  th;  bodies  of  the  faint* 
fliall  be  raiicd,th;  apoftles  informs  us,  they  (h:dl  be  incnr- 
rCptable,  glorious,  powerful  and  fpiritual.  "  Ic  is  fownin 
='  c.irrupiton,  it  is  railed  in  corruption  j  it  is  finvn  in  dilhouor 
"it  is  rjifedia  glory  i  ii  is  fowii  in  weakntfs,  it  is  raifed  in 
"  power  ;  it  is  Ibwn  a  natural  body,  it  is  raifed  a  fpiiitual  bo- 
»  dy." 

Fifft  the  body  U  fuwn  In  corrnptioa  but  it  is  nifel  in  Incor- 

r.'.pu.m.     The  faints  are  buried  in  the  ground  a  mafs  of  cor- 

ropticn  and  patreiii  Ulm  like  others,  but  in  the  fplenje'l  nior- 

n'-.ig  (if  the  ic'i'ric.':;.;;i,   tli:v  will  ariie  iiwonup^b's.      Thev 
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Will  then  hftve  ncMnore  corruptible  materiak  in  dieir  natoiVy  no 
more  fubjed  to  pain,  ficknefs  nor  death.  They  fliall  foreTer  ft>«- 
,ifh  in  immortal  yoath,  vigonr  aiid  beaut}'.  Tbey  Aall  then  be 
prefented  to  God  without  rpot»  or  wrtnUej  or  any  fuch  thing. 
They  will  not  be  raifed  as  they  died,  fume  dccriped  and  de* 
formed,  fome  maimed  and  mutilated,  fome  mortified  and 
covered  with  ulcers,  fome  wafted  by  confumptions  and  tome 

bloated  to  an  enormous  (ize  by  hydropical  dilbrders,  but  they 
will  artfe  every  .one  in  all  the  perfeAion  of  bcaiity,  an  ezaft 
fy mmetry  of  features  and  a  juft  proportion  of  all  their  paxtS« 
In  one  word,diey  will  be  raifed  in  all  imaginable  excellency* 

Secondly,  the  body  is  fown  in  difhonor^  but  it  israifed  in  glcL 
ry.  The  body  while  here  is  often  covered  with  a  loatlifome  and 
forbidding  deformity,  and  it  is  hurried  into  the  grave  a  heap 

of  (Icnch  and  rottenneis,  but  in  the  refurreAion  it  (hall  appear 
a  glorious  body.  Theyvfball  arife,  in  majefty,  dignity,  beatt« 
ty  and  fplendor.  They  fhall  then  dune  as  the  fiars  of  heaven 
and  as  tli^  fun  in  the  finiument. 

ThiiJly,  it  isfown  in  wcakricfs,  bin  it  is  raifed  in  power. 
It  ci:iuls  thio'  diis  wcrM  feeble,  vcaiy  and  faint  ;  it  falls  inti» 
tl:c  duU  abfolute  wealiuefs.  It  cannot  defend  itfelf  againft 
wonnb  and  putrcfafli on.  But  when  it  arifes,  it  will  be  pow- 
erful aud  (liong  ^  it  u  ill  be  all  life,  vigor  and  adivity.  There 
willlie  no  more  wealcnefs,  wearinefs  or  fatigue.  There  will  be 
p^ifcd  lircngthand  ability  to  fuftaiu  without  the  leaft  uneafi- 
nei's  the  cieinal  weigiit  of  glory,  tliat  ihall  be  placed  upon. 
them.  TIh'v  will  be  ih'^.n  poweifvl  irideed,  perfeilly  able  with 
a  h'4py  agiiity  lo  ex. cute  all  the  purpofesand  defiresof  the 

roui;l.ly,it  rs  fown  a  natural  body,  but  It  Is  raifed  a  fphi- 
*ual  Kniyr  h  defcends  to  die  grave  an  animal  body,  which 
■*.i'^  f.biLlod  hy  food  -ind  drink,  b>  fleep  and  air  ;  but  in    the 
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itiiiircfiiim  it  fiiall  appear  of  a  mach  more  refined  oontextnre ; 
h  will  be  endued  with  fuch  fpiritual  qualities  as  to  Hand  in  no 
need  of  fuch  animal  refrefliments ;  there  will  then  be  no  more 

• 

need  of  food  or  drink  or  raiment.  The  body  will  then  fubfift 
after  a  fpiritual  manner,  for  they  (hall  be  at  tl:e  angels.  But 
who  candefcribe  the  glory,  the  beauty » power,  incorruptibility 
IpiritDality  and  feraphic  nature  of  the  raifed  and  glorified  be* 
diet }  Blefled  and  happy  are  they  who  (hall  obtain  a  part  in  the 
firft  refurredion. 

Bat  the  manner  in  Which  the  bodies  of  the  wicked  (hall  be 
xaiied  in  that  day  will  be  pcrfcdlly  the  rercHt  of  all  this.  They 
will  be  deftitute  of  all  glory,  beatxtf  and  comelinefs.  They  will 
a&end  from  their  graves  in  all  the  horrors  of  deformity,  with 
ghaftly  vifagesy  diflorted  countenances^  writhing  memhent, 
convulCed  breafts,  and  all  their  looks  terrible.  Let  ns  turn 
from  the  odious  pidurc,  and  deteftable  fight.  They  comr 
forth  the  abhorring  of  all  flefh ;  vefiels  of  uglinefs  and  difliooor, 
to  comprehend  all  ia  one  dreadful  phrafe,  their  refnrre^ion  - 
will  be  the  refmreftiDii  of  damnation. 

Thu  lecture  (ball  conclude  with  a  few  refiedions. 

Pirft  this  doAHne  (hould  raift  the  fouls  of  true  chriflians  in- 
to raptnres  of  confiibtion.     How  tranfporting  the  tlionghr 
tho'  you  die»  yet  fhall  ye  lire ;  you  fliall  greatly  live  in  the  re- 
gions of  immortal  bliis  ^    How   ineffably  glorious  will  the 
meeting  of  the  foul  and  body  be  ;  your  vi^ory  over  (In,  over 
death,  over  Satan  and  all  your  enemies  will  then  be  complete. 
Tho'  your  bodies  here  may  be  decriped,  difmembered  and  de- 
formed, yet  hereafter  they  fliall  appear  in  all  the  perfeSion  of 
beauty.     Tho'  now  wrecked  with  pain,  faint  with  ficknefs* 
covered  with  loathfome  fores,  yet  dien  you  fliall  be  ftrong»  . 
powerful,  alert  and  adive.    Tbo'  now  defpifed  and  held  in  <• 
contempt  by  the  world;  yet  tlktt  fou  fliall  be  honored,  cloatb- 
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cd  m  wWtc  robes,  crowns  ofglcry  on  your  IitadTs,  jrndTcep- 
tres  of  dominion  ui  your  hands. — What  obligations,  O  what 
delJtjhtful  obligations  arc  bdicvcrs  under  to  render  love,  praifs 
and  thanksgiving  to  God  and  to  JefusChrift  >  That  fuch  lif^^ 
glory  and  felicity  are  procured  for  you,  that  death  is  vanquifh- 
ed,  lin  deftroyed,  the  grave  conquered,  and  all  heaven  is 
your.<.  What,  O  cliriilians,  ought  your  lives  to  be  in  this 
^orld  ?     what  faith,  what  gralitudey  zeal  and  holy  living  ? 

l^  Secondly,  this  foknjn  do^rinc  fpeaks  noiliing  but  terror  to 
the  workers  of  iniquity.  You  will  be  dragged  from  your  graves 
-with  (hamo  and  contempt.  Your  cries  will  be  to  the  rocks  and 
the  mountains  to  fall  on  you  and  hide  you  from  the  a\vfu^ 
fcenc.  Your  faces  will  gather  blackiici's,  and  what  pencil  caa 
paint  the  telu<5tant  horrors,  and  the  agoniling  Aruggles  exerted 
both  by  foul  and  body  againd  their  reunicB  ^  Hov7  do  they 
avoid  and  fly  back  from  each  other,  yet  by  almighty  force 
ihey  are  compelled  into  tlie  abhorred  corjuaftion  I  The  fovi 
and  body  hate  to  meet,  and  hatred  will  reign  between  them 
forever.  And  to  clo:e  the  fcene,  they  pafs  away  into  mifcry 
which  will  never  intermit  or  come  to  an  end. 

My  dear  brethren,  let  us  all  confider  the  folemnities  of  the 
great  d.iy  before  It  comes  ;  let  the  wicked  repent   and   believe 
the  gofpsl,  and  let  faints  rejoice  in   the  riches  c£ gluTy  ict  be 
fore  UiCR!. 


SERMON    XXXVIU. 


A  ^ih-roi  and  ftiline  Juili^ineni pro'vcj. 


]i.t^a.i. 


'  h-firt  the  jaigment 


PRECIOUS  was  the  experience,  peace  ar.il  comfoit,  which 
th:  apcftle  and  many  of  ilic  prmiitwe  chiiftians  enjoyed. 
They  v-'cr?  f.ivorcii  wiiJi  th«  I'veeC  alTuraacer.f  Juipe;  ihey  had 
t»vcn  in  lhair  eye,  and  ali  ilieir  couife  tended  ihitlitr.  "  We 
"  knDw  il'thm  <iiir  earthly  honfe  »f  this  tabernacle  weredilTiilr- 
"  cd,  w;  have  ahui'dinj;  r.f  God,  an  houfe  not  made  with  hards 
"  tte:n;J  ill  the  ht;iv;ns.''  For  this  :.iid  ;i'l  nihcr  graces  I;e 
fjii'Ciptory  ::i  GnJ,  :ind  artilb.-i  ev:ry  MdTing  to  his  opera- 
tion. "Hc-.vh<.  hath  viiu-hius  forilji  fJf  fame  tliirg  i« 
"  Gcd,  w!io  1;  ith  :;!fu  given  iinr.o  uj  ■,!■;  iiineft  of  llie  fjarit." 
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about  religion.  This  b  a  certain  evidence  that  thej  are  botb 
deftitute  of  grace  and  of  a  proper  underftanding  of  the  goTpe).. 
For  the  more  godlinefs  any  perfon  pra^ifes,  and  the  more  reli- 
gion any  one  bath,  tlie  more  ardent  are  his  defires  after  greater 
acqoifidons.  Hence  fays  our  apo(lle»  *^  We  labour  that  we 
^*  may  be  accepted  of  the  Lord.'^  And  the  reafon  why  they 
are  fo  perieTering  and  abundant  in  their  labours  ii  given  in 
oar  text.  *^  For  we  muft  all  appear  before  the  judgment  ieat 
"  of  Chrtft."  Thefc  words  exprefs  the  certainty  and  the  ani* 
▼erfality  of  a  future  and  general  judgments  as  well  as  the  d»> 
fignation  of  the  peribn  who  ftall  execute  this  high  oflice. 

Wherefore  in  attending  to  this  folemn  and  important  Oab^ 
je^»  we  fhall  endeavor  to  provet 

Firfly  that  ther^  will  be  a  future  and  general  judgment. 

Secondly,  (how  the  perfon  who  wiS  be  honored  vrith  tlia 
exalted  character  of  being  Judge — and^ 

TTiirdly,  confider  the  perfons,  who  ftall  be  judged. 

Firll,  we  are  to  prove  the  folemn  dofh-ine  that  there  will  be 
a  future  and  general  judgment.  This  h  a  truth  as  certain  as 
that  there  is  a  providence,  or  that  God  has  created  and  governs- 
the  world.  Every  intelligent  creature,  who  is  a  fubje^  of 
moral  government,  aflFords  an  argument  in  fupport  of  thi» 
doArine.  For  if  we  were  created  by  God,  and  he  hath  given 
us  laws  for  the  regulation  of  our  conduA,  is  it  not  reafonable 
we  fhonid  be  accountable,  in  refpeA  to  our  obedience  or  viola- 
tion of  the  (ame.  And  is  it  not  proper  that  God  fhould  marfli 
all  our  behaviour,  and  fee  whether  we  have  obeyed  or  rebelled 
againft  him  i  This  is  manifeft  from  the  intered  the  glory  of  his 
own  attributes  has  herein,  and  the  promifcs  and  threatenings 


•aoexed  to  hii  lam.  God  it  omnifdcBt  sod  iatiautclf  «c. 
fainted  with  al!  our  aAionit  there  ii  Mt  a  kair  of  enr  htadi 
lAtch  H  not  nonibeKd,  and  it  would  be  ioconfiflent  with  hi) 
isSaiCe  juftice,  not  to  rew^d  abedicnce  and  righteoolbdi^  and 
pnnith  fin  and  iaiquit^.  Therefore  there  will  ^  a  time  in 
which  he  will  difptay  bis  glory  ia  judging  the  world,  and 
rewarding  evcty  man  according  to  his  wq^c  *■  For  Gqd 
*■  fluU  bring  CTcrf  work  into  judgment-" 

There  are  lodeed  many  difplays  of  God's  judicial  hand  in 
the  prdent  difpenlationt  of  his  ptovidence ;  hence  be  ii  l^d 
«*  To  be  known  by  the  judgmeott  he  czecutech."  TIte  vifible 
•wkens  of  hii  diftinguilhing  regard  tolus  £unti  in  this  worU* 
ai  wellai  the  public  and  dreadful  difplays  of  hii  ▼ragouice  to- 
wards hii  enemies,  proclaim  bis  glory  as  judge  of  aU.  What 
flan^eer  of  men  and  TtToIntions  of  the  kingdoms  of  the  eanh 
does  be  make  by  war  i  He  fcattera  natioui  and  buildeth  them 
9p  again.  How  have  his  judgments  buried  whole  cities  in 
ruins  by  horrid  (hocks  of  diie  earth  i  How  many  nations  whoTe 
faces  hare  waxed  pale  with  diftrelllagfamine?  What  noxious 
and  peftilentfad  difcales  are  often  fent  abroad  for  the  ponifh- 
ment  of  tranfgreBion  ?  Bat  all  thefedreadfalcalzmitlet,  were 
they  rightly  Tiewed*  confidercd  and  improved,  might  become 
dirpenTatiaai  of  mercy  rather  than  judgment.  For  they  are 
folema  warnings  to  ds  and  lealbnable  admonitions,  that  we 
(boiild  prepare  fin:  the  great  and  decifive  day.  Butisaf^ 
much  as  lia  demerits  a  much  greater  punifhment  than  any 
inBiSedherej  and  fince  the  divine  dealings  with  the  children 
of  men  in  refpcA  to  outward  and  vifiblc  things  cMinot  be  fatif- 
faOorily  accounted  for,  while  we  behold  the  righteous  cpprcffed 
and  the  wicked  enjoying  more  than  heart  can  wilh,  tbefe  things 
plainly  indicate  that  there  is  a  feafon  to  coOte  i  n  which  all  thefe 
matters  will  be  perfeflly  adjuded.  Then  io  the  Ia<iguage  of 
the  Pfabnift,  "  A  nun  (hall  fay  verily  there  is  a  rewaid  for 
«  the  righteous,  verily  he  is  a  God  that  judgetb  in  the  earth.** 
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^ithis  doarinei  is  not  only  revealed  in  fcripture,  but  We  finA 
Arong  eTidences  of  its  being  believed  among  the  heathen  haa. 
lions.  Where  the  immortality  of  the  foul  is  received,  which 
is  the  cafe  in  mofl  of  the  pagan  tribes,  there  we  find  alfo 
accountability  and  a  judgment  after  this  life  ;  we  findpleafures 
and  happinefs  for  the  fuppofcd  virtuous  and  good,  and  a  vatiety 
of  miferies  and  punifhmcnts  for  thcfuppofed  wicked.  Whether 
this  is  a  dodlrinc  uu^ht  by  ihc  feeble  light  of  naiure,  or  whether 
it  is  the  corruptrd  remaius  among  them  of  a  <iivine  revelation^ 
handed  down  from  the  firit  ages  of  the  world,  is-  not  eafy  to 
determine.      However  this  may  be,   ihcy  furcly  have  fome 

dark  conceptions  of  it.  Hcnc^  we  read  abundantly  in  the 
heathen  authors  of  Eacus,  Minr^nand  Kadamanthus,  who  paU 
jud;^ment  on  every  one  afcer  deaih.  What  ilrange  punifli- 
ments  do  tlicy  inform  us  of  the  wicked's  fulRring  in  hell ; 
^ifyphus  is  condemned  to  roll  a  Rone  up  a  deep  hill,  which 
confl-iu:!)'  returns  upon  him  ;  Prometheus  is  bound  to  a  rock 
on  \\  ho  fciver  growing  liver  a  vulture  continually  preys,  an  J 
the  furies  are  appointed  tormeiucrs  for  all  kinds  of  wickednefs, 
0:i  die  other  hand,  in  what  lively  colours  do  they  paint  their 
Elyfnn  field?:,  thtir  imaginary  heaven,  ar.i  fct  forth  the  peace" 
f::l  tranquillity,  i  Jpturous  enjcyiaoais  ruid  plciXuies  of  ihofe 
T/Iio  had  r-ceived  the  approbation  of  tlieir  judges  for  well 
doiug ;  and  a  thoufind  fables  of  this  kind,  all  vvl-ich  ferve  to 
Oiiv.v  they  had  fome  notion  of  future  retributions  or  of  a  judg- 
ment in  aii'jtlier  P.ate  of  exiileiice. 

"Moreover  this  do^rine  appePts  tc,  be  i:T»prfiTid  upon  the 
tunfcienccs  of  men,  and  they  cannot  e::ti'v::i:i'h  their  dreadful 
appiehcnficns  thereof.  Thatficret  rer::or!e  ^^rh'.Qh  finners  f:cl 
ill  t]icir  own  brcafis,  which  make  them  very  reftlels  and  uccafy, 
efpec'ally,  when  they  conceive  thi.rruljves  dialing  near  to  the 
confines  of  another  world.  I'Jio  dlCicL  and  nngnifh  of  minci 
which  they  czhihit,  becanfe  they  have  poftpnn.-d  ^he  ccncoras 
cf eternity  to  fo  late  an  hojr,  all   v.hijh  aie  i:.;Jcniab]e  ai^u- 
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ineDts  of  a  future  judgment-  What  was  it  miJe  FelU  the 
heathen' gtiTcmor  t:emhle,  when  Paul  reafoned  with  him  o' 
righteDurncff,  temperance,  and  a  judgment  to  come.  And 
when  the  &me  apoftti;  dirpated  nitb  the  learned  Athenians, 
tho'  they  mocked  and  treated  what  he  had  to  fay  about  the 
Tefutrefiion  with  rUiculei  yet  none  of  them  objeAed  to  ihi'f 
dodiine,  "Tliat  God  would  jodge  the  world  m  righteouf- 
pdi." 

With  regard  to  tl-.e  time  when,  and  the  length  of  in  con- 
tinuance >  or  the  place  \there  this  judgment  fn .in  be,  infinite 
wifdom  bji  fitn  fit  to  conceal  thde  things  from  us  and  it 
could  not  prouioie  your  edification  to  retail  the  numetoutand 
nilJ  airrj-.'flutcs  upon  ilicfe  maltcrsi  for  it  is  furely  bell  not  to 
pretend  to  be  wife  above  what  is  ntitten.  It  is  enough  for  us 
to  have  full  evidence  thui  this  is  a  doArine  clearly  revealed  in 
the  divine  oracle:;.  OfUieicEtJon  which  it  is  founded  I  can 
now  only  feleJt  a  fsw.  "  It  is  appointed  ur.ro  all  men  once  to 
"die,  but  after  this  the  judgment.  God  is  Judge;  the  judge  c£ 
"  the  who'e  earth.  Hj  cometh  to  judge  the  eaiih.  He  Ihall 
"judge  the  wi^iid  wij)  rl^hicourr.tfE,  .ird  iVe  perple  wiili  hit 
"  truth.  He  h.iih  ^cpcjli.^ed  a  d.iy  tvhcrcin  he  will  judge  the 
"world  in  riyhteoiifi.cfs.  Go  J  will  bring  every  nork  into 
'■judgment  with  every  fccrct  tiling,  whether  it  be  gocd  or 
*■  whuther  it  be  evil.  Evciy  idle  word  that  men  Ihall  fpeak. 
"  tliey  llull  give  acount  thcrenf  in  the  day  cf  judgment.  I  fnw 
"  a  great  white  throne  and  him  that  fat  on  it,  ficim  whofe  fiice 
>■  the  earth  and  the  heaven  fled  away,  and  there  was  found  nn 
"  place  for  thum.  And  I  faw  tlie  dead  finall  and  great  Hand 
■'  before  God,  and  the  books  were  opined  t  and  another  book 
>*  was  opened  which  it  the  book  of  life  ;  and  the  dead  were 
"judged  out  iif  thofe  things  which  were  written  in  the  bo<jki 
"  according  to  their  works."  Sut  there  would  be  no  end  in 
producing  the  authorities  for  the  eftablilliii.ent  of  this  truth 
that  there  will  furely  he  k  future  and  a  general  judgment. 
What  c!-,iinis  our  atlcniloa  in  tlie 


^tconJ  place  if  to  flioVt  ^i^o  the  perlbn  is  that  wfll  be)6 
nored  with  the  exalted  chancer  of  btm|;  judge.     This  if  H 
znatter  of  pure  rerdation.    Reafon  and  the  Hght  of  nature 

difcoTcr  ibmcthiDg  concerning  a  judgment,  but  it  if  the  holy 

fcilptures  alone  which  ftow  us  the  perfon  who  is  dignified  iriA 

the  high  office  of  being  judge.    It  is  often  declared  that  Qod 

Oiall  judge  the  world.    There  are  three  perjbns  kt  the  god* 

head*  and  each  has  his  refpcdive  part  aflSgned  him  in  the  eco. 

nomy  of  man's  falTation.  And  as  the  fecond  perfoti  of  the  Trin« 

ity  foftains  among  other  inlportant  offiees  that  of  a  king»  and 

as  a  branch  hereof  it  is  devolved  upon  him  to  judge  the  uiu* 

verfey  or  to  be  prefident  in  that  great  day  of  general  jndgmeBb 

Therefore  the  perfon  appointed  in  the- eternal  couafels  to  tlua 

great  office  is  none  other  tlian  the  Lord  Jefns  Ghrift.     **  The 

^  Father  judgeth  no  man,  but  hath  committed  all  judgment  to 

<«  the  Son.    And  it  is  alio  fubjoinedy  that  he  hath  given  hito 

«<  authority  to  execute  judgment  becaufe  he  is  the  ion  of  man.'* 

ft  is  part  of  the  work  incumbent  on  hifn,  in  accoifapliihing  th^ 

redemption  of  men,  which  will  not  be  brought  to  perfedion  tili 

the  day  of  judgment  dofes.    Thus  when  he  fpeaks  concerning 

his  coming  in  a  cloud  with  power  and  glory,  and  bids  his  peo* 

pie  to  lift  op  their  heads  for  their  redemption  draweth  nigh,  it 

evidently  appears  that  he  is  to  draw  op  the  grand  decifion  a* 

gdinft  which  no  bill  of  exceptions  can  be  taken.    It  is  reafona- 

ble  his  caufe  fhould  have  a  fecond  and  public  bearing  before 

men,  ftigcU  and  devils  ;  before  his  friends  and  enemies,  to  the 

comfort  of  the  foimer,  and  the  eternal  confufion  of  the  latter. 

They  before  whofe  bar  he  once  (^ood  and  received  Jcoffs,  in- 

fults  and  contempt,  (hall  now  in  their  turn  Hand  before  his  fair 

and  impartial  tribunal,  where  the  procefs  fhall  be  reduced  to 

fpecialtyt  and  no  fall'e  witnefTes  be  fuborned  ;   but  their  own 

coafcicnce   (hall  approve  of  the  teflimony,  be   flruck  dumb, 

and  not  a  word  of  apology  or  excufe  be  offered  againft  the 

charge.     His  coming  with  clouds  in  the  view  ef  the  univerfe, 

will  caufe  them  who  pierced  him,  and  all  the  kindreds  of  the 


^ 


fHTfbi  ^o  fet  tbemrdvei  againft  him«  to  wail  and  lameni;  te- 
caafe  of  him.    It  is- proper,  fit^  reaibnable  and  equitable^  tbat 
he  lliould  judge  the  world  for  the  open  Tindication  of  his  peo- 
pk  that  had  been  unjaflly  condenmed  and  perfecnted  by  ir» 
that  thef  iboald  be  defended  and  openly  acquitted  in  the  moft 
perfed  and  glorious  sianner*    That'tfaenan  Chrift  Jcfos,  who 
bad  been  rejedtd  and  defpifed  of  men,  who  was  worthy  of  the 
higheft  efteem  and  moft  nntTerial  love,  who  had  been  exclud- 
ed heaven  and  earthr  as  if  room  for  him  in  neidier,  (hould  be 
reftored«to  his  place,  again  raifed  to  the  throne  of  hh  dignity, 
is  infinitely  fit  and  proper*    This  is  the  eipreflion  of  wifdom 
itfelf  i  this  G^i  man  will  defcend,  and  return  to  earth  again 
infinitely  different  front  his  former  appearance ;  ht  will  appear 
robed  in  glory  and  majefty,  attended  with  an  innumerable 
train  of  aageKc  iiofis,  with  the  found  oftheheaveidy  trumpet, 
and  all  nations  Anil  ftand  before  him  and  Quht  with  horror, 
er  be  filled  with  joy,  at  his  deciding  fentence.   This  grand  fei>- 
tence  concludes  the  fciene  of  the -mod  wonderful  works  of 
God,  to  wit,  the  pre-eminetf^work  of  redemption.  Chrift  Je- 
fus  is  die  glorious  perfonage,  who  will  in  perfed  rightoufnefs 
fir  the  etemaldeftiny  of  men  and  angels*     Hence  we  read,..^ 
<<  The  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  (hall  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead 
**  at  his  appearing.''     St  Paul  after ts  once  and  again,  <*We. 
^  muft  all  appear  before  the  judgment  feat  of  Chrift.''    But 
that  he  will  be  judge  in.  this  great  aflizes,  none  deny  who  pro- 
feis  to  bdiere  the  icriptures^-Tliercfbre-Ipafron  to  the- 

Third  head  of  this  difcourfe,  which  was  to  confider  the 
olgeds  of  this  mighty  judgment,  or  the  perfims  who  (hall  be 
judged.  Whether  the  holy  angels,  which  fell  not,  are  included 
in  thefe  objeds,  is  matter  of  tedious  and  euriou&  diipute.  Some 
haTC  contended  this  will  be  the  cafe,  as  they  are  rational  crea* 
surest  fubjcAt  of  moral  government,  therefore  they  muft  be 
accountable  fortfarir  behaviour.  They  are  abundantly  em« 
ployed  by  God  in-  almoft  every  bnfincfi  of  providence  and 
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grace,  they  are  cfpccially  fent  forth  as  minlAcring  fpirits,  tc 
miniilcr  to  thofe  who  (hall  be  heirs  of  falvation  ;  hence  it  is 
deemed  reafonable  that  they  fhould  appear  in  judgment  at  the 
laft  day,  that  their  failhfiilnefs  in  the  difcharpe  of  their  duty 
may  be  coufpicuous  in  the  prefcnce  of  the  univ^rff.',  receive  the 
open  approbation  of  theii  fcrviccs,  and  be  with  propiiety  inlro- 
cluced  to  ihofe  higher  degrees  of  glory  and  happinefs,  which 
Ihall  he  awarded  unto  them.  Biie  others  again  fuppofe  them 
not  included  among  the  ohje61s  of  thisjsidgm-nt ;  becaufe  they 
are  reprefented  as  the  attendants  of  ChrlA*s  court  in  this  won* 
derful  fccne,  as  perfons  never  Handing  bef^e  hib  tribunal  in 
order  to  be  tried,  and  as  long  before  this  confirmed  in  felicity* 
beholding  the  face  of  God  continually  in  heaven,  and  ccnfe- 
quently  not  to  be  dealt  with  as  thofe  who  are  to  undergo  a 
fcrutiny  or  trial  in  order  to  ha\  e  a  judicial  fentence  paff- 
cd  upon  them  of  appn)bation  or  reprobation.  But  as  this 
is  wholly  a  mitcer  of  curious  fpcculation  only,  we  paCs  en  to 

the  fallen  angels,  ihole  rebellious  fpiritj,  v  ho  (hall  be  brought 
as  criminals  before  the  bar  of  Chrill,  where  their  primary 
inrun  cation  and  apoftacy,  with  all  the  guilt  they  have  contra«a- 
ed  fince  they  were  eje»5ted  heaven,  will  he  laid  to  their  charge 
and  fupported  againft  them  ;  all  that  thev  have  done  apaijift 
God  and  man  fince  the  feduflion  of  our  f.rft  pnents,  with  iill 
thefe  mediods  of  revenge  and  fubiiity,  whereby  they  haverp- 
pofcd  the  kingdom  of  ChriQ,  and  have  vijulcntJy  aifcmptcd 
the  ruin  of  his  people,  fliall  be  tabled  againR  iliem,  as  alfo  the 
bold  outrage  committed  on  his  own  perfon,  in  daring  to  defirc 
himtof..ll  down  ami  wou'liip  ihcra,  and  in  bun i.:;:  a  hi"h 
Ijand  \,\  his  crucifiixlon.  Tluii?  \h^  devils  uho  were  call  dj'v-j. 
10  licil,  and  arc  now  ralivtJ  in  chains  •)f  darknt!>  unto  the 
judi;r.:ent,  fear  and  ircniL'c  .It  lh»:  hnviliiiin  his  nf  t^^  »t  iv- 
mciidoub  day,  when  liiirir  an;iniiii  will  b'.c.'>mL  iT.orc  ir.ten.e, 
and  their  puniOinitnt  wrought  up  i,,  li,^  hii;hul  dfvr^e  ci 
torment.  Thtrcfoie  It  Is  l^iJ  with  a  r.fculiar  troiMi!.:! , 
•'That  the  devil  (hall  hccai*  into  ihcl.ike  i  ir.rca;.J  hiin.rior.e 
"  and  be  tormented  day  ana  ni^l.t,  Ibiwvc;  jind  cv.i."     iVjt 
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that  uhich  as  efpeciallj  iiirifte4  upod*  tn  the  (criptnrcs,  anrf 
wherein  we  are  more  inttmately  concerne<l»  is  what  relates  tp 
men,  whofliall  all  be  fammoned  before  the  judgment  feat  of 
Chnily  all  ranks,  orders  and  conditions,  fmall  and  great,  rich 
and  poor,  quick  and  dead,  that  is,  thofe  who  (liall  be  found 
alive  at  the  advent  of  iChriH,  and  all  the  dead  from  the  begta- 
ping  of  time.     The  aflcrtlon  is  in   the  moll  general  terms, 
hence  no  flelh  can  efcRpc  the  cognizance  of  that  awful  day. 
For  the  graves  fliall  be  opened,  and  the  fea  will  yield  up  her 
dead,  and  death  and  hell   fliall  deliver  up  the  dead  which 
are  in  them.      Yea,  tliey   fliall   be"  gathered  from  the  four 
winds  of  the  eafnh ;  thofe  who  have  lived  under  the  law  and 
under  the  gofpel,  together  wi:h  tliofe  who  have  had  notliing 
to'direA  them  but  the  light  of  nature.    All   who  have  ever 
been  or  will  be»  willconllirne  thhaffembly  ;  an  imiaenfe  af- 
fembly  indeed*  wJien  the  innumerable  generations  which  have 
exiilcd,  and  thofe  which  will  ex>il,  (hall  be  colledled  together. 
.The  earth  will  not  be  fufl^icient  to  contain   the  multitudes,, 
therefore  it  is  probable  the  judgment  will  ht  held  in  the  air  or 
the  great  expanfc.     The  images  by  which  the  proceedings  of 
tliis  grand  feafon  are  repreienicd,  aie  taken  from  human  courts 
of  judicature.     Accordingly   the  day   is  appointed  in   which 
caules  aie  to  be  tiied,  the  judge  Appears   with  his   enGgns  of 
auihority,  the  pcrlops  to  be  jiiiJ^cd  are  bron^lit  before  l;im, 
the  law  is  known  and  rhe  buoivs  ure  opened,  and  every  charge 
will  be  fupi-^oned  by  lulFiLiciU  tcitimony,  and  each  perfgn  Lere- 

ii;>on  acijuitted  or  condemned.  Thus  it  is  announced,  "  When 
•'  ih  i  i«  u  of  m  in  (iiHii  cam  ?  in  his  gj:^ry,  then  faall  he  fit  upon 
•■  rh-  tliror4e  cf  his  g^or}-,  and  bcfoie  him  fa  ill  be  gathered  all 
^'  r;itinris,  And  he  fti;\\\  fepflrate  th«m  one  frcm  anotiier,  ns  a 
*'  iiKpheid  dividtdi  Lis  (hecp  A^m  the  j^oais;"  the  righceors 
fhall  b?  divided  from  the  wicked,  anijl  the  proper  witr.rlfes  v.-iil 
l^c  produced,  botli  againft  tranrgTi:ir>rs,  and  in  favour  of  thofe 
^.ho  have  wrought  rigliteoufnefs.  The  former  will  be  tc(ii-. 
iicd  againfl  by  tlicir  fellow  men,  to  whom  their  conduA  was. 
k  'Wv.t  boih  good  and  b-id ;    by  the  holy  ?.ngcls  who  have 
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Been  ^onftandy  employed  iii  Ah  worU  i  by  tKeSr  owb  coo^ 
Idenices ;  aisd  the  ommiciesce  of  Crod.    THus  lih*  witaeflev 
ii  thiis  court  wHi  bemore  thtn  two  or  three*    And  tlic  emni* 
Idence  of  God  will  be  die  compledon  of  all  tefiiinon]^-  There* 
Ibre  he  declares,  <^Cirill  come  near  to  yoa  in  jodsmett,  I 
«  will  be  a  fvnft  witaeft  asaiaft  the  fiircerers»  and  agaiaft  the 
•^adolcererty  and  agatnff  tlie  fcUb  fW<&rerf»  and  agihft  tbofe 
•*diac  opprefi  the  birding  in  his  wages,  the  widow  and  the 
«£itfaerlers,  and  that  torn  afide  die  ftranger  froai  his  ri^ 
«andfcar  not  me,(aidi the lordof  hofts.**    Hence  t&etrial 
will  be  fiur,  the  witnefles  neither  ignorant  nor  partial,  and  tke^ 
lication  perfedly  jnft  and  g#od* 


Di&rent  degrees  of  happioi&  and  mifery  will  be  aWaMif- 
«eall» eiaAly  a$  their  chanders  Aell  be fiaood feabe.    At t» 
dsegodly  all  will  be  perfcdly  happy,  yet  fime  will  poflcft 
snore  feliiity  than  others  according  as  dieir  virtues  and  trials 
and  works  have  been ;  fomelhall  have  ten  portions  of  happi» 
eefs,  and  others  only  five.   Capacities  will  differ  in  the  fntore 
date  as  wellas  theprefent.    There  are  different  grades  of  an- 
gels, and  the  greater  poiTefs  more  felicity  than  the  le&    So  it 
b  probable  it  will  be  with  the  £iints  in  heaven,  each  one  will 
be  completely  happy,  and  thfs  happinefs  will  be  ia  proportion 
to  his  capacity.    This  will  Itkewife  be  the  cafe  with  the  mid 
erable  s  all  will  be  tormented  and  perfeAly  wretchedi  yet  fame 
will  be  unfpeakably  more  To  dian  others.    There  are  variota 
grades  among  the  devils,  and  each  one  fuffers  according  to  his 
capacity.    Thus  it  will  be  more  tolerable  for  feme  of  the 
wicked  in  hell  than  odiers*     Hence  we   read  of  the  men  of 
I'linivcli,  the  queen  of  the  South,  of  the  inhabitants  of  Tyre  and 
Sidon,  Sodom  and  Gommorah,  as  liable  to  a  lefs  degree  of 
punifliment  than  thofe  who  have  enjeyed  greater  advantages 
and  finned  againft  greater  light  and  knowledge.    Therefore 
it  will  be  mort  tolerable  in  the  future  fiate  for  the  heathen 

4nan  for  the  chrlftian  world,  who  (hall  have  mifimproved  their 
privileges. 


t«7l 

A  few  biati  tre  all  tltit  caa  b«  prta  in  a  coatraAaJ  tit 
<ouric  npon  lb  fublimc,  grand  and  utcafivc  afnl^eA  i  but «« 
flnll  talc  diflenai  vwm  of  it  hi  fiune  future  lcftuKi,Jaad  cob- 
dade  at  praftnt  vitb  a  vaj  brief  inprof  incnL 

Jlrfl,  thu  doArinc  of  a  fbtue  jndgBieiit  admnuftcrs  repraof 
to  tIw|*o&i»  aod  onbelitTiog,  who  mock  aad  Icoff  at  tits 
coming  of  the  Lord,  who  fay,  "  Where  >■  the  promife  of  ha 
"  Gomiag,  for  fince  the  fathen  fell  ailecp,  all  things  continue 
**  at  they  were  from  the  heginning  of  the  creation."  Wai  t^ 
dofttinc  fmtably  imprefled  upon  the  nindi  of  meni  that  oaa 
day  or  other  they  ainft  be  called  to  an  account  for  nil  their  coa* 
doaiatheprclcnMofthc  aflembled  nntvcrle,  would  they  not 
>c  more  watfe^ul  and  tircuml^peft  in  their  behavionrand  cna* 
Terfttfen  ?  Man.  diligent  b  cnqniring  how  they  AouM  ap> 
prOTC  thcmfelTCi  to  God  i  How  ncccflary  ii  ic  dut  we  fhoaU 
Tcpcnt  of  all  our  fini,  obtain  an  intcrcft  by  faith  In  the  mcrito* 
riotu  rightcoufucii  of  the  Saviour*  thatwclhoaldbejiiftificd 
and  lasaifiedifeeing  wcmuft  KlllUnd  injodgBicntf  ItaUb 
teprorct  all  tbofe  who  abufe  Ac  divine  patience,  beCalife  hit 
-coining  it  ddaytd,  not  coofideriog  that  he  inll,  "  Cone  in  a 
**  day,  when  they  loolced  not  for  him,  and  fltall  cnc  them  a- 
■<  Ihnder,  and  appnat  ibem  thrir  portion  with  hypocritei,  then 
"fltall  be  weeping  and  gulhiBg  of  teeth."  Should  we  not  of- 
KB  be  placing  onriclei  in  the  prclcncc  of  the  heart  ftarcbingt 
ttid  rein  trying  Ood,  ^d  refleAing  how  we  Jhall  appear  m 
ju^mcnt  i  TUb  would  have  a  mighty  tendency  to  nwakca 
ow  nindi  aad  command  our  fouU  to  make  preparation  ibr 
the  great  event.    For  be  wilt  cone  and  he  will  not  tarry. 

Secondly,  Gtciog  Chrift  Jefui  ii  the  glotioni  pcrfoncge  who 
flull  judge  the  world,  and  will  appear  with  inaumcmble  at- 
tendanu  of  holy  angcli,  how  Ifaoold  this  fill  ui  with  high  and 
exalted  thoughts  of  him,  and  low  and  abaTing  thoughts  of  oui^ 
felvei  i  Since  the  angelic  tribes  account  it  their  happinefi  and 
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r.Ighcft  lioaor  to  wait  upon  hin  as  his  nii;;!ilor;ng  fpirlts,  how 
liHiUtd  ii  awaken  in  us  an  holy  aiTibicioR,  t!i:ii  we  mi^ht  ap- 
prove ojsfclvcs  to  him  as  his  i'ervjnti  in  all  thintrs  an  J  to 
reckon  it  ourgreatell  honour  unJ  chltrLteiUnj  :o  be  cRiplojeJ 
a&liich  by  him.  Seeing  he,  ^m.Ii  AhGniihwie  is  no  fbauow  ct 
partiality,  (ball  fulLiin  the  office  of  beirg  judge,  this  ought 
sSeituailf  10  fihacc  all  murmuring  thoughts  againft  theur.e- 
quil  di^butions  of  provi  J^nce  in  tliis  woilJ. 

M'e  on^Ll  not  impatiently  to  complain  of  poverty,  fzckcefs 
bereavements  or  other  calamitous  circomfLarces,  fmco  the  Gci 
of  all  the  carlh  is  doirg  and  will  always  do  that  which  is  per- 
fc«ftly  li^ht.  Cm  a  child  of  God  defir'e  more  ihan  tlfat  he  ftool  J 
do  nghceoufly.  All  thefe  adt^rrfe  dfrpenfatict.s  wiU  b*  peifcdif 
adj'dUiid,  aud  when  pniperly  improved,  d^y  will  encreafe  oar 
felicity  throughout  eternity.  Why  flieuld  chriflians  be  anxious* 
ly  diftrcir^d  about  fiicnds,  children,  health,  riches  honors  and 
*oys,  feciiij  tlicy  arc  not  to  cxpedl  their  hcaren  upon  earth  ?— 
Lci  us  cultivate  die  graces  of  r.iidi,  patience,  fubmilllcn  and  hu- 
mUity,  in  full  affarance  tli.it  nil  will  b-  b«?ft  in  the  great  djy  of 
the  Lord. 

Thirdly,  fince  the  peri'ons  who  fijKll  be  judged  arc  aTigcIi 
and  Hieii,  fzr.cc  we,  ii\y  bicdircr.,  will  form  i  pan  of  tlJsgrwriJ 
aiTcnaUy,  fiiould  not  :his  excite  and  c('rr.niand  us  to ui/kVCifrl 
huliiitlb  both  of  Iitfart  and  Iffo.  'Hit  fcntiment  that  wc  (liall  a'l 
(land  before  the  judgment  icat  of  CJ-.;  ift^  iliould  caufe  us  to  bre-k 
ofiFoar  fias  by  righteoufiiefs,  and  our  tranf^jreillons  by  Hieving 
iiiercy  to  the  poor;  (hould  iiiHuenceus  lo  der.y  ouridvcs,  take 
.ip  our  crwis.  and  became  the  f.iiiLfiil  fi-llowcrs  of  Jefus  ;  fLoiiM 
cngagi  us  to  deny  all  v/oilJly  lulls  and  afr^iciions,  and  becon:? 
liiitians  in  reality.  let  us,  my  dear  fiiir.J-^,  be  chni^Jins 
a:vJ  Jl  ih;t!I  bi  well.  f;T  tini \  i'm  jii,:Vaicat,  and  tlcrc!:^ . 


f-^  m-  •^- 


SERMON    XXXIX. 


The  difference  of  appearance  lejore  God,  here 

'  o.nd  hereafter. 


*^*^'   ^5'  33*     -^"^  hejhallfet  the  Jheep  M  his  ri^ht  landy  hit 

the  goats  on  his  (rfi. 


WE  are  all,  jrj  brethren,  made  for  ettrnity*    Tlicrc  are  vc* 
Ty  folemn  fcenes  before  us.     It  is  hard  to  bring  ourftlves  foita- 
bly  to  obferve  thefe  things.  How  difficult  to  perfuade  our  fouls* 
tliat  all  the  invifible  realities  of  a  future  ftate,  of  which  we  read 
in  the  gofpcl,  will  be  prefent.     But  (o  it  mud  be.     O  my  foul, 
.n little  while  and  Uiou  (halt  ftand  before  ihy  judge,  thy  c.ife  fhall 
.be  llated  by  the  rules  of  perfcdlion,  and  thy  doom  irreverfihly" 
£xed.     How  deep,  how  awful  is  ihe  thoiight  I  O  what  a  differ- 
ence will  a  few  years  make  in  cur  clrcumftances.     Perhaps  a 
few  days  or  hours  will  bring  it  to  pafs.     Inftcad  of  appealing 
.before  God  in  his  fans^uary  and  in  his  ordinances,  we  fh  Jl  ap- 
pear before  his  judgment  feat  to  be  tried  for  our  fouls  and  eter- 
nity.    How  does  the  reflcjftion  affif:<fl  our  fpirits!  Shall  we  be 
brought  into  judgment  to  bctiicd!  Our  hearts  faint  within  us 
at  the  prcfpc«5>.     We  cannot  flan»l  the  infeiior  trial  of  our  tea" 


[44^3 

fon  and  confcience.  Oar  hearts  ccridcirn  ur,  and  God  i«  grea- 
ter than  our  hearts.  He  is  pcrfcfily  acq'i.iintei  with  all  oar 
follies,'  infirniitics  nnd  Cms.  Wc  are  apt  l-j  lav,:  a  light  idea  of 
our^uilt»a  fmallaod  uiKertaJnUnfibliiiy  cf  our  traiJprc6Gon$; 
uc  think  ourWvcs  bet  little  fiDcers,  becaufe  we  take  in  and  rcal- 
iie  bat  a  fmall  portion  of  fin  at  a  time.  AVe  cannot  recoiled  the 
i\hole  compafs  of  our  inlquiriei  at  once.  When  vre  axe  affliftcJ 
with  the  fcnfc  oCznj  particular  o&ace>  our  otlier  trimcs  are  m 
a,  back  ground,  dropped  from  our  view,  and  loll  iaa  gencril 
confiidon.  But  whac  fiirpri/t:  will  i:  a^i^lccii  to  have  the  vhole 
account  colle6ed  and  l.iid  Vefjre  us;  and  that  ia  fo  awful  a 
place  as  at  the  bar  of  God  ;  and  iliac  npon  fo  folemn  a  triali  as 
for  our  eternal  deltiny.  It  would  now  be  poOGble  :c  have  thefe 
matters  fettled.  Now  Jefus  Chrift  is  exaked  as  a  prince  and  a 
^viour  to  grant  repentance  and  tlie  remidlon  of  /ins.  ^ 

\\i  a  little  while  li^  will  change  this  friendly  and  compafllnn. 
p.te  characlcr,  and  afl'ume  atl^tlie  grave  fo*cir..ii:ies  cf  u  judge. — 
Oat  appc.irancc  before  his  feat,  is  a  linking  con li deration,  and 
l)elonj;>C(p:ally  to  all  men. 

H'jvT  'j^:  e  tt  ihc  ji^Hjifrl'.r.  that  diiy  will  dlfp'.ny  arjion-'  cs !  Ah 
i:i(iLir<:iy  nuMc  confine. loisv;  jr»c  ilun  the  goi-pcl  or  thi  churdh 
now  rna!;cs.  ikniu  3:no::g  niari'uiiid  arc  bcgctitn  by  iht  gof- 
pcl  to  a  lively  hope  and  to  f/iih  unfeigned.  Their  fouls  ate 
t  Tilled  to  uiidl ire rn bled  piety,  a  proper  fjiifc  cf  Ccd  and  their 
d  ity  tc  hiir:;  wliilc  others  itniain  Hnliinilificd  and  unlicly, 
wiih-.M'.r  (1i»il,  ui;fK»»:  love,  without  faith  or  hope.  They  con- 
ilp;if  Ilv.iiij.'<.rs  In  i^jc  chriliuii  tenipe:-,  and  all  the  ariii.iblc  and 
j'lv  i.»i'-  ;  ii'/';  ni  the  ipiiit.  To  f jRisi  ihcgorpcl  is  the  powtr 
i!  viiij  li  i.:lv;itioii,  ii  p:cvjs  ii  Kivoiir  oflil,;  Ui^to  lilc  ;  while 
.'ih?!^  iK'v  I  ht^l  iti  inMijui'ic  in  a?iy  faviog  manner,  and  there- 
(  •\K.  {t>  {':\tUi  h  i-  a  I'iv.'ui of  death  uuto  Jjath.  Great  is  th-3 
.  ili.-i*-;!.-.  uiiivh  ij-jio  lakt'.v  place  among  pcrfons  in  their  appear. 
..J':  iv.'v'':"  t'liiif-  iM  I'.i:  ir:iy  cr  J!::.ii;c;'., ;  but  niucli  grcat^ 
•\i  I  h'  I'l  r  ciiif-rv'..'.'"  ulii.  h  will  be  maJ:  bwlAccii  thcni,  when 


rijej-  ff.«ll  app:ii  L;f<ire  him  in  juJgn.erit.  Jt  U  tun,  il  is-  ^ 
4iSeiefics  which  oiiginatcs  frum  t>ic  dilTorcnce  th»t  uk«s  pliicc 
|n  this  wolM.  Ii  h  ddif  evident  to  G<i!;  ti^tttien  it  villl>ee- 
Tidrntt'itlieuaiverre.  Then  th.y  (hjU  Rind  as  cleaily  dtftin. 
jaiQied  one  from  another  as  flieep  tVoin  gcytj.  Thefc  animal^ 
•rs  of  diltina  kinJi  or  fpecies  ;  lo  man  will  tliea  he  perfcalj 
diftinguillieJ  from  man,  as  flicep  are  <?ift  r.guillieJ  from  goais- 
This  iihj  .'fl  is  well  ad  ipted  to  awaken  the  fmncr  and  encouragu 
the  faint.  Th-refore  I  Jhall  take  occ^fum  fiom  tliefj.wcrds  lo 
£:t  before  jou, 

Firft,  till  diffireiicj  between  your  prefcnt    ajiptaranee  bcf'sre. 
Cbrilt,  and  the  future  appearance  at  ibe][i<)gtrKut. 

Secondly,  fliow  the  great  difltrence  llii*  future   appearanc? 
vUl  male  between  the  believer  and  the  unlieli^vcr. 

Firft,  I  am  to  cnnlidei  tho  diilerence  between  the  appearances 
vhicb  are  here  m;ide  before  God  and  ChriA,  and  tliat  future* 
appearance  tliat  we  are.  in  a  fltOTL  time  to  make.  I  heg  leave 
to  apply  tliis  hf  anth  of  tJie  difcoutfe  to  tliofe  who  arc  anconvei* 
ted  and  in  a  (late  of  fin.  We  liave  reafon  to  believe  there  are- 
fbme  fuc^  among  us.  O  tliatGod  wo'jtd  teach  ustn  fky  fome. 
thioj  that  may  b>:  ufefut  and  acceptable. .  X^rd,  llie  n^Cxiue  of- 
the  fpiiit  is  with  thecilei  the  power  of  iliy  word  be  foit.  Let  »■ 
convincing  anow  reach  the  heart  of  the  finnet  tliat  h-;  mjy  no 
l^'igcr  go oain  his  tref|iafles  until  iniquity  Ihall  be  Jtii  ruin.  O 
let  the  carelefs  fiener  who  now  Hands  before  God  in  bis  fandu- 
arj  be  advifed  to  confider,  he  moA  est  long  Hand  before  him. 
in  il  very  different  manner  and  for  very  different  p^irpof.'s.  Let 
the  formal  chrillian  anJ  the  lukewarm  profelfor  be  aroufed  ;  lei 
himfeiioufly  confidcr  with  himfelf  the  difference  between  hit. 
prefent  and  future  appearance  before  Chrifl,  while  il  ftall  be  re 
prcfenlcd  in  the  following  particn'ait. 


I  •        .    .. 

Pirft,  finncrs  app^r  now  before  Chrift  ^s  a  tender  Sayiet?^ 
and  compafllonate  redeemer,  but  then  they  will  (land  before  hxm 
as   an  awful,  inexorable  and  inflexible  judge.     The  prefent  ap- 
pearance is  in  a  feafon  of  grace  and  wctcj,  but  then  it  will  be  a 
time  of  trial,  judgment  and  condemnation.     Now  whcnthef 
come  before  Chrift  in  the  pUccs  where  he  records  his  name,  thcjr  • 
hear  the  fwcet  and  inviting  language  of  giace  ;  and  tlic  voice  of 
Jel'us  calling  to  tliem  to  come  and  accept  of  the  pardon  of  their 
lins  ani  they  ih.dl  find  reft  to  their  fouls.      How  precious,  (oft 
and  perfualive  are  the  gracious  words  prccccdirg  cut  of  biilipi. 
•'  Ho  every  one  that  t  iritcth  come  ye  to  the  waters  and  drinlr. 
•'Come  unto  me  all  ye  diftrcflad,  poor,  wcsiry,  faint  and  heavy 
<*  ladened  fouls  and  I  will  give  you  reft.     If  any  m^n  thirft,  let 
•*  him  come  unio  me  and  drink.     He  tliat  heareth  mv  voice,  £ 
<*  will  fup  with  him  and  be  with  me  ;  and  who/Iievcr  will,  how- 
**  ever  great,  numerous  and  aggravated  his  fins  may    be,  the 

**  fountain  of  grace  is  opened,  let  him  come,  make  rocm  for  his 

•*  approach,  that  he  may  take  of  the  watc»rs  of  life*  ind  drink  of 

**  die  wellsoifalvatioa freely,  without  rnonf  y  and  wlihout  price.'* 

You  are  now,  O  finners,  fland'ng  "^ivhin  tie  pale  and  under  the 

banners  of  mercy.       But  aus,  when  you  will  ai:?pear  b^'f\)rc 

Chrift  in  judgment,  there  will  bs  no  more  calls  rf  mercy  oi  o- 

ventures  of  grace.  Then  you  muil  hear  the  heart  n  r.dii'.g  found, 

■•  Your  day  of  grace  is  paft  and  the  door  cf  mercy   is   Ihal 

«*  forever."     Chrift  is  now  by  his  word  and  Spirit  ki7«^ckji-:g  at 

^he  door  of  your  hearts,  but  hereafter  ycu  wiil  kucck  at  his 

door,  crying,   "  Lord,  Lord  open  unto  us."     As  tlie  former 

was  vain,  fo  alfo  will  be  the  latter.     No-hing  will  be  heard 

from  within,  but  "  depart  from  me  ye  workers  of  iniquity." 

Who  can  paint  the  anguifb  and  copfafionthis  declaration  muil 

tlirew  the  delaying,  loft,  and  unhiippy  fmner  into  ?    Now  he 

AanJs  before  God  in  the  church,  and  hears  all  the  promifes 

perfuafions  and  thrcatenings  of  the  gofpcl  with  a  perfc^ly  cold 

indifference  ;  they  pafs  by  him  as  the  idle  wind  ;   but  hcreaf- 

Ur  bis  cry  will  be,  "  A  world  for  one  of  thofc  hours.'*     His 


Iciitefice  will  t)e  pr<^ikiiiiLiccJ,  \vli!i  Iii^  nariit.-  utTiKCil,  "thaa  Rit 
the  rebellious,  lJio!i:^!iL;,:li.,  iJiio:>;Jii:iit  aiiJ  iniiiemient  tinner, 
and  ihuu  muft  di--  firt-v  :i-,  ThiJ'J  h.tit  not  obeyed  the  gofpel, 
thou  hdlt  not  accepteit  ilie  ofiers  of  mercy,  iliou  huft  not  believ- 
ed ill  ChriK,  and  thou  mud  etenially  perifh-"  Thefinnernow 
Hands  before  Chriil  ic  u  icaibn  oi'  hi>pe,  he  niay  now  obtain 
pardon  and  ;;r;ice  ;  bii:  t'.ien  he  will  il  jnd  under  the  f,:nttnce  of 
dia'h, U'.ivfe.-  th^;  d.i.k  i.nJ  'iolomus  fwHnys  ot'evcrli:lirg  def- 
pjir.  Thr  (inner  iio«- appear;  bef -re  th.:  blcfTcd  Savic.ur  lilting 
upon  a  throne  ot'.ove,  Lr,.i eating  hij  reconciliation  and  friend, 
fliip.  and  poun?i'j  PirrK  '.h;  meltin;;  wirds  of  conipafTiun,  "  I 
"  delight  net  in  thr  d  ath  of  »  finoer,  turn  ye,  tufn  yc,  for 
"  why  will  yc  i\k  ?  I  r^jIJ  foiih  iife  and  pardon  in  my  L^nd 
"  for  youraccepnncc;  tour  acceptance  would  b;  my  hi^heft 
"  pleafure  and  y.iiir  o-.^n  cverhfling  felicity."  Pity  is  now 
ill  Iiis  heart,  an.)  t-ai-s  of  lov;  in  hii  eyes.  O  ftnners,  it  is  now 
with  yno  a  d;iy  fif  fulvmioii.  O  that  you  were  wife,  thi'.l  TOU 
unJurllfioJ  thi^,  (hit  vi'j  would  conCder  your  future  appear- 
ance hi.fiire  Ctinil!  Tin  time  is  f<tll  advancing,  and  perliaps 
at  the  very  dour  with  (ojie,  thai  this  feafon  of  love  will  be 
over  an'l  go'i.-,  r:;.H  your  lamentation  hereafter  will  Le,  "  The 
*'  harvcft  is  pjft,  the  fumm^r  i,  ended,  and  we  are  not  faved." 
Ynu  m.v  enjoy  all  ilic  xiv  wvdgti  and  blelTings  cf  the  gofpel. 
Chrifl  is  now  we-pin  J  ovai  you,  and  pouring  out  ]iis  compaffi- 
onite  heart  in  tcir:>,  urteriiig  tii^r,;  tsud^r  eip-xfiiiins,  "  How 
"  often  would  I  have  gnthtrfd  you  ai  a  her,  gaihereth  her 
'•  chickheLis  on.UT  hsr  «i;i,  j !"  O  Icl  it  not  b;  aJdiu,  "  that 
"you  would  not."  Let  it  not  befdi.1  •-  Ihaihecjme  unto  hit 
•'  o^-nandhisown  received  liim  not.''  But  in  the  future  judg. 
ment,  you  will  li;!iol J  thii  lo4-;ly  and  prtvi.iUi  Saviour,  cloathed 
in  terror,  with  frowns  on  h'u  brew  ant!  anger  in  hii  htatt,  iifu- 
ing  the  irrever  fiblc  fcutence  of  your  tiniil  delUny, "  Depart  from 
•'  me  ye  curfed  ir.to  evcrlalling  iiie,  prepared  for  the  dcYil  and 
"  his  angels."  Ail  his  love  will  be  turned  ii.to  wrath,  and 
70^11  piL-rt:m  citfe  and  frc-Jt^iy  ir.:o  dan^nation.     I'.very  fj^ul  in 
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tills  grcr.t  day  found   in  bis  fins,  £*iU  under  the  eternal  corlc* 
vitliout  repcsJ.     Who  among  us  can   think  of  enduring  the 
awful  fccne  ?  Who  c^n  bear  the  fight  of  an  angry  judge,  who 
is  infinite  in  power,  teriible  in  majefty*  and  who  hath  divefted 
liimfelf  of  all  companion  ?  Who  can  thmk  of  the  Son  of  God, 
cloathed  with  vengeance,   putting  on  fury  as  a  garxnenti  to 
rercngc  the  contempt  of  his  milder  charadler  ?  The  great  day 
i*f  ihe  Lord  is  coming  and  wlio  fhall  be  able  to  ftand  ?  CbriA 
Lath  come,  O   fmners,  to  requcft  your  hearts,  your  fricndlhip 
and  yonr  love  ;  but  when  he  fliall  come  again  no  fuch  requefts. 
JhiiU  b.^  made.     You  will  never  hear  another  foothing  invita- 
tion.    When  he  (hall  turn  to  the  left  hand,  nothing  but  tcrror^^ 
clouds  and  darknefs^  and  a  horrible  tcmpeft,.  and  nothing,  ia. 
his  voice  bat  the  dreadful  found — **  Depart.**^  •  But, 

Secondly,  finners  appear  now  before  Chrift  with  cold  hearts 
and  careJefs  and  ii  reverent  fpirits.  His  tender  addrcfltsand  mo- 
vingexpoH.ilations  arc  nciiher  heard  with  ferioufnefs,  nor  at- 
tended to  with  folemnity.  But  at  his  appearance  on  the  fliinin^ 
judgment  feat,  his  prefence  will  lUikc  awe,  and  *.t  will  be  impof- 
fiblcto  be  light,  c:irelefs,and  inattentive.  While  they  now  hcai 
the  prcpofali:  of  the  gofpel  Lid  before  them  by  his  umbjff.idors, 
bi^rtcclilrc:  them  in  Chrid's  ftcad  to  be  reconciled  to  Cod,  they 
rray  pc^h.ins  nnticeli.-*\v  the  ambafiaJor  a<5ls  bis  pa:t>  wheihir 
he  is  of'biiHiant  cl'.'cation,  can  pei^form  as  a  grand  orator,  o: 
in  Eaflcrn  fliie,  cui  play  well  on  an  inftiuiutnt;  when  ihty 
In.ve  decided  upon  this  biifmcfs,  they  retire  wii!i  a  fdf  a»^pro- 
butlcn,  and  an  inward  felicity.  But  in  their  appearance  at 
the  lall  judgment,  tilings  will  be  infinitely  different  ;  the  confr 
deration  of  the  fpeakcr  will  be  perfcdlly  dropped.  When  they 
hi^ar  orders  i/Tucd  for  tlie  folcmn  apparatus,  ar.d  behold  all 
niattcrs  difpofing  themfeJvcs  to  give  the  highfft  grandeur  to 
the  fccnc  to  haften  their  depending  fate,  how  will  their  fouls  be 
:iM  ii-MMbiiiigly  alive  to  the  final  fcntcnce  i  In  what  a  defciip. 
I  ve  manner  does  St.  J'  hn  repiefent  this  momentous  event  ? 
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Tl  is  as  if  we  (Jw  it  with  cur  tyes.  "  BchoW,  lie  eonietJi  wil!l 
*'  clouds  and  every  eye  Ihall  fee  Lim,  and  they  alfi>  which 
"*  pierced  Jim,  and  all  the  kindreds  of  the  earth  flrall  wail  be- 
"  taafe  ofhiAi."  Then  the  finner  will  hear  the  voice  of  ths 
Son  ofGodt  and  every  word  wiO  pierce  him  thro'  with  achoa- 
lUnd  terrors,  and  ten  thoufand  torments  will  wrecL  his  IbnI. 
But  on  the  other  tumd*  every  preparation)  every  difplay,  ami 
every  word,  will  be  pleafnre,  comfort,  tranfport,  and  eitaliu 
joy  to  the  believer.  Then  will  he  rejoice  with  joy  unrpeokabte 
■and  full  of  glory. 

I  have  often  ihooght  that  thii  appearance  will  be  peculiarly 
affeaing  to  the  niiniAcrs  of  the  gol'pel,  both  faithful  and  un- 
faithful. ThoC:  who  have  been  faithful,  and  yet  have  not  fuc- 
ceeded  aito  agreatpanof  their  fiocIt-Lord  I  faowmult  ttaficA 
them  to  fee  many  of  ihtir  dear  charge,  whom  once  witli  yearn- 
ing bowels  they  befoughi  to  fecure  their  fulvation,  whom  they 
had  perfuaJed  witJi  tears  by  thofc  very  terrors  whjcli  ibcy  now 
behold  and  feel,  but  they  would  not,  and  they  fee  them  depart- 
ing in  the  general  outcry  of  loft  and  condemned  fouls.  I'hey 
behold  them  tidiing  leave  of  Jefut,  of  their  friends,  of  I'leir 
juinifters  and  happinefs,  and  go  with  devils  into  cvetlaAint; 
punUhment.  At  to  fuch  who  mull  refled  upon  ilieir  unfai;h- 
fohieft,  as  the  caofe  of  their  own  and  their  Learem  eternal  AeC- 
truAion,  who  can  tell  the  tormeuu  eternally  occaGoned  here- 
by !  Think  of  this,  0  my  foul,  and  take  the  awful  hint,  to 
animate  thee  in  thy  work,  to  cry  aloud  and  fpare  not,  whate- 
ver may  be  the  oonlcquence  on  e^rth. 

But  I  proceed. 

Secondly,  to  Ihow  the  j;real  dillcrence  this  futui  e  4ippearance 
will  mal;i;  between  the  believer  and  unbeliever. 

Firft,  the  believer  will  be  treated  and  dininguiHied  with  the 
higheft  inllar.ces  cf  care  and  attention.    Jefus  will  take  a  pe- 


cullar  and  tender  notice  of  hitn  in  this  frightful  feafon.  When 
this  day  (ball  commence,  the  unbeliever  mnft  endure  in  hixn- 
felf  all  the  terrors  of  the  forming  fcene  and  judgment— will  feci 
himfelf  left  amidol  the  crufh  of  nature  and  the  wreck  of  worlds. 
What  tormenting  fear,  furprifc  and  anxiety,  will  the  very  cir. 
cumftances  of  the  feafon  occafion  ?  We  arc  told,  there  will  be 
diftrefs  of  nature  and  perplexity ;  that  the  fun  and  moon  will  be 
darkened  and  all  the  powers  of  heaven  iliaken;the  archangel's 
trumpet  (hall  found  to  the  extremities  of  the  earth  ;  the  heavens 
(hall  pafs  away  with  a  jireat  noife ;  the  elements  (hall  mdt  with 
fervent  heat,  the  earth  alfo  and  all  its  works  (hall  be  bomt  up. 
How  dreadful  will  it  be  for  the  unbelieving  (Inner  at  this  tixne ! 
How  will  it  ihockhis  inmod  foul  to  defcry  from  afar  the  awfiil 
appearances  and  iigns  of  the  times  I  To  fee  the  azure  veil  of 
heaven  rending  and  rolling  afide  to  make  way  for  the  defcent 
of  the  glorious  and  lofty  j  udge, — to  behold  companies  of 
mighty  angels  pour  forth  to  line  and  guard  the  way, — to  per-, 
ceivc  the  firmament  of  heaven  in  a  general  blatc, — the  forked 
lightnings  flafii  and  the  thunders  roar, — and  defcending  flames 
circalaiing  round  the  earth  and  involving  all  in  common  and 
promifcuous  ruin. — To  b^holJ  ihe  univsrfa  thrown  into  the 
utmoll  hurry  and  cosifufion  ;  all  its  conn':'5ii"»ns  broken  and  it, 
motions  difconcert'jvi ;  hear  car'.bquak' «.  varioas  noife,  deep 
diflur'jance;  and  all  darhnefs  and  defDluirn.  How  icdefcn* 
biihle  muft  it  be  to  fe-^I  the  agonies  of  ditT)lvi:ig  nature  ;  ^hen 
»ll  the  diforderly  elffmcn^s  fr^-c  from  their  prc'er.t  laws  and 
bearings  (hall  ruOi  i;:nr.kuoas  into  w.iirin  !  conflil:t.  How  wll 
the  impenitent  and  unbelitvlivi  d.nd  aghall!  how  will  his 
heart  fink  and  die  v.  iihin  him  I  cvea  now  perhaps  a  fudden 
tempeft  of  wind,  rain  and  thuiuijr,  can  throw  his  foul  into 
eoRfufion,  and  fn^Ite  it  througli  \\\:h  pain  and  t.rror.  But. 
alas,  there  \Niii  then  he  auotlicr  f*>M  dJ  fcene.  The  noife  and 
horror  of  fucli  a  time  is  iio  mo:-.,-  ;)  be  co:npired  with  that 
of  the  judgment  d.iy,  thini  the  JliiA'invr  nfa  Icif  with  the  re. 
port  of  the  loud.iit  di'nuL:-.     Wh;.:   cii'-lr-jis   and  conilcrna- 
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tion  will  rack  Lis  foul,  wJien  he  iindi  hitnrelf  deTerteJ  in 
.  thefe  circumflanccs  and  no  where  to  efc^pt;  while  he  fee* 
the  true  helUvtr,  r.nc  pciiiaps  Ije  formerly  knew  and  dcfpiled 
as  a  weakand  ignorant  hypceriie,  kindly  attended  wiih  a  hea- 
venly guard,  and  fafuly  coiiduard  rut  of  the  general  uproar. 
Jefus  will  fend  his  angels  to  j^ather  liii  fai.its,  and  to  place  them 

as  the  moH  glc.iious  aiTtmbly  ever  beheld  on  his  liglit  hand 

Who  can  devclo|>e  ihe  comfort  of  having  a  kind  angel  near 
to  fupporc  thctimirous fpirit  and  Arenjihenitbyhis  preTeDce^ 
and  fuAaia  it  by  his  mighty  arm.  —But, 


Secondly,  tlie  believer  will  receive  a  fcntence  of  acceptance 
and  approbation,  will  be  crowned  «ith  the  honours  of  the  gof- 
;i«l,  and  all  tlie  promifes  of  grace  will  be  fulfilled  to  him  ;  while 
the  unbeliever  will  have  the  final  fentence  of  condemnation  paT- 
fed  upon  him,  and  be  jiunifhed  with  all  the  calamities  and  car* 
fesofa  broken  law  and  JifpifeJ  gi-ace  and  mercy  ;  allthethreat- 
nings  of  ihe  fjcred  volume  will  be  executed  npon  him.  How 
great  the  difference  wl;i;h  will  then  take  place  I'Ctwecn  the  be- 
liever and  ilie  unlidiever.  Your  eyes,  my  brethren,  fliall  be- 
hold it.  Vou  and  i  V.  ill  he  pre'ent  at  this  grand  folemnity— 
And  is  there  not  a"  fid  da!ig;er  it  may  be  a  time  of  forrow  with 
fomeofus.  I  tien.bleformyfelf ;  1  fear  for  you.  Whcnthi* 
day  fh:ilt  open  and  come  t^  pafs,  I'.en  we  (hall  all  know  that 
this  is  the  truth  of  God,  a;id  that  though  now  you  may  refofe 
to  bear,  ami  de  too  callous  to  feel,  thin  yon  (hnll  both  hea^ 
and  feel  forever  ;  tboii'jh  your  htjrtf  will  no',  foften  and  relent^ 
yet  ihi-n  you  lliall  be  broken  upon  a  ihoiifand  wheeli.  What 
a  different  ftnfibility  will  then  be  awakened  in  every  foul,  when 
thelafl  fcnlcnte  lli.illb:  prononnced?  How  infinitely  vaiitnt 
will  your  fntorefr-m.  your  |.;eli:n:  f«iin;;-.be  ■  How  will  l)ie 
finner,  who  can  now  trifle  nitli  l>od,  his  foul,  and  alltlic  l>)l<  m- 
nities  <if  etcrnity.then  ardolly  with  for  one  of  llicll-  opj.ortu- 
nities  of  mercy  and  feafons  oi  ;i;r.ice.  which  he  now  ei.j'iys  iind 
flights  ?  I  Tear  him  potiring  ffrili  ilic  lamentable  acd  ddivjirirg 
I3 
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moan,  "  O  that  I  had  one  Lord's  day  mere  in  the  divine  fer* 
\ice»  one  of  thofe  aiiernoons  when  I  heard  as  ilio'  I  heard  not, 
behaved  as  tho*  God  law  me  not*  and  the  matter  was  no  con. 
cern  of  my  foul.  How  would  1  now  improve  tlic  hour,  how 
carefully  would  I  hear,  how  fervently  would  I  pray,  and  im- 
plore the  pardon  of  heaven  and  feck  divine  mercy  andgrace« 
Sut,  alas,  it  is  now  too  late  ;  once  I  had  good  tilings,  but  now 
I  mud  fuffcr  evil  things  forever.  I  remember  1  was  often 
admoniflied  and  told,  this  wuuld  be  the  cafe,  but  then  I  v^-as 
carelefs,  (lupid  and  fccurc ;  but  now  I  care,  I  feel,  and  am 
tormented.  O  that  all  my  fenfes  Were  locked  up  in  evcrlad- 
ing  infcnfibility ;  O  Uiat  my  being  might  be  taken  away  ;  O 
that  I  was  at  once  tormented  out  of  exidcncei  ovei-borne  and 
dellroycd  by  a  fudden  crufh  of  God's  almighty  arm.'' 

But  allow  me  to  comfort  the  poor,  feeble  and  s^rightedbe- 
Kever.  Be  not  alarmed  and  diilrcfTcd,  O  chri(liun>  this  (Lall 
never  be  your  cafe.  The  Saviour  is  yoar  judge,  and  God  is 
your  friend.  You  now  go  mourning,  jealous  of  the  divine 
favour,  and  often  filled  v»ith  iiiifgivings  of  heart  left  yo«r 
Cns  are  not  })ardoncd.  You  weep,  and  floods  of  tears  fiow 
frem  your  eyes  in  fccret  places,  oti  this  account.  But  let  faints 
lift  up  their  heads  and  look  forwaid  to  the  all  important  day, 
when  every  ilung  Ihall  ccrminrite  in  tlieir  favour,  and  tlicy  thall 
have  S.U  tlicir  dcfiics,  and  be  ever  wiili  the  Lord.  Your  foiTOwa 
will  ihen  ccjife,  your  fears  will  vanidi  away,  your  diftrcfa  pais 
uiF  like  an  affiicting  dream  of  the  niglit,  yoar  tears  will  be 
dried  up,  .rad  you  ffiali  find  you rfclv^s  in  the  pcrfe«aion  of  hap. 
piacib. 

A  word  of  exhortation  will  fiiiifli  tlie  prefcnt  dL^courfe  : 

Let  fmnerb  tieinUe,  and  fiiints  rejoice  at  the  approaching 
profpe<5l.  To  the  former  it  will  be  the  completion  of  your  mif. 
cry,  and  to  the  latter  the  tonlummatiun  of  your  blifs.  The 
difference  between  faints  and  lian„is  in  tliis  world  is  apparently 
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•very  incnnrid:rable,  but  in  the  ^nat  diy  it  will  be  as  manifcil  - 
u  biiween  beavcD  aiul  hell.     Let  not  the  terrors  of  tlie  awful 
feafon  affright  the  fmccre  pcnitiMit  am)  the  true  chriAian.     Ee 
not  afraiJ  with  any  aftoniihmjnt,  only  let  it  be  recommended 
to  you  to  waich  and  br  fohcr,     Cantin.ially  be  putting  on  iht 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  and  nnfcc  no  provifian  for  the  fltth,  to  fulfil 
die  IuHi  thereof.     "Seeing  th:n  thataC  thefe  things  ihall  be 
"  dilToWed,  what  manner  of  pcrfons  ought  ye  to  be  in  all  holy 
"  conTerfalion  and  gojlincfsj  looting  for  and  Infiening  to  tlie 
"  coming  of  the  d^ty  of  Cod,  when  the  heavens  being  on  fire 
*<  (hall  be  diHoIved,  and  the  elements  fliall  melt  uith  perfeft  heat. 
"Little  children,  nbideiii  Chii^,  that  when  he  fliall  appear, ye 
*■  may  have  conliilcnce,  and  not  b;  ailumcd  at  his  coming.— 
*■  Herein  is  our  love  made  pcrfeifl,  Oiat  vre  may  have  boldnefs 
*■  ia  the  day  of  judgment.      Fear  God  and  give  glory  cohim, 
"  for  the  hour  of  his  judgment  is  come,  and  wcrlhip  him  that 
"  mide  heaven  and  earth  and  the  fountains  of  waters."     6u^ 
what  fliall  I  fay  unio  you,  O  llnncrs.     «  licliold  ihe  day  of  the 
"  Lord  that  fluU  burn  its  m  oven,  and  all  the  proud,  yea,  and 
•■  all  that  do  wickedly  fliall  be  ftubble,  and  the   day  that  com- 
■'  eth  fliall  bam  them  up  fa  th  the  Lord  of  hofls.     Who  may 
"  abide  the  dayof  his  coming,  and  who  fhall  Hand  when  he  ap- 
"  pearetht  for  he  is  like  a  refiner's  fire  and  fuller's  foap."     Let 
us  allf  my  hcarerSt  prepare  for  the  folemn  day.     Let  the  avfiil 
fcene  recommend  to  us  a  fpcedy  retreat  from  the  ftorms  of 
divine  vengeance  under    Imm. mud's  wings.       Let  us  ever  be 
influenced  by  this  fentiment,  "  that  ve  mnft  all  appear  before 
'•the  judgment Icat  of  Chrid." 


SERMON    XL. 


k 


'Every  om  in  the  general  Judgment  re^wardei 

according  to  bis  works. 


Rev,  20.  xii.     ^nd  the  deaJJijall  he  ju-hjed  out  of  thofo  thhgf 
nvkich  nvere  'written  in  the  books ^  acording  to  their  luoj  ks, 

A  FUTURE  and  gencnil  jii  Jgtn'f'nt  after  the  refiirrcif^Ion 
has  already  been  proved,  as  alio  tlie  cxctcding  great  difFerence 
in  the  views  and  feelings  of  mankind  now  and  hLTcaftcr,  and  ihe 
wonderfid  diilinclion  whicfi  will  at  lliat  time  appear  between 
faints  and  linners.  We  Ihall  now  atuii J  to  the  fubje«a  in  a  dif- 
ferent way,  or  rather  confider  anothfr  branch  of  it.  The 
apoille  John,  after  he  had  been  led  by  tlie  fpirit  of  God  to 
give  a  prophetic  hiftoryof  all  the  important  affairs,  which  re- 
late to  the  church  militant,  the  dcftruclion  of  the  antichriftian 
powers,  the  binding  Satan  a  thoufand  years,  the  latter  day 
glory,  his  being  loofcd  again,  his  deceiving  the  >i?-tions  and  the 
great  wickednefs  and  perfccution  which  fhall  again  prevail  on 
the  earth,  by  Gog  and  Magog,  and  then  when  there  will  be 
no  religion,  and  fcarcely  faith  to  be  found  on  the  earth,  opens 
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the  geniral  judgment  fudJcDly  and  uneipf^edlj'.  He  inJumif 
US,  that  he  law  in  his  vifiun  ufTatority,  a  greitt  while  throne 
even   the  magniticent  [hror.s  of  jai^gtiientt  the   wliiieiiers  of 

which  bulJs  fuiih  its  rpoilei's  puiiiy,  uud  tile  per fealy  rightc* 
ous  and  impar ual  judge  n^iio  lai  thereon,  even  tlie  Lord  Jefiu 
Cliriit,  before  whiiic  ii;fulgein  gWy,  ihc  cirih  and  the  heavens 
tied  away,  the  elements  diiinlvt  J  :ind  niLlied  m  hU  appearance, 
andiJie  prefeDi  i'l.ime  of  tiiiiiu.r  l^ieniiroly  v^miiTied,  that  there 
was  fuuiid  no  place  f.>r  [h;Ki,  And  then  he  bthelil  the  affcni- 
bled  uiv.verij  ofangcU  and  men,  and  the  lokmn  prncefs  of  the 
tini!  judgment  was  in:tilii:cf1.  Hence  he  lays,  "  I  faw  llis 
"  dead  fnial!  jnd  ^i  s jt  lUr.d  brfure  God,  and  the  bouks  were 
"  opened,  and  ;iii.ii!ior  bonk  w.is  or.entd,  which  is  tile  bof.lc  of 
«  life."  Here  he  beheld  all,  buih  il^li:e<ius  :ir.d  wicked,  both 
high  and  loiv,  young  and  old,  all  «'hj  hiva  exited  fioni  dw 
bi'ijim.ing  to  xhc  e..J  of  ilnic,  colUified  in  one  immenfe  affem- 
bly,  width  no  n^n  c;Ln  nunibtr.  And  the  b(H>k>  likijivife  were 
opened-  By  b>j:ik:.  is  nndoubt^dly  intended,  the  record  of  all 
llie  condufl  of  inttlligeiic  cre.itatts,  and  the  rules  by  nliicb 
they  are  to  be  tried  and  jiid;;td-  Thcfe  t*o  things  are  abfo- 
Inttly  nccell'-ity  to  be  pri)du„i.d  in  Jud^msni,  the  fails,  and  the 
I'de  actordiny  to  Vfhii:h  t!ii-iK  fa-Tls  are  to  be  iiied. 

T!r:  1)ii'iV,s  at.:  here  incnii.-'ned  in  the  [-Inral  number,  which 
eviJently  teL;t!ns  us  tli^t  ;!ni -  wlii  be  nioio  than  one.  There 
will  be  the  book  of  divine  on.niiciijrite — ibe  biiok  of  confcicnce, 
—and  the  book  continuing  the  ru!i.:>of  jiiJgment. 


lining  a  peiftrt  record 
every   intelligent 


The  book  of  divine  onii^lllien; 
of  all   the  tluiughts,  words   and 

creature  that  ever  has  eiiiled.  Tb>.' l.nok  of  confcicnce,  which 
is  in  ihsb,--:..'*  of  (.veiy  one,  wiil  pcifeJlly  anfwcr  to  the  entry. 
It  wilt  bear  i.'rcri.1i!>!e  (eliimony,  that  all  the  things  recorded 
therein  are  accurate,  jult  and  true.  Men  in  this  life  forget 
die  gr(at;Il  poriion   of  their  cooduS,  jet  in  d:at  grand  day 
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when  Ml  tilings  fhallb;  hrou^jht  into  review  before  them,  Acfl 
their  memories  will  be  awfully  refrelhed,  their  recoUedion  will 
be  rendered  dreadfully  pcrfe^y  and  their  confciences  will  teftt* 
fy  that  the  whole  record  is  right,  that  there  is  not  an  iota  ad- 
ded to  or  diminiriied  from  their  thoughts,  words  or  anions.— 
Th^n  the  next  book  will  be  opened,  which  contains  the  rales  of 
judgment.  All  means,  opportunities  and  advantages  from 
the  works  of  creation,  the  light  of  nature  difpUyed  therefronn' 
the  revelation  from  Iicaven  both  verbal  and  written,  whereby 
they  might  have  known  and  ferved  God,  will  be  the  laws  bj 
which  ihey  (hall  be  judged.  The  works  and  light  of  natire 
are  a  (landing  rule  to  all,  and  in  addition  hereto,  there  has 
been  an  abundance  of  oral  and  written  revelation  given  to  the 
world.  Thofc  who  lived  from  Adam  to  the  flood,  will  be 
judged  by  the  works  of  nature  and  the  oral  revelation  which 
was  granted  to  mankind  during  this  period.  And  you  will 
phafe  to  obfei  v^,  their  revelation  was  very  fufficient  for  all  the 
ptTrpofes  of  religion  required.  From  the  death  of  Adam^  to 
whom  the  fumofall  revelation  was  given,  the  proroife  of  a 
Saviour,  and  no  doubt  was  propagated  through  his  pofterity, 
to  the  birth  of  Jloah,  the  father  of  the  new  world  after  the 
flooj,  was  little  more  thin  one  hundred  years.  So  that 
portion  or  the  world  was  fumiilied  with  a  full  revelation, 
wliich  will  be  the  rule  of  judgment  in  their  cafe.  Thofe  who 
iivcu  hnm  the  fljod  to  Moie?,  iiad  net  oiilv  the  antideluvlan 
rcvel.itirin,  h\\\  a]l  \\\\i  which  was  given  to  Noah,  therefore 
this  diviiion  ot' the  world  will  he  jtulgcd  by  the  light  afforded 
it-  From  Mofcs  to  Chrlfl  there  was  not  only  the  former  light 
in  the  world,  but  there  was  all  the  additional  revelation  given 
ro  mankind  by  Mofes  and  the  prophets,  and  this  reduced  to 
iviiting,  {o  not  liable  to  he  cnrrupted  like  oral  tradition  or  ver- 
bal revelation.  This  will  b:  the  r«ile  of  judgment  for  this  great 
period  of  the  world.  From  Chrift  to  the  end  o{  time,  the  light 
of  the  gofpcl  will  he  added  as  :hc  rule  of  trial  of  all  thofe  who 
have  enjoyed  the  fame.     And  all  who  may  be  Ailed  heathens 
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or  pagans,  and  never  have  been  favouitd  with  any  kind  of 
revelaiion,  ihev  fhall  be  judged  by  the  IhiV  of  nature.  To 
tins  St.  Paul  has  an  cvidcQL  reference  when  he  fays,  "  A»  ma- 
"  ny  as  have  finned  without  law,  (hall  perifh  without  law,  and 
"  as  many  as  have  fmned  in  the  law,  Ihatl  be  judged  by  the 
"  law  :"  Thus,  tliefc  will  be  the  rules  by  which  all  will  be 
tried.  BeGdes  thefe,  we  arc  told  there  will  be  another  book 
produced  which  is  the  book  of  life  j  in  this  all  the  names  of  the 
redeemed  are  enrolled.  Then  we  are  informed  the  books  being 
thus  opened,  "  That  the  dead  were  jt:dged  out  of  thofe  things 
"  which  were  written  in  the  books,  according  to  their  works." 
We  are  not  to  underftand  wliat  we  literally  meaa  by  books, 
but  only  chat  all  things  (ball  be  as  plain  and  evident^  as  tho' 
thrjr  were  recorded  in  folios  and  ledgers. 

And  when  the  whole  proccfi  Ihall  have  been  paJTed  tlirough, 
whether  it  will  laft  a  thoufand  years  or  one  day,  both  of  which 
arc  alike  to  God,  and  equal])'  unknoim  to  us,  the  judgf  will 
pronounce  the  linal  fentcuce  of  acquital  and  condemnation 
according  as  every  one's  wotks  fhall  appear.  Thus  fays  Chriit 
"  Behold,  I  come  quickly,  and  my  reward  is  with  me,  to  give 
■'  Lvery  man  according  a&  his  works  Ihall  be."  How  often  is 
this  idea  repeated  in  ibi:  accounts  of  the  lalt  judgment,  that 
every  man  fhall  he  rewarded  accoiding  to  his  works.  In  this 
manner  fpeaks  ilie  zpodle  Paul,  "  God  will  render  to  every 
**  man  according  to  his  wutLsi  to  thtrn  who  by  paiitnt  conii- 
**  nuance  in  veil  doing,  leek  lor  };Wy  and  honor  and  imnior- 
"  taltty,  ciemnl  life ;  but  unio  them  that  are  (ootcntious,  and 
"  do  not  "hey  the  truth,  hnt  obey  urn ij;h'.eournef(,  indignation 
"  and  wrath."  It  is  abundantly  taught  t!ir<)ut>hout  the  facred 
oracles,  that  all  nho  will  h=  finally  fived,  their  falvation  will 
be  owing  to  pure,  ficeani  uiimeritied  grace,  tlirough  the 
lighteoufnefs  and  atonement  of  Jefui  ClniA  the  RedL-cmerj 
and  that  the  wicked  (hall  be  eondemiied  fjr  tlieir  works  of  ini- 
quity.    Yet  it  is  timverfilly  alTated  that  to  the  UH  judgment 
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ttiejnfitficd  (ball  be  tiicd  and  rewarded  according  to  ^elf 
deeds  as  well  as  tjie  cohdemned.  Here  it  is  affirmed  in  oar 
tezt»  that  the  good  as  well  as  bad  (ball  be  Judged  ^'ccording 
to  their  works.  Sioce  Uiis  is  the  cafe,  that  mankind  ihall  final- 
ly be  tried  hj  their  worksf  and  tiicfe  who  arc  faved  will  be 
iaved  by  abfolute  grace,  it  is  of  Time  importance  that  ve 
ihould  attend  to  and  underlland  this  matter. 

m 

The  obfervation  IS  evidently  this;  that  in  the  6hal  judg- 
mentt  mankind  wil)  be  czadly  tried  according  to  the  evidence 
of  their  works,  whether  good  or  bad,  and  they  will  receive  fa- 
ture  rewards  precifcly  according  to  the  nature  knd  proportion 
of  thele  works* 

Pcrh.ips  the  tender  hearted  chriftian  may  be  here  ready  to 
fay,  "  If  this  be  the  cai'e,  I  .im  undone,  for  of  my  beft  works  I 
(hall  be  afliamed  in  the  prelcnce  of  the  univerfe,  and  illl  my 
hope  and  dependence  for  heaven  has  been  upon  fovercign 
grace  and  frc*  mercy  as  revealed  in  the  gofpel.  Parewel 
eternal  life."  lint,  O  chriiHan,  allow  me  to  befpeak  calmnef* 
and  patitr.r-  for  a  monvwht,  until  you  fliall  hear  the  fcriptural 
account  oi'  thl  j  niitiur, 

Eutcn  {]r:  ciher  liani!,  tlje  felf  confident  ard  prcrumpH>'ii5 
Tinner,  it  may  !;c  is  ihyirtc,  *'  T]\\s  do^rine  peifcK^lly  pkaics 
my  hcait,  ior  i-ioi'gh  i  La/e  been  wirkcd,  I  liave  done  many 
good  thing?,  which  1  Vncwm-iil  out  kdance  my  evil  conduct 
v,l;cn  wcijrJij.i  in  tcjniil  Jcu'.cs,  and  I  always  was  ofthe  opinion 
that  I  fi;';t:!'.i  br  '-.I  I'lrd  v.r.A  itwnrded  uccordinpj  to  the  naiure 
and  pr<  fvjif;-.)- of  rr!V  AH?:k=*,  therefore  1  am  fullv  aillired  all 
will  bz  wcii  with  rie  ;it  laiL"  But  let  mc  alio  entreat  ^o;i, 
not  to  <!raw  the  n^iiiiil^vn  t'^r.clufions  of  comfort  too  haHiiyi 
till  th(  ■I'.iticr  is  w??  .i:-d  in  ihr  balances  of  the  fancluary,  and 
\hc  CHU.c  b-J  CvciJed  by  divine  trudi. 


t  4SS  ] 

TTie  doftrine  of  ilie  uxt,  however  it  may  be  wttmgly  im- 
proved or  roifapplied  by  faints  or  fliincrsi  as  is  often  the  cale  [ 
yet  there  is  fcaicely  a  trnih  mote  frequently  repeated  or  more 
firongly  inculcated  ilian  this.  "Far  be  it  from  Cod,  faith 
"  Job,  that  he  Oionld  do  wiclcednefs,  for  the  work  of  a  man 
■*  he  will  render  unto  hinii  and  caufe  every  man  to  find  accord* 
« to  hit  work."  Thus  fpeaks  the  Pfahnift,  "  The  Lord  render- 
"  eth  to  every  man  according  to  his  work."  l&iah  dedares. 
*'  Say  ye  to  the  righteous  it  (hall  be  well  with  them,  for  they 
*'  fliall  eat  the  fruit  of  thor  doings  t  and  wo  unto  the  wicked 
"  it  (hall  be  ill  witli  him,  for  the  reward  of  his  hands  fliaU  be 
*'  given  bim."  Jeremiah  records  this  truth,  "  I  the  Lord* 
«*  fearch  the  heart  and  try  the  reini,  to  give  every  man  accord- 
"  iag  to  hii  ways,  and  according  to  the  fruit  of  his  doings.'* 
Si.  Paul  aiEnni,  "  God  will  render  to  every  man  according 
■•  to  fait  works,  and  whatfoever  good  things  any  man  doth,  the 
"  lame  fliall  he  receive  of  the  Lord."  Sl  Peter  gives  his  tcfti* 
tnony,  *<  That  God  without  refpef)  of  perfons  judgeth  ac- 
"  cording  to  every  man's  work."  Chiift  himfelf,  vrho  is  the 
chief  of  witoefles,  teftifies  iJie  fame  thing,  "  The  Son  of  Man 
"  (hall  cone  in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  with  his  angels,  and 
"  then  he  fliaU  reward  every  man  according  to  his  wsrks.** 
Here  ii  a  cloud  of  the  inffnied  writers  all  uniting  in  the 
fame  aiTertion. 

Here  two  imporUnt  qnellions  arife. 

Tiril,  what  is  tlie  dciign  and  nfe  of  a  general  judgment  ? — 
And, 

Secondly,  What  is  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  works  in 
Oiiit  final  and  folemn  day  f— In  anfwer  to  the 

Ilrft,  let  it  be  obferved,  that  this  great  trial   or  genera] 

judgment  is  not  for  God's  information,  that  he  might  hereby 

^3 


come  to  the  knowledge  of  men's  charaders.    Hdtean  coim 
or  trials  are  to  inveftigate  what  men  hare  been  guilty  of,  what 
their  conduft  and  charaaers  arc,  that  they  may  be  acqoittcd 
and  rewarded^  or  condemned  .and  puniflied  according  to  law 
and  evidence.    God  knows  every  man's  charader  and  condoA 
as  well  before  this  general  judgment  as  afterwards^  therefore 
■it  is  not  that  he  (hould  receive  any  information    concerning 
them  either  good  or  bad.     Neither  is  it  the  intention  of  thi^ 
public  judgment,  to  change  the  fcntence  which  was  pafFed  on 
every  one  at  his  death.     For  every  ^ul  which  departs  from 
this  world  is  in  a  private  manner  judged,  and  immediately  fent 
to  one  or  the  other  great  receivers  of  departed  fpirits,  agreea* 
Ue  to  their  charaders  as  righteous  or  wicked,  to  wit,  hemTea 
or  hell.     And  this  public  judgment  will  not  alter  the  fentence 
jwhich  was  then  pronounced  upon  them. 

iBut  the  defign  of  this  great  and  general  judgment  is  to  dif. 
play  and  ilhi(lrate  to  the  univerfe,  the  perfe^  righteoofnefs 
andjuilice  cfGod;  and  the  fair  and  equal  judgment,  which 
has  been  paffed  upon  every  individual.     Every  wicked  being 

in  earth  and  hell  thinks  God  to  blame  5  they  imagine  that  he 
does  wrongi  in  feme  way  or  other,  either  in  permitting  fin  to 
enter  into  the  world,  fuflfcring  it  to  continue  in  it,  or  he  ads 
wrong  in  Ihewing  mercy  to  fome  and  not  to  others,  in  grant* 
ing  gofpcl  light  and  piivileges  to  fome,  while  ethers  are  over- 
whelmed in  the  thick  glooms  of  p?gan  darknefs.  For  theie 
and  A  thonfand  oihcr  rcafons,  they  diflike  God  and  his  govern" 
ment  and  feel  him  to  blame.  But -in  the  general  judgment 
it  will  confpicuoufly  appear  to  angels  and  devils,  faints  and  fin- 
ners,  that  he  is  righteous  in  all  his  ways  and  perfedlly  juft  and 
holy  in  his  being,  peife^ions  and  government,  and  in  all  the 
adminiftrutions  of  his  providence  and  in  all  his  works.  In  that 
day  the^divinecharailerwill  be  cleared  of  all  thefalfeafpersions 
cad  upon  it,  and  the  whole  univerfe  of  beings  will  acknowledge, 
that  each  one  was  dealt  with  and  treated  in  the  moft  fair. 
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•qntT,  eauded  and  righteous  manner.  Therefore  thii  jadgToene 
h  ftiled,  "  The  day  of  the  rereliition  of  the  righteous  judg* 
•*  meni  of  G^d.""  ETerjr  one  will  have  ao  opun  and  public 
trial,  before  all  h'n  condufl  anJ  works  will  be  laid  to  the  rule 
and  the  (ioal  adjudicauon  will  be  accordingly.  To  bin  thai 
hath  done  well,  his  fentence  will  be  eternal  life ;  Imt  to  him 
diat  hath  obeyed  CDrighteoufnefs,  his  fentence  Ihall  be  indig- 
nation and  wrath.  The  fairnefs  and  juftice  of  th*judidal  pro- 
ceedings  will  be  uneieeptionably  evident  to  every  one's  con* 
icience  and  jodgment.  So  that  the  mouths  oT the  wicked  fhall 
ptonouace  themfehres  guilty;  and  the  righteous  (hall  cry, 
"  Holy  and  true,  O  Lord,  art  thou  when  diou  judged.*' 

Alfo  the  final  decifion  will  be  peifcjlly  manifeft  to  each  in- 
dividual. Though  God  needs  no  information  refpefling  any 
one's  real  character,  yet  there  mull  be  evidence  given  to  a  per- 
fbns  felf,  and  to  all  others,  in  orderto  prove  in  an  eiplicil  man- 
ner, hischarafter  to  befuch  as  itreally  is.-.  Wherefore  work j 
in  this  public  judgment  will  be  produced  as  the  giand  proof 
•f  any  one's  chara^er,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad.  And  thi«V 
leads  to  the 

Second  queftion  atifing  npon  this  fgbjeft,  to  wit  i  What  is- 
the  beneht  and  advantage  of  works  in  this  final  and  folemiu^' 
judgment  i  I  mull  take  it  fur  granted,  that  we  all  urtderfland 
what  is  meant  by  the  term-works.  They  arc  the  produiDions, 
fruits  and  manifeft  a  lions  of  the  heait-  They  are  every  thing 
fay  which  the  heart  is  made  );nown.  God  fees  die  heart  intni* 
tively  without  works,  bat  this  is  not  the  cafe  widi  either  angels,- 
■  devils  or  men.  None  can  immediately  behold  the  heart  of- 
another.  Man  cannot  d'fcern  the  heart  of  man,  nor  angel,  of 
angel.  This  intuition  is  tlie  prerogative  of  God,  and  is  per- 
haps one  of  his  incommunicable  attributes.  Wherefore  to* 
know  the  heart,  the  real  diarai^er  muft  be  known,  and  tliis  i»> 
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«nly  difcoverable  bj  works.     Man  will  be  diiliDguiQied  from 
man,  and  angel  from  angel ,  only  by  thefe  means. 

Firft,  the  real  ftate  of  men  will  be  tried  by  their  works,  whe- 
ther k   be  a  ftate  of  fm  or  holinefs. — Then, 

Secondly,  their  works  will  be  proper  m^nifeftatlons  of  tlie 
]»rogrefs  they  have  made  in  their  ftates. 

Tirttf  works  in  the  final  judgment  will  be  exhibited  as  the 
iblc  evidence  to  prove  what  ftat  *  a  perfon  is  ia,  whether  it  be 
that  of  the  righteous  or  the  wicked.  As  the  righteous  will  be 
judged  firft,  fo  their  good  works  will  be  produced  in  tefttmony 
of  the  fmcerity  of  their  love^  faith,  repentance,  ftriving  againft 
fin,  holinefs  and  godly  living.  Then  will  the  f^^ntence  f  the 
judge  be,  "  Come  ye  bleifcd  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  king- 
<'.dom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world  ; 
*«  for  1  was  an  hungered,  and  ye  gave  me  meat,  I  was  thir/ly 
"  and  ye  gave  me  diink,  I  was  a  ftranger  and  ye  took  me  w 
<«  naked  and  ye  cloathcd  me,  I  was  fick  and  ye  vifitcd  me,  I 
«  was  in  prifon  and  ye  came  unto  me."  On  ihe  other  hiiml 
the  evil  works  of  the  wicked  will  be  eihibiied  as  the  uiidenia- 
ble  proof  of  the  badnefs  of  their  hearts  and  ftate  Thcfc  will 
prove  them  woikers  of  iniquity,  impenitent,  unbelieving,  dlfo- 
bedient  to  the  gofpel,  and  tranfgrc/rors  againft  tiie  light  of  na- 
ture. And  their  fentencewill  be,  *<  Depart  from  me,  ye  c\ir. 
•«  fed  into  cvtrlafting  tire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  ungeJb ; 
"  fori  wai  an  hungered  and  ye  gave  me  no  meat,  I  was  thirft/ 
*<  and  yc  c;ave  rr.c  no  diluk,  1  was  a  Hrangtr  and  ye  took  ni^. 
**  not  in,  naked  and  ycc'oathed  inc  not,  fjck  and  in  prifon  aiic£ 
«ye  vifitcd  me  not."  Thus  all  will  be  judged  according  to 
their  works,  and  the  charadlers  of  all  whether  good  or  bad  will 
be  maui felled. 

Secondly,  another  ufc  and  dcfign  of  works  in  tlie  laft  jnd^- 


ment  i*,  they  will  fctve  to  prove  the  :)il«an cements  which  per. 
fons  have  made  lu  their  general  ftjtcs.  As  Come  aie  vARlf 
more  wicked  than  otiurs,  fo  fome  are  more  righteoui  and  ho. 
Ij  than  ot)ters.  Smne  have  kad  great  and  diHioguilhed  tal- 
ents,  enjoy etl  higher  d.'jjrfcs  of  light  ;iiid  knowledge,  and  more 
e:ninciit  adviiiitBgei,  ;m<i  by  their  wafte  and  mirimprorcmcnt 
s'l  I  ibiife  hereof,  hiva  citieJingi/  aggravated  their  fins,  and 
Uitrelore  wiil  be  at-'judged  t"  a  groutcr  degree  of  fuSeriag.— 
Hence  ihU  )jun!ic  jad^ment  will  be  more  tolerable  to  fome 
ihan  other^'  "  fhe  le<vant  who  Lncw  Ms  mailer's  will  and 
•■  did  it  not  Ih^ili  be  beaten  with  man/  flripes."  Ho  likcwife  it 
will  he  with  the  ri^bteous  j  ibiiie  hiive  pre- eminently  fufiered 
for  reli;jion,  and  i.ii^de  -ibunJantl/  greater  advances  in  virtue 
[>icty  and  h.>]ti^':l';  ih^ii  oiliers,  thdf  wilt  be  promoted  to  fupeii- 
<ir  degr^s  rf  1 -n ;!(■.! ii els  ir,  glory.  Therefore  we  read,  that  in 
ihe  heavei.ly  kii^gdom  are  mnny  manfiona,  that  the  twelve  «- 
[loflles  fii.ill  lit  on  twiUp  iltnn.cs,  and  to  be  exalted  on  Chrill's 
Tigl.t  hLiud  a.id  oil  hii  hCi  Ili.iU  be  given  unto  them  for  whom 
h  ii  prepared  of  tlie  Father.  Now  alt  thefe  things  will  be  de- 
tcTHiiiied  in  the  exafl  prrpoiiion  tif  men's  works.  Thtis  we  fee 
the  grand  dellgn  of  the  general  jiidgnient,  the  parpofe  and  ufe 
of  ffoiks  in  th.it  &.iy,  acj  all  t'-.eri:  things  illuflrate  thedoarine 
in  o'jr  trjit,  :hat  e'/ery  one  will  be  judged  according  io  his 
w.irks. 

Tiiii  fabjfft  fliall  be  cK:fed  with  a  few  reflexions. 

Firl),  we  are  here  t:ingh(  the  great  importance  and  abfolute 
necriliiy  of  j-ooj  worki.  This  is  :ia  elFemial  article  of  the 
fofjel,  and  mud  be  preachtd  by  all  the  minillers  of  truth. 
Our  Lord  fiys,  "  Li;i  your  light  fo  /bine  before  men,  that 
"  others  beholding  your  good  work^,  inay  glorify  your  Father 
"  which  ii  in  heaven."  And  St.  Paul  ecjuins,  "Walkwor- 
"  thy  of  the  Lord,  being  fiuiiful  in  every  good  woiL."  This 
be  givos  ill  charge  to  Titas,  "  That  they  who  have  believed  in 


<*  Godf  aught  be  caitfiil  to  maiouun 
^tfaiogs  are  good  and  profiuUe  wito  men*  Evcrf  gooA 
« Cite  will  iNriog  fcrik  good  friuti.*'  Aad  where  tkere  m 
not  good  froitsp  or  good  work«^  it  i»  an  infkllihle  tMmf 
dial  die  tree  it  not  good.  And  dias  it  will  appear  in  diefv^ 
twe  jadgnent  wiwn  everf  one  will  be  tticd^  acqjsitaed  or  eo& 
dunardj  according  to  his  worlsir 

SecGodlf  » we  Ieat?i  diere  will  be  difierent  d^gnee  oTpanSfi^ 
neaiin  hell.  And  no  doobt»  of  all  die  mijlerabk  diet^  go^ 
jt(|"^"g  finners-will  receive  ^die  fuUeft  fntafpft  of.  .t» 
■lenL  Chrift  declares^  it  will  be  more  tolerable  for  Tyn 
asdSidon  than  for  Choraun  and  Be(aida»  and  that  it  wi&  be 
note  tolerable  for  the  land  of  Sodom  than  for  the  atj  of 
Ciapemaum.  Wherefore  let  fiaaers  under  the  light  of  the  got 
pel  particularly  confidcr,  that  above  all  odiers  while  you  cou- 
dnac  impenitent,  you  are  trcafuring  up  for  yourfelves  wrath 
agaiod  the  day  of  wraiii,  and  the  revelation  of  the  righteous 
judgment  of  God.  O  that  you  would  fpecdily  awake  from 
your  fatal  fccnrity  and  attend  lo  ths  things  of  your  peace. 
«  Awake,  O  deeper,  arifc,  call  upon  tliy  God,  if  fo  be  he  may 
have  mercy  upon  you,  that  you  perifh  not.'^ 

Thirdly,  we  are  here  tanght  that  dierc  will  be  dififerent  de« 
grces  or  incafuics  of  happinefs  among  the  ble/Tcd.  "  They 
"that  arc  wife  thuU  fliine  as  the  brightnefs  of  the  fiimameat, 
«  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteoafnefs  as  the  ftars  forever 
<«  and  ever.  As  there  is  one  glory  of  the  fun,  another  glory 
*«  of  the  moon,  another  glory  of  the  ftars,  fo  alfo  is  the  refurrcc- 
«  tion  of  the  dead."  Numerous  pafFagcs  of  fcripture  teach  us 
that  there  will  be  different  degr<jes  of  glory  among  the  happy 
according  to  their  various  capacities.  As  one  (lar  differs  froa 
another  itar  in  glory,  fo  alfo  will  it  be  with  the  bleifed. 

Laaiy,let  this  doaiine  be  improrcdby  all  who  are  chriiU. 
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«iis,  t9  BioTc  tbem  with  an  holy  ambition  to  afpire  after  the 
faighelltlegreetofthisgbry;  and  the  way  to  obtain  thishonor 
is  to  be  rich  in  good  works,  and  to  be  exerciGng  the  higbefi 
iligreci  of  loTc,  &itb,  hamility,  and  crery  grace. 

Let  lU  all  be  exhorted  to  bear  apon  our  minds  coittnoanf, 
that  there  i»  a  judgment  to  come.  Let  ut  remember  that  the 
judge  is  at  the  door,  that  the  Lotd  JeTus  wiU  come  ^uicklf, 
and  that  he  will  render  to  everyone  as  his  worlds  lliall  be.  Let 
ui  not,be  found  in  the  ftate,  ways,  or  praAifes,  of  which  we  flull 
tfaep  be  aibamtd. 


<^^ 
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The  dernai  torments  of  the  damned  fr^ad. 


•     -  « 


Mat.  25,  xlvi,     yfnd  thepJhaU  go  enusy  itOa  everlaftiuf  ftf 

THE  eternity  of  the  torments  of  bell,  however  plajnl  j  tanght 
in  the  oracles  of  God»  is,  notwithftanding,  denied  by  feme  and 
doubted  of  by  many.  There  appears  to  be  a  growing  dilbe- 
Hef  of  this  article  of  oar  faith  in  tliefe  days  of  licentioos  princi- 
ples and  degenerate  manners.  It  is  a  doArine  of  great  utility 
and  high  importancei  and  therefore  to  be  contended  for  with 
eameftneftf,  and  not  to  be  yielded  to  the  enemies  of  troth  as  a 
matter  of  indifference  or  a  thing  of  no  moment.  **  Contend 
<*  eameftly  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faints,"  is  an  a- 
poftolic  injon<5lton.  That  this  is  an  article  to  be  held  with 
firmnefs  and  ftedfaftnefs  appears  from  it>  being  fo  frequently 
inculcated  in  the  word  of  God,  from  the  ufe  which  is  there 
made  of  it,  to  alarm  (inners  to  attend  to  the  concerns  of  cheir 
fouls,  and  from  its  being  the  flrongeft  natural  motive  to  co* 
gage  men  to  fcek  their  (alvation  and  to  reftrain  them  from 
open  courfes  of  vice.    The  do^ine  of  cverlafting  punifliment 
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MRUS  the  buHneTs  of  Qstaral  motives  to  ibe  higheQ  pofible  de- 
gree of ibice. 

It  is  true  Hie  effcfl  produced  by  it  upon  mankind  is  far, 
very  f^r  from  biding  anfwernble  to  the  high  nature  of  the  argu- 
ment. But,  if  this  be  the  cafe  under  this  mighlj  argument^ 
nhat  would  be  the  CQaftiiBeace,  if  it  were  weaker  ?  If  the 
Qroageft  polllble  motive  that  can  be  produced  to  excite  men 
to  feelc  tluiif  falvation  proves  ineSednal,  furely  were  the  ino- 
five  weaker,  the  elTeJl  would  be  lefs  in  proportion.  If  a  mo- 
live  iDConciivably  Rrong  and  poweifulin  its  own  nature,  which 
is  now  tlie  cafe,  has  fo  litth  influence,  it  is  plain  an  inferior 
motive,  which  would  bt  the  A;itc  of  matters  if  the  punilfamenc 
of  the  wicked  were  only  for  a  limited  time,  would  have  a  yery: 
iacoafiderable  effefl,  if  any  at  all.  Were  the  fentiment  to  be- 
come common,  it  wciuld  remnve  in  a  great  part  the  rellrainc 
npon  men' s  confcieaccG,  and  they  would  be  more  abandoned  to 
the  world  and  their  luils  than  they  now  arc.  Wer^  ihb  opi- 
nion given  up,  whicli  never  can  be  rclinquiHicd  by  the  plain  be- 
lievers of  the  bible,  the  ftrongell  confide nitions  whereby  the 
fouls  of  men  can  be  touched,  muft  be  furrendered  alio.  J  ap- 
peal to  faA ;  only  look  into  the  places  and  focictiesi  which  ho!i! 
the  univcrfal  principle,  is  there  not,  I  do  not  lay  of  Tei;gion» 
but  a  manifell  failure  of  common  virtue  and  common  morttls  ? 
The  cenfure  I  grant  is  heavy,  bnt  it  rills  witli  tliem  to  eidu- 
bit  the  contrary. 

All  know  and  feet  that  fear  isapowe^M  ptinciple  in  th^ 
lioman  conftitution,aDdiihofe  who  renounce  the  eternity  ofhell's 
tBrments,  rcjeA  the  hightll  motive  by  niiici)  that  pitnciple  can 
be  movod  or  operated  upon,  'fhefe  are  fome  t  f  ihe  reafons 
which  Ihuw  the  generally  received  dofliir.c  lo  be  impoit:tnt, 
and  that  it  is  necelCiry  at  proper  limes  to  a  Jihug<:  the  evidences 
whereon  ic  depends.  We  lh^<l  endeavour  to  lay  bki'oic  you  a 
1-3 


£48+ 3 

feiv  of  the  arguments  from  reafon   aod  rereladoD  Whqcliy 
it  is  fnpported. 

As  this  dUcourfe  h  iniendeJ  to  be  of  a  pra^cal  natorey  airf 
aims  at  intereftiog  the  heai(  of  every  hearcTy  as  well  as  adini- 
niftcring  light  to  the  underftanding  and  convidion  to  the  jadg» 
nieiit»  I  ihall  not  go  into  the  obftnxfe  and  more  ftrid  method 
c^reafoning,  which  might  be  expedient  upon  a  proper  occa&OD> 
but  confine  myfclfto  fuch  eaf/  and  obvions  oUerrations  » 
may  render  the  doQrine  plain  to  the  nnprejttdiced  and  feeUeft 
underftandin;^.  I  know  it  isafiuitleis  attempt  to  combat  a 
weak  mind  under  ftrong  picpolTciBIons. 

^rft,  tirat  the  pnniAmentof  fouls  in  hell  will  be  everlaftipg 
or  eternal  is  evident  from  diis;  diat  from  the  natore  of  fin  and 
'their  ownnature,  thej defirve eveilafting ponifhrarat.  If thcf 
merit luch  a  puniHimenty  jnllice  requires  it  (hould  be  infli^led. 
If  tinners  OHght  lobe  pnnithed  according  to  their  defert,  t^^ 
rules  of  law  sind  juftice  oblige  it  to  be  done.  We  are  aFured 
from  the  word  of  God,  that  he  will  do  in  all  caiis  that  which 
is  juft  and  perfeflly  right»  therefore  if  fyiallj  impenitent  finners 
dcferve  eternal  pUnilhnient,  it  cvill  be  infiidled  upon  them.  AH 
that  remains  to  render  this  argnmeiH  ucanfwer  ble  is  to  (how 
that  finners  do  juftly  deferve  an  eternal  puniflmient.  This  ap- 
pears from  the  nature  of  lin  continuing  to  be  nnrepented  of^ 
that  it  is  an  exceedingly  ill  deferving  thing.  Every  /ia  deferves 
the  wrath  and  curfe  of  God,  or  clft  it  deferves  no  punifhment 
ac  all,  and  it  wonld  be  wrong  to  inflift  any  punifliinent  upon 
a  firmer  cither  in  ih»s  world  or  in  the  next.  To  fuppofe  or 
fHggcfl  ilint  fin  deferves  bo  puniflimcnt  at  all>  is  to  Rirmifc 
th:it  Cm  is  no  fault,  nor  blame  worthy.  Bat  this  would  be  an 
express  conrrMdi<^ion,  and  faying,  tliat  fin  is  not  fin.  For 
the  very  notion  and  future  of  fui  is  tlut  it  is  an  evil,  faul- 
ty thing,  and  worthy  of  blame.  To  fay  it  is  bhme  worthy  is 
the  fame  as  to  lays  it  is  worthy  of  puniHimem.  If  it  deferves 
no  pauilhment,  it  is  not  an  evil.    The  very  natore  of  a  morally 
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«nS  tAioii  is  that  tt  meriu-pwiiOiiiimt.    If  it  be  kll«wed*tKerar 
K  any  pnoUhmeDt  infliAed  ■  ob  men  either  hot  or  bereRftct,  k- 
iiatherjaftoitinjnai  the  latter  would  be  to  imptue  ouighi 
tcoulhefi  ti;  Godt  therefore  ibe  fonner  it  cftablifhed. 

Tbt  resfoB  why  (in  >  d«ferTei  any  posifliBMRt  i>  becanfe  oF 
iu  evil  or  fauliiadi,  hnice  it  defcrret  psnilhinent  in  that  de- 
cree in  which  iLii  evil  or  faulty*     To  lay*  that  the  rcafon  of 
iu  defcit  of  ponillinieDt  is  the  evil  mi  fiwltinels  of  it,  and 
yet  to  deny  it  de&rvce  it  in  that  degree  in  which  it  ii  evil  or 
fruity,  would  be  a  patpaUe  contndlAion^    As  the  faultiaefs 
of  fm  is  the  reafon  of  iu   delert  of  poni(hiDentt  hence  it  mull 
"merit  it  eiaAlyaccordmg  to  the  degree  of  iu  fankineft.  Tbere- 
fere  an  ad  which  has  one  degree  of  bUmeabletiels  in  it,  muffl 
kare  one  degree  of  puoilhment )  that  which  hM  two  degFeeti- 
moft  for-  the  fiime  realbn  merit  tw«  degicci  ofpnuifluncot, . 
and  thus  it  will  proceed  toinlrnityf  and  if  there  beany  evi^^ 
^bich  contains  ait  infinite  degree  offaultinelittbBD  foch  evil, 
deferres  a  proportionable  panifboient  or  none  at  alL     Becanl*-' 
if  a  crime  of  ahiglrdegre»of  ftnltinofiidoiiot  dc&rve'ahtgh  ■ 
degree  of  puiufhmeati  then  furely  a  crime  with  only  one  or  a 
Inall  degree  of  fanltittefi  can  defavc  no  piiiLiAmcnt  at  bH,  or 
nest  to  none.    Which  amonnti  totlie  hae  ai  to  &y  it  ii  do  • 
crioKi  or  ihe  fanltinefi  of  an  aAion  is  not  the  reafon  of  its  de- 
fertofpunilhment.  Theconfequenceof  this  i^  there  would  be 
aofocb  thing2«fin,Uw,  jaftice,oreTil  in^the  nniveife.    And 
dms  we  are  got  to  the  cod  of  all  goremment  and  religion)  Tinu*.-. 
and  ncet  ri^t  and  wrong  at  once. . 

Moreover  the  degiee  of  tke  •vilofuadton-wiffaltoaya  b»- 
in  proportioa  to  the  worthinefs  and  escelkncy  of-  the  objeA 
againft  which  it  ii  oomouited  i  but  at  God  is  an  tAjtS  of  io- 
finite  eiccUcncy  and  woHhiaafi*  bence  every  Gn  as  conouticd 
againft  him  is  an  exceeding  great  evil,  therefore  in  ftiict  jaAice 
defervoihehigfaeftiioiliUepaiufluneaU-  8iaconfidet«dculiir 
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iively  ^s  committed  againA  mankmcl,  or  a  mere  tranigf  efSoii 
of  the  laws  of  human  focietjy  is  always  finite  in  its  nature,  and 
can  never  ^rife  higher  however  henious  the  crime  maj  be,  and 
therefore  it  never  does,  nor  can  receive  more  than  a  finite  pu- 
nifhmcnt.  The  punifliment  of  man  for  ofFcnces  committed 
againft  man  are  always  of  this  natnre.  Bat  as  it  is  againft  Goj 
and  the  degree  of  its  faultinefs  is  accorcUng  to  the  infinite  dig. 
nity  of  the  divine  nature,  hence  the  punifhment  maR  be  the 
greateft  pofiible,  it  mud  be  in  the  bigheft  degree  and  of  the  moft 

unlimited  duiation. 

r 
The  fin  or  faultinels  of  an  adion     afes  from  and  confifts  in 

the  violation  of  fome  obligation  the  peribn  is  under.  'If  a 
perfon  be  under  no  obligation  he  can  commit  no  f^ult ;  f^r 
irhere  there  is  no  law  there  is  no  tran/greflion.  Now  if  fin 
confifts  in  and  arifes  from  the  violation  of  an  obligation,  and  if 
the  obh'gation  violated  be  infinite,  then  the  a6l  itfelf  conuins 
in  its  very  nature  an  inconceivable  degree  of  evil  or  faultinefs  ; 
^ut  God  is  a  being  to  whom  all  rational  creatures  are  under  the 
highcft  poflible  obligation,  therefore  every  fin  againfl  him  is  an 
evil  beyond  created  conception,  and  hence  it  nuiR  receive  the 
greatcft  mcafure  ofpunifliment,  and  the  jnfticeof  God  requires 
that  the  fame  fliould  beinfliflcd.  Therefore  the  torm'nis  of 
hell  will  furely  be  eternal.  For  God  will  deal  with  every  one 
llri^aiy  according  to  his  works  j  and  finite  creatures  can  in  no 
other  way  be  the  ftzhjcas  of  the  greateft  poflible  puuifliment, 
or  a  punifliment  adequate  to  their  demerit,  but  by  fuffciing  lo 
theutmoft  extent  of  their  capaciiics  throughout  tlie  vhcle  of 
their  interminable  exiflence. 

Secondly,  it  is  evident  the  future  fuflTerings  of  the  wicked 
will  be  everlafting  or  eternal  from  the  nature  of  that  ftare  into 
which  they  pafs  at  deatii.  It  is  a  f^are  of  the  moft  perftfl 
mifery.  It  Is  dcfigned  of  God  for  this  very  piirpofe,  there- 
fore  all  who  were  fcntenced  to  that  place  muft  rcccriarily 
be  miicrable.      Many  have  gone  from  oor  v  orld  to  ihefc 
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abodis  of  woe,  anil  many  nrc  ftil!  going  tliiiher  from  year 
toyrar.  And  they  are  as  fullcfmifcry  as  thrirfonU  ean  hold, 
and  a;  long  ais  tfaey  coatinue  in  tliat  (laic  they  mull  be  miTerahle 
from  tlie  Tery  natore  of  iL  If  there  be  no  other  ftate  to  which 
they  can  piSs,  if  this  be  the  IuiaI  and  laft  condition  of  the  wicked 
and  tliere  rematiisno  fuitliep  change  or  removal  durinf;  their 
ezillencei  and  they  muft  fi^nd  their  exillente  herct  and  their 
exigence  will  be  etemni,  then  it  is  pUtn  their  puniilinient  cr 
XDifery  raaft  be  eternal  alfo. 

It  is  evidcac  from  the  fi:riiHures  that  there  are  but  tw» 
apurtinenti  in  the  <tern;it  world,  wliich  are  tlie  receptacles  of 
foul*  that  go  from  this,  to  wii,  heaven  and  hell.  The  latter  ii 
reptefcnted  as  the  final  f.atc  of  tliofi;  who  die  impenitent,  unpar. 
iloned  and  in  their  fins.  There  is  not  the  leaft  hint  of  any 
olh:r  (late,  nor  tiny  reafon  nr  ncccHity  to  fuppofe  another,  thefe 
two  anfwering  to  the  two  chxraAers  among  mankind,  tlie  righ. 
teous  and  thd  wicked,  th.-reforc  a  third  Sate  would  be  wholly 
lupfrBunus.  And  however  tliis  is  believed  in  popifh  countries, 
it  is  altogeiher  unioun Jed  both  in  real<)n  and  reveUtion.  Now 
as  this  is  the  cafe,  that  (he  ftate  into  which  the  wicked  pafs  at 
death  is  their  final  condi:ion,  and  there  is  no  fiiture  change  to 
lake  place,  therefore  their  mifery  will  be  eternal. 

Thirdly,  it  is  certain  that  the  torments  of  the  wicked  will  be 
evcilafling  fr»m  thtir  temper  and  diarafler.  Their  tempers 
iind  difpofi^ions  are  fuch  that  they  cm  never  be  brought  into 
a  reconcilia:ion  to  God,  bu:  by  almighty  power  and  divine 
grace  creating  in  them  a  new  hcatt.  And  it  is  abfoluiely  cer- 
tain God  will  never  exert  his  gracious  power  to  any  fuch  pur- 
pofe  ;  there  is  not  the  lead  intimation  of  any  fuch  thing  in  liis 
word,  but  theie  ate  abundant  declarations  of  a  contrary  na. 
ture.  He  h^s  utterly  abandoned  them  to  their  enmity,  malice> 
and  all  the  cormptio!)?  of  tlieir  hearts.  Their  enmity  and 
wickcdneTs  is  tlie  rcalbn  cf  their  condemnation  a:  RtR,  and  as 
long  as  tlie  fame  temper  and  dtfpofition  continnet,  fo  long  it  is 
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perfeAly  proper  they  (bould  be  held  aader  paniflmient:     For 
cbe  reafon  that  makes- any  condoA  on  the  part  of  God»  or  ony 
fufferings  oa  the  part  of  finners  jvft  and  rigbteons  at  any  time^ 
will  render  them  Co  at  all  times  while  the  reafon  continues  on- 
which  they  are  grounded.     If  therefore  the  damnation  of  the 
wicked  was  right,  when  they  were  firft  turned  into  hell,  it  moft 
remain  equally  fo  to  all  eternity-;  hccaufe  the  reafon  and 
ground  of  it  will  always  be  the  fame,  even  perfed»  increafidg* 
and  invincible  cnmicy  to  God  and  all  goodnefs.    Natural  eril 
wHl  never  cure  moral  evil ; .  nothing  can  cffed  this  but  the  gra- 
cious operations  of  the  Spirit  of  God.    Hence  if  it  vras  right 
Co  condemn  them  to  hell,  it  will  be  equally  right  they  fliould- 
be  kept  there  forever.    The  damned  who  have  been  there  from 
the  bcginnicg,  have  not  giown  better,  but  wor&;. therefore 
there  can  be  no  pofiibb  motive  for  their  releafe.     They  con- 
tinually employ  theEs^fcIves  in  new  adtsy  exertions,  and  exercifes 
of  hatred,  niiilice  and  enmity  to  all  that  is  good,  hereby  thdr^ 
guile  will  be  contlnuallj  encreadng,  and.  their  defert  of  puniQi« 
ment  in  quality  and  weight  as  their  moments  do  in  number* 
Thus,  according  to  all  lules  of  jafttcs  and  propriety,  the  tor- 
ments of  hell  iullead  of  abating,  mu(l  increafe,  and  never  come^ 
to  an  cud. 

rcurthly,  the  fufferings  of  the  damned  can  by  no  means- 
make  r-Tiy  atonenr.ent  for  fin.  Two  things  are  efTentially  necef- 
fary  in  making  an  atonement ;  th.it  all  the  fuficrings  be  borne 
which  t'.ic  penalty  of  the  iiiw  threatens  and  requires;  and  that 
they  be  borne  from  principles  of  perfeift  obedience  to  the  law, 
and  from  love  an  J  duty  co  die  lawgiver-  If  cither  of  thefc 
conditions  be  wanting,  tlie  fufferings  can  contain  nothing  of 
the  nature  of  atonement.  He  may  f  jflFsr  myriads  of  ages,  and 
thefe  myriads  multiplied  into  themfclves  myriads  of  times,  the 
cafe  will  ftill  ht  the  f^inie,  theix  will  not  be  the  leaft  atoning  effi- 
cacy  in  his  fu^erir.gs.  The  certainty  of  thefe  requiQtes  in  the 
atonement  for  fm,  is  capable  of  tlic  ftridleft  demonftration.    To 
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toBa  the  penalty  which  the  law  require}  ia  order  to  littiiff  itf 
demaod*  ia  iclf-cvtdent,  and  the  oecelBcy  of  theie  lo&criagi 
-dicing  peifbimcd  from  loie  and  cbedieace,  feems  eqiiaU]r  doir 
aad  ftrilring.  An atoaemciU  muft  imply  roincihingiititacc^ 
table  to  Uie  Uwgireri  and  all  acceptableneft  to  God  atlTes  fton 
Qbedieace,  and  none  will  piecend  thue  is  cither  lore  or  obcdir 
ance  in  diefufferingsofbcll;  therefore  their  pumihment,  bow* 
ever  long  cndorcd.  can'  make  no  atonement  for  fin.  All  the 
fuffeiingi  is  that  world  are  from  Invincible  conllraint  and  nc- 
-ceffity.  They  are  bonnd  down  under  tlieffl  by  the  almighty 
power  of  Qod  agaiaft  their  wiHs.  They  would  break  ont  <f 
helli  dellroy  Godt  nfarp  his  throne,  and  murder  all  his  faithful 
fttbjeAi  were  It  in  their  power.  But  all  the  devils  and  damned 
in  the  In^nal  regions,  in  the  moll  violent  eiercioDs  of  their 
-rage  and  malice,  are  a*  nothing  in  the  hands  of  the  Molt  High  i 
ihcy  have  fuch  an  avful  limle  and  alTurancc  hereof  as  fills  them 
with  £(lraffiOB  and  defpair.  All  tfaefc  things  ferve  to  demoa- 
ftrate  there  can  be  no  period  to  their  fuffeiings,  bnt  that  they 
iaa&  be  everlalUng.  This  doArine  might  be  ftrongly  argued 
.from  the  confiderationofthe  ends  of  divine  government  in  the 
infliAIon  of  pnnHhfnents, — and  from  the  nature  and  infinitdy 
Talnable  fiificrings  of  Chriftfor  the  redemption  of  men, — and 
'from  die  qualities,  virtues  and  principles  contained  in  hit  atobe. 
ment  for  fin  ;  but  chefe  argumenis  ure  too  citcnrive  and  fo 
'lemn  to  treat  in  a  {hort  and  dcfnitoty  way,  in  whkh  the  itatni* 
of  a  cratraSed  pulpit  difcourfe  obliges  me  to  confider  things^ 

Wherefore  I  proceed  to  the 

Lad  arj^Bmeni  I  propoTe  at  pTefent  to  oStT  in  fuppott  of  onr 
iloArine.  And  it  is  a  confidersuion  not  only  condndve  and 
•decifive  in  itfelf,  but  it  gives  additional  weight  and  ratifying 
force  to  all  the  preceding.     It  is  this : 

The  holy  fttiptureidoabundantly,  repeatedly  and  in  ezprefs 
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tirtr.3,  declare  and  ^fiinr.»  tliat  the^  punillinient  of  xhc  wicked 
.u  'hell  will  be  ctcrna,!. .  The  tirft  paHage  I  wonld  produce  i^ 
from  the  prophecy  of  Ifauih — '*  And  xhtjt  that  is  the  ikved  of 
•*  the  Lord,  (hall  go  forih  and  look  upon  the  caxcu£c:s  of  the  idca 
**  chat  h:ive  tranfgreiVcd  againft  me  ;  for  their  worm  ihall  not 
*^  die,  neither  (hull  tlicir  fire  be  quenched."  No  words  can  be 
more  cxprefs  liian  thcfe  in  ailcrling  the  perfed,  compleat  ao4. 
feverlauing  deilraciion  of  tranigrefiQi&  ;  nor  any  declaration  of 
ihis  dodrine  be  plainer  in  prophetic  language.  It  is  the  genius 
of  the  piophciic  (lile  to  exprcis  fpiritual  and  eternal  things  in 

bold  iigures  and  by  feudble  and  material  images.  Daniel 
--iifords  another  authority  in  point:— "And  many  of  i  hem 
'«  that  deep  in  the  dud  of  the  earth  fliall  awake,  fomc  to  ever- 
"  laiUng  life,  and  fon:e  to  Hiame  and  evcrlafting  contempt." 
H^ia  the  alfcrtion  is  explicit,  that  the  fliame  and  contempt  of 
foniz  who  fliall  be  raifcJat  the  lail  day,  ^^411  be  everlading  or 
LUrn^Ll.     The   next  autlioriiy  is  in  MalacKi : — **  £chold  th*. 

'*  day  cdmcili  thai  fiiall  burn  as  an  OYcn,  and  all  the  proud^ 
"  yea,  a:iJ  all  that  do  wickedly,  lliall  be  ftubhle  ;  and  the  day 
"  thiit  conitth  fhall  bjrn  ihein  uf ,  fiiiih  the  Lord  (jf  hods,  tha^ 
•' ::  lli.iU  I'jjVc*  iiitni  iwi'.l.iT  io--t  nor  branch."  Th^*  declara- 
lioa  lv:rc  is  Jjlcriptlve  ar.J  fliong.  It  exhibits  the  greatnefs  cf 
C..»a'/.  j'ul  inolv;Rii'Jon  .ijiinfl  the  pioud  an  J  :iil  that  do  W!ck- 
♦ivlly.  C«'J  will  biiii[^  tr-tr.l  ;ir.J  abfolutc  <JtJhii6'cn  upon 
il;.!.!.  They  ll?.*!!  l-e  I'virr.i  n;)  root  :ii)i  branch.  Their  ruia 
(1i.m1  I.:  ptifiiv-l  :.n.l  c-':i.| 'vat  i.s  (.f  ih.it  whicJi  ii  wholly  confii- 
ii:cJ.  In.'.v  c(»r*:cr.>t.'l.i:o  the  natm*;  cf  iliis  ruin,  ruot  and 
b.  .mclf.  .i!..!  ih:  fubjOkls  •1  it,  who  ai^  dcTii^rjcJ  for  aa  cteMi..! 
Gj:.i:i-..i-,  .;j:J  it  .:iiuicb  an  Uiititi.i.i'lc  jroolcf  lUi  tJowiiiiK, 
:h:it  I'lc  i;.iil::i-s «  I'iliC  Jaini;oJ  viii  be  uiim»itJa:vi  cvirlaflln^. 

1  !'.^  r.w-..*  -V  l.i'.-: -lit  aboi-.iuU  wl.h  a'.ilhr.ilii.^  »..^  J-,c  r**n;^ 
j.'.:-.lI.*.  tio.v  |-.,.iici!lar  n  (»ur  I-oiil's  airii-ia'inii  in  il:i: 
1..  .ii..-.  i^-ic:  ii:i.-'  i.j  icj-'cai'.v  ]\  o'tthiics,  "  'i  i.vi  T,cria.  ci- 
•*  tl-i  wrx.  u,      '     'iiw  li  nt)t  i]:t;iich^d."     lie  ililc^    ;l*cir  tor' 
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tnefft  ttflqBcrtcluUe  Art,  ftod  deftnbM  their  angntdi  by  trtef- 
log,  wnUng  and  gaafliiiv  of  ttedi.  And  tlu  &»1  fenunce 
he  proeoabset  on  die  wicked  is,  <■  Dcput  from  me  ^e  coiibd 
"  iatg  crertaffitig  firt  prepared  for  die  devil  and  hif  angdi.'* 
To  iriiicli  Hia  J  be  added  the  Ibleam  reScflioa  he  mAtt  ia  our 
Hsn,  -  and  thefe  Oiall  go  awtj  into  cVcrUlling  posUhmcat.'* 
Qin  tay  trord*  taiore  etprc&lj  hold  fbnh  du  cndlcfi  dimtioo 
4f  the  mifiriei  of  die  fiaaDy  impenitenL 

Varioot  an  the  objeAiontbroaghtfbrward  iq^ft  this  doc 
tiine,  foch  ai  that  God  ii  too  good  and  tnercifol  a  bring  to 
ponilh  bit  crealom  with  eternal  mifery-  Sach  perfoni  maf 
be  alkedt  it  not  God  too  good  and  mercifol  to  panilb  liit  erea. 
torci  at  all  f  Ii  it  not  cruel  to  affid  them  with  poiot  aafaJ 
Mad  death  I  This  wc  fee  conftandjr  bcfon  our  eyci  |  and  diera 
b  ceruinly  do  exudxj  in  the  one  cale  more  dun  in  the  othcr> 
Cruelty  cannot  be  attributed  to  God.  All  the  pnnifluqent 
whicb  be  infliAi  both  in  this  world  and  the  nest  ■■  pctfe^f 
]aft.  JolUce  and  cnteltjr  nerer  dwell  together^  Therefor* 
there  can  be  ao  injuftice  with  God  in  the  everlalUng  faflcringa 

(rf'the  wicked Bat  it  ii  alfo  objeAed  that  the  word  ererlaffing 

if  ufed  to  exprefs  a  limited  dnratioiv  at  alfo  the  wordi  fbrsTer 
and  ever,  ftc-  Tbit  ii  troe,  bat  in  all  tfaofc  placet,  It  It  ofaTioui 
to  the  feebIeK  mind,  that  the  nature  of  the  fubjeAi  fpoken  of 
evidendf  fitowf  diat  tbef  are  tenporary ,  changeable,  and  their 
coMiniiance  limited.  Bat  ii  tbit  the  cafe  ia  any  one  inftance 
when  they  arc  ^d  to  eiprcis  mattcrt  of  an  ualimitted  dara- 
lioB  i  Sorely  not'  It  thti  the  cale,  when  they  an  em^oyed 
to  expreb  the  dnraUon  of  God,  hi*  peifeaioni,  government* 
dondnion,  heavenand  the  happiaeft  thereof  i  If  not,  why  flionld 
they  be  limited  when  applied  to  the  dnratioD  of  hell  and  iti 
tonnenn  i  If  they  ezprefi  a  limited  daratton  in  the  latter  in* 
fiancei  fo  likewUe  in  the  former  t  If  hell  be  temporary  6>  alio 
is  heaven  and  the  divine  exiftefice  itfelfi  for  the  very  fame  termt 
are  olsd  to  expFcia  the  one  at  the  oibcr.    And  they  are  often 
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cfentraftcd  and  the  one  fet  over  againft  rhe  other,  to  teacTi  u^ 

the  equal  duration  of  both.  Thl§  vcrfe  containing  our  text  is 
ah"  hiftiincc  of  this  contrail  as  well  as  many  others.  "Thcfe 
**  fhall  go  a'way  into  everlafting  punifhxnent,  but  the  righuous 
*•  into  life  eternal."  Here  the  word  everUfting  and  eternal  U 
prccifely  the  Tame  in  the  originsd  ;  and  its  evident  intention  U 
to  inftruft  tis  in  the  equal  duration  of  both.  If  the  one  be 
eternal  (b  alfo  is  the  other.  Thefe  things  (how.us  that  the  eter« 
nity  of  hell  is  as  abfolutely  certain  as  the  eternity  of  heaven. 
Wherefore  let  all  beware  how  they  believe  and  depend  upon 
the  dangerous  principle,  that  the  fufiFeiings  of  the  future  ftate 
will^omcto  an  end. 

•But  to  the  authorities  already  mentioned,  it  might  be  eafyxo 
adduce  a  multitude  of  others ;  as,  **  They  (hall  be  puniflied 
«  with  everlafting  deftruftion  from  the  prefence  of  the  Iiord, 
^  and  the  glory  of  his  power.  They  fhall  be  tormented  clay 
••  and  night  for  ever  and  ever.  And  the  fmoke  of  their  tor- 
«  ment  f.mU  afccnd  for  ever  and  ever,'*  &c.  Let  whait  has 
beenfaid  luthce  for  the  prefcui.  If  ihefe  things  will  not  con. 
vincc  the  ferious  and  attentive  niiad,  there  h  reafon  to  fear  their 
ccnvidlion  will  come  too  late.—* 

The  fubjcifl  fhall  be  linilhcJ  in  a  few  rcflcdiois. 

Firfl,  we  arc  here  tuight  to  magnify  the  love  and  grftce 
of  God  di.'played  by  Jcfus  Chriil  in  conniving,  and  executing 
a  plan  cf  falv.ition,  whereby  guilty  finners  may  tbro*  faith  \m 
t!ie  blood  of  the  lamlj,  efcape  from  all  this  cndkfs  woe.  This 
doiftrine  Pts  the  mercy  of  God  and  the  comp^fljon  of  the  Sa- 
\ionr  in  a  moll  confpicuons  light.  Oh,  let  us  pralfe  the  Lord 
for  the  oilcvi  orcicir.Al  life,  in  the  goJpel.  Let  the  love  of  God 
the  Father  mid  the  Son  conflrain  us  to  relinquifli  the  old  apof- 
tacy^  to  foffakc  our  fins,  and  turn  unto  him  with  our  whole 
iKart,  To  ihat  we  inmy  live  and  not  etcrr  ally  perifli. 
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Skcoa^jr,  «e  here  learn  the  precioafnele  and  iieffable  value 
•f  the  immOTtal  foul.     It  is  c^iuble  of  and  dcHgned  for  aa 
eternal  exigence.    The  bodf  mull  foon  drop  into  the  dull,  and 
all  the  beauties  and  f;lorie(  of  ihe  votld  will  be  no  more.     Bu^ 
then  the  foul  entcii  iiito  an  everlalling  and  Bncfaange able  date  c{ 
h^piaefs  ortniferj.   If  penitent  and  united  to  CbnA,  it  enteri 
into  that  grand  apartment  in  eternitft  called  heaven.    Here  is 
the  throDc  of  God  and  the^  liimb^    This  whole  region>ls  petfieft 
light,  loYCf  grace  and  gioryi  and' the  fnul-  cstering^mto  Rf.iu 
capacity  will  be  compleaily  filled  with  the  moll  confumiaatc 
ielicity.     Blefled  and  happy  ate  all  they  who  have  entered  in- 
to the  Hate  of  glory,  for  heaven  will  never  come  to  an  end* 
I'his  worLs  np  the  pleafure  tocxiacy  that  it  will  be  everlnft- 
ing.—Bm  on  tlie  other  haodi  if  the  fani  be  nnconverted,  im, 
pcniicut  and  unrighteoL'.s  at  death,  ai  foon  as  it  is  diHodged 
from  ihe  body,  it  plunges  into  that  gloomy  and    tormenting 
diviCon.of«tenutjt  where-it  isinlUntlyfilkdin  every  part  and  ( 
^ulty  with  all  ibeifnlnefs  of  the  wrath  of  Jehovah.'.   Here 
they  will  blafpheme  God,  and  rend  and  tear  one  another,  and 
foam  and  gnaQi  their  teeth,  and  bound  thro'  the  burning  furges 
for  ever  and  ever.    Whofe-  heart  does  not  tremble    at  the 
thoDgbc  f '  Let  the  honors  of  the  fcenc  he  wrought  op  by  the 
fitongeft  imagination,  they  fall  infinitely  Ihort  of  what  every 
unholy  perfoniiHabltfto  every  moment.  You  (land,  O'tinners, 
on  flippery  places^  and  all  beneath  is  helh    Let  thefe  tilings 
'   fonnd  an  alarm  to  the  bearc  of  every  u  nvonverted  fmner,  and 
awake  bim  out  ofhiideep  fecnritybefoK  it '  bd  forever  too 
late. .  O  finners,  awake  lo  repentance  and  flie  fivm  tJie  wrath  ' 
that  is  to  come  ;  lay.hbld  on  the  hope  which  is  now  offered  in 
the  gofpel,  that  yonmay  efcape this  direful  mifery,    and  be- 
iiitroduoed  into  the  joy*  of  Paradife.     And  that  thii  may-  be 
the  glorious  habitatiou  of  u&aQtbrODghoutthennwafting  ages 
of  eternity,  may 'Coil  of  his  infinite  mercy  graut,  throng  JoTui 
Cbrift  our  Lord,  to  whom  be  all  glory,  honor,  dominion  aoij 
fiaife,  forever  and  eier.    Amen  and  Amen. 


# 


^ 
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SERMON  XUL 


The  nature  mndfdicity  of  the  CdeJIial  Stale. 


Matt;  IXT.  34*    Then JhiM thrkhg fay  wU9  thim  m  bis  right 
kmdt  Cvfrn  y9  hleffed  0fmy  Father^  inherit  the  kingdom  frefared 

fir  you  from  thefiundathn  cfthe  mnrld. 

AFTER  the  reforredion,  in  the  clofe  of  the  general  jad^« 
nent  when  the  grand  procefs  (hall  have  been  finifhed,  then  th^e 
£nal  fentence  ^411  be  pronQjmced  upon  all  i]>  perfect  equity 
and  righteoiiTnersy  according  as  their  charaifters  fhall  be  foiusd 
to  be.  The  proceedings  of  ihts  great  day  are  here  m  this  cbapp 
ter  difplaycd  before  us.  The  glorious  app^ranceL  of  the  jodge, 
the  fplendor  of  his  advent,  and  tlic  magnificence  of  his  atttn* 
dants>  are  defcribed  in  all  the  glowing  beauties  and  ftrength  of 
language.  When  jou^reiidv  you  leem  as  if  you  (aw  Jelus  feaCed 
on  the  throne  of  hik  glory  and  all  nations  afTenabled  in  hts  pre- 
fepce.  You  behold  him  fcparating  this  promifcuous  throng  one 
from  another  as  a  (hephcid  divideth  his  [h«'^ep  from  the  goats. 
This  reparation  will  be  as  ezadl  as  it  will  be  juft.    The  moft  io- 


coafidemble  £ihit  wtU  not  be  IpA  in  tbc  croud  of  GDOen,  nor  tlw 
laoft  plaafible  Ciucr  ccncealed  in  the  throng  of  fiinU.  Every 
one  will  be  broughc  iotwtid,  and  have  «  puticular,  open  aoj 
fair  trial,  lb  tbu  itll  will  l>eperfe£Mf  convinced,  on  which  band 
be  mnft  be  placed,  'l.'hui  fpeski  the  pruphet  Ezekiel.  "  At  for 
"  yon,  O  mj  &aik,  thus  f;iith  the  Lord  God,  behold  I  jodg* 
''between  cattle  aitd  cattle,  between  the  ranne  and  the  he- 
"  goatt."  A.  per/eft  fcrutiny  will  be  niadet  fo  that  it 
will  be  azcuraiel}'  deierioinedr  who  are  fheep  attd  tebonrc 
goati.  The  feparation  being  conipiKitedt  the  two  gnuiddivU 
float  of  the  aniverle  wiU  be  lituated,  the  one  on  the  right,  and 
the  other  on  the  left  of  the  gloiiout  judge.  Id  thii  tretMn*  ' 
dons  fiiiution,  he  will  firft  addrefs  himl'elf  to  iliofe'  fixed  in  the 
soft  honorable  place.  "  Then  Ihall  the  king  faf  unto  thentt 
"  on  hri  right  hand>  Caoie  ye  bleCid  of  mr  father,  inherit  tbe 
**  kingdom  prepared  far  you  frotu  the  foundation  of  the  world. 'r 
Thu^when  the  procel'a  is  dnilhsd>  *aJ  ttwtranfpoitingientence 
pronoaaced,  all  the  heavenly  arche*  will  riag  with  jof ,  in  die 
palling  of  th:  rightcocs  :o  eveilaHing  life.  Chrift  Jefoi,  When 
he  caiTi';  in  tb;  S;ih,  mtdc  a  meaa  app:Mrance  in  the  eye*  of  a 
earn^il  W'u-ld,  was  a  fluiubling  block  to  thejewj,  and  todw 
Greeks  fooliffinrrs,  was  ai  a  root  out  of  dry  ground  with onC 
form  or  comelioer^,  rtrjffi.-d  and  defiiifcd  of  men  ;  but  now  on 
tbefeatbf  judgment,  Ik  appears  in  nil  the  Ihining  fp'en.lov 
of  a  l:ing.  arrayed  in  alt  the  regalia  and  eHulgence  of  the  ce- 
ledi^l  [t^ie,  beaming  fonh  in  all  the  radiancy  of  him,  who  wst 
claaihed  with  the  fui)  ^nJ  hdd  (h:  tnooo  under  hb  feet.  Earth, 
lykingf  appearing  in  l^.e  robet  ofthi:ir  dignity, ftied  a  fplendor 
around  them  on  iV.t  gaping  muttitudet,  but  when  Jefui  iht 
Ling  of  kiii;^  appears,  the  iiiuirtcnJant  brilliancy  of  his  glory 
will  infinitely  more  OQiftune  eA^thly  royalty,  than  loyally  «-. 
eels  the  ragi  and  mien  of  the  ino^  abjed  fUve.  In  all  the 
grandeur  of  heavenly  majefty  (he  feutence  will  be  uttered  to 
the  joy  of  all  thofe  who  have  made  theii  peace  with  God.  Their 
good  works  will  be  produced  as  tlie  evidence*  of  their  appro* 
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•'*M«**h«ing(#Wfiid<ft(ltSw  r»  VBaktf  ^  ^^t  due  J6Uki^ 

«4DMlM*tk*f 'Av^MM  ftw Wi^^tietr,'  or  ia  ^n  udfl^ 
'M>BWjiriii»«D<iat8r<^yTllr  Untf  ^  tfidi  r^^lStaEi'^^ll^. 

«•  tlMlVi>ti*rethr«i,  fe  h*T(r'Bbif»'1tiinto  dfi&V'  Hfe'tenteace' 

conl^ins  tn  it  the  complete  bkfKdners  and  peffeft  felicity  of  all 
faints.  'J'iicir  happiacfs  in  »U  refpt6ls  will  be  adequite  to  Acir 
liolinefs  in  this  lifr»  and  their  extcnfive  and  growing  capacities- 
isk  the  Dciu  They  will  then  pais  horn  gksry  to  glory  tfarougli'' 
oat  eternity. 

■ 

.jC.i^av  be  obfcrved>  this  important  fentence  contalas  two- 

piinclpiu  things. 

.  rirH,  ihc  ac);nou3cdf,ipg  of  the  faints  to  tie  hitlkd  cf  the- 
XiOru.     ••  Come  yebleffcd  ofxny  Father." 

Secoiidly,  tlie  happinefs  of  diat  glorious  ftate  into  wbicfa  they 
*'  arc  adnailtcd.  "  Inherit  the  kjwgdom  prepared  for  yoo,  from 
*'  zhe  foundation  of  the  world." — In  tliis  festence  it  conuined 

Yir^t  thf  ackno\7lcdgn)ent  cf  i]ie  faints  to  he  the  bleifed  of 
the  Lord.     •'  Come  ye  bleflcd  of  my  Father." 


Chnil  pronounces  them  bleiTed  and  this  decWatiMi  psorcr 
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them  to  be  fo-  Thej  are  the  bfli|C;d  of  cbe  F«lier  j  tho<  cor. 
Std  and  reproached  by  the  woild,  yet  ihey  are  blelTed  of  Cod. 
Tbe  Holf  Ghoft  glorifies  the  Son,  aad  die  Son  glorifiei  the  Fa. 
theri  and  the  Father  bleflies  and  glorifies  the  ndccmed  and  fano. 
lifiedt  and  thus  the  eternal  Trinity  are  a!  t  iodmMely  concerned 
in  the  accompUflimcnt  of  the  evcrlafiing  btefiednefs  of  the  betn 
oFfelicity.  When  Cbritl  calls  them  to  come,  this  is  no  other 
than  an  hearty  welcome  to  the  glories  prepared  ibr  them.  He 
formerly  in  this  world  called  upon  them  by  his  word  and  by  hie 
.f^rtt  to  come  anto  himi  that  they  might  be  partakers  of  graces 
and  life;  then  the  call  wastol'elf  dciuai,tomQrtificatf0B,totakc 
op  their  crofi  arel  to  follow  him.  The  call  in  the  eitimatian  of 
the  world  was  to  fliame,  contempT,  fuffering  and  foollfline& ; 
bat  now  it  is  to  glory,  immortality,  and  the  foil  fniition  of  God 
and  perfcd  lelicity  forerer.  They  who  formerly  obeyed  ht» 
call  and  foUoired  him  bearing  the  crofs,  will  now  enjoy  hij 
beatific  prefesce,  wearmg  a  crown.  Hearken  to  the  eitatic 
pleaf^ire  of  theaddrefs.  '*  Come  ye  blclled  of  my  Father)  y« 
"  beloved  of  my  foul,  for  whom  J  have  travailed  and  been  in 
"  pain,  for  irtiom  I  have  cndared  toil,  anziety,  ftiffeiitigt  aad 
"  oppreflioo  to  the  ideating  of  great  drops  of  blood  i  for 
**  whom  1  have  trod  the  wine-picfs  of  divine  wrath,  and  gone 
•*  through  death  and  hell ;  come  ye  into  my  tendcreft  embra* 
•'  ces,  ye  who  are  highly  favored  of  the  Lord  and  wliom  the 
>■  majefty  of  heaven  delighieth  to  hoDbr."  O  with  what  rap- 
tures of  joy  will  this  ad  Jrefs  fill  the  heans  of  the  righieonsl — 
How  willitcaufe  them  to  fing  the  gloria  os  riches  of  .free  gntre, 
the  wonders  of  redeeming  love,  the  praifes  of  God  and  t!ie 
lamb?  The  faints  in  thU  [»lgrimiige  and  impcrfed  Aace  mar 
with  humble  boldnefi  approach  to  the  throne  of  grace  ;  but 
then  they  fhall  comebiildly  to  the  throne  of  glory.  This 
word,  "  Come  ye  bleSed  of  my  faclrer,"  holds  out  the  goUcn 
fceptre,  with  a  full  alTurance  ifcjt  tfie  deiire;  of  their  licun* 
fhall  be  lali^Bd,  and  the  wh3t>;  rl  a  heavc.Viy  kin-diini  flialt 
be  conferred  upon  them.    The  king  tdJiefe.  ;!;-::  t-om  :h« 
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0\t6tit  of  his  gloryt  and  hereby  admits  them  to  Ve  kings  'and 
tsrie/lsin  manfions  of  glory  forcVer.  All  po'wier  in  heaven  anS 
earth  is  given  unio  the  Son,  and  he  introduces  all  the  Hghteboj 
into  the  heavenly  Cavaan,  for  none  obtain  entrance  there  bat 
byhis  approbatfon  ;  therefore  they  are  Aich  in  whom  the  diviae 
|>erf^ions  were  defigned  16  be  glorified  from  all  eternrty.— ^ 
They  are  the  fared  according  to  the  eternal  jpurpo(e»  bleflcd  in 
the  father's  deHgOt  called  in  time,  fandlilicd  by  the  fpirit,  and 
fiow  they  receive  all  that  perfeAion  of  blefFednefi,  which  thef 
heretofore  only  had  in  promife  and  earneft  at  their  firft  (anAi- 
fication.  Thns  diey  are  aftnally  and  completely  UeiTed  of  the 
Father,  the  Soni  and  the  Holy  Ghoft. — I  proceed  to  die 

Second  confideradon^  to  wit,  the  happinefs  of  that  gloribtis 
ftate  into  which  they  are  admitted.  '*  Inherit  the  kingdoa 
**  prepared  for  ycu  from  the  foundation  of  the  irorid.** 

In  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  happinefs  of  heaTen»  we  can 
Icnow  but  little  in  thi«  dark  world,  after  our  moA  careful  a^ 
tention,  f«»intul  (tiiwv  dnd  diligent  rcfcarches.  The  mo  A  fit - 
Vcurcd  anci  the  moft  advanced  faints  opon  earth,  fee  but  dark* 
ly  as  through  a  glafs.  "  Wc  know,  fays  St.  Paol>  but  in  part» 
"  and  we  proplicTy  in  part ;  but  when  that  which  is  perfcft  it 
**  come,  tJcn  that  wliich  was  in  part  fliall  be  done  away.— 
«*  Wbcn  I  was  a  child,  I  rp;ike  as  a  child,  I  miderdood  as  a 
''  child.  I  Lhought  ns  a  child,  but  when  1  became  a  man^  I 
"  y^i  a'vay  cl)ildifh  things*  Eye  hath  notfeen,  nor  ear  fieard» 
'»  r.::!:?:  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  rnan  to  nnderftandt 
•*  ih;  thiiv:s  wliich  God  haih  prepared  for  them  that  love  him.'* 
Thi  g'ory  and  felicity  prepared  for  the  blefled,  we  (hall  have» 
a  very  icipeifsft  idea  of,  while  in  this  rmbndied  Rate.  After 
v<:  have  contemplated  aU  lIic  ilc/criptiuns  cf  it  in  our  blbles» 
K>vctljcr  wi^h  all  the  additions  which  fanciful  irriaginaiion  Can 
V  ii;7,e:>,  w?  n.-^y  TJ'l  be  affiired,  that  they  fa:l  infiniroly  fhort 
of  a  p.nfcil  pivliirt*      But  a»  tlitf  fa.cr:d  oracles  give  us  many 
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^etcriptioni  of  the  celeilial  glory  to  qokkon  ind  ^mfort  fainti 
ud  to  allure  and  perfuade  (lanersi  for  the  cncntiriigeincnc  and 
ctmfolatlpn  of  ihofc  who  hope  lo  enjoy  this  inheritance^  we 
ftall  brieHy  exhibit  a  few  of  them.    A  leading  line  in  the  bu. 
fineft  is  the  tranfcendent  felicity  exprcffed  in  our.uxt,  *'  Inher* 
^  it  the  Icingdom  prepared  for  you,  from  the  found ilion  of  the 
^  world."  To  inherit  a  kingdom  is  the  fiillcefs  of  thd  ambitioa 
tif  the  homan  mind.     This  is  wiiat  the  proud^  the  enterprifing 
«bd  the  brave  wade  throogh  feas  of  blood  to  obtain ;   for  this 
hecatombs  of  mortals  have  been  ficriiiccd  s  for  this  all  the  ex« 
ertions  of  human  invention,  good  and  bad,  have  been  pradifed. 
A  kingdom  is  reckonfd  the  mod  valuable  acquifition  by  mor- 
tals on  earth.   In  their  view  it  comprehends  all  honor,  wealth 
•ad  happinefs.     Theyt  who  polfefs  a  kingdom,  wear  the  glo- 
ries of  a.  crown,  fway  the  fceptrc  of  dignity,  poiTefs  tlieenfigns 
of  royalty,  enjoy  tlie  plcafures  of  a  court,  and  command  the 
treafures  of  their  dominions.     This  is  a  feeble  refemblance  ot 
the  ■  kingdom  of  heaven.     The  faints  who  are  here  pilgrim;.^ 
ftrangers,  prifoners,  accounted  the  cutcafls  and  cffscoDiings  of 
the  earth,  ihall  then,  to  tli^  adonifhnier.t  of  sUl  worlds,  inheri: 
a  kingdom.     Nebuchadne^^zar  divcHed  cf  birds  feathers,  and 
Lis  fingers  of  eagles  claws,  with  adjbfttd  htir,  coxTibcd  head, 
anddreflcd  in  royal  robes,  aflfords  only  a  faint  refemblance  of 
an  abjcft,  hell  defcrving  wretch  who  is  raifcJ  to  the  glory  oi 
heaven.  "  God  raifeth  up  the  poor  out  cf  the  duil,  and  lifrcth 
«<  up  the  needy  out  of  die  dunghill,  that  he  may  let  him  wiili 
**  princes  even  with  the  princes  of  his  ptoplc.     He  that  over- 
/  cometh  fliall inherit  all  things  to  him  vi!l  be  given  j.owtr 
•'over  the  nalioni."    Ths  kiagdoni  \vh:ch  c!niUi;ir:.  will  tn 
joy  is  a  prepared  kingdom,  prcpaied  at  ii.finilc  cxpcnfe  ol  I.i- 
bour.  pains  and  blood.     That  happlntls  muftfurcly  be  indc- 
fcribibly  great  which   is  the   produclion  of  divine  counfeh. 
The  preparation  for  the  recepilnn  cf  ihc  f.iiii  «  rr.ocivS  ail  tl 
powers  of  defcriplion.     Love  oi'^iniltd  t?:f  i-»'i-  ••■..-^•^*i  ?- 


powers 
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|iower  executed  the  greatncfs  of  t]*.e  meafure.    .Gail  die  Ste 
•porthafed  the  kingdom  hj  his  sl>lood»  and  i»  afcendied  to  pre* 
pare  a  place  ;  ^  I  go»  ikys  he  tahis  difciplesj  t»  prepare  a  plar^ 
•*  for  you>  I  wtU  come  again  and  icceire  yoa  iinto  tnyfelft  thai: 
M  where'I  ana«  -there  ye  may  "be  aUb."    The  kingdom  it  pre- 
paring fer  them,  and  in  this  world  they  are  preparing  for  the 
kingdom.    The  preparing  the  kingdom  fpeaiks  forth  the  per- 
fefthappiocfs  of  all  thofe  who  fliall -enter  mto  it*    Tlirir  iiiter- 
til  ia  it  is  hereby  held  forth  to  tiev»  and  it  is  adapted  to  tfae'mu 
tuie  {cf  die  ianaified  s  Ms  prepared  for  them  by  name,  for 
tliey  are  perfonaliy  and  particularly  cfadlen' to  fSdvation.— It  to 
a  kingdom  tf  early  original^i  for  it  was  prepared  for  them  from 
the  foundation  of  <he  world.    This  is  a  phrafe  eipreffng  the 
fapac  idea  as  evcilafting  or  etermty.     This  fcappinefs  was  de- 
figned  for  the  facfnts,  and  they  for  it  tefore  time  began.     Thiit 
fpeaks  St.  Paul,  «'  Bleftd  be  the  Father  of  onr  Lord  Jdoa 
«<  Chrift.  who  hath  blefled  us  widi  all  fpirhoal  Ucflittgi,  lii 
^*  heavenly  places  in  Chtift,  according  as  Le  hath  choftnai  in 
**him  before  the  fouadauon  of  die  world,  that  we  fhould  be 
**  holy  and  without  blame  before  him  in  love."    Thos  it  is  a 
kingdom  preparcdLfrom  eternity,  which  the  faints  (hall  enjoy; 
hence  they  ihall  be  invefted  with  royal  authority,  royal  dig* 
nity  and  honor.     Fur  when  they  enter  tlijs  kingdom,  diey  ihall 
afcend  thrones,  have  fceptres  put  into  tlicir  hands  and  crowns 
of  gold,  not  like   the  changing  diadems  of  this  world,  but 
crowns  placed  upon  their  heads  that  never  change  or  fade 
awiiv.     They  will  be  drefled  in  royal  robes  more  rich   and 
refaljjcnt  than  crmin  and  glittering  gold.  They  wiU  be  arrayed 
in  immaculate  robes,  which  can  never  be  foiled  or  ftained,  in 
white  robes,  robes  made  white  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  Whea 
thus  adorned,  their  palace  will  be  ihe  royal  city  even  the  new 
Jcrufalem,     The  building  of  the  wall  of  which  is  of  Jafper,  the 
founddticns  are  garniflied  with  all  manner  of  precious  Aonei, 
its  gates  are  pearl  and  its  flrects  of  pure  gold,  as  it  were  tranf- 
parent    gUfs.     It  is  fo  widely  diflvrent    from  every   thing 
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RTalCin  MRh,-  and  from  erery  tCTnftrial  city,  that  there  is  no 
need  of  1  he  fan  or  raooR  tkere,  fcr  the  plory  cf  God  doth 
lighten  it  and  the  bmb  it  the  light  thereat  In  thii  gloiMmc 
kingdom  crcrj*  thin^  is  in  itHate  of  perfeAiDfi,i«aee,  holiads> 
tnowlcdger  nghteourncfs,  h>ppiaei«  aadjof.  No  crron,  ij;- 
Doniace,  Cdllilion  of  fentiraenti,  partr  fpirii  or  priraU  interell, 
will  be  there.  God  and  Cbrift  wift  be  there  perfeaif  known, 
aadihrfkints  will  be  forever  lull  in  admiration  of  the  unri- 
vailed  beauties  of  Gcdh^ad,  and  the  enuubitioni  c^  diT'me  love. 
Thej'  will  wander  with  heaveolf  plea&re,  aad  .laptnrci  of  de- 
light thro'  all  the  perfsaioni  and  atlribotei-af.  God.  Thef 
thcni£:lv»  Mill  there  be  perfed  in  the  beauties- of  holinefc,  free 
irom  fin  and  every  moral  imparity  j-  frotatttry  evil  bias, 
wicked  thought' and  perrcrfe  inclination.  Nothing  thst  is  on . 
elexB  or  defileth  enters  there.  They  will  no  mora  be  troubled 
with  the  rifingsofpride  or  corrupt  paffionii^ber*  will  be  a 
perfta  conformity  to  ihe  perfcft  image  of  God,-.  Univerfal 
benevolence,  unremiting  harmonji  and  perfeA  love  to  God . 
angels  irtA  one  another  willtvign  throughout  the  «^boU  king- 
daair.  AH  peace  and  joy  of  which  Jioly  be-ngs  are  capable* 
will  in  complete  fokwrt  b«  polTeAed  there.  -  llie  tabernacle  of 
God  is  with  msn.  he  fhall  dve'l  with  thcnii  tliejr  fiiall  be<bis. 
people  and  he  will  be  tilth  God  and  portion  forever,  "  AU 
"tears  (hill  bt  wiped  away  fiom  their  eyes/and' there  Bull  be 
**lK)more  death,  neither  forrow  nor  crying,  neither  Ihall  there 
**  be  any  more  pain,  for  the  former  things  are  palled  away." 
Then  wilL  be  no  fighingi  complaining,  nor  mortification^ 
Ihame  nor  regret,  in  thefe  happy  regions.  Everything  ten- 
ding to  enlarge  and  encreafe  their  felicity  they  Ihall  enjoy. 
In  this  blefTsd  world  thefaintt  ffa^Il  have  fweet  feHowfhip  and  : 
rlapturous  communion  with  Gtii  and  Jefus  Chrill.  They  fliall 
lavefree  interconrle  with  the  angeli,And  enjoy  the  un inter* 
lupted  frlendlhip  and  bliiful  fociety  one  of  another.  There 
they  fliall  hold  happy  converfe  with  Gabriel,  Michael,  with 
ferafiJiint  and' cliciuhim>.wii^  AbTahaa,,  I£mc  and  Jacob, 
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Vrf%  luA  gr/'jdMft  of  God  ifi  tTcr  tT.uruzz.lz.g  u:e  serufsii 

iL/'^Tz^b*  &f  ftdrasriDg  aa/  of  thft  apoiUu  race  cf  Adam  t» 
f*/.fl  iv>f.'ir  »n4  glorj  f  How  f&ciild  we  ir.kjjr.ify  and  praiic  ilie 
tt^jwitn^  grcarr.tfj  of  r.ii  compafl'.r.  Jn  girir.gMs  r-ir  begct- 
fen  S'/fl  to  proeore  t/ih  felicity  f  How  &oj;d  nee  lOve  aiui 
ftdorc  lb«  2'm  wh'-p  trrd  fhc  wine  prtfs  cf  his  Fa.'j3e:*s  vraih* 
and  yielded  up  h;t  lift  on  the  acccxfeJ  tree*  tbii  v>e  might  bs 
iritrodu^.'rd  iritofych  glory  ?  That  wc  iv}*/>  are  clcds  of  earui 
fli/iuld  be  m-iHc  t/y  fn'r*  as  tb;  Curs  io  th*  firmamcnl  ?  TLat 
w»  who  are  du'l  and  nDiri  ir.ighl  btcorc^  a*  .inge's  cf  light  > 
Yea,  that  we  who  arc  finrcrs  and  heir,  '^f  hell  might  be  form- 
ed into  fairii«  and  confliiutcJ  iicir&of  God  ?  Who  can  ccmpre- 
hcrid  the  lrr)j;rrh  'And  breadth,  the  deptli  and  heighth  of  the  Icve 
of  (  hfiH,  which  iM/TeTh  all  iii:dcrA;4iuiiiig  ?  Can  we  hear  of  all 
thi*  y,^'>iY  of  rh-  hh  fr«l,  and  yet  cleave  to  caith  ?  Can  wc  in, 
d»ilj',  ■  A  1 4iii.ll  t'Tiip"!,  :*iiil  hr  ofa  grovcHog  worldly  fpirit,  im- 
H'.i  til"  y'u  w  of  (iK  h  ('( lrlti.il  bicLlcdnefs  ? 

^!^^  'nully,  f«  linjr  ihrrc  is fiirh  a  gloiious  kingdom  iet before 
UK,  ucdMjOii  InUriinly  to  enquire  whether  we  have  any  title 
flif  II  lo.  'j'lirw;  will  not  l»c  a  promifcuous  admifCon  of  all  in- 
in  ilti.  I'll  yy  wojld.  [\\  [It:  great  day  of  ih?  Lord  a  fepara. 
iiHi  Will  h.-  in.iilc  hrlwccn  ihc  goat*  and  the  fticep.  None 
^\^H  l».'  .iJmiiicd  ihci;  but  the  righteous,  true  believers,  and  fin- 
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cere  peniieatt.    Wc  ranaRpent  ofoiJrCu.K«ept  ofdiega^ 

pel  b;  (iith,  and  be  norldag,  the  works  of  righuooow^  at  w« 
will  never  Hand  in  glory  on  tke  tight  lund  of  our  judge* 
Wh«rel'oTe  ice  os  eiainine  ourlislTet  lo  da;  whether  we  have 
acf  icriptaral  ground  [o  hope  that  we  Ikall  be  heirt  of  thit 
kiagdom.  Have  we  ever  been  eScAuallf  convinced  of  the 
«vilofGn?  Have  we  ever  leen  and  fell  the  plague  of  ourowb 
hearts,  have  we  been  reduced  bj  the  powerful  Operationt  of 
the  Hill)'  Spirit  to  rcDOunce  all  dependence- upon  onrjeWe*, 
and  10  lay  hold  ,on  ChrtA  Jefu*  by  faith,  the  itope  of  glory  { 
Have  our  fool*  taken  up  their  eveilalUng  reft  in  hioit  and  u  he 
above  all  things  precious  to  lui  Have  we  the  laws  of  the  king- 
dom wrtitea  upon  our  bearu  I  Are  we  holy  in  heart  and  Ufe  i 
I*  heaven  our  t;eafaret  and  are  our  heatlt  placed  there  i  Have 
we  prevailiogly  a  liagle  eye  to  the  glory  of  God  ?  In  a  word. 
are  we  hooeftly  and  liocerely  endeavoring  to  be  holy  ia  all  mu- 
acr  of  converfation  ■ 


Tbofe  who  from  thefe  few  rtmarki  entertain  a  blelTcd  hope 
that  yon  Mil)  be  heirs  of  this  kingdom,  be  ye  eihorted  to  walk 
anfwcrable  to  your  profefljon  and  eipedationi.  See  that  yon 
be  purifying  yourlelvei  u  Chrifl  is  pure.  Look  conftantly  at 
the  prize  fet  before  ynu.  Let  it  command  yoar  diUgence. 
aeal,  adivity.  and  every  etertiun.  So  run  that  yon  may  ol^ 
tain.  O  Uke  besa,  U.I  anf  fliould  ftcmto  conae  fhort  of  this 
glory. 

Thofc  of  you,  my  unluippy  hearers,  who  know  yon  have  no 
lot  nor  iniereft  in  tliis  matter,  who  h^tve  neither  faith  nor  re- 
pentance, neither  fan^ification  nor  judification,  be  exhorted  t* 
confider  ymir  mlfcrahle  and  dangerous  litnation.  Whatt  O 
what  if  yon  were  to  die  in  your  prefent  condition  ?  The  prof- 
ped  of  horror  before  yon  is  too  gloomj  to  mention.  O  Gn- 
ners  how  long  will  yon  love  the  pleafnres  ot  fin,  which  laft  ooly 
for  a  feafon,  aaJ  dafpife  the  pleafnret  of  heaven  wlucb  will 
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SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES, 


A 

ReT.  Archibald  Alexander,  Virginia* 
Charles  Allen,  do. 

Benjamin  Allen,  fen.  do. 

Charles  Averj,  Cincinnati.' 
liaac  Anderfon,         do. 

Clement  AAon,  Efq.  Salem,  N.  Jcrfey. 

Rev.  James  S.  Adams,  Dorchefter,  8.  C. 

Thomas  ntkierfon,  New  Jerfcf. 

Ifaac  AndruG,  Efq.  Newark  N.  Jerfej. 

Jonathan  Andmlsy        do.  do. 

Nathaniel  Andrafs,        do*  do. 

Timothj  Andrufs,        do.  do. 

Jacob  Abramfe,  do.  do. 

Richard  Armeftead,  North  Carolina. 

Thomas  ArmArong,  Orange,  N.  Carolina. 

General  Allen,  HanoTcr  N.  Jerfcy. 

Ifaac  Allen,  Newark  N.  Jerfej.    4  copiei. 

Rev.  J.  N.  Abeol,  New  York. 

Nathaniel  Alexander,  Mecklenborgh.   N.  Carolina: 

William  Alexander,  fen.      do.  do. 

Elijah  Alexander,  do.  do. 

Dr.  J.  R.  Alexander,  do.  do. 

Amos  Alexander,  Jan.        do.  do. 

Major  Thomas  Alexander,    do.  do< 

Robert  Allifon,  Cabaros  Countj,  North  Carols. 

B 
Hon.  EUAa  Boudinot,  Efq.  Newaxk,  New  Jerfcf,   Ci^opies. 
Rev.  Methufalah  Baldwin,  State  of  New  York,    1 2  do. 

John  Burnet,  Efq.  Newark,  New  Jerfey,  6  do. 

Jeflc  Baldwin,  do.  do.  6  do. 

Nathaniel  Beach,  Efq.     do.  ,    do,  6  do. 
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do. 

do. 

3  do« 

^do. 

•*«• 

4dOp 

do. 

-do. 

;3do.^ 

do. 

do. 

■      l^ 

do. 

^ 

"do. 

,  do. 

do. 

do. 

• 

do. 

do. 

do* 

'  do. 

t        * 

.do. 

do. 

do. 

do* 

•    ■    ■  ■ 

do. 

- 

do. 

do. 

Sieplm  BiJdirfitNemJk^  Heir;]fiftrf  a  Cqw-   -  <'« 
Jomi  C.  BumeCt 

Jofeph  Browoy 

JofephBcack, 

Jonathan  BoMwiat 

JoaaaBarnety 

Jtraniah  Baldwifty 

Ipiftmr  BnicBt 

Darid  Baafa, 

Ekasar  BroivBf 

Thomas  Beach^ 

Jabes  Baldwhit 

Jotham  Baldwii^ 

Caleb  W.  Bnien, 

Mofes  Baldwin,  Efq.    (do.       do. 

lEli  Bttdd,  Morris  Riveri  N.  Jerfey. 

George  Borgini  Bridgetown^  do. 

Jacob  Barnet,  E(q.  Cincinnati. 

Robert  Badgly,       •  do.  . 

Dr.  Francis  G.  Braifter,'Saleint  New  Jerfey. 

Jonaihan  Bordingtos»  YS^^    do.  do« 

William  Biddle,  Efq.  do.  do» 

Samuel  Bnrdtn  ECq.  do.  do. 

Abraham  Boysy  do.  do* 

John  Bayard,  £(q.  Nrw  Brunfwick,  N.  Jerfey. 

jZadock  Baldwin,  Caldwell,  New  Jerfey. 

Jonathan  Baldwin,  Orangedale,  New  Jerfey^ 

John  Brewster,  Weftfield,  New  Jerfey.^ 

^Reir.  George  Brewft,  D.  D.  Charlefton,  So^th  Carolina* 

James*  Blairy  do.  do. 

-Rev.  Noah  Benedidt,  Woodbury,  Connecticut. 

Rev.  David  Barclay,  New  Jerfey. 

William  Bingham,  North  Carolina. 

Thomas  Brown,  do. 

Tliomas  J.  Burgee^  do. 

A.  M.  Burton,  do.  .    •  -  , 
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Rev.  James  Bowman,  Orange,  North  Carolina. 

Thomas  Brad(haW|  do.  do. 

WilHatn  CethilK  do.  do. 

Jeremiali  Befnet,  jun.  Bridgetown,  New  Jerfey. 

Caleb  J«^  Baldwin,  Bloomfield,  do.     .  • 

Nehemiah  S.  Baldwin,         do.  do. 

Daniel  Ball,  do,  do. 

Abraham  Bergen,  do.  do^ 

Samuel  B.  Bruen,  Newark, 

Cyrenrs  Teach,         do. 

Eleazar  Buniet,  a  licentiate,  New  Jerfej. 

SaiTiUcl  Bayard,  New  York. 

James  J!owman,    Center,  North  Carolina.. 

Tlioinas  Eeatty,  Efq.  do.  dn, 

Rol>ert  Brevard,  do.  do. 

Peter  Drown^  do.  do; 

Robert  Byers,.  do.  do. 

James  Braley,  do.  do. 

Rev.  John  Brown,  South  Carolina. 

John  Barely,  Tbyatira,  North  Carolina. 

Richard  Barry,  Mecklinbtxrgh,  North  Carolina«^ 

Jofeph  Biggar,  do.  do. 

Jean  Brown,  do,  do. 

Jofeph  Bowman,  do.  do. 

Jamec  A.  Bradley,  do.  do. 

C  aptain  Alexander  Brevard,  Lincoln,  Korth  Carolina. 

Benjamin  BcU,  SouthamplfOn,  New  Hamp&ire. 

C. 
Gen.  J.  N.  Gumming,  Newarl ,  New  Jrrfcy.  6  Copies' 
/  bid  Camfield,  do.  do.     2  do. 

Aaron  D.  Crane,       do*  do*     2  <fo. 

f  tcphcn  Crane,  do.  do,  ' 

Jcdediah  Crane,  do.  do. 

Noah  Carpenter,        c!:>.  do. 

Benjamin  Cleavland,     do.  do 


IfTBtCJIlBlitk 

Nathaniel  Cainp»  do.  d6. 

Jofeph  Camp,  do.  do. 

SayresCoCf      -  do..  do. 

Elijah  Crane,  do.  da 

Ifcshanid  Canfield»       do.  do.. 

Joftph  Congar,  do.  do. 

Iftad  Carry,  do-  do. 

Joiepb  Craney.  do.  do. 

Jonathan  Cranct  do*  do. 

John  J.  Cranet  do.  do 

David  D.  Cnuie^  do*.        db, 

DandCaadUdt  do.        do. 

Jabet  Canfiddf  do.,       do.    ' 

Robert  B.  Caibplieldf      do.        do. 

Jotham  Clark,  do.         do. 

Daniel  Crane,  Bloomfield^  New-Jerief . 

Jofeph  Condit,  do.  do. 

Jofeph  Crane,  do.  do. 

Herman  Cad  mus,       do.  do. 

Thos.  Cadmusy  do  do. 

ReY.  Aaron  Condit,  Hanover,  N.  Jcrfcf. 

Maxwell  Chamben»  'EX<^t,  Salifbary,  N.  Carolina. 

Wm.  Cbamberst  do.  do, 

Henrj  Cacfon,  do. 

John  Cooke,  Center,  N,  Carolina. 

Rev.  John  Coofec,  S.  Carolina. 

James  Carethers,  Thjratira,  N.  Carolina. 

Jofeph  Clark,  Meckltnburgh,         do. 

Robert  Crokell,  do.         do. 

Rev.  Samuel  C.  Caldwell,    do-  dc. 

James  Clark,  Fairfield,  N.  Jrifey. 

Thos.  Clement,  Efq  Salem,  N.  Carolina. 

John  Congleton,  Efq        do.        do. 


Rev,  Jos.  Clarky  N.  Bran(\ricfc,  N.  Jcrfcy, 

Ifaac  W.  Crane,  Efq.      do.  do . 

8iUs  Condity  Orangedale  do. 

Aaron  Cogfwdli  do.  do. 

Rev,  Aaron  Chafe,  Connedlcut. 

Rev.  John  Clark,  Siwto  cf  N.  York. 

Kath  W.  Cole,  Burlington,  N.  JerJ'ey. 

Jofcph  Caldwell,  Chapel-Hill,  N,  Carolina. 

John  Campbell,  Orange,  do. 

Rev.  Eztklcl  B.  Curry,  do. 

Jede  Carter,  Efq  Cafwel,  do. 

D. 
£ph.  B.  Davidfon,  Charlotte,  N.  Corolina.      I3  copin. 

Abiatiier  Dodd,  Newark,  N.  Jcrfey.  6  do- 

Amos  Dodd,        do.  do.  a  do* 

David  Doremus,         do.         do. 
Henry  Dcfbary,  Millftoae,  N.  Jerfey. 
David  Dunfcth,  Cincinnati- 
Samuel  Dick,  Efq.  Salem,  N.  Jerfey. 
Ebenezer  Dunn,  Efq.         do. 
Wm.  S.  Dsare,  Efq.  New-Brunfvrick. 
Matthiab  Dunnam,  Orange Jale  N.  j«rfey. 

Caleb  Dufenbury,  Pri.iceton.  do. 

Timothy  Dodd,  i>utc  of  N.  York. 

Richard  Dey,  Efq.  N.  Jorlty. 

Rev.  J.  L.  Duryce,         do. 

Society  Dialedie,  Univei  fuy,  N.  Cardlina. 

Stephen  Dupree,  N.  Carolina. 

Job  S.  Dodd,  Bloomficld,  N.  Jerfey. 

Samuel  Dodd,  do.        do. 

F.  Davenport,  Woodbury,  New  Jerfcy. 

Feter  B.  Dumooi,  Ratiian.  do. 

David  A.  Dcmarefl,  Haiington,     do. 

Capt.  John  Dicky,  Center,  North  Carolina* 

Samael  Dicky,  do.  do. 

Major  E))hraim  David.on,     do.  do. 


"; 


GeMfs  Dandfon,  jcutfb-  Odktv,  Mirth  CmnHStmrn-  - 
Cftpuiii  George  L.  Danidftttif  do.-  Axr 

Ker.  John  B.  IUTies»  SooA  Caroliot*         . 
John  Dayidfoir,  Mecklinfeoigli,  North  Caroliiit* 

Joftph  Dooglast  Sf<t        do^       do. 
HneUah  Dewe(U         do.        do. 

Kfiv.  JoTepb  Ecldef,  D«  D.  Boftoo. 

Jonftthan  Elmer,  ^q.  Bridgetown,  New  J«&r-«  * 

Jtnes  Ewingf  Cincinnflit 

Henry  Ewingt        dou     , 

ReT.  Darid  Edwards,  Salem,  Mew Jeffef. 

Theo.  BiNerA,  Chailefton,  Stath  CaroliAa* 

Alei.  Eaglet,  Newark. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Emmons,  IX  D.  Franklin,  Sfa(IachnietC&^. 

F- 

Joel  Fithian,  Roads  To wn>  New- Jcrfcy. 
Eif.kicl  Foflcr,  Millville,  do. 

Frderic  Frelinghnyfen,  E-fq.  SomerfeC,      do. 

Jonathan  S.  Fmdlcy,  Cincinnati. 

Rev.  L.  Flo,  d,  Charlcfton,  South  Carolina. 

Ifaac  Freeman,  Newark. 

Andrew  Fowler,  A.  M  Shrcwfcory. 

Anthony  Foller,  South-Carolina. 

Rev.  Andrew  Flinn,  Orange,  North-Carolina-. 

Williara  Forreftj  CafwcU,  North-Carolina. 

David  Facculc,  Orange,  North -Carolina. 

Samoel  F^rranJ,  Dlccmficld,  New-Jerfey 

Mofcs  Fa: rand,         do.  do. 

Charlotte  Farrand,  Moocnipcld,  New  Jerfcy. 

J.  Frelinghuyren,  S^mervillc,  New  Jerfey. 

James  Fiazer,  Mecklinbargh,  North  Caroliua. 

G. 

Ji*mes  Giles,  Bridfipetown,  New-Jerfcy, 

\Vlllram  Garrifon,  Dcoi  iiAdy  do. 

I>«if  id  Grommon,  CincinnatL 


'Ebcnezer  Grant,  New-Bruafwick* 

Kichard  Gordon,  Virginia. 

Zsthaniah  Grant,  Newark. 

Robert  Gibfon,         do* 

Rev.  E.  D.  GriflEa,        do.  6  Copies 

Joha  Gardner,        do. 

Calvin  Goblc,        do. 

XiUther  Goble,      .  do. 

Aaron  Grummcn,        do. 

Rev.  John  Giles,  Trumbull,  Conne^icut. 
.  James  Gregorie,  Charlefton,  Souck  Carolina* 

William  Griffith,  £fq.  Burlington. 

Edward  Garborough,  Center,  North  Carolina* 

George  Gellefpy,        do.        do. 

.John  Qillelaad,  Mecklinburgh,  North  Carolina* 
John  Gardner,        do*        do. 

H. 

Colonel  Samuel  Hay,  Efq.  Newark,     €  Copies* 
Stephen  Hayes  Efq,  do.  4  do,    * 

Gerard  Haughwort,  do.  2  do. 

Samnel  Hayes,  Efq.  do. 

David  Hedden,  do. 

Samuel  Huntington,  do. 

James  Hedden,  do. 

£.  Hinfdale,  do. 

Peter  Hill,  do. 

Sophia  Harrifon,  do. 

David  Hudfon,  do. 

Daniel  Harrifon,  do. 

Richard  Henderfon,  North*Carolina. 

Mr.  Hoderfon,  do. 

C.  Hill,  do. 

WiUiam  P.  Hall  HaUifax,  North^arolina. 

Benjamin  J.  Hawkins,  North-Carolina. 

Mr.  Hunt,  Lewifburg,  North-Carolina* 


Jolkiu  W  ¥h%1Biit^  KordiiCaroiina. 

WBKtm  HunStoiiy  Edington*  NortIi*CaroIiiMU 

Edmond  B.  Htnref ,  Nordi  Carolina. 

J.  R.  Hardenbergh,  Someiville,  N,  Jerfef. 

Andrew  Ho wel]»  do.  do. 

Joha  W.  Hall,  Bridgewater. 

Alpheus  Hnghcs.  N.  Barbadoes. 

Jchn  Holfori*,  Bridgetown,  N.  Jcrfcy      . 

Benjamin  Hedgeman,  Siz-Mile-Run,  Kfew  Jcrfef « 

Pavid  Humfrifflle,  Ciocionati. 

Jolah  HanUbo,  Efq.  Saknit  New-Jerfcj. 

Dr.  Francis  Hover,        do.        do. 

John  G.  Holing  ^      do.  do. 

MHb  Jane  HofluiiD,  Charlefton,  Soudi  Caroltna. 

Rer  William  Holuifhead,  D.  D.  do.        do. 

Rev.  Thomas  J.  Hall,        do         do. 

Rev.  James  Hughes>  Virginia. 

Hev.  S.  Hopkins,  D.  D  Newport. 

]icv.  Holloway  W.  Hunt,  New  Jerfcy. 

Capt.  James  Hpofton,  Center,  North  Carolina. 


Jofeph  Haynes, 

do. 

do. 

John  Hayncs, 

do. 

do. 

John  Huggins,  ETj. 

do. 

do. 

Robert  Huggins, 

do. 

do. 

William  Hampton, 

do. 

do. 

James  Hayncs, 

do. 

do. 

Heftry  HondoUi  Mecklinburgh, 

North -Ca 

John  Hunter,                ( 

do. 

do. 

Robert  Harris,  Efq. 

do. 

do- 

S^Iajor Thomas  h arris. 

do. 

do. 

Itlijah  Harris,        do. 

do. 

Samuel  Harris, 

do. 

do. 

Aiucs  Hndon, 

do  . 

do* 

Rev.  Afa  i  iillyer,  Orangedale, 

2  Copies. 

Amos  Harrifon,        do: 

• 

J. 

ilobert.  G.  Johnfon,  ETq.  Saleuit  N,  Jerfey* 
)tev.  H.  Jonesi  do.  do, 

Thomas  Johns,  Virginia. 
Henry  Jolvafon,  Ncw-Jcrfey. 
Thomas  C.  Jones,  North  Carolixuu 
Richard  Johnfon*         ^    do. 
Thcodorus  Johnf*n,  Newarki  Ncw-Jcrfcyt 
Jonah  James,  do.  do* 

Edward  Jones,  do.  do.  ' 

Aaron  Johnfon,  do*  do* 

Eliphalet  Johnfoni       do.  do. 

Rev.  Abel  Jackfon,  Bloomfieldf  do» 

Abraham  Joralman,        do.  do* 

Elizabeth  Jetton,  Center,  North  Carolina* 
Natlianiel  Johi^bn,  Thyatira,        do. 

Rev.  Ifaac  Keith,  D.  D.  CharleRon,  Soadi  CvoCan^ 
Attthony  Keafby,  Efq.  Salem,  New-Jerfey. 

.  Charles  Kinfey,  Orangedalci  do. 

Mr.  Kirkpatrick,        do.  do. 

Wm.  King,  North  Carolina* 
William  Kirk,  Orange,  North>Carolina« 
Jofeph  L.  Kean,  Newark,  New-Jerfcy. 
Benjamin  Ketcham,    do.  do. 

Thomas  Kean,  Bloomfield,        do. 
Stephen  King^     '    do.  do. 

Aaron  King,  do.  do. 

Anry  King,  do.  do| 

Thomas  King,  Thyatira,  North^CaroIina« 
Robert  Kerr,  MecUlnborgh,         do. 

L. 

James  Lee,  Port  Elizabeth,  New  Jcrfey. 
James  Lyoq,  Ciacionati* 


jAmet  Larich.  Newark,  Vtw^Jtkcj. 

Jofeph  Lees  Sakm^T^ew  Jdrfty.: 

William  Lawfoiit  'Neir-*Bronfwick»    do. 

Joflma  League*  Virginia. 

Jamei  Lcagarc,  Cluilefton»  South  CaitiUna-  .  h. 

Mifi  Marx  Legare*   do.  do.  '      *  • 

Robert  D.  Lawrciice»    d«.  ito. 

Baceman  Lloyd,  Efq.  Salon,  New  Jerfij..* 
jokn  Linn,  Sufiex  Coonty,         do.  *    ' 

■ 

Rev.  Nicholas  Lanfing,  T^ppan,  State  of  NewToil. 
Rev.  William  Linn.  D.  D.  New-Yor k  '• 
Abraham  Lawrence,  Th]r4tira,  NortfaCaroUoa. 
Joel  Lawrtace,  do.*    «-  '    -do* 

M  •  • 

r 

Rev.  ][ames  M*Rce,  Cen:cr,  Konh-Garolkia,  tz  copie«. 
Alex.  Murphy,  Cafwell,  tlo.  x     do. 

Abraham  Montanyc,  Cincinnati. 
Charles  Moorfcj  do. 

Eliazar  Mayhew,  EFq.  Salem,  Kcw  Jcrfcy. 
1  ntman  Miilfoid,  do.  do- 

Rev.  Archibald  M-Robcrt,  Vlrjjh.ia. 
Daniel  M.^:l)icw>,  Oiangsdale,  N'cw-Jcrfey. 
Georg.?  M'CiilIy,  Charicilon,  Sonih  Carolina. 
John  Meir,  Nt-wport.  ' 

Jacob  Myers,  Newark,  New-Jcrfcy. 
Uzal  M'Gennis,      do.  do. 

M.  Miller,  N.  Carolina, 
r.pruce  M',?aul!cy,       do. 
D  M*D'V.v.-l.  do. 

Jirnes  !>!*  G'.:^nis,  B'oTJielJ,  rew-Jerfcj. 
Ti^trici:  Mnlon,  Ncwarlc,  do. 

j\,C.  Macwhorter,     d'j.  do^  6  copse. 

J.  G  M.icv/horrcr,        do.        do. 
4'irchibald  Mercer,        do.        do.  6  copies. 


\ 


Rf-BERS   N/trfTfl^ 


JoBn  Moms,  Newark,  New  Jtrfey. . 
John  Manning,         do,         do. 

Hugh  M'Dougall,    do^        do.  . 
Peter  Mead,  da,        do. 

Stephen  Meeker.        do,         df%. 
JoQathan  Miller,         do,         do. 
Jofeph  Miiftn,  $d.  Cranctown,  Ncw.Jerf<pf^ 
Jofeph  Miller,  Bloom  field.  .    do 

-^Isr.  Murphy,  CaCwell,  North  Carolina. 
R.CV.  Samuel  Miller,  N-  York. 
Rbenczer  G  Marlli,  N.  Haven. 
PvObett  M*^'ecl^,.  Centex,  N.  Caroh'na 
John  M*Clei!and>  Efq.  Saliiburyr 
Matthew  M*PMerf«ni,  Onter, 

Rev.  James  M'^  iglit,  Coddle  Creekr  Nt>rdi  Carolina. 

Robert.  F.  Minor,  Williamfburgh,  South  Carolma. 

Rev.  S   E..M*Corkle,  1).  D.  Thyatira,  North  (  aroliut. 

AbnerM*Coikh, 

John  M^Ncfely, 

James  M'Ncci/, 

Aler.  M^ibber,  Mecklinbuhg 

John  Morriibn,  do. 

James  M^JLughen  do. 

J.  M«Nitt  Alexander,  Efq. 

Dr.  Wm.Maclean,  Lincoln,  North  Caroling 

James  Morrifbn,  Mecklinbnrgh. 

Wm.  M«Kee,  do.  d&. 

Joel  M'Corkle,  Rowan^  do, 

Aaron  Munn,  Elq  Orangedalei  N.  Jerfcy. 

N. 
John  Ncilfon,  Efq.  New  Brunfwick,  Ncw-Jerfcyi' 
Aaron  Nutman,  Newark,  do.  . 

Rev.  Afahel  Norton,  State  of  New-York^ 
Thomas  Neely, .  Mtcklinturgh,  N    Carolina^ 
Margaret  lichols,  Newaik,  Ncw^-Jerfcy. 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do; 

CO. 

dOL 

do: 

do, 

66.- 

do. 

Buaad  NotmxBi  Newark,  Mew  Jtrftj* 
Ifiuu:  Nicboli*  do.  do» 

David  Nichols,  do.  do^ 

Jedcdiah  J.  Nichols^      do.  do.  ' 

Jofeph  Ogden,  De^tfidd,  N.  Jfit&j. 

Robert  Ogdea,  £fq.  Sa&x,        do. 

Lewis  hL  Ogden,  Newark^     do* 

Ksw.  Uxai  Ogdei%  D.  IX        do.         do,. 

JbhnOgden^  do        do. 

Mary  Ogdeo,  do.        do. 

Jacob  Oatwater,  M.  D.  Tappan,  State  of  New  Turk* 

Col.  Adlai  Oiboni,  Efl|.  Cemer^  North  Carolina,  3  copies. 

Adiai  Olbom,  jtm.  do*        *    do. 

£dwin  Jay  Ofbiorn»  Cfq-        do.  do. 

James  Ofborn,  Mccklinburgh,  do. 

Orange  Library  Company,  Oraagcdale,  N.  Jcrfcy. 

P. 
Rcrr.  Leonard  Prather,  Orange,  North  Carolina. 
Rev.  Wm.  Paifley,  dj.  do.      iz  copica^ 

Wm.  Philips,  Ei'q.  BcHon,  4  Copies. 
Jonathan  Philips,        do. 

Culberfon  Parke,  Cincinnati.  ^ 

Andrew  Parke,  do. 

Hon.  Wm.  Paterfon,  Efq.  N.  Brunfwick,  N.  Jcrfcy. 
John  Pool,  do.  do. 

JBethuel  Pierfon,  Orangdale,  N.  Jcifcy. 
Rev.  £ben.  Porter,  Connecticut. 

Wm.  Patten,  Newport. 

Society  Philanthropic,  Univcrfity,  N.  Carolina. 

Caleb  Parkhurd,  Newark,  New  Jerfey. 

Henry  S  Parkhur(l>'  do.  do. 

John  Parkhurft^  T         do.        do- 

Jabes  Parkhur(l|  do.  do* 


aOBSCRIBISl   HAMI9. 

Thomas  I^erToa,  New«rkt  New  ]ei&y- 
Stephen  Plum,  d*.  do. 

Ann  Plum,  do.  do. 

Dr.  Cyrus  Pieifon.       do.  do. 

Jabes  Fool,  do.'  do. 

Wm.  Price,  do.  do. 

Samuel  Parkhurlt,      do.  do. 

Caleb  Pierfon,  do.  do. 

Aaron  Price,  do.  do. 

Jonas  Philips,  Mortis  Town,         do. 
Rev.  Mdihcw  L.  Ferine,  S   Hanover,  N.  jci 
Enoch  Poor,  Center,  N.  Carolina.    ' 
Robert  Poets,  do.  do. 

Jothua  Parks,  Mccklinbnrgh,  N.  Cjrolina. 
James  Parks,  do.        .  do. 

Reefe  Price,  do-  do 

Jofeph  Pierfun,  Orangod.tle,  Ncwjerfey. 
R. 
'    John  Rieljr,  Cincino.ici, 
Samuel  Robb,      do. 
John  Roll,  do. 

W  .1.  Riiffen,        do. 

Eenj.irtiin  Rice,  Virginia. 

Rev.  Medad  Rogers,  Cinneflicut. 

Abraham  Rycifuii,  N,  j-riey. 

WiUi.-.m  Rogers,  Ncwaik,  New  Jerfey. 

ITioniiis  kiitiards,  do.  do.  'i 

Jacob  Riinyan,       do.  do.  j  ^ 

Aaron  Rod",  do.  d''.  Z^ 

Rev.  James  Ridiards,  Morris  Town. 

RcT.  J.  N  C,  Ron-.eyii,  fiatkiiirack. 

Rev.  J.  RoJgcrs,  D.  D.  Ncw.V.,ik. 

J.  R.  a:  Rodger.,,  M.  11.         do. 

RobeTt  Ramfay,  Thyatira,  N.  Carolina. 

Rev.  James  Rubiiifou.  C:ii3^ii»,  N.  (Juroliiia. 

4 


Geoige  Rolsi  Cibarii^  NoithCiiolinu 

Stmiid  Sallbmyt  Efif.  Bofton,  2  copitu 
Jeter  Sydiofft  Millftonc>  W*  Jcrieji  i  do>> 
P*  Striker  do*         do* 

James  Snitlii  Onoinnati* 
Arthar  St.  Cliir»     do* 
Tbonuu  Sinick^n,  &delo»  Mew  Jerfef*. 
John  Stratoiii  E<i|*    do.        do. 
James  Saire»  da        do*. 

MoTes  Scott,  Efq.  K  B^|mrwick»  da  • 
RcT.  George  Smitfai  Virginia. 

Jofiah  Smith,  d6* 

William  Smidi,  do. 

Charles  Snowden^  Efq.  Charltfton.  S.  Carolinaw^ 

Jonah  Smith,  do.  do. 

U.  &•  Stevens,  do.  do. 

George  Smith,  do.  do. 

Rev.  Steven  W.  Stiben",  Stratford,  Connedicut. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Stevenfon,  Williamsbargh,  S.  Carolioi 

Rev.  Zepha  Swift,  Connedicut. 

James  Sneed,  North-Carolina. 

Cornelius  Spccr,  Junr.  Spcer-Town,  New  Jerfcy. 

Thomas  Sydenham,  Newark,  do. 

£benezer  Smith,  do.  do. 

Jofeph  Say  res,  do.  do. 

James  Slotc,  do.  do. 

Ifaac  Sayres,  do.  do. 

Ichabod  Spinning,       do.  do. 

Richard  Stockton,  Efq.  Princeton,  do. 

John  Slmonfon,  Bridgewater,  do. 

Robert  Sloan,  Center,  North  Carolina. 

William  Stewart,  do.  do, 

Wm.  Sharp,  Efq.  do.  do. 

Iiaac  Swann«  Thyatira,  North  Carolina. 


'Willium  Stewart,  Meckliaburgb,  North -Carolioa. 
Robert  Sloan,  Liacolo,  North -Caroltm. 
Lewis  SettOD,  Mecklinbargh,    do. 
Major  John  Shaip,  do.  do. 

Jamea  Sloan,  do.  do. 

Philip  I.  Schuyler,  New-Jerfer. 
T 
Rev.  James  Templeton,  South-Carolina,  ii  copid. 
■Charles  Tew,  Charlefton,  S.  Caiolioa,  8  do. 
George  Torreuce,  Center,  North-CaroUns. 
Atei.  Torreuce,         do.  do. 

Albert  Torreuce,  Siililbutf,  do. 

Richard  Trotter,         d«.  do.^ 

Hugh Torrence,  Meckliaburgl^    do. 
John  Tlarp,  Ciacinnaii. 
'    Henry  Tirth,  Efq.  Salem,  New-Jctfer. 
John  Tuft,  ETq.  do.  do. 

John  Taylor,  Piinceton,  d*. 

M.  Troy,  Nunh  Cuolina. 
John  D.  Toooier,    do. 
Daniel  Thew,  New.Jerfey. 
Lewis  TliiboQ,  Newark,  New  Jeriey. 
Daniel  Ticheoor,    do.  do. 

Garret  Tunifon,  Soinerville,  do. 
Thomas  Talmage,  Someriet,  do. 
Henry  Traphagen,  Bergen,  do. 

Daniel  Vanlien,  Middlebulh,  New*Jerfey. 

Abraham  J.  Voarhis,  MillOone. 

Samuel  Vcnable,  Virginia. 

JofepU  Venable,     do, 

Jcfeph  Vincent,  Newark,  New  Jerfey. 

J&hn  Van  Dyke,  Bloon.field,  do. 
Peter  D.  Vroom,  Raiitan,  do. 

Jamei,  Van  Derveer,  I'tdminller. 


IferptcUrBei^  IMMM* 


fcaprwi  H.  Wa\cT,.Fp9o4.  .      .i^^,,^ 


V9 


.  f  ■ 


AiM»  Wordrdi;  BridgetomTM  K^^Jtr^ 
rctcrWipcnff,  MiHftone.  .Ji, 

Kcr.  Maiilinr  WiaJfawe,  Cincinnatip,', 

Wyfaa  Woodwantr  dii» 

EcIiertWAae/lKiHMk.      '  ^ 

Btfv.  George  &  WoodbuU,  tS^^tooxyt  4«'eir- Jetfi}! 
Icr,  Jdbi  Woodbull,  D.  Dr^MoDnioudh; 
AlMcr  Wani,      New 


.  / 


JokA  W«nk  do. 

J-jftjA  Ward»  do. 

Zrznc  Ward,  i^u 


k*    V 


*4 


/bttcr  WvodrufT,     do. 

ysuask  W?Httnck,      do. 

Jo^cfilf  S-  Ward,  Blooinfield,  VtwJ^tp 

Jai'oCi  Wat  J»  ^do.  do. 

Jjiiki.h  Wu<}druff>  do.         do. 

J.-Ziic  V^vjot^  do.         do. 

R-i^-  W.n-  Wiv)dl>r'i  Jge,  bJcwark, .  do* 

CakbWa'd,  do.         do. 

\\  I'd  im  While,  Center,  Notth-Carolina. 

Rrlwtft  \rt»lf ,  do.  do» 

Dr.  J.  K.  "WiilierfpDon,  William{buigh>  South-Carol intt. 
R.'ifciTi  Wlilioirpoon,  Elij.         i!(»,  do. 

TKi  ma  s  Wi ;  he :  fp  oi  t  ,  do.  do . 

GjvinM^thcrfj '  rn,  Elq.  do.  do. 

83tT«r:.4N  V^'JI.on,  do.  do, 

UwV-  Ji«mts  V.  ..i:l:-.  M^cxiliibi^r^h,  Kouli-Carc^lioa. 


SUB3CIIIIZRS   KAMES< 


'^ohnWiIic,  MeckllnbDrgh,  North  CvoUmu 

James  Wilie,  di».  do. 

Williun  Wallis,  do.  do. 

M.itEh<:w  ^jiVis,         do.  do. 

James  Wilfon.  do.  do. 

Rev.  J.  Willard,  D.  D.  Prefident  of  Cambridge  Uiureilitr^ 

Jacob  Woodfon,  Virginia. 

r.amuel  Williams,  Orangedale,  New  Jerfey. 

Morton  Weaiing,  Ckarlellon,  Soudi  Carolina-  ** 

J'lhn  Wilb,  d».  do. 

Jofhiia  M.  Wailace,  Hq.  BurliiilSIWevr-Jetrer. 
Solomcn  B.  Wllli:ims,  North  Carolina. 
Roger  Williams,  New-Jerfey. 

Y. 
GiifEn  YMiir.wi,  CinciBnati. 
j;;mcs  Younj;,  Cenler,  Nonh  Carolina. 
/'Ic^anJcr  Voung,        do.  do. 
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